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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions, highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. A 

selection of candidate responses are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

General introduction 

The J351/02 GCSE (9-1) English Language Exploring effects and impacts component assesses 

candidates’ ability to: 

•  read and respond to 20th century fiction texts and 

•  write imaginatively and creatively. 

Candidates should answer the questions in the order that they are given, as each question is designed 

to prepare students for the next question. This includes responding to the writing, as the topics of both 

writing tasks draw on themes and ideas explored in the reading section, as well as encourage 

candidates to demonstrate structure and language techniques and devices that they will have engaged 

with in the reading section. 

The short answer questions in Question 1 require focus on an early section of Text 1. Questions 2 and 3 

draw candidates’ attention to how the writers use language and structure to achieve effects. A short 

section of Text 1 is used for Question 2 and a longer section of Text 2 is used for Question 3. Question 4 

uses both texts and requires the candidates to respond to a question in which they will demonstrate their 

ability to compare the writers’ ideas and perspectives and how they are conveyed, as well as evaluate 

the texts in light of a statement that could be applied to both of them. 

In the Writing Section (Questions 5 and 6), candidates are asked to choose just one of the two writing 

tasks. They will demonstrate their ability to write creatively and imaginatively in response to one of those 

tasks. 
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Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• read the texts carefully and thoughtfully 

• read the questions carefully 

• paid careful attention to line references in 
Questions 1, 2 and 3 

• took an overview of the texts/sections of text 
they were directed to, especially in Questions 
3 and 4 

• noticed changes in the text in Question 3, for 
example the shifts in focus from outside to 
within the room in which Marianne is 
imprisoned 

• selected relevant textual evidence/short 
quotations 

• analysed the effects of language and structure 
in Questions 2 and 3 

• referred to the complete texts in Question 4 

• planned and structured their responses to 
Questions 5 and 6 carefully for effect: there 
was a clear shape with a discernible 
beginning, middle and end 

• made effective use of sentence structures, 
punctuation and vocabulary in Questions 5 
and 6. 

• did not read the texts properly 

• misread the questions 

• wrote about material from outside the 
designated lines in Questions 1, 2 and 3 

• focused on language and structure features 
without a clear understanding or overview of 
the sections of text they were directed to, 
especially in Question 3 

• asserted ideas without using clear support 
from the text or explanation 

• made generic comments about the use of 
devices in Questions 2 and 3 

• repeated the language of quotations in their 
comments  

• made no comparisons in Question 4 

• used only material from Questions 2, 3 and 4 

• did not plan their responses to Questions 5 
and 6, so that writing became a mere 
sequence of events 

• made errors in sentence structures, tense and 
spelling in Questions 5 and 6 

• wrote too much in Questions 5 and 6. 
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Section A overview 

J351/02 Exploring effects and impacts uses two unseen literary prose texts, one of which may be literary 

non-fiction. Both texts were published in the 20th or 21st century and they are linked thematically. As this 

qualification is not tiered, either or both texts may be slightly edited to make sure that they are both 

accessible for all candidates and challenging for the most able. 

For November 2024, Text 1 was an extract from Tom Wolfe’s novel The Bonfire of the Vanities 

(published in 1987). The novel is set in New York. One of its main characters, Sherman, has been 

arrested after a driving accident in which someone was seriously injured. He is now being driven by the 

police away from his home and into the Bronx, depicted in the novel as a very poor part of the city. Text 

2 is an extract from the novel Heroes and Villains by Angela Carter (published in 1969). It is set in a 

world which has experienced a disaster. The character Marianne has been captured by another tribe and 

is injured. She is being looked after by the character, Mrs Green. 

Question 1  

Question 1 assesses AO1: candidates’ ability to select and interpret information. It uses a very short 

section (in this case one paragraph) from early on in Text 1. It is designed to provide an accessible 

opening to the examination by helping candidates to read closely a small section of one of their texts. All 

candidates should be able to achieve some marks in this section. 

Questions 2 and 3 

Questions 2 and 3 assess AO2: candidates’ ability to comment on and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 

support their views. Question 2 uses a short piece of text from Text 1 and Question 3 uses a longer 

piece of text from Text 2. 

Question 4 

Question 4 assesses: 

AO3: comparing writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 

texts and  

AO4: evaluating texts critically and supporting this with appropriate textual references. 

Question 4 requires candidates to read and refer to both texts. 

OCR support 

 

A delivery guide for teaching how to read unseen 20th and 21st century literary texts may be 

found here: Approaching Unseen 20th and 21st Century Literary Text.  

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170386-approaching-unseen-20th-and-21st-century-literary-texts-delivery-guide.pdf
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Question 1 (a) 

Most candidates were able to select three of the following to show that Sherman thought this part of the 

city was depressing:  

(The) rain was coming down harder  
(It was like an old and) decrepit (part of Providence)  
(low buildings,) grimy (and mouldering) 
(low buildings, grimy and) mouldering 
(broad) weary (black streets)  
(broad weary) black (streets) 

Words in bold indicate the correct answers; words in non-bold were permissible excess.  

Candidates could also offer the following phrases together on one line as one acceptable answer: 

grimy and mouldering  
weary black 
 

Some candidates offered ‘old’ (without ‘decrepit’), but this word by itself could not be seen as evidence 

that Sherman thought the Bronx was ‘depressing’. 

Very few candidates considered a wrong section of the text in this question. 
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Question 1 (b) 

Many candidates were able to choose one of their words or phrases to convey the following ideas: 

‘The rain was coming down harder’: even the rain is heavier in this part of the city/oppressive/on the 
side of the policemen/reflects his own misery 
‘(old and) decrepit’: run down 
‘grimy’: dirty 
‘mouldering’: falling down/in need of renovation 
‘weary’: jaded/tired looking 
‘black’: dirty/very little light 

Some candidates could not be credited for their answers here for the following reasons: 

• They did not make the word/phrase choice they were using clear 

• The response was too general/not clearly linked to the language of the word/phrase (e.g. ‘Sherman 

thought the Bronx was disgusting’ would not be accepted for the mark.)  

• The word ‘depressing’ was repeated as the only answer. 

Exemplar 1 

This one-sentence response meets the requirements for the mark in Question 1 (b). The candidate has 

clearly indicated their choice of word and responded appropriately to it. 
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Question 2 

Question 2 assesses AO2: candidates’ ability to comment on and analyse how writers use language and 

structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their 

views.  

A smaller section of text is used for Question 2 than for Question 3. This is because there are 6 marks 

for this question (while there are 12 marks for Question 3). Candidates are given just one page in their 

answer booklet on which to write their response to Question 2, reflecting the expected length of their 

response. Candidates who write much more than a side for Question 2 often do not do themselves any 

favours in terms of time management and securing additional marks. A relatively small number of good 

analytical comments about how the writer has used language and structure in this question is sufficient 

for full marks. 

Good responses on this session were well focused on how language and structure helped Wolfe to 

convey Sherman’s thoughts and feelings. They also picked out and tracked changes in these thoughts 

and feelings. Commonly picked up on was the use of metaphor (‘flood of humiliation … swept over him’) 

to emphasise the overwhelming nature of his mortification. A popular structural device was the tricolon 

(‘hallucination, a nightmare, a trick of the mind’) that served to emphasise Sherman’s feeling of 

incredulity that he should be in this position. They also commented on how the pathetic fallacy of the 

heavy rain helped to convey his misery or feelings of oppression. A few tangled with the challenging 

metaphor of ‘unique and sacrosanct and impenetrable crucible’, with some success, often concluding 

that Sherman appeared ‘egotistical’. 

Less successful responses would often repeat the language of the text, for example ‘humiliation’ and 

‘shame’: candidates should really be encouraged to find synonyms to show their understanding of their 

language choices. 

Using quotations 

Candidates should be encouraged to find their own synonyms or meanings when explaining quotations 

and not simply copy the words of the quotation. The words ‘humiliation’ and ‘shame’ were often 

repeated in candidates’ comments on Question 2. 
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Question 3 

Question 3 assesses the same AO2 skills as Question 2 but uses a lengthier section of Text 2 and gives 

candidates rather more to think about. Again, candidates who tracked the passage carefully, picking up 

on and explaining Marianne’s thoughts and feelings and how they were conveyed, were more likely to be 

successful than candidates who roamed round the text looking to identify language or structural devices 

and pin some sort of hopeful interpretation onto these. 

Good responses were aware of changes, in this case shifts in focus between paragraphs – from what 

Marianne is watching outside to her own feelings/experiences within the room in which she is held 

captive – and therefore what can be surmised about any changes in Marianne. They picked up on the 

language of uncertainty in the first of the two paragraphs and how Marianne (and perhaps the reader) 

cannot be sure whether what she is watching is real or from some kind of supernatural world. Commonly 

they found the adjective describing the dogs (‘miserable’) to sum up the feelings of the hunting party (or 

how they appear to feel to Marianne). Many found the personification of the fire (‘menacing’) and the 

wind (‘sighing’) to reflect the oppressive and melancholy atmosphere she was experiencing. The sounds 

she hears (from the ‘raucous cries and the neighing of the horses’ to ‘inhuman howling’ to the ‘music’ to 

the ‘wind’) combine to create a quite nightmarish atmosphere by the end of the passage, as Marianne 

sits in what is now presumably complete darkness. 
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Exemplar 2 
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This response is well focused on Marianne’s thoughts and feelings and demonstrates how tracking the 

passage carefully and systematically is a sensible approach. There is some awareness of changes in the 

atmosphere in the overview offered at the start of the response. The first page of the response focuses 

on the horsemen with some perceptive analytical comments on how the language used to describe the 

trees (‘melting’) makes ‘the horsemen appear out of seemingly nowhere’ to Marianne. Another effective 

analytical comment on this page is the response to the phrase ‘rendered anonymous’ which ‘implies a 

unity to the horsemen, making them not individuals but a large single entity’. The candidate then 

thoughtfully deduces that Marianne ‘is overpowered as she is unable to differentiate’ them. The second 

page of the response focuses on the second paragraph with evidence that Marianne ‘feels 

uncomfortable’ and how the ‘bluntness’ of the ‘short, simple, single clause sentence’ creates this impact. 

The candidate considers the effect of the verb ‘menaced’ on the atmosphere surrounding Marianne and 

then identifies the range of ‘auditory’ images at the end to consider their cumulative effect of being ‘quite 

creepy’. 

This response was judged to be perceptive, and it integrated well-chosen subject terminology. A 

response in Level 6 might have shown more awareness of the impact of the darkening evening on 

Marianne’s reactions to what is around her and more awareness of her shifts in focus (from outside to 

within). 

OCR support 

 

A teaching guide about writing about language and structure for Questions 2 and 3 can be 

found here on Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/item/f21a103e-39bf-4e70-8d9a-3698b3e72f62
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Question 4 

Question 4 assesses: 

AO3: comparing writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more 

texts and  

AO4: evaluating texts critically and supporting this with appropriate textual references. 

The first three questions on this examination prepare candidates for Question 4, which is worth the same 

number of marks as Questions 2 and 3 put together. For this reason, candidates should stop at this point 

and think carefully about how they will frame their response before they start writing. They might also 

consider any relevant material they have written in their responses to Questions 1, 2 and 3 and how it 

may be recast appropriately to address the question here. 

That said, it is also important to be aware that the higher levels of AO4 require the candidates to 

demonstrate the skill of evaluation, while lower levels measure just evaluative comments. In other words, 

in order to score highly, some of the candidates’ judgements should be based on an overview of the 

complete texts and not just on the sections of text considered in Questions 1, 2 and 3. 

A plan for Question 4 is also key to a strong response. Five minutes spent jotting down ways in which 

the statement given can be agreed with or challenged makes for an organised response and probably 

speeds up actual writing time. It is pleasing to see that many candidates do plan (as was evident from 

their opening paragraphs in which they outlined the directions their essays were going to take), but not 

all do: some responses got rather lost, repeated themselves or even contradicted themselves, indicating 

that the candidates really hadn’t thought out their ideas beforehand. 

In this examination series, Question 4 asked candidates to consider how far both texts powerfully 

presented what it feels like to lose your freedom. In AO3, most candidates recognised that in Text 1, 

Sherman had lost his freedom through physical restraint, in handcuffs in the back of a police car, while 

Marianne was a prisoner to another tribe, locked in a room, and therefore that the circumstances for 

both, while having similarities, were really quite different. Other common points of comparison and 

contrast were the different impacts of Sherman suddenly finding himself restrained and Marianne’s 

(presumed) long-term imprisonment; Sherman’s focus on himself and Marianne’s focus on her 

immediate environment, as well as how such devices as pathetic fallacy were used in both texts to 

convey the characters’ feelings about their situations.  
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In AO4, it was pleasing to see many candidates looking for ways both to agree with and challenge the 

statement. This approach to evaluating is clearly being taught successfully in centres. As ever, the 

expectation of ‘powerfully’ here challenged the top candidates to consider the writers’ craft. Middle range 

candidates tended to focus more on the experiences of the main characters (‘Sherman felt ashamed’; 

‘Marianne felt confused’ etc) rather than the effectiveness of the actual writing. Weaker responses 

tended to open by agreeing with the statement then offering some evidence to illustrate it. Many strong 

responses examined how loss of freedom plays strongly with the mind and causes quite overwhelming 

emotions and how clear and rational judgement can be impaired in such situations. There were many 

interesting and convincing responses here. 

Key point  

When planning their responses to Question 4, candidates should heed the bullet points given. The first 

two bullets aid with ideas for AO4; the third bullet prompts ideas for AO3. Able candidates will 

understand that they do not need to structure their responses to follow the order of the bullets, but they 

should have an eye on them during the planning of their response to make sure that they cover the 

ideas suggested. 
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Section B overview 

Questions 5 and 6 assess candidates’ ability to: 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 

for different forms, purposes and audiences. 

Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and 

cohesion of texts. 

AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 

spelling and punctuation. 

Candidates are offered a choice of writing tasks. They choose either Question 5 or Question 6. 

The writing tasks are designed to build on what candidates have read in Section A of the examination. It 

is unwise to advise candidates to do the writing task first because candidates may be able to use what 

they have read to inspire the content and style of their own writing. 

 

Question 5* 

This was the most popular writing choice this year. 

While many candidates wrote successful stories about physical restraint, following the ideas of the 

reading texts, it very pleasing to see the work of others who had thought of original or unusual 

approaches to ‘Trapped’. The latter were often very enjoyable and refreshing to read.  

Good responses often employed such techniques as setting, flashback, change of narratorial 

perspectives, hooking and surprise endings. Many candidates were aware of how paragraphing and 

sentence lengths can be used to good effect.  

Weaknesses often lay in an inability to maintain tense appropriately (especially if candidates had started 

ambitiously in present tense); some loss of control of sentence structures when writing descriptively, and 

sentence punctuation.  

As ever the best stories were ones that came from the candidates’ real, or easily imagined, experience. 

The least successful were clearly derivative, based on film or video game genres. Some responses were 

a sequence of unrelated events. 
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Exemplar 3 
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This very good response demonstrates the skills required for the top level and it illustrates the 

importance of a plan. A brief glance at this plan tells us that the candidate had an overview of their story 

before starting to write it: there would be an opening that sets the scene and atmosphere and then the 

stages of the narrative are numbered below that. It is also clear from the plan that the candidate is going 

to be very focused on the word ‘trapped’ and play on its meaning in different and original ways. Plans are 

not marked by examiners, of course, but they are so very helpful to candidates in enabling them to 

demonstrate their story-telling skills. 

The story itself is beautifully written. Some nice descriptive touches on the first page include: ‘The city 

moved around her, alive with the sounds of traffic - honking, braking and the muffled growl’, ‘Time 

slipped away from her, measured in red traffic lights, stops and starts and countless Christmas 

decorations’, ‘SCHEDULED TO DEPART, the words stared back at her, passive and indifferent, mocking 

her impatience’. There is also that effective one-sentence paragraph ‘She was going to be late’. 

From the bottom of the page, the narrative moves quickly and economically to the realisation at the top 

of page 11 (isolated for impact) that her ‘flight [has been] cancelled’. The meeting with the other traveller 

is dealt with effectively and there is that lovely leap in time at the bottom of the second page (‘Half an 

hour later, they were both holding warm paper cups …’) which demonstrates that the candidate knows 

that a good story leaves some things unsaid and to be imagined by the reader (in other words we are 

‘deliberately positioned’). 

The third side focuses on the couple’s shared moments before her flight is called. Interestingly the 

candidate does not use direct speech here – we don’t know the actual words spoken – but this adds to 

the subtlety of the story and our sense of how private and special this time was spent together. 

The candidate shows time passing through further description of the storm outside and the character’s 

changed reactions to being ‘trapped’ in the airport. Another very skilful way in which the reader is 

‘deliberately positioned’ here is through the handling of the ending. As readers, we want to know what 

will happen because of this meeting, but that information is withheld from us until after the main 

character has left to board her plane. 

This was a very well crafted, engaging and convincing narrative. 
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Question 6* 

Question 6 invites a first-person narrative and possibly an autobiographical response. Mostly this is how 

candidates did approach the task. Some, although, assumed a persona to write what was clearly fiction. 

Both approaches could and did result in engaging and convincing writing, 

Frequently candidates wrote about a first day at school or college, a holiday experience or getting lost as 

a small child. The best responses were often both descriptive (of feelings and setting) and reflective (a 

lesson learned perhaps after wandering away against a parent’s instruction). Less convincing were 

accounts that read rather like the adventures of a video game character, where one unrelated obstacle 

after another presented itself to be overcome by (apparently) superhuman powers. 

Many of the features of Question 5 were present in Question 6 responses. There was often effective use 

of paragraphing and impact sentences that enhanced a piece of writing. Similarly, too, although, tenses 

were not well controlled and lack of attention to sentence structures (especially in description) was a 

common error type. 
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Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our customer support centre. 

Call us on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
	 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder
	 ocr.org.uk
	 facebook.com/ocrexams
	 twitter.com/ocrexams
	 instagram.com/ocrexaminations
	 linkedin.com/company/ocr
	 youtube.com/ocrexams

We really value your feedback

Click to send us an autogenerated email about  
this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or 
what else you need. Your email address will not be 
used or shared for any marketing purposes. 

          

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels, 
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update 
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be 
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you 
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications. 

I like this

I dislike this

I dislike this

Please note – web links are correct at date 
of publication but other websites may 
change over time. If you have any problems 
with a link you may want to navigate to that 
organisation’s website for a direct search.
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