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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper Y314/01 series overview 

Y314 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests 

an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a 

named in-depth topic and through two essays.  

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge 

to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The 

question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the 

interpretation.  

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• showed a clear understanding of the views of 
the two passages in relation to the question 

• were able to use contextual knowledge to test 
the passages, linking that knowledge directly 
to the passages with evaluative words 

• were able to consider both the strengths and 
the limitations of the passages using 
contextual knowledge 

• covered the whole period in a balanced way 
in the essay questions 

• adopted a thematic approach 

• made links and comparisons between aspects 
of the topic 

• supported their arguments with precise and 
relevant examples 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question. 

• showed a limited understanding of one or both 
of the passages 

• did not go beyond a basic explanation of part 
of the passage 

• did not link any contextual knowledge directly 
to the passage and therefore did not evaluate 
the passage 

• adopted a chronological rather than a thematic 
approach in the essay questions 

• did not make links or comparisons even if 
events from different parts of the period were 
discussed in the same paragraph 

• did not cover the whole period 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions. 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view 

of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of 

contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the 

issue. 

Section A in Paper Y314 is focused on the responsibility of the Kaiser and his government for the First 

World War. 

 

Question 1 

This question was well answered with most candidates having a good knowledge of Germany’s role in 

the lead up to the outbreak of the First World War. The main arguments of both passages were 

understood well. Candidates could see that Passage A argues that the government did not want war but 

were willing to take the risk, while Passage B argues that the government, and many other groups in 

Germany, actively wanted war. There is no requirement to mention any other historians’ views in relation 

to the responsibility of the Kaiser and his government. 

Successful responses used detailed knowledge of the period, such as Weltpolitik and the Kaiser’s desire 

to rival the British Navy in the longer term and then the assassination of Franz Ferdinand and the July 

Crisis in the shorter term. The most successful responses used their knowledge to evaluate the views in 

the passages, for example the fact that the Kaiser was cruising in the Baltic in July 1914 was used to 

support the argument in Passage A and the building of the Berlin to Baghdad railway and ‘blank cheque’ 

given to Austria in July 1914 were used to support the argument in Passage B. Stronger responses 

effectively used evaluative language such as ‘supported by’ and ‘challenged by’. Less successful 

responses simply explained the views in the passages, and some became confused over Passage A 

and saw it as an argument that the Kaiser and his government both expected and wanted war in 1914. 

There was also a tendency to only look at the strengths of each passage or when looking at limitations 

only evaluated by omission by using phrases such as ‘fails to mention’. There are also still a few 

candidates who write about the provenance of the passages when it is not relevant to this question. 
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Exemplar 1  
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Exemplar 1 is a good example of a Level 6 answer. The response has a good overview of the arguments 

in each passage in relation to the question and then uses detailed own knowledge to evaluate the 

strengths and weaknesses of each passage. It did not achieve full marks as its evaluation of Passage B 

is less strong than Passage A. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should take an overview of each passage and explain in their own words what the 

main view of each historian is in relation to the question. 
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B 

candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should 

explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of 

continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be 

made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important 

that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.  

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

 

Question 2* 

This was the most popular of the essay questions and there were some very strong answers which 

adopted themes such as free trade, protectionism, railways and economic nationalism. It was also 

effective to compare the Zollverein to other economic developments within the themes of economic, 

political and cultural nationalism. The key to success was to link economic developments to the growth 

of German nationalism and not just run though the different economic developments in the period. There 

were some impressive responses which linked the Zollverein to the growth of Prussian economic power 

before unification in 1871 as well as comparing this to the desire for economic growth and new markets 

which arguably drove German Weltpolitik in the later period.  

Less successful answers sometimes adopted a chronological approach and ran out of steam by 1871 

and even some otherwise stronger responses over-focused on the earlier period, perhaps because the 

Zollverein was in the question. There were also a significant minority of candidates who misread the 

question and compared the Zollverein to political and cultural developments in the period and sometimes 

to the role of leaders. These could only be credited with partial focus and did not get higher than Level 3. 

 

Question 3* 

This was the least popular essay question but there were some very strong responses. These either took 

a thematic approach looking at the relative role of the decline of Austria within political, economic and 

cultural themes or compared the named factor with others such as Prussian strength, the role of leaders 

and nationalism across the period. These essays were able to focus on the struggle between Austria and 

Prussia before 1871 and also many successfully mentioned the ‘blank cheque’ given to Austria in 1914. 

Less successful answers were often imbalanced with an over-focus on the 1848 to 1866 period and 

some were essentially a description of how Prussia had emerged dominant by 1871. Some only focused 

on the decline of Austria and did not compare it to other important factors in this period such as the 

growth of mass nationalism. 
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Question 4* 

This was a popular question and the very best responses benefitted from defining what they understood 

as Prussian ambitions and the aims of German nationalists and how they both changed across the 

period. The best way to achieve synthesis across the period was within themes such as political, 

economic and mass nationalism and to stay closely focused on the question within a thematic approach. 

Many strong responses pointed out that the pan-German nationalism of the later period was when 

Prussia and the wider German nationalist interests aligned the most, whereas both the failure of the 

1848 revolutions and the Wars of Unification in the 1860s arguably told a different story. Less successful 

responses often did not get to grips with the focus of the question and were unsure as to why there 

would be differences between Prussia and German nationalists in this period. Some less successful 

answers stopped in 1871 and many over-focused on the 1848 to 1871 period. 

Exemplar 2  
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Exemplar 2 is a good example of a Level 6 essay which establishes themes in the introduction and then 

has good synthesis in each of its paragraphs and reaches a substantiated judgement. 
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