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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason.  

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Unit 2 series overview 

The Unit 2 Pre-production and planning exam allows candidates to engage with a fictional scenario, 

demonstrating their knowledge and understanding of planning a new media product. In this series, 

candidates responded to a scenario in which they worked for #OPHMedia to promote a new local sports 

initiative called Sports Warchester. The spirit of this unit appears to have been grasped and, in the main, 

candidates clearly understood the brief and were well-prepared for the structure and style of the 

examination.  

There were some issues with candidates' handwriting this series. Centres should ensure appropriate 

access arrangements are in place so that handwriting does not hinder candidates from being rewarded 

for their knowledge and understanding. Centres should also ensure that all typed scripts are double 

spaced. Examiners observed seeing a diverse range of responses across the full mark range. 

Candidates approached the questions in varied ways, and it was particularly encouraging to see centres 

incorporating feedback from previous reports into their teaching. This was especially evident in Section 

B, where examiners noted significant improvements in the 20-mark ‘Evaluation’ question. 

It was evident that candidates understood the questions and in the main provided detailed and well-

structured responses. The most successful responses were often contextualised using the brief. Some 

responses at the top end of the mark range were truly outstanding. Candidates who effectively used the 

brief and incorporated specific details from it to support their responses often achieved the highest 

marks. 

Candidates at the lower end of the mark range often wrote short, generalised responses that could apply 

to any brief rather than the one set in the exam. In Section B, less successful responses frequently 

showed a lack of understanding of the required pre-production documents, with candidates instead 

creating something they were more familiar with. Similarly, the 20-mark question was typically shorter 

and more generic, lacking the evaluative language that characterises higher achieving responses. 

There were very few incomplete papers, suggesting that timing was not a significant issue this session. 

Candidates who take the time to read and annotate the brief at the start of the exam often achieve higher 

marks than those who ‘dive’ straight into the questions. Centres are reminded that detailed, succinct, and 

contextualised responses demonstrate a better understanding of the task than overly lengthy responses 

that do not address the question. 

The most successful responses were those that did not rely solely on the OCR support materials and 

course textbook but also provided insights clearly drawn from teaching of this unit. 
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Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally: 

• managed their timing well and completed the 
paper in full 

• read and understood the specific requirements 
of the questions 

• demonstrated an understanding of the brief 
and engaged fluidly with the questions 

• contextualised their responses appropriately 
using the brief 

• could confidently use terminology 
appropriately as relevant to the question 

• wrote in-depth, succinct responses, especially 
in Question 11. 

• did not manage their timing well 

• did not engage with or misread the question 
and provided generalisations that strayed 
away from the question focus 

• did not understand the brief and made 
generalisations without reference to the brief 

• wrote responses using a scattergun approach 
or included irrelevant details from the set brief 

• wrote short or descriptive responses 

• did not use terminology well. 
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Section A overview 

Planning a new promotional campaign for the local Sports Warchester initiative proved to be an 

engaging scenario. Most candidates used the brief to support their responses. Those candidates who 

take the time to read and understand the scenario at the start of the examination often achieve the 

highest marks. Some candidates misinterpreted questions, which was particularly evident in Questions 4 

and 8 this session. 

 

Question 1 (a)  

Most candidates responded successfully to this question which required them to identify three financial 

constraints from the brief. The most common responses referred to the cost of equipment and resources, 

staffing, and the budget set by Warchester Council. 

The most common misconception was a lack of understanding of the key term ‘constraint’, with some 

candidates providing generic responses that were not necessarily financial constraints. Other responses 

mentioned the cost of paying for advertising space, which, while a valid consideration, would not be 

handled by #OPHMedia but rather by Warchester Council so was not credited this series. 
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Question 1 (b)  

Candidates often responded to this question successfully. Most responses focused specifically on the 

impact of producing a variety of different media products, with common responses including time 

constraints, reduced quality, and an increased burden on the production team. Many candidates then 

explained and expanded on one of these impacts, earning the full three marks for the question. 

A very small number of responses did not focus on the impact on the production process but instead 

discussed the effect of the sports initiative on the audience. 
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Question 2 

Most candidates responded to this question very successfully. There were plenty of explicit client 

requirements in the brief, and those candidates who referred to these directly in their responses, 

achieved the highest marks. The most common answers discussed the audience requirement of 

appealing to an 11–16-year-old demographic and the time constraint of the six-month launch deadline. 

Most responses clearly explored how the #OPHMedia team needed to consider these specific client 

requirements when planning the digital media products. 

A small number of responses did not identify a specific client requirement from the brief and instead 

focused on implicit client needs, making the question more challenging than necessary. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Some candidates did not read the question carefully. The command words ‘identify’ and 

‘explain’ indicate that the first mark is awarded for identifying something specific from the brief 

– in this instance, a client requirement. If candidates did not identify a client requirement, they 

could not access the other two marks, as they were not fully addressing the question. 

Centres should guide their candidates to ensure they read the question thoroughly and 

respond appropriately, to enable them to access all available marks. 
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Question 3 

This was a challenging question for many candidates. Most were able to identify the explicit requirement 

that the campaign needed to appeal to an 11–16-year-old audience. There were also some creative and 

original responses, such as considering the age appropriateness of the different media products that 

needed to be produced. Some candidates approached the question by explaining how the media 

products should be designed to engage the target audience, which proved to be a successful approach. 

Some candidates did not fully apply their synoptic knowledge from Unit 1 to explore demographic and 

psychographic factors that could influence producers when developing digital media products for Sports 

Warchester. For example, candidates often overlooked key demographic factors such as class, age, 

gender, ethnicity and location (Warchester), as well as psychographic aspects, including the need to 

engage and entertain audiences interested in sport.  
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Question 4 

Candidates demonstrated varying levels of success in responding to this question. Most were able to 

identify at least one relevant regulator and explain its impact on the planning and production of a specific 

digital media product. Responses that broadly explained a regulator’s role within a specific media 

industry were awarded the same marks as those that referenced specific examples from the brief. The 

most commonly discussed regulators were Ofcom and ASA, particularly in relation to the radio adverts. 

Several candidates did not discuss appropriate regulators in the context of the brief or misunderstood the 

role of their identified regulator in influencing the planning and production of digital media products. 

Some candidates incorrectly referred to regulatory bodies such as BBFC, IPSO, and PEGI, which were 

not relevant in this context and so were not credited. A small number of candidates also misread the 

question, discussing legal issues such as copyright, which did not address the requirements of the 

question. 

A common misconception was that Ofcom and ASA review and approve content before it is published, 

which is incorrect. Some candidates also confused the roles of Ofcom and the ASA, often incorrectly 

attributing the regulation of social media marketing adverts to Ofcom. 
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Misconception 

 

There were several inaccuracies in candidates' understanding of regulators and what 

constitutes a regulatory body in the media industry. 

W3C, for example, was frequently mentioned, but it is not a regulator. It is a standards 

organisation that maintains web accessibility standards and does not have legal or 

enforcement powers over media industries. 

 

Question 5 

Most candidates were able to achieve the first ‘identify’ mark. The most common response or activity 

referenced was filming the video trailers for the interactive website. There was generally a sound 

understanding of a call sheet and its purpose – most identified that a call sheet contains essential details 

about a shoot to ensure that everyone involved knows where they need to be, when, and what is 

required. Only a small number of candidates were able to achieve the third mark, as most did not fully 

explore why a call sheet would be required in the context of the brief and activity identified. 
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Question 6 (a)  

Most candidates responded to this question extremely well. Some candidates confused a production 

schedule with a Gantt chart; however, where their responses included relevant and credible content, 

marks were awarded accordingly. 

The key takeaway from this question is that a concise response is often more effective than a longer 

explanation in an ‘identify’ type question. Candidates who attempted to over-explain their responses 

sometimes unintentionally contradicted themselves. 

 

Question 6 (b)  

This question was not as well addressed as others on the paper and was the one most frequently not 

attempted by candidates. There appeared to be a lack of knowledge about site structure diagrams, 

which made it difficult for candidates to explain why they are needed when planning the interactive 

website. 

Some candidates confused site structure diagrams with wireframes. Others focused too much on the 

‘interactive’ aspect, describing how clicking buttons would direct users to different pages rather than 

explaining the purpose of a site structure diagram. 

Centres should encourage candidates to practise designing site structure diagrams and develop a clear 

understanding of their purpose – particularly how they establish hierarchy and show how pages link 

together in a website. 
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Question 7 

Overall, candidates responded successfully to this question. There was secure knowledge and 

understanding of a risk assessment, but responses were often less successful when discussing a recce. 

Most candidates were able to achieve at least Level 2 marks. 

More successful responses tended to be systematic in their comparison, often beginning with a concise 

introduction outlining the two pre-production documents, followed by a detailed and contextualised 

comparison of their similarities and differences. Level 3 responses were typically balanced, thorough, 

and well-written, with clear exemplification from the brief. Some of the most successful responses 

demonstrated a strong understanding of the distinct purposes of each document, explaining that a recce 

is primarily a location assessing document, whereas a risk assessment focuses on identifying hazards 

and risks. 

Less successful responses often showed some understanding of a risk assessment but lacked the same 

level of detail when discussing a recce. These responses were generally sound in their reference to the 

brief but sometimes focused more on differences than similarities. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Centres could encourage candidates to complete risk assessments and location recces as 

part of their practical production work to strengthen their theoretical understanding. It was 

evident that candidates who had practised these in their centre were far more confident in 

discussing them than those who had not. 
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Exemplar 1  

This is a high Level 3 response. The candidate provides an excellent and detailed comparison of a risk 

assessment and a recce. The opening paragraph effectively outlines the similarities between the two 

documents, making well-reasoned points about their purposes. The second paragraph offers a thorough 

exploration of their differences, demonstrating a strong understanding of both documents. 
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Question 8 

Most candidates responded to this question successfully. However, several misread the question, 

focusing broadly on the Sports Warchester initiative rather than the logo itself. Candidates could have 

referenced specific legal issues such as copyright, intellectual property and plagiarism, as well as more 

implicit legal considerations. 

The most common response was copyright, with candidates explaining its importance in ensuring credit 

is given to sources and avoiding legal disputes or costs. 

Several responses incorrectly discussed libel, data protection, or defamation, which do not apply to a 

logo, as it is unlikely to include personal information. This highlights the importance of reading the 

question carefully and ensuring responses are fully contextualised to what is being asked. 
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Section B overview 

This section allows candidates to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of pre-production 

documents by creating one technical and one creative document based on the brief and evaluating 

another in context. This section was generally well addressed by candidates, with evidence that centres 

have taken feedback from previous reports into account to support candidates in meeting the 

requirements of these types of questions. 

 

Question 9 
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A variety of responses were seen to this question. Most candidates used the bullet points effectively to 

guide their responses, allowing them to access the full range of marks available. 

It was clear that candidates had an appropriate and mostly accurate knowledge of wireframes, with 

many having had practical experience creating them as part of their teaching and learning in centres. 

This is excellent practice and is encouraged for future series. 

As in previous series, it is important that candidates carefully read the question to ensure they 

understand the context in which they are producing pre-production documents. A small minority misread 

the question and instead created wireframes for mobile applications rather than the website homepage, 

while others designed multiple pages instead of focusing specifically on the homepage. There were 

some instances where candidates lacked secure knowledge of a wireframe, instead producing 

visualisation diagrams. However, since wireframes can be either low-fidelity or high-fidelity, credit was 

awarded where appropriate based on the knowledge and understanding demonstrated. A very small 

number of candidates produced site structure diagrams, which did not address the question, but if a 

clear organisation of pages was visible, they were awarded 1 mark for layout. 

The most successful responses demonstrated a strong understanding of website conventions and 

incorporated relevant details from the brief, such as the placement of the Sports Warchester logo, video 

trailers, and inclusion of sponsors. Annotations were often detailed, explaining how the wireframe would 

be useful to Riley, the graphic designer, but responses often only loosely justified how their decisions 

related to the brief. In some cases, annotations were missing despite being explicitly required by the 

question. 
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Question 10 

This question was not as well addressed as Question 9. Many candidates lacked secure knowledge and 

understanding of a script. Candidates who produced scripts that weren’t specifically radio scripts were 

still credited. 

Many candidates took a broad-brush approach by including multiple technical conventions without fully 

considering their relevance to the question. For example, many candidates focused on an audio-visual 

script showing camera movement, animations, locations, rather than a radio script as required by the 

question. 

Most candidates included an appropriate presenter, narrator or voice-over, and the vast majority 

included some reference to sound. Many responses lacked any reference to the 30-second timing 

specified in the question. The most successful scripts often referenced Sports Warchester, with some 

candidates including a call to action directing the audience to the website. Only a small minority 

referenced sponsors, despite this being an element of the brief. 

In some cases, scripts read like generic conversations between two people about sport rather than 

promotional radio scripts designed to promote the Sports Warchester initiative to the local residents. 
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Question 11* 

This question was largely addressed successfully by candidates who were well-prepared for this style of 

question and had a secure understanding of concept art. It was encouraging to see that centres had 

taken feedback on board from previous series by encouraging candidates to fully evaluate the pre-

production document stated in the question before suggesting alternative documents. 

Level 4 responses this session were generally characterised by: 

• detailed and accurate knowledge of the purpose of concept art  

• a clear and logical line of reasoning  

• consistent use of evaluative language  

• appropriate use of specialist media terminology  

• relevant and explained suggestions for alternative documents 

• relevant references to the set exam brief. 

More successful responses were structured around the use and purpose of concept art and how it might 

be used in the planning and pre-production process for Sports Warchester. Candidates often supported 

their points with clear and detailed references to the brief, using evaluative language to explain why 

concept art might be useful at different stages of planning and pre-production. Many responses also 

evaluated its effectiveness in whether it would help council stakeholders assess the suitability of the logo 

and the other media products required. 

Less successful responses often only explained what concept art is and how it could be applied to a 

media product but lacked specific examples from the brief to illustrate its application. Some candidates 

did not fully understand what concept art was and instead focused on a different planning document they 

felt more comfortable discussing. This approach did not answer the question, limiting these candidates to 

a maximum of Level 1. Other less successful responses did not address all aspects of the question. For 

example, some explained what concept art is, briefly applied its use to the brief, but did not evaluate its 

effectiveness. This omission significantly impacted the marks candidates could achieve, as the mark 

scheme required evaluation to progress beyond Level 1. Many of the less successful responses were 

limited to this level because of this. 

The specification lists the pre-production and planning documents that candidates should be familiar 

with.  All the pre-production documents listed should be covered in teaching and learning to ensure 

candidates can effectively apply them in an exam context. 
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Exemplar 2  
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This is an excellent evaluation of the effectiveness of creating concept art. The candidate considers 

several advantages and disadvantages, consistently linking them to the context of the question (creating 

a logo) and the product brief.  

A holistic understanding is demonstrated by discussing job roles and another relevant pre-production 

documents, a visualisation diagram. The response remains fully contextualised within the brief, focusing 

on specific elements to support the evaluation.  

The use of evaluative language is strong, with clear discourse markers framing the response – both at 

the beginning and end – to establish topic sentences and clincher sentences, reinforcing the focus of the 

question.  

However, full marks were not awarded as the candidate could have considered another suitable 

document or explored how a combination of documents could be used to provide a more nuanced 

evaluation and stronger line of reasoning. 
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Exemplar 3  
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The response begins with a personal evaluative statement, setting up a strong opening. The discussion 

of concept art is appropriate but somewhat generic. The explanation of how concept art can be used to 

gain feedback is generally effective, and there is some consideration of teamwork, with references to 

specific team members. However, by the second page, the response loses relevance, shifting the focus 

from planning to the production process. This lack of focus impacts the depth of evaluation. 
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