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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y216 series overview

Y216 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests a
coherent period of non-British history through a short answer essay question and a traditional essay
question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

There was approximately an even split in terms of question choice.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e were clear about terminology e confused terminology in the questions

¢ had a clear grasp of chronology and, therefore, | ¢ had a muddled sense of chronology and,
relevance therefore, relevance

e could structure ideas successfully ¢ did not give form to their ideas

¢ could organise relevant evidence effectively. ¢ were short of relevant evidence.

OCR support

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

@ You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on

4 © OCR 2025


https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6

OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y216/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1

(a) Which of the following was the more important reason for the destruction of Native American
societies?

(i) Natural resources

(ii) Americanisation

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This question was successfully answered by most candidates. For part (i) reference was usually made to
loss of land to settlers and to miners, as well as the loss of the buffalo herds. Most candidates
appreciated for part (ii) the significance of various government initiatives to force Native American
societies to adapt to the lifestyles of European settlers. Judgements could tilt either way, most preferring
part (ii) as it struck at the roots of Native American culture.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How far does the ability of Confederate military commanders explain why the Civil War lasted
so long? [20]

There were a good variety of responses to this question as candidates looked for alternative ways of
explaining the duration of the Civil War. Popular choices for this were the incompetence of Union
commanders and the sheer practical difficulty of reducing the South to defeat. Inevitably, accuracy of
detail was at a premium. A good number of candidates muddled commanders’ names and the battles at
which they fought.
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Exemplar 1 is a little uncertain initially but, by and large, has sufficient understanding and structure to
maintain a line of reasoning with some judgement, resulting in it being given 13 marks, Level 5.

Determination of the Confederacy

Candidates should not underestimate the importance of the absolute determination of the Confederacy
to fight to the end, despite a lack of resources.

Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2
(a) Which of the following was the more important reason for the defeat of the Confederacy?

(i) The Wilderness Campaign
(ii) Naval blockade

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Most candidates had some outline knowledge of part (ii), the naval blockade. Part (i), the Wilderness
Campaign, proved to be harder for students to write about.
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Exemplar 2 does understand the basics of both factors and reaches a reasonable judgement. The
response does lack detail, however, and this means it was given 5 marks, Level 4.

Question 2 (b)*
(b)* ‘Economic gain for settlers was the most important consequence of Westward expansion.’

How far do you agree? [20]

This question offered a lot of scope and variety in how it might be approached. Economic gain was
relatively easily assessed by most candidates with reference to farming, mining and the general
exploitation and population of the West. Better answers then considered major cultural and political
consequences of Westward expansion, such as its impact on Native American societies and its role,
most obviously in Kansas and Nebraska, in triggering the Civil War. The role of religious migrants, such
as the Mormons, could also be used. Weaker responses lost focus on the term ‘consequences’,
resorting to a description of causes of Westward expansion.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3, while appearing a little rushed towards the end, maintains a line of reasoning and shows
good understanding, particularly of economic gain for settlers and the link to the outbreak of the Civil
War. It was given 14 marks, Level 5.
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What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark
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knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:
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moderators
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course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:
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* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.
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Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
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the end of each course.
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