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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper Y318/01 series overview 

Y318 is one of twenty one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests 

an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a 

named in-depth topic and through two essays.  

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge 

to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The 

question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the 

interpretation.  

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• showed a clear understanding of the views of 

the two interpretations in relation to the 

question 

• were able to use contextual knowledge to test 

the interpretations, linking that knowledge 

directly to the interpretation through evaluative 

words 

• were able to consider the strengths and/or 

limitations of both interpretations using 

contextual knowledge 

• covered the whole period in a balanced way 

• adopted a thematic approach 

• made links and comparisons between aspects 

of the topic 

• explained the links and comparisons 

• supported their arguments with precise and 

relevant examples 

• reached a supported judgement about the 

issue in the question. 

• showed a limited understanding of one or both 

of the interpretations 

• did not go beyond a basic explanation of the 

interpretation 

• did not link contextual knowledge directly to 

the Interpretation and therefore did not 

evaluate the interpretation 

• adopted a chronological rather than thematic 

approach 

• did not make links or comparisons, even if 

events from different parts of the period were 

discussed in the same paragraph 

• did not cover the whole period 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 

question 

• did not use specific and relevant evidence 

• made unsupported comments about issues 

which were no more than assertions. 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view 

of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of 

contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the 

issue. 

Section A in Paper Y318 is focused on the weaknesses of the Provisional Government, with Passage A 

suggesting that weaknesses were rooted in its unelected status and the loss of credibility due to failed 

reforms, while Passage B focused on the impact of military failures and the strength of radical political 

views.  

 

Question 1 

Many candidates answered this question well, showing sound knowledge and understanding of the 

issues related to the rule of the Provisional Government and the wider historiographical debate about 

this period. Some candidates recognised that Passage A can be used to support the view that the 

Provisional Government was ‘doomed from the start’, while Passage B resonates more with the 

alternative view that the Provisional Government was not doomed from the start, failing instead due to 

external pressures. While acknowledgement of this traditional debate was often helpful, allowing 

candidates to show their understanding of different interpretations, it sometimes prevented candidates 

from focusing fully on the specific arguments within each passage.  

The strongest answers identified specific arguments within each passage and supported or challenged 

these using additional contextual knowledge. For example, many candidates supported the view in 

Passage A that ‘the provisional government lacked support’ with knowledge of how it was formed from 

the last Duma and included many landed elites that were not representative of the population. This point 

could also be made to support elements of Passage B. Candidates were also able to use their 

knowledge about land seizures to support the view that ‘reforms failed’.  

Similarly, candidates made valid points in support of Passage B, which suggest that reforms were more 

successful, by their knowledge of reforms such as freedom of the press and the removal of the secret 

police. Successful candidates also demonstrated knowledge that the Kornilov Affair weakened the 

government because it led them to arm the Bolsheviks, or provided detail about the political, economic, 

and social problems caused by the war (picking up on the passage’s claim that ‘war was the most 

divisive issue’). The very best answers selected multiple points from each passage and clearly evaluated 

them using additional knowledge, before evaluating which passage they found most convincing.  

Weaker answers showed a lack of specific knowledge about this period. Although many candidates 

could identify and explain the general arguments presented in each passage, the explanation was vague 

and not supported with any specific, detailed knowledge. On occasion, candidates relied on knowledge 

that was less relevant, such as events earlier in the war, pre-1917, or following the October Revolution. 

This knowledge could not be credited where it was not specifically linked to an argument in the 

passages.  
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Assessment for learning 

 

Phrases such as ‘this is convincing because…’ or ‘this is valid when considering…’ are 

excellent for signposting where a candidate is evaluating the passage. They must be paired 

with specific and relevant knowledge to be credited as valid evaluation.  
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Exemplar 1  
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This response shows consistently detailed; relevant knowledge being used to evaluate several 

arguments from each passage. Evaluation is clear throughout the answer, and the candidate also 

considers why some arguments or interpretations are more convincing, relative to points made in the 

other passage. This response is clearly of Level 6 standard due to the consistent, detailed approach.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B 

candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should 

explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of 

continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be 

made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important 

that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.  

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

 

Question 2* 

This question required candidates to focus on political change, related to the nature of government. Most 

candidates chose to focus on themes such as government structure, local government, ideology, or 

repression, and explained the changes (or lack of change) made by rulers within those themes. This was 

a valid and often successful approach. Explanations of economic or social changes could not be credited 

as relevant.  

Some candidates struggled to reach the higher levels as they either did not take a thematic approach to 

this question, preferring to focus on one leader in each paragraph, or did not cover the full period, 

describing change/continuity during the rule of only two or three leaders.  

To reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates needed to compare the extent of change 

made by the Communist leaders and the Tsars, clearly explaining similarities or differences in their 

willingness to accept political change. This creates the synthesis we are looking for in the essay 

questions. Weaker candidates described changes made by each ruler, without clearly explaining 

comparisons.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Comparisons must be explained in order to show developed synthesis. Phrases such as 

‘similarly’ or ‘in contrast’ are useful, but must be supported if candidates are to reach the 

higher levels of the mark scheme 
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Exemplar 2 
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This response is an extract that demonstrate synthesis that is variable in quality. The candidate does 

take a thematic approach, with the first paragraph focused on structure of government. At the start of this 

paragraph, the candidate largely focuses only on Alexander II, explaining changes made during his 

reign, but with little comparison to any other ruler. The candidate does use the phrase ‘in contrast’ before 

moving on to discuss Lenin’s rule, but the comparison between Alexander II and Lenin is not explained 

and so is implicit. However, this response becomes much stronger towards the end of the paragraph, 

where the candidate brings their argument together, showing better synthesis. Similarly, in the second 

paragraph, the candidate describes changes to repression under Alexander III, then Nicholas II, then 

Khrushchev, with implicit comparisons. At the end of the paragraph, the candidate explains the 

comparison more clearly, again showing better synthesis here.  

Level 5 requires ‘developed synthesis’. While the first half of each paragraph is more indicative of a 

Level 4 response with more simple comparisons, the latter half of each paragraph shows that the Level 5 

criteria is being met with more sustained comparisons. However, the synthesis shown is not consistent 

or ‘fully developed’ enough to reach Level 6. As there is some developed synthesis, supported with 

generally accurate and detailed knowledge, this is a good example of a high Level 5 answer.  

 

Question 3* 

This was the most popular of the three essay questions. Most candidates found success in a thematic 

approach, with a paragraph focusing on each of the freedoms mentioned in the question – personal, 

political, and religious. Occasionally, candidates took a different approach, perhaps focusing on living 

standards or social reforms as their themes. Alternative approaches were acceptable, but only if they 

covered personal, political, and religious freedoms within the chosen themes. Candidates who used 

alternative approaches often did not fully focus on the question.  

To reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates were required to show synthesis by 

comparing improvements/lack of improvement across the period, within each paragraph. Many 

candidates were able to show good knowledge of changes made by individual rulers. However, less 

successful responses described these changes without explaining comparisons across the period. It was 

common for candidates to take a chronological approach within each paragraph, describing the change 

or lack of change under each ruler in turn, but this did not lead to developed synthesis.  
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Exemplar 3  
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This response is a very good demonstration of a Level 4 standard response, where the candidate has 

struggled to explain the comparisons and therefore does not show developed synthesis. There is some 

good knowledge used, and the answer is mostly focused, with the knowledge being relevant to the 

question.  

The candidate has attempted to compare rulers on a couple of occasions, but overall, changes under 

each ruler are explained separately and comparisons are implicit. This response also did not fully 

explore political freedoms and covered most, but not quite all, of the period. Taking into consideration the 

quality of synthesis, quality of knowledge, and coverage of the period, Level 4 was the best fit for this 

response.  
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Question 4* 

This question elicited a wide range of responses from candidates. Many candidates focused on the 

political, economic, and social impact of wars and revolutions. Others focused on living standards, 

working conditions, and access to food. Some candidates considered the impact on urban society and 

the impact on rural society. All these approaches were valid, provided they focused on the impact of 

wars and revolutions on the people.  

The strongest answers compared multiple wars and revolutions within the chosen themes, 

demonstrating how some conflicts had a greater impact than others. Successful candidates made 

supported judgements based on whether the changes brought by conflict were long-lasting, or the 

proportion of the population that were affected. This was, overall, a very open-ended question that 

enabled some sophisticated comparisons and judgements. 

However, there were many notably weaker responses to this question. The question requires candidates 

to compare the October Revolution of 1917 with other wars and revolutions across the period. Some 

candidates confused the October Revolution of 1917 with the 1905 Revolution, or the February 1917 

Revolution, resulting in weak and confused responses. Other candidates compared the October 1917 

Revolution to one or two other conflicts but did not sufficiently cover the period.  

Some candidates also struggled to focus on the ‘wars and revolutions’ aspect of the question, instead 

showing knowledge of changes made by individual rulers such as Stalin or Khrushchev, but without 

explaining how these were connected to World War Two or the Cold War. This knowledge could then not 

always be credited as relevant.  

As with the other two essays, the best responses were those that could explain comparisons between 

wars and revolutions. Answers that described the impact of individual wars and revolutions in turn did not 

show the developed synthesis required to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.  

Assessment for learning 

 

With ‘turning point’ questions such as this one, candidates must still cover the period as much 

as possible. For this question, candidates needed to cover a range of wars/revolutions to 

reach a substantiated judgement about the period as a whole.  
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