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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper Y321/01 series overview 

Y321 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests 

an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a 

named in-depth topic and through two essays.  

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge 

to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The 

question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the 

interpretation.  

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• showed a clear understanding of the views of 
the two interpretations in relation to the 
question 

• were able to use contextual knowledge to test 
the interpretations, linking that knowledge 
directly to the interpretation through evaluative 
words 

• were able to consider both the strengths and 
limitations of both Interpretations using 
contextual knowledge 

• covered the whole period in a balanced way 

• adopted a thematic approach 

• made links and comparisons between aspects 
of the topic 

• explained the links and comparisons 

• supported their arguments with precise and 
relevant examples 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question. 

• showed a limited understanding of one or both 
of the Interpretations 

• did not go beyond a basic explanation of part 
of the Interpretation 

• did not link any contextual knowledge directly 
to the Interpretation and therefore did not 
evaluate the Interpretation 

• adopted a chronological rather than thematic 
approach 

• did not make links or comparisons even if 
events from different parts of the period were 
discussed in the same paragraph 

• did not cover the whole period 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions. 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view 

of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of 

contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the 

issue. 

Section A in Paper Y321 is focused on British policy towards Palestine at the end of the First World War. 

 

Question 1  

Candidates were able to recognise the differences between the two interpretations. Rogan, in Passage 

A, sets British policy towards Palestine in the context of efforts to consolidate their ‘unrivalled’ ‘mastery 

over the Middle East’. The mandate in Palestine, however, was almost doomed to inevitable failure 

because of the expectation that Britain would establish a state for the indigenous people of the region as 

well as a Jewish homeland. Bunton, in Passage B, offers a different view, one focused on the strategic 

value of Palestine to Britain due to its proximity to the Suez Canal. The British found an ally in the Zionist 

cause in supporting these interests in Palestine. Their ultimate goal, according to Bunton, was to keep 

foreign influence, notably of the French, out of Palestine.  

In evaluating Passage A, candidates drew on relevant knowledge of British policy in the region during 

and shortly after the First World War. For example, it was noted that the terms of the Balfour Declaration, 

noted in the passage, but expanded upon by candidates, contradicted the promises made to the Arab 

people in the McMahon-Hussein correspondence only a short time before. In evaluating Rogan’s claim 

about mounting nationalist opposition, the 1920 revolt in Iraq was often cited, while efforts to cede 

‘nominal independence’ were linked to the installation of pro-British rulers in Iraq and Transjordan. 

‘Communal conflict’ was evaluated against evidence of Arab-Jewish conflict, such as in Jerusalem in 

1920 and Jaffa in 1921. A variety of evidence was used to support Rogan’s contention that Palestine 

represented ‘Britain’s greatest imperial failure in the Middle East’.  

The importance of the Suez Canal, noted by Bunton, was evaluated using data on the amount of 

shipping which passed through it, Britain’s need to maintain contact with its possessions in the east, and 

the Empire’s ongoing need for oil coming from Persia. Candidates demonstrated broad knowledge of 

Zionism and the influence of prominent Zionists on British policy, such as Rothschild. Some candidates 

even attempt to explain Bunton’s reference to the Bible in the context of the restoration of a Jewish 

nation while others referenced the pogroms in eastern Europe. Candidates usually disagreed with 

Bunton’s contention about British concern over French influence in the region. Knowledge of the Sykes-

Picot agreement was usually demonstrated and the fact that Britain and France had been allies in the 

war was used to undermine the interpretation.  

Some candidates, when addressing both interpretations, drew on later knowledge (which can be seen in 

Exemplar 1), such as increased Jewish immigration as a result of Hitler’s policies in Germany and the 

persecution of the Jews during the Second World War. On occasion, such as when candidates tried to 

evaluate Rogan’s suggestion that Palestine represented Britain’s greatest failure in the region, it was 

appropriate to use later knowledge as further support. But the knowledge used throughout the answer 

needed to be focused largely on the period identified in the question, ‘at the end of the First World War’. 

Exemplar 1 provides an example of an answer in which there is a good focus on the question with good 

evaluation even if it is not extensive. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 is an example of a Level 5 response, in which there is evaluation of the interpretations using 

relevant knowledge. This evaluation is less developed and there are some less effective comments 

relating to Passage A which make use of later knowledge. 
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B 

candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should 

explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of 

continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be 

made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important 

that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.  

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

Question 2 was slightly more popular than questions 3 and 4. 

 

Question 2*  

Many candidates chose to address this question by looking at each of the Great Powers in turn, 

beginning with Russia, before looking at Britain and the US, and sometimes France. This approach 

tended to produce answers that explained the influence of each country, sometimes charting its ebb and 

flow during the period, often with fairly detailed relevant knowledge. But such an approach did not always 

allow for the development of synthesis.  

Those candidates who adopted a thematic approach usually looked at political, economic and social 

influence. Where change and continuity was noted, candidates often drew attention to the growing 

influence of the US in the region during the latter part of the period, following the collapse of the Soviet 

Union. This was reflected chiefly in the second war in Iraq. Russia’s influence was seen as fairly limited 

throughout the period, reaching a peak in the 1950s through its close relations with Arab nationalist 

leaders such as Nasser in Egypt (the Czech arms deal, 1955). British influence was well known with 

many candidates demonstrating good knowledge of its gradual waning as the period progressed. The 

Suez crisis was cited as a clear moment of change in British influence, as Britain, together with France 

and Israel, were forced to withdraw. The role of the US in putting pressure on Britain also marked 

something of a turning-point, with US influence in the region gradually growing as a result. Where 

synthesis occurred, comments were often less developed. It is not enough simply to note change or 

continuity; for synthesis to be developed, explanation as to why that change or continuity has occurred is 

needed.  

Misconception 

 

Synthesis requires an explanation as to why change has occurred during the period or why 

there is continuity; it is not simply about noting that something has changed or stayed the 

same. 
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Question 3* 

Some candidates attempted to trace the evolution of the Palestinian issue from the moment of British 

involvement and the creation of Mandatory Palestine to more recent events towards the end of the 

period. This approach, whilst often based on fairly detailed knowledge, proved less effective, since it was 

difficult to develop synthesis from a largely chronological approach.  

Other candidates took a thematic approach by looking at such issues as land, politics (principally, 

relations with Israel) and religion, including the rise of extremism. Other themes addressed by 

candidates included social and economic factors. Some candidates argued that a shift occurred away 

from land as the key issue following the UN’s decision to divide Mandatory Palestine in 1947 towards 

politics and the need to find peaceful co-existence. Change was also noted in relation to the theme of 

religion, with earlier Jewish terrorism giving way to Islamic extremism. Knowledge was often fairly 

detailed and many candidates demonstrated understanding of the Palestinian issue. Synthesis was not 

always apparent or sufficiently developed though. 

 

Question 4* 

As in answers to the other two questions in this section, some candidates provided explanations of key 

factors relating to Pan Arabism, often with fairly detailed knowledge, but without offering any developed 

synthesis. Candidates who adopted this approach would often focus on Egypt and the role of Nasser in 

promoting Pan Arabism (‘Voice of the Arabs’, the formation of the UAR, and his policy towards the west). 

This often led into discussion of the achievements of Sadat and the impact of his decision to negotiate 

with Israel following the Yom Kippur war which alienated many Arabs who supported the Palestinian 

cause. Some candidates were able to comment on the significance of Nasser and Sadat in the context of 

Pan Arabism, with Nasser’s presidency seen as something of a high point, while Sadat’s ultimately 

contributed to its decline.  

Other events discussed included the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s. While this certainly worked against the 

development of Pan Arabism, many candidates appeared to see the war as a conflict between Arabs. 

The Iranians, however, are Persians, and not Arabs. Thus, whilst the war undermined Arab strength, its 

significance in relation to the question often needed more measured consideration. Candidates often 

focused on the weaknesses of Pan Arabism, as reflected in the failure to establish Arab unity (the 

collapse of the UAR), the limitations of the ideology, which often came second to national interests, and 

the rise of Islamic fundamentalism at the expense of Pan Arabism. Candidates who adopted a thematic 

approach looked at such themes as religion (linked to the rise of Islamic fundamentalism), politics 

(notably, Sadat’s decision to negotiate with Israel), society (the inability to develop a shared ideology), 

and military (Sadat, again, and the Yom Kippur war, and Nasser’s success in the Suez Crisis). As noted 

above, many candidates provided explanations of factors without developing synthesis.  

Exemplar 2 provides an example of an answer that adopts a thematic approach, includes explanation 

with fairly detailed and accurate knowledge, and some less developed attempts at synthesis which 

pushed the answer into Level 5. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is an example of a Level 5 response in which the candidate has adopted a thematic 

approach. There is a good focus on the question with generally accurate and detailed knowledge. The 

candidate has made some attempt at identifying change and continuity, but the comments are less 

developed. 
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