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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y219 series overview

Y219 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a
traditional essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer
essay and a traditional essay. Candidates must answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Both questions were equally popular among the candidates.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the two issues in the

the short answer essay

reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

linked their knowledge of the issues to the
focus of the question

discussed at least two relevant issues in depth
in the traditional essay question

gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

short answer essay or discussed one in a
superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was, therefore, assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address
the issue in the question

showed a lack of understanding of the major
issues relevant to the traditional essay
question

were unable to support their response with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

© OCR 2025
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(@) Which of the following had the greater impact on Russia during the period from 1894 to 1905?

(i) The influence of Pobedonostsev
(ii) The influence of Witte

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Responses needed to assess which of these two men had the greater impact on Russia between 1894
and 1905. There were a number of candidates who had difficulty with this question because there was
an imbalance of knowledge and, therefore, in analysis between the two men. Most candidates had
knowledge of Witte and the differentiating factor was the quality of their knowledge.

However, there were a significant number of candidates whose knowledge was less detailed concerning
Pobedonostsev. As a result, some candidates provided generalised knowledge and analysis for this
factor, and this meant that those responses were considered to be 'partial' answers. In which case, such
answers could not attain above Level 4. Most candidates were aware that Pobedonostsev was Nicholas
II's tutor. More accomplished answers showed candidates’ detailed knowledge by referring to
Pobedonostsev’s role as Procurator General of the Holy Synod which gave him huge influence over
religion and education. His anti-Semitism was reflected in the pogroms of the 1890s.

Misconception

Witte was not Prime Minister in the 1890s. He was Prime Minister for a short time between
November 1905 and May 1906.

He was Minister of Transport for a short time from February to August 1892 and then Minister
of Finance from 1892 to 1903.
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Exemplar 1 is a successful attempt to address Question 1 (a), particularly in the range of knowledge of
Pobedonostsev. The response attained Level 5.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ‘Lenin’s leadership of Russia was not a success.’

How far do you agree? [20]

The purpose of this question was for candidates to assess whether Lenin’s leadership of Russia was a
'success'. Some candidates needed to think carefully about the words used in the question. Firstly,
'Lenin's leadership of Russia' provides clues concerning the time period involved in the question. Lenin
was leader of Russia from the October Revolution 1917 to his death in 1924. Some candidates did not
fully appreciate these dates and wrote their answers to include the time that Lenin was leader of the
Bolshevik Party.

The statement in the question is that his leadership 'was not a success'. Some candidates did not fully
understand that the question required them to provide knowledge and analysis covering both sides of the
argument as to whether he was successful or not. Therefore, some candidates only provided one side of
the argument which meant that their answers were 'partial' and could not attain more than Level 3.

Assessment for learning

phrases, and it is advisable to use those words throughout a response. This should help to

@ Candidates should always read the question carefully. They should identify the key words and
keep an answer focused on the specific demands of the question.

9 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2

(a) Which of the following was more important in increasing Stalin’s control over the Russian people
in the 1930s?

(i) Stalin’s ‘Cult of Personality’

(ii) The growth of the police state

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

The purpose of this question was for candidates to assess which of these two factors was more
important in increasing Stalin's control over the Russian people. Most candidates were able to provide
knowledge and some analysis for both factors. However, there was some imbalance in the quality of
knowledge and analysis. Most candidates were able to address the issue of 'The growth of the police
state' and many provided good knowledge showing the extent of activities of the police state that
removed opposition throughout Russian society.

However, some candidates were less comfortable with the other factor: 'Cult of Personality'. There were
some responses that used this factor to write a general description of the use of propaganda rather than
fully analysing the concept of 'Cult of Personality' which focused on projecting the image of Stalin as the
'vozhd'.

The more accomplished responses were able to address the key issue as to whether these factors
increased Stalin's control and, therefore, achieve the higher levels by providing a judgement as to which
one was more important.

10 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is a successful attempt to address Question 2 (a), particularly the factor 'Cult of Personality'.
The response attained Level 5.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘The actions of Kerensky were the most important reason for Bolshevik success in Russia
in 1917’

How far do you agree? [20]

The purpose of the question was to assess the reasons for Bolshevik success in 1917. The candidates
were given the reason, 'the actions of Kerensky' and were expected to assess that reason against other
factors to decide whether Kerensky's actions were the most important. The aspect that differentiated
candidates was the quality of their knowledge and analysis.

In relation to the given factors, most candidates were able to explain one or two of Kerensky’s actions,
usually his handling of The Kornilov Affair and the failure of the June Offensive. More accomplished
responses showed a wider range of knowledge and included Kerensky’s reforms, when Justice Minister,
that provided an amnesty to exiles that allowed Bolsheviks to return to Russia. Also, his decision to close
the newspapers and, later, to seal off Petrograd that provided the pretext for the November Revolution.

In terms of other factors, most candidates argued that the roles of Lenin and Trotsky were important
along with the failings of the Provisional Government.

Misconception

Kerensky was not Prime Minister for the whole period of the Provisional Government from
March to November 1917. From March to May he was Minister of Justice. From May to
September, he was Minister of War and Navy. He was Prime Minister from July to
November 1917.

He was also Vice Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet from March to November.

Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 is a successful attempt to address the issue of 'Kerensky's actions' showing a range of
mistakes that he made. The response attained Level 5.

Dake Mae Sdlalieusa
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What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark
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Why should you use our online
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* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
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How can you get support and
feedback?
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Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
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https://www.cambridge.org/accessibility
https://www.ocr.org.uk/about/our-policies/copyright/
https://teachcambridge.org/landing
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/feedback-and-surveys
https://ocrpanel.recollective.com/ocr-customer-insight-panel/join?key=mbHf
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
http://ocr.org.uk
http://ocr.org.uk/updates
http://support.ocr.org.uk
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