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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y207 series overview

Y207 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests a
coherent period of non-British History through a short answer essay question and a traditional essay
question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Most candidates chose to do Question 2, perhaps put off by the demands of Question 1(a) on Lutheran
Church leaders, even though the term ‘Lutheran church leadership’ is in the Specification.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two e considered only one of the issues or
issues in the short answer essay discussed one in a superficial way

e reached a developed and supported e produced a judgement that was not
judgement as to which issue was more supported and was therefore assertion or
significant or important a judgement that did not follow logically

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the from the response
focus of the question e were unable to use their knowledge to

e in answering the essay question address the issue in the question
candidates discussed at least two issues e showed a poor understanding of the major
in depth issues relevant to the essay

e comparatively evaluated their chosen e were unable to support their answer with
factors in the essays relevant or accurate material

e gave supporting detail which was both e did not focus on the precise wording of the
accurate and relevant to the question set, question
not just the topic e made unsupported comments about

e reached a supported judgement about the issues which were no more than
issue in the question assertions.

¢ made a series of interim judgements
about the issues discussed in relation to
the question.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1

(a) Which of the following contributed more to the spread of Lutheranism in the period from 1530 to
1555?

(i) Lutheran church leaders

(i) German princes

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This question was a challenge for many who attempted it, often writing very generally about church
leaders, with the occasional mention of Luther and even more rarely, Melancthon. There were some
stronger responses, and they were able to comment in more depth on Melancthon’s importance, often
citing the Augsburg Confession of 1530. Perhaps surprisingly few gave attention to Luther’s
Schmalkalden Articles of 1537. Responses were much more successful when assessing the role of
German princes, although some did ignore the dates and wrote about the early contribution of Frederick
the Wise in protecting Luther. Stronger responses were able to comment on the role of Philip of Hesse
and Maurice of Saxony, but again precise examples were often treated in a superficial manner. The
difficulty in assessing the role of Lutheran church leaders often resulted in either partial or uneven
responses which limited candidates to Levels 3 or 4.

Assessment for learning

@ Make sure all aspects of the specification are taught in sufficient depth.

Question 1 (b)

(b)* “The Ottomans were more successful than Charles V in the Balkans and Mediterranean in the
period from 1520 to 1559’

How far do you agree? [20]

Most responses had a sound knowledge of events in the Balkans and Mediterranean but often did not
address the precise demands of the question and instead explained why the Ottomans were successful,
rather than whether they were more successful and the result was often a partial or unbalanced
response. Stronger answers were able to weigh up Ottoman successes in both the Balkans and
Mediterranean against the actions of Charles V, with some arguing that in the Balkans he was able to
stop the Ottoman advance into Habsburg lands, using the example of the siege of Vienna to support the
argument. — While others countered this by arguing that the Ottoman advance was stopped only
because of the length of supply lines and other priorities. This however did provide a balance to
responses and allowed access to the higher levels. It was more disappointing when candidates were
unable to name precise battles and resorted to large-scale generalisations about developments. It would
be fair to note that most found it more difficult to produce a balanced assessment of developments in the
Mediterranean given the paucity of Charles’ victories, but the more successful responses did argue that
although the eastern Mediterranean was firmly under Ottoman control, it was less the case in the West.
Unfortunately, there was less use of Charles’ capture of the Greek towns of Coron and Patras or the
capture of Barbarossa’s fleet and Tunis to provide a balanced response, even if the overall judgement
was that the Ottomans were more successful.
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2
(@) Which of the following was the greater success for the Habsburgs in their wars with France?

(i) The Treaty of Cambrai (1529)
(ii) The Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis (1559)

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

There were many strong answers to this question, as seen in the example below. Candidates often
displayed a good knowledge of both Treaties, particularly in terms of the territorial gains and losses at
each, although this was much less apparent in less successful responses which often relied on
generalisations. Responses did not just argue that Cateau-Cambresis was the greater success because
it brought an end to the Habsburg-Valois wars but did offer the view that Cambrai was of greater
importance as it allowed Charles time to focus on other issues in his Empire. The issue of Italy,
particularly Milan dominated most responses with Francis forced to abandon his claim at Cambrai and
ultimately give up completely at Cateau-Cambresis. Financial issues and personalities were also
discussed and related back to the question, as was the wider context of issues facing Charles and these
all resulted in some successful responses.
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Exemplar 1

2| e [WhisE ot mﬂ%@ Camtpnai i (S29 _ounk Ao
(M?’WM—CAWMWMJ'{? e
Hapshunss , ovenalle Hu Treaty 0f Cosminad oy Move
Swectsppud for oo Hophungy o Hu gasr wop o

Wecesom prate i o e gf mpenad ol -

O At o land , Hoo Theaky, sf Coteats - Comprinis ua
SYERN mmk CULAIAN fw %LUL HM%M Empire 0y
L mantbed +Lw eusd o Hu Hm&;m Vs wm, Wi
(o boavin w%[mf‘émﬂ o 149% - Thhy had

bwnma{'(ﬁf,mﬂ“mmﬂ}wm\/ so duat e

andd pedigne (MWW g €Mmﬂjn dhatiows ok Harn
qu,cw Wy on ’H/vb mbém/r o cmmm Prtptatim
iM ()OIW/WH %W\"/Vw MJCUMh M’VMW
mw,m(m ?IMA,UH(W AX dad m M wrt aldagelt
oy ctgs in G«Wma/lw} g by 1559, Pwltuntim had
becon au Accrptd hw@/ in (rf'zvmmw, dimennttd
Jm A (558 Mcnaw) Toare o} me%lctm, sttty
M V HYW mmum tte (mmmauA of
Huw Potertut M»swm@om /\Awwm WSSt s, & heady_ofs
Cofean — (ambrons Gy induckidnbly, o SUAAIA | MUM(M
& wan admdht weantehle 6n rho‘dn Vol (:W fuut
Hor HMs&ﬂ,m Empive. decdared  bomiauptes, on (SST .
ﬂl\l/%u/mrﬁl il Har Toeakyy S thae QL diorsmnt of a
(o - smm Hagohoos_goar , i canu a0 ki o

(mﬂ%\/(/rb&wmmw

On tht ot bama, thio Tivaks of Comteal o
1S29 _wap o Mosps suecet for Charten U amd toa

7 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y207/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Hopiprng Empine, it beity the lomgeai Gnting trece
mm‘f’ﬁfo denry memm,wu cmwww
%Vwk Stk eewm mmmnwwu

444444

bbo%mmewmum i glethrnge {oc
Cheanton Whtindaing (s Aajim %s’{%m% Thiy
wo\ﬂumua,(/twwt’%m WWM)W%
mu/m%m HaX he N ARLYY g,«/mm Wmu
cAairs h) %WAM&JL W éW 7 s
Lnrtiowa_adfathinet ﬂﬂWhMé tle Tready o}
Cambpigs. commt at—a_ mom%rméﬁw anf/
an Mo Oomtmg lud  gdieunced #MWJ{/
Vithna (ath o fore g7 100, 000 Mim  an weld g
#wﬁufﬂmfm COW//%M MWMM
W&um&m&ojmmﬂd
Drtentut MIVnpt ,  ufbnlh Clonty V surily
Wl e, ugmttd 2 capitalist  wprn (W%mlw
M(ﬁ@@z%afﬂwmm) Hmmﬁaiuﬂ
Camverty_begn  nam - Ms(’/w'é’, Clortyy \/ urpudd
Wt lase bhad mmmmmwﬂm%mm
W?WMA«WMWWJMM

Hopsbuay fﬁ’l/mm Windd, _hare Suffored megoative
rM/wW/L&(

1o covttude, walt bith e Treaty of Coteqn -
oA~ gt (/‘MJD s Commbran  otre
Wmm Stz ats pf ﬂu, H@ﬁé&m ?WN )

e WKM 40 L/Z' WM@’ %MM V 4

© OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y207/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

SJote, L) Ripues elsenstel , alongiide T
St Hhur kg mads o net deimiid fadn .
Mmm/, wonlst- How 1reaty (7 (atoau - (omblesd]
oid mmm tud o) e wanr, Mt ol 4t 128
i aj &ﬁm%am/n oty gf "l 0thsr
/MF’M/}/’) cath an /%WMM ﬂvt cpread +f-

Dttt tintzr? and WMW Ll tendlom:

Exemplar 1 is a good example of detailed knowledge being used and well-developed judgement, which
resulted in it being placed in Level 6 at 9 marks.

Assessment for learning

Both factors should be treated equally, and candidates should make sure material is actually
linked to the question and not simply write all they know about the two topics.

Question 2 (b)

(b)* ‘German princes and cities were the most important factors in the development of the German
Reformation 1517-1529.

How far do you agree? [20]

This question also produced a number of very strong responses, as seen in the example below. There
were a number of common themes discussed in most essays and some of the supporting knowledge
was particularly impressive. The named factor was usually given good coverage, with much attention
given to Frederick and his seizure of Luther. The strongest answers weighed up the importance of
Luther’s ‘capture’ with the opportunity to develop his theology and the translation of the Bible and
evaluated the importance of the two issues. Precise examples of cities were less abundant, but there
was good knowledge of the role of the printing press and universities in the cities in the spreading of
Luther’'s message, and again the strongest responses linked the printing press to Luther’'s message.
Naturally, the role of Luther was given prominence, and the strongest responses compared his appeal to
that of Huss and considered why Luther was more successful. At times, this led responses to consider
the condition of the Papacy or the development of German nationalism and their roles in the
developments, again linking the Papacy’s handling of Luther and Luther’'s condemnation of the
Peasant’s War to its appeal to princes. Some responses also discussed the powers and problems facing
Charles and argued that this, combined with the Papacy’s handling, allowed Lutheranism to develop.

There was much that candidates could discuss, and examiners did not expect all issues to be
considered.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 was placed in Level 6 at 18 marks, showing evidence of a developed overall judgement and
also some interim judgements, which if developed further would have helped take the response to the
very top of the level.
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and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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