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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y221 series overview

Y221 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests a
coherent period of non-British History through a short answer essay question and a traditional essay
question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

On this paper the overwhelming majority of candidates opted for Question 2.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short answer essay one in a superficial way

e reached a developed and supported e produced a judgement that was not supported
judgement as to which issue was more and was therefore assertion or a judgement
significant or important that did not follow logically from the response

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the e were unable to use their knowledge to address
focus of the question the issue in the question

¢ in answering the essay question candidates ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major
discussed at least two issues in depth issues relevant to the essay

e comparatively evaluated their chosen factors e were unable to support their answer with
in the essays relevant or accurate material

e gave supporting detail which was both ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
accurate and relevant to the question set, not question
just the topic

e made unsupported comments about issues
e reached a supported judgement about the which were no more than assertions.
issue in the question

e made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

OCR support

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

@ You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(a) Which of the following was more successful in Nazi Germany during the period from 1933 to 19397?

(i) Gleichschaltung
(ii) Autarky

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was the less popular of the two questions but elicited a wide range of responses. Understanding of
both terms was variable. Gleichschaltung was more well-known with the best responses taking a wide
understanding of the term and producing analytical considerations which looked at a wide range of
features including policies towards religion, women and the youth. The best responses also adopted a
wider context including control of opposition and the development of a one party state. Autarky was less
well-known. A number of candidates were uncertain of the meaning of autarky and wrote generally on
the authoritarian nature of Nazi rule, while better responses were able to look at the drive for self-
sufficiency and the development of ersatz products, tying this into preparations for war.

Misconception

For some candidates, autarky was seen as a measure of authoritarian control by the Nazis
rather than a drive for self-sufficiency.

5 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025

Exemplar 1

4| o

© OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025

Examiners’ report

{2 N_XG:}M&, {ﬁ \’:A.b

e Lol

oo
W e

© OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

o roa 0N ol w
ST o RN 1Y, U D - 2
Cpen‘;m__xk.(i}@ (Wé)\y& e < 2

Phan N, Garie, Oho
‘ﬁjﬂ o “wersm, . (e, oQS Wm%
TS SOepotts A 5005 oD omemdB
@)m YA Q;\u-eﬂfzf O-ﬂ()/ : W

Nl s T\Irgﬁg_’. oS
%[AM? N g OyoTe L

SRR\ S R I
&Wﬁ. Cgtxg;k, &w}@\iﬁrj e by,

8 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Wﬁ,_ (l—\yﬁ

T,

o)
o &

w—bo&io..

,50.

\ S

\A-m N‘IZJM

143% .

This Level 6 exemplar demonstrates a response which gives a thorough evaluation of both factors
before arriving at a substantiated judgement.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ‘The building of the Berlin Wall was the most significant development in the division of Germany
during the period from the end of the Berlin Blockade in May 1949 to 1963.

How far do you agree? [20]

This question also elicited a wide range of responses, with less successful responses uncertain of
developments that led to the division of Germany. Some candidates included material from pre-May
1949 and therefore outside the scope of the question. A number produced narrative accounts of the
Berlin Blockade and were confined to the lower reaches of the mark-scheme. Better responses
examined the impact of the construction of the Berlin Wall, focusing on the division to families and
communities and the tensions created between the East and West. The best responses noted how the
Wall stabilised East German society by protecting its workforce. In contrast many candidates examined
the growth of West Germany and its acceptance internationally as more significant in terms of the
division of Germany. Notable inclusions were the creation of a German army in 1955, its engagement in
the Korean War, the creation of the Basic Law and the adoption of the Hallstein Doctrine as being
ultimately more significant in the division of Germany. Other candidates looked at events in the East,
including the 1953 uprising and the use of Soviet troops as equally significant.

Misconception

O Some candidates believed the Berlin Wall was constructed at the end of the Berlin Blockade.
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2

(a) Which of the following was the more important cause of tensions over Germany during the period
from 1945 to 19497

(i) Bizonia

(ii) The Berlin Blockade

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was the more popular of the two questions and most candidates were able to produce a balanced
analysis and evaluation of both features. Bizonia was misread by some who saw it as the unification of
the French and British zones, whereas others wrote very generally about Bizonia and tensions and were
restricted to Level 2. Better responses were able to define Bizonia fully and demonstrate how it led to
improved communications and eventually the formation of Trizonia. Most candidates wrote more
confidently on the Berlin Blockade, although some confused this with the Berlin Wall crisis and wrote
about tank conflicts at Checkpoint Charlie. Better responses were able to focus on the tensions caused
by the Blockade, including the potential for war.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘Communist revolts were the greatest challenge facing the German government during the period
from 1919 to 1923

How far do you agree? [20]

This was generally well-answered by many candidates who were able to write fairly confidently on a
number of issues. Most candidates were aware of the Spartacist revolt, but strong responses also
considered a number of communist revolts from across the period in question including Red Bavaria and
German October. In contrast most candidates were able to discuss the challenges posed by right wing
extremists, including the role of the Freikorps, the Kapp Putsch and the Munich Putsch. A few
candidates saw the Kapp Putsch as being a Communist revolt, however. Details of these revolts varied,
although the best answers were able to substantiate their arguments with specific detail. Alternative
arguments included the threats posed by the Treaty of Versailles, the invasion of the Ruhr and
subsequent hyperinflation crisis as well as constitutional weaknesses. The best answers were able to
comparatively evaluate the importance of these challenges to arrive at a substantiated judgement.

10 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Exemplar 2

B2l v

curings bhe peioor 1419 £ 1923 Copw &Gudv%mﬁm'%, ot oo szer Lubpe ca

%vew QM@IMJA%.@. £ 1, o000t e de bne Lm%ovvohu\mt argh {ncreovoe (i yanltace

M%Mweok- Murere Bne %mmm_m@wgﬁ%m@_

O p A V.

Qm’}’tx(\r (L munagt m'\b;\%;s cou

Foel¥onps Als showvwedhows dhe comalt in (S Lson weoicarol €regeymeed

(e _crotiuige b ire (Weionos conitishine Eunurnove, B ronsesnr co catluin
Upﬁs{\noj COsMect oy The SOmma s s ﬁlﬂﬁn&.ﬁmm_tmmgn%.nm
g.oumu‘u/:l elo tindua (‘_M\\e‘nj_ Basd Nuisaadae ot Stadks 1 Mﬁ&%dﬁ,ﬁ%ﬁe

Baean v laresce O Qng \eMdNSBcLG‘ Herte Le cousee hosos tne. momwpé_

e commauisg® fhveos was?

1923 -

Couite, ﬁurdfw wﬁnﬁ epposThun thuwm%mmﬁmm

11 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

‘(o;‘n-o u.ﬁunh\aj MaWile's

OACA Ohe PloACon AU IDINCTVERS YA A QM@;J&;MC_&_S&MGDJM&C&—

b o Mo corses how QUL WasS oopabe (hrcar b guochguis

A Ogecun Nreak oaDne (pirel oy hamn poguarecit orearetl Bhe reusidhos |
o y b

o e Seen e mﬂ&cg%&ﬁ%&m%&uw

12 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y221/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

S
Fuum%mmx Ve 923 .

In Exemplar 2, the quality of judgement and substantiated argument meant that this response was
placed at the lower end of Level 6.

Assessment for learning

To reach Level 6 candidates must comparatively analyse their chosen factors and arrive at a
series of interim as well as a final judgement of the importance of their chosen factor in
relation to the question.
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Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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