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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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R093 series overview 

This was the second January series for R093 on the redeveloped specification for Creative iMedia. The 

application of the terminal requirements of the qualification led once more to a smaller January entry 

than in the legacy RO81 specification. However, this means that candidates are more likely to be in their 

final year of GCSE studies and have consequently taken part in more concerted examination practice 

across all their subjects.  

The terminal rule has also impacted on candidate responses with a greater synoptic understanding being 

seen to an extent. This is because the NEA units must be submitted before sitting R093, if the unit is to 

be counted.  

The overall performance this January was higher than in both of the previous series in 2024, showing 

that centres have developed a greater understanding of the requirements of the specification. However, 

many candidates did not write their responses clearly. Centres are advised to ensure that candidates are 

clear about the command word requirements and know how to construct their answers precisely. Many 

candidates lost marks by providing responses such as ‘it's easier’ or ‘it's faster’ without qualifying these 

comments.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally: 

• read the questions carefully 

• knew the content listed in the specification 

• understood the components and conventions 
of different pre-production documents 

• applied context to their answers 

• were specific and concise in their responses. 

• did not read the questions carefully providing 
excluded answers 

• did not know the listed content 

• produced answers that were not clear in their 
structure and lacked specific detail 

• did not show understanding of the purpose 
and users of different pre-production 
documents. 
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Section A overview 

This section tests Performance Objective 1, which is knowledge and understanding with no application of 

context. 

Question 1  

This was generally well answered by candidates. However, marks were lost when candidates did not 

read the question fully, missing ‘not’ in the question. 

 

Questions 2 and 3 

Candidates responded well to Questions 2 and 3 with most responses gaining the marks. 
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Question 4  

This question was generally well answered. However, candidates lost marks when they described the 

content of comics rather than their purpose. 

 

Question 5  

Candidates answered this question generally well. 

 

Question 6  

This question saw a mixed set of responses indicating a lack of knowledge of this section of the unit 

content. Many candidates used the term ‘copyright’ as an answer, which was incorrect. 
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Question 7 

This question saw a mixed set of responses, showing a lack of knowledge of the regulatory bodies in the 

UK.  

 

Question 8 

Despite the possible responses for this question being listed in the specification, this question was poorly 

answered. Candidates often provided answers that were examples of the use of the media not the 

physical media themselves. Candidates need to know the listed content in the specification.  
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Section B overview 

This section contains a range of questions based on the context for this examination series, an Asian 

inspired food show. This section requires candidates to not only answer questions based on knowledge 

recall but also to apply that knowledge in context. This provides the vocational setting in which the 

question paper is based. With questions worth up to 2 marks, candidates who did not respond well either 

had gaps in their knowledge or did not expand their answers fully. With Question 11 (b) and Question 14 

(a), candidates at times did not seem to read the question fully. This led to answers that did not justify 

why the improvements suggested would improve the document for the user stated in the question.  

 

Question 9 (a)  

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question for identifying an advantage of using an 

online survey. However, some lost marks for not being clear in explaining how this was an advantage. 

 

Question 9 (b)  

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question for identifying a disadvantage of using an 

online survey. However, as with Question 9 (a), it was the second mark that was often not given as 

candidates did not clearly state how this impacted negatively on the use of the survey, i.e. restricted the 

number of responses received, stopped some audience groupings from contributing. 
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Question 9 (c)  

This question was generally well answered.  

 

Question 9 (d)  

This question saw a mixed set of response, with candidates generally either being given full marks or 

none. Candidates were either clear in the understanding of these two terms, which are listed in the 

specification, or they were not. Many candidates were not given any marks as while examiners were 

able to see what the candidate was trying to say, the answers were too vague for any credit to be given. 

 

  



Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia - R093 - January 2025 Examiners’ report 

 10 © OCR 2025 

Questions 10 (a) (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) 

Overall, candidates answered Questions 10 (a) (i) to (iv) well. 

 



Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia - R093 - January 2025 Examiners’ report 

 11 © OCR 2025 

Question 10 (b)  

This question was generally answered poorly, with many candidates not understanding the term ‘ethos’. 

This is a term which is provided in the unit teaching content within the specification, and only covered in 

R093, for which candidates did not seem to have knowledge or understanding. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

There are multiple examples of elements of the teaching content of the R093 unit which 

students do not seem to have encountered before sitting the exam. This example highlights 

the need for centres to deliver the full teaching content of the unit and not to rely on there 

being sufficient coverage within the NEA units for this external assessment. Our Curriculum 

Planner suggests that the delivery of the R093 unit is split between the underpinning 

knowledge required to complete the NEA and the remaining content which is also required to 

complete the examination. 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/item/d3175cb6-5e3a-4839-8f6a-357bddacf1cd
https://teachcambridge.org/item/d3175cb6-5e3a-4839-8f6a-357bddacf1cd
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Question 11 (a)  

This question was generally answered well, with most candidates being given at least 1 mark. 

Candidates who were not given any marks were not clear about the responsibilities of the job role. There 

are several job roles in the specification and candidates need to know their main responsibilities and 

then be able to apply them in context, e.g. design the graphics for use in the promotional campaign for 

the shop.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates need to know the main responsibilities of the job roles listed in the specification. 
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Question 11 (b)  

This question was generally answered well, with most candidates being given at least 4 marks, which is 

the lower end of Level 2. 

Marks were lost for not improving the mind map, for example by adding connector lines or moving text 

around to add context to specific elements of the mind map. 

Many candidates were not given higher marks for not explaining how the improvements would aid help 

the graphic designer. These candidates only stated what they would improve, i.e. ‘I have brought Blue 

down to this corner to group the colours together’. They did not go that step further by explaining how 

that would aid the graphic designer, e.g. ‘This means that the graphic designer can see the whole colour 

palette in one place so they know what that can use easily.’ 

  



Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia - R093 - January 2025 Examiners’ report 

 14 © OCR 2025 

Exemplar 1 

The candidate has suggested a range of improvements to the mind map including grouping the fonts and 

all the colours together as well as adding types of healthy food that could be included. The addition of 

nodes for fonts and time shows an effective use of mind map conventions. The annotations around the 

outside explain briefly why the improvements have been made and how they would impact the graphic 

designer in their role. Greater consistency in the explanations of how the graphic designer is helped 

would have allowed full marks to be given. 

 

Question 11 (c)  

This question was generally well answered, with candidates responding with a wide range of software. 

Candidates who were not given the mark either provided hardware answers or were too vague by 

providing general answers such as Adobe, Office 365, the internet, Google, etc.  
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Question 11 (d)  

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question. Most candidates lost marks in one of two 

ways. They were either not specific about the way a mood board generates ideas visually (in comparison 

to a mind map) with various assets or they did not link it to the context of how these visual ideas are 

used.  

Candidates need to develop answers and not repeat the wording of the question and document, e.g. ‘it’s 

used to create the mood for the project’. This does not actually answer the question as its not explaining 

how it is done. 

Exemplar 2 

The candidate correctly identifies that a mood board could be used to collect images and a colour pallet, 

which refers to the visual concept of idea generation. However, the second mark is not given as it is too 

vague regarding how it would be used/its impact in the context of the question paper. 
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Question 12 (a)  

Candidates were given marks when they were clearly able to identify a characteristic of a mobile device 

such its portability, or internet connection for 1 mark. However, many were not able to explain how this 

allowed the campaign to be delivered to them. 

Many candidates were not given marks on this question since they stated that a characteristic of a 

mobile device is that ‘they are used widely’ or that ‘we all own one’. These are not characteristics; rather 

they are the effect of their characteristics. 

 

Question 12 (b)  

This was generally well answered by candidates. 
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Question 12 (c)  

This technical question saw a wide range of responses, with candidates who had the technical 

knowledge about vector images being given the marks. However, due to the mandatory unit being image 

based it was surprising that more candidates did not know and understand the technical aspects of the 

image file type.  

 

Question 12 (d)  

This was generally well answered, with most candidates being given the mark. 
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Question 13 (a)  

As previously mentioned, there are several job roles listed in the specification. Candidates need to know 

and understand the key responsibilities of these job roles. Most candidates were given at least 2 marks 

for this question. Candidates lost marks by not being clear about the responsibilities of an audio 

technician. Many responses related to the audio technician writing content rather than the recording of 

the content or setting up of the equipment. 

 

Question 13 (b)  

This question, in general, was not answered well. There are number of technical terms in the 

specification which candidates should know. Many candidates referred to terminology about imagery 

rather than audio. This is despite the question stating ‘audio’. Candidates need to read the questions 

fully. 
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Question 14 (a)  
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Most candidates performed well in this question again being given marks at Level 2 and above. 

However, marks were lost from candidates adding in extra content to the scenes rather than improving 

the scripts effectiveness for use by the director. 

The script had a number of issues regarding its use of the codes and conventions of script writing such 

as the lack of INT/EXT use, or the lack of clarity of who is speaking when and where does the speech 

end. These issues would then cause the Director issues when filming. Candidates are required on this 

question to highlight an issue, suggest how a convention could be added to the document to improve this 

issue, and then explain how the document user (the Director in this case) would benefit from this. Many 

candidates were not given full marks as they did not apply the correct conventions to the script.  

There a number of different documents listed in the specification which could appear in this type of 

question, of which the candidates need to know the conventions for their layout and use. 

Misconception 

 

Candidates need to apply the appropriate and relevant conventions to the document to 

improve it for the user. For the upper mark bands, candidates need to explain how their 

improvements help the user of the document. 

 

Question 14 (b)  

This was generally well answered. 

 

Question 14 (c)  

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question. However, many were not able to explain 

how the suggestion they made would increase audience engagement. They only stated that it would 

engage the audience. 
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Question 15 (a) (i)  

Most candidates were given 2 marks on this question with the most common response being concerned 

with tripping over wires. 

 

Question 15 (a) (ii)  

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question. However, while many stated a mitigation, 

they did not go on to explain how this reduced the risk to the camera operator. This prevented them from 

being given the full 2 marks. 

 

Question 15 (b)  

This was another question where candidates either knew the purpose of a location recce and were given 

both marks, or they did not and were given 0 marks. Once again this is a technical term in Section 3.4.4 

of the teaching content for R093 which candidates should know, that is not covered in every NEA unit. 
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