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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y215 series overview

Y215 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests a
coherent period of non-British history through a short answer essay question and a traditional essay
question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

The significant majority of candidates chose Question 1.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e were clear about terminology e confused terminology in the questions

¢ had a clear grasp of chronology and, therefore, | ¢ had a muddled sense of chronology and,
relevance therefore, relevance

e could structure their ideas successfully ¢ did not give form to their ideas

¢ could organise relevant evidence effectively. ¢ were short of relevant evidence.

OCR support

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

@ You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(a) Which of the following had the greater impact on the creation of the kingdom of Italy in 18617

(i) The relations of Cavour with Napoleon Il
(ii) Cavour and the enlargement of Piedmont

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

There was often an imbalance between the treatment of the two factors, with part (i) generally being
handled better than part (ii). The best answers made reference to Piedmont’s acquisition of the smaller
North Italian states for part (ii) but many treated ‘enlargement’ in more general terms.
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Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 makes valid points on both parts (i) and (ii) but does not reach an explicit, substantiated
judgement so was placed in Level 4 and given 5 marks.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ‘Relations with the Church were the most serious domestic problem for the development of Italy
during the years from 1861 to 1896

How far do you agree? [20]

Responses to this question generally followed the pattern of assessing the nominated factor, relations
with the Church, and then setting this against other factors, typically the incompleteness of unification,
the North-South divide or economic and political problems. Better responses appreciated the instability
caused in the new state by the church’s hostility and also how this softened a little after 1878.
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Exemplar 2 is a well-informed response, strong on detail and understanding with a clear line of
reasoning and some interim judgement. It was given 17 marks, Level 6.

Influence of the Catholic church in 19t Century Italy

Candidates should not underestimate the influence the Catholic church wielded in 19""Century Italy.
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2
(a) Which of the following had the greater effect on the development of Italy?

(i) The revolution of 1848—1849 in Piedmont
(ii) The revolution of 1848-1849 in Rome

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Candidates often produced effective answers, recognising that the practical effects of the Piedmontese
revolution were more important for Italy’s development than the more symbolic drama enacted in Rome.
Better responses appreciated the fact that Piedmont mounted a direct military challenge to Austria and
also enacted lasting constitutional reform, whereas the Roman revolution was characterised by Mazzini’'s
gestural reforms and Garibaldi’s heroic defeat at the hands of the French.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘Support for nationalism in Italy during the years from 1789 to 1847 was insignificant.’

How far do you agree? [20]

The dates in the question meant that some coverage of the French revolutionary and Napoleonic periods
was required, as well as treatment of the restoration period from 1814. As a consequence, many
answers lacked evenness and coherence and did not get to grips with what evidence of nationalism
there was so fell back on generalisation.
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Exemplar 3

2

b

$Unnaﬁ Coar L i ¢
LA 2 b 3

{fova (784 _ca (£92 wwas  (asiguleScons O on

@ xt ex\E , A{JCMDU%\A,_MS&A&&MM__——

CLEo s ateqs  eade co - spcecucl - OGRioNARiSON LiCsion ool

of - \€2Q -2\ ana. 1RRAQ -3\ .

Na.po\ear\ \ mmg_m_pm_\gssm___\.c&&%m_

\8QS S elJdc ; = s :

laust—loeen befate , CATo 3 chAscacxd ccanel: tuadel oaR

cniLer V\j&?n\ggxa_dmmm___ﬁadg_ﬁlgmmi

adanen.  wnacie - eu-ev\é CACL2 2\ Y3 Ltcu-.:..\s ansher one (Oraad

AeHPlee Class . e also coxfadced Vel el edafoolnor |

-

SIS AN r =

thars 0 lg@u;_hm_u_m_rs_chd_a&&_-mMI

b S CLIA2 1._(-&1.10.(\5 fauc:'vu cmat\;cm.gc__;;g_oﬂe__o.f_mg‘__—

ok oiieuss  Ceocmonans  Manacas  sawn_os

\Jicxoc CMMmAuu [ andd  leinc :e_ccu.n.mcﬂ,_l.__th_—

Sale woalle CANAXICN ge OARLie S xes oo W T . !Slg.,gg;gm;

QD AL OINON Q Eter (\'\Lh_m_\_f__q‘_mmo_ﬁ_-_:[\&u&——

endLing  on R_biotinenaad pessuarten (rassany  froee 0000 |

15 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y215/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

—
\MMMQMQMMMML
£OL NORIONCLINOA _astre SASIQAIRYct M AAs  oads  elnae.

S 5 - ' ¢ L3 ettt

and cChuoll €0 Ceonoaan sngg_,.‘c.cm_q%_aa.a_g_mg_.__._

| e 4 5 i ) _ S

Oy POC O Cat < W
sos:t.rne.d. alonadic.e

ANt o we orhectrueele——ets . \oPleS anch Oe oGt 00

norianalise  ldealds.
\ o- : :
(= = .
(A N COAIAN .
Iy ¥ S =) ; =
cOAGE o) P\n._ue,ck [= 8 ‘l\uva.g (O R _ta WOV 0000000

. - ) H -

16 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y215/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

3C0Q _SO_SN0& OPOMesSIUR  cUie ot one  Pape | Thaaas

= -

R‘-.ﬂ.*‘_“urn.\‘nntj Qc=ex . S i (] L

A3

aS 8. uias_ a0t o drmlr\ea_q_or_:_e'_ua_mg._c_cunss\sﬁcn

Mowsesrer | () cowacdl we olquEd- SApEOYE for  AGDGASREA]

A aay cOR cAdIMKANT et sigaibtant as  Podooea
N

and  (Modenacehely Sk gpan CAGAa AL COMOAVALCONTA |

* ey

ede\e _Stotx i o r . ' { : S

0AXIOOALLINO_GNol  P(ONEINOOM  aQum Seen befog wochel |

qumeom Clle .+ - -

Tg\‘ Conct usian SN OPOVYE LAl A moONalLS O

A Ikdtlé dnn.r&_cj sne  wears I189- 1847 wa

(aSiguiicenk @ «n edxenk Atr\\,nu%ln_cm_emps_hﬁ-&_

L Je

MAGCLe D 148

Lor\g <2t , -

Exemplar 3 maintains relevance and has some understanding of nationalism in the Napoleonic and
restoration periods. The response is light on detail and there is no treatment of nationalist ideologues,
such as Mazzini. Because the response generally addresses the question and has some understanding.

It was given 11 marks, Level 4.
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this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
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https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/SingleSignOn/ValidateAuthentication.aspx?ReturnURL=/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

OCR is a Company Limited by Guarantee and an exempt charity. Registered in England. Registered office: The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge,
CB2 8EA. Registered company number: 3484466.

We operate academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers.

We are committed to providing a fully accessible experience across all our products, platforms, and websites. Find out more about our
accessibility standards.

© OCR 2025. All rights reserved. We retain the copyright on all our publications. However, our registered centres are permitted to copy and distribute our
material for their own internal use, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the publication. Find out more about our copyright policies.

We update our publications regularly so please check you have the most up-to-date version.

We cannot be held responsible for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and do not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

When we update our specifications, you'll see a new version number and a summary of the changes. While we do our best to reflect these
changes in all associated resources on Teach Cambridge, if you notice any discrepancies, please refer to the latest specification on our website
and let us know.

Our resources do not represent any teaching method we expect you to use. We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in our resources.
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