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Data source
CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/  (downloaded 17/04/23 and 18/04/23)

Copyright information and citation model
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/copyright-and-contributors/

UN country classification
http://data.un.org/en/index.html
copyright information: http://data.un.org/Host.aspx?Content=UNdataUse

Descriptions of fields (mostly copied from the CIA World Factbook)

Field Description

Country Country name

Region
The region field is derived from UN Country classifications with some 
simplification and some use of CIA World Factbook Map fields. Countries which 
are not in Northern Africa have all been labelled Southern Africa.

Population

This entry gives an estimate from the US Bureau of the Census based on 
statistics from population censuses, vital statistics registration systems, or 
sample surveys pertaining to the recent past and on assumptions about 
future trends.

Urban population 
(% of total)

This entry gives the percentage of the total population living in urban areas, as 
defined by the country.

Total area (km2) Total area is the sum of all land and water areas delimited by international 
boundaries and/or coastlines. 

Forest (% of total area)

Forest area is land spanning more than 0.5 hectare with trees higher than 
five metres and a canopy cover of more than 10% to include windbreaks, 
shelterbelts, and corridors of trees greater than 0.5 hectare and at least 
20 m wide.

Electricity consumption 
(million kWH per year)

Consumption is defined as a country’s total electricity generated annually plus 
any imports and minus exports.

CO2 emissions 
(tonnes)

Emissions is defined as a country’s amount of carbon dioxide released 
by burning coal, petroleum, and natural gas. Data are reported in metric 
tons (tonnes) of CO2.

Median age The estimated median age for the whole population.
Annual population 
growth rate (%)

The average annual percent growth in the population. Negative values mean that 
the population is shrinking.

Total road length (km) This entry gives the total length of the road network and includes the length of 
the paved and unpaved portions.

Life expectancy This entry contains the average number of years to be lived by a group of people 
born in the same year, if mortality at each age remains constant in the future.

Birth rate per 1000 This entry gives the average annual number of births during a year per 1000 
persons in the population at midyear; also known as crude birth rate.

GDP per capita PPP ($)

GDP is the gross domestic product or value of all final goods and services 
produced within a nation in a given year. A nation’s GDP at purchasing power 
parity (PPP) exchange rates is the sum value of all goods and services produced 
in the country valued at prices prevailing in the United States in the year noted. 
This entry shows real GDP, divided by population as of 1 July for the same year.

Changes from last data set
Font changed to Arial.
Unit for CO2 emissions in field and data set changed to ‘tonnes’. Description changed to ‘metric tons (tonnes)’.
Italics replaced with bold in the ‘Total road length (km)’ description.
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