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1 Read the passage and answer the questions. 

 ἀτὰρ τὸ µὲν σῶµ᾽ οὐκ ἄµορφος εἶ, ξένε,
 ὡς ἐς γυναῖκας, ἐφ᾽ ὅπερ ἐς Θήβας πάρει· 
 πλόκαµός τε γάρ σου ταναός οὐ πάλης ὕπο,
 γένυν παρ᾽ αὐτὴν κεχυµένος, πόθου πλέως. 

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 453–456

(a) In the lines immediately preceding this passage, what order has Pentheus given to the servant 
regarding the stranger?  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

(b) What does Pentheus say about the stranger’s appearance in this passage? Make two points.

1  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

2  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
 [2]

(c) Do you think Pentheus is showing true admiration for the stranger? Give a reason for your 
answer, referring to the Greek.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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2 Read the passage and answer the questions. 

Pentheus τὰ δ᾽ ὄργι᾽ ἐστὶ τίν᾽ ἰδέαν ἔχοντά σοι;
Dionysus ἄρρητ᾽ ἀβακχεύτοισιν εἰδέναι βροτῶν.
Pentheus ἔχει δ᾽ ὄνησιν τοῖσι θύουσιν τίνα;
Dionysus οὐ θέµις ἀκοῦσαί σ᾽, ἔστι δ᾽ ἄξι᾽ εἰδέναι.
Pentheus εὖ τοῦτ᾽ ἐκιβδήλευσας, ἵν᾽ ἀκοῦσαι θέλω. 5
Dionysus ἀσέβειαν ἀσκοῦντ᾽ ὄργι᾽ ἐχθαίρει θεοῦ.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 471–476

(a) ἄρρητ᾽ … βροτῶν (line 2): what does Dionysus say about the rites?  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(b) εὖ τοῦτ᾽ … θέλω (line 5): pick out and translate the Greek word which Pentheus uses to 
describe how Dionysus has behaved towards him.

Greek word:  ...................................................................................................................

English translation:  ...................................................................................................................

[2]

(c) ἀσέβειαν … θεοῦ (line 6): what does Dionysus say to warn Pentheus?

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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3 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus τὰ δ᾽ ἱερὰ νύκτωρ ἢ µεθ᾽ ἡµέραν τελεῖς;
Dionysus νύκτωρ τὰ πολλά· σεµνότητ᾽ ἔχει σκότος.
Pentheus  τοῦτ᾽ ἐς γυναῖκας δόλιόν ἐστι καὶ σαθρόν.
Dionysus κἀν ἡµέρᾳ τό γ᾽ αἰσχρὸν ἐξεύροι τις ἄν.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 485–488

Translate this passage into English.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [5]
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4 Read the passage and answer the question. 

Pentheus καὶ ποῦ 'στιν; οὐ γὰρ φανερὸς ὄµµασίν γ᾽ ἐµοῖς.
Dionysus παρ᾽ ἐµοί· σὺ δ᾽ ἀσεβὴς αὐτὸς ὢν οὐκ εἰσορᾷς. 

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 501–502

Explain the dramatic irony in these lines.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]



6

© OCR 2024 

5 Read the passage and answer the question. 

Pentheus λάζυσθε· καταφρονεῖ µε καὶ Θήβας ὅδε.
Dionysus αὐδῶ µε µὴ δεῖν σωφρονῶν οὐ σώφροσιν.
Pentheus ἐγὼ δὲ δεῖν γε, κυριώτερος σέθεν.
Dionysus οὐκ οἶσθ᾽ ὅ τι ζῇς, οὐδ᾽ ὃ δρᾷς, οὐδ᾽ ὅστις εἶ.

Translation:

Pentheus Seize him! This man despises me and Thebes.
Dionysus I forbid you to bind me, since I am in my senses and you are not. 
Pentheus And I tell them to bind you, as I have more power than you.
Dionysus You don’t know what your life is, nor what you are doing, nor who you are. 

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 503–506 

How does Euripides make this a tense exchange between Pentheus and Dionysus? You should 
make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

1  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

2  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
 [4]
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6 Read the passage and answer the question. 

Pentheus Πενθεύς, Ἀγαύης παῖς, πατρὸς δ᾽ Ἐχίονος.
Dionysus ἐνδυστυχῆσαι τοὔνοµ᾽ ἐπιτήδειος εἶ.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 507–508 

ἐνδυστυχῆσαι τοὔνοµ᾽ ἐπιτήδειος εἶ (line 2): explain what Dionysus means when he says this.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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7 Read the passage and answer the question. 

Pentheus ἀπόρῳ γε τῷδε συµπεπλέγµεθα ξένῳ,
ὃς οὔτε πάσχων οὔτε δρῶν σιγήσεται.

Dionysus ὦ τᾶν, ἔτ᾽ ἔστιν εὖ καταστῆσαι τάδε.
Pentheus τί δρῶντα; δουλεύοντα δουλείαις ἐµαῖς;

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 800–803

How does Euripides convey Pentheus’ feelings in these lines? You should make two points, each 
supported by close reference to the Greek.

1  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

2  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
 [4]
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8* Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus ἐκφέρετέ µοι δεῦρ᾽ ὅπλα, σὺ δὲ παῦσαι λέγων.
Dionysus ἆ·

βούλῃ σφ᾽ ἐν ὄρεσι συγκαθηµένας ἰδεῖν;
Pentheus µάλιστα, µυρίον γε δοὺς χρυσοῦ σταθµόν.
Dionysus τί δ᾽ εἰς ἔρωτα τοῦδε πέπτωκας µέγαν; 5
Pentheus λυπρῶς νιν εἰσίδοιµ᾽ ἂν ἐξῳνωµένας.
Dionysus ὅµως δ᾽ ἴδοις ἂν ἡδέως ἅ σοι πικρά;
Pentheus σάφ᾽ ἴσθι, σιγῇ γ᾽ ὑπ᾽ ἐλάταις καθήµενος.
Dionysus ἀλλ᾽ ἐξιχνεύσουσίν σε, κἂν ἔλθῃς λάθρᾳ.
Pentheus ἀλλ᾽ ἐµφανῶς· καλῶς γὰρ ἐξεῖπας τάδε. 10
Dionysus ἄγωµεν οὖν σε κἀπιχειρήσεις ὁδῷ;
Pentheus ἄγ᾽ ὡς τάχιστα· τοῦ χρόνου δέ σοι φθονῶ.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 809–820

How does Euripides demonstrate Dionysus’ manipulation of Pentheus?

In your answer you may wish to consider:

• Dionysus’ persuasiveness.
• Pentheus’ growing desire to see the Bacchants.

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Euripides’ use of language. [8]

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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9 Read the passage and answer the questions. 

Dionysus ἐγὼ στελῶ σε δωµάτων ἔσω µολών.
Pentheus τίνα στολήν; ἦ θῆλυν; ἀλλ᾽ αἰδώς µ᾽ ἔχει.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 827–828

(a) ἐγὼ … µολών (line 1): what does Dionysus intend to do?  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(b) τίνα … µ᾽ ἔχει (line 2): why is Pentheus unhappy with Dionysus’ plan? 

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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10* ‘Pentheus is a foolish and arrogant king.’ 

How far do you agree?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the text you have read, and you 
may include passages printed on the question paper.  [10]

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

END OF QUESTION PAPER



16

© OCR 2024 

EXTRA ANSWER SPACE

If you need extra space use this lined page. You must write the question numbers clearly in the 
margin. 

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact The OCR Copyright Team, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA.

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.


