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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y212 series overview

Y212 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests a
coherent period of non-British History through a short answer essay question and a traditional essay
question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Question 2 was by far the more popular choice.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ were clear about terminology and names, ¢ confused terminology and names
particularly British military leaders in Question
1(a)

¢ had a clear grasp of chronology and, therefore,
relevance

e had a muddled sense of chronology and,
therefore, relevance

¢ did not give form to their ideas

. . i i
e could structure their ideas successfully were short of relevant evidence

¢ could marshal relevant evidence effectively.

OCR support

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

@ You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(@) Which of the following was a greater threat to the British in North America in 17407

(i) French colonies
(i) Spanish colonies

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Candidates mostly had difficulty getting beyond basic generalisations. In most cases there was some
attempt to distinguish between the two rival colonial powers in terms of their economic activities and
geographical threat. Religion was only tackled confidently by a handful of more able candidates.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How serious were the problems facing the early Republic in the period from 1783 to 17897 [20]

Better responses recognised the importance of the early Republic’s financial problems, as well as the
challenge of forming a federal government with genuine authority. Foreign relations and internal
rebellions were also worthy of discussion.
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Exemplar 1 is a well-organised, well-informed response. Detail is accurate and very well used. The
response is clearly structured, lacking only consistent evaluation and analysis in order to reach
substantiated, developed and sustained judgements; hence it was given 16 marks; the top Level 5 mark.
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2

(@) Which of the following was of greater importance in bringing about the defeat of the British in the
American Revolution?

(i) The quality of British military leadership

(ii) The role of George Washington

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

An overwhelmingly popular question, most candidates showed an appropriate grasp of the required
material and a good number were able to reach a substantiated judgement. Weaker responses often
suffered from factual confusion, particularly in regard to the Battle of Saratoga..

The roles of the generals

Candidates who muddled the roles of the generals, for instance crediting Washington with victory at
Saratoga, or confusing British generals Howe, Clinton and Cornwallis, struggled to answer this question
convincingly.
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Exemplar 2 is essentially a sound response with accurate, but not full, support in evaluating both factors.
A lapse into generalisation on page 4 indicates ‘unevenness’ hence Level 4, 6 marks.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* Assess the reasons why relations between Britain and the American colonies deteriorated in the
period from 1763 to 1775. [20]

This question was tackled well by many candidates. The best responses were able to distinguish
differing degrees of deterioration of relations so that a sense of proportion could be reached in assessing
the impact of, for example, the Stamp Act, set against the later, more inflammatory, Coercive Acts.
Factual and chronological accuracy was important for the higher levels, as was coverage of the full
period to 1775.
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Exemplar 3 is an assured response with an easy command of the essential material, a clear structure
and some interim judgement; so it was given 17 marks, Level 6.

Relations following the Boston Tea Party

Candidates needed to appreciate the importance of the much more serious deterioration of relations
that followed the Boston Tea Party and take this through to 1775 and the outbreak of hostilities.
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