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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

Y113 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

¢ considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

e clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

e reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

¢ in answering the essay question candidates
discussed at least two issues in depth

e presented supporting detail which was both
accurate and relevant to the question set, not
just the topic

e reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

¢ made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

¢ did not consider both the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

e wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources

¢ reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

e showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

e were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

¢ made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y113 is focused on whether Churchill was out of touch with British opinion
on India in the 1930s.

Question 1

Churchill 1930-1951

1 ‘Churchill was out of touch with British opinion on India in the 1930s.’

Use these four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view.  [30]

This question elicited the full range of responses, with many strong answers, as seen with the chosen
exemplar where the candidate has evaluated using pertinent comments on provenance as well as using
strong contextual information to arrive at a supported judgement that provides a full analysis of the
chosen sources; it was placed in Level 5. Candidates were able to use a wide range of contextual
information in order to evaluate the chosen sources, with many candidates referring to Churchill’s
experiences in India, the Amritsar massacre, the Rowlatt Acts, and the Salt March of 1930 to provide
contextual evaluation of the chosen sources. In terms of provenance many candidates were well aware
of the Indian Empire Society, while others focused on the lack of trust that Churchill had amongst the
Conservatives at this point, referring to his crossing of the floor as well as his experiences in government
in the 1920s. Those candidates that focused on the purpose of the chosen sources were rewarded
fruitfully when evaluating the provenance of these sources. Occasionally a few candidates misread
Source A, seeing this as being supportive of Indian independence and similarly with Source C a number
of candidates believed Baldwin was the Prime Minister at this point or that he was in full support of
Churchill’s position. In general, even though the question was well-answered.

Misconception

O Many candidates believed that Baldwin was the Prime Minister in 1931.
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Exemplar 1
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In this exemplar, the candidate has evaluated using pertinent comments on provenance as well as using

strong contextual information to arrive at a supported judgement that provides a full analysis of the
chosen sources. The answer was placed in Level 5.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

In Paper Y113, the candidates were asked to assess how successful Wilson was as leader of the Labour
Party between 1964 and 1976 or to investigate whether Thatcher’s policies towards the miners caused
more unrest than any of her other policies.

Question 2*

Britain 1951-1997

2* How successful was Wilson as leader of the Labour Party in the period from 1964 to 1976? [20]

Candidates were asked to assess the success of Wilson'’s leadership of the Labour Party across the
period. Those candidates that did well concentrated on the wider aspects of his leadership, including the
management of relations with Trade Unions, the handling of divisions within the party, Wilson’s record of
success at elections, his personal appeal to the electorate as well as his management of the economy
and his social reforms. The chosen exemplar demonstrates an answer dealing with some of the wider
considerations of his leadership and was placed in Level 6. Interim judgements are a good indicator of a
level 6 answer, as part of the well-developed and sustained line of reasoning that is required for that
level.

Misconception

the period and not just Wilson’s reforms as PM, although they could also be used. Some of
the aspects of Wilson’s leadership candidates could have considered were his management
of divisions within the party, his success at elections, and his control of Trade Unions.

@ In this question candidates were expected to focus on leadership of the Labour Party across
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Exemplar 2
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This exemplar demonstrates an answer dealing with some of the wider considerations of Wilson’s
leadership and was placed in Level 6.

13 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y113/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 3*
3* ‘Thatcher’s policies towards the miners caused more unrest than any other of her policies.’

How far do you agree? [20]

The best responses focused on the idea of unrest. The chronology of the period was well-known,
although specific details of unrest were sometimes lacking. Those candidates who were able to recall
events such as the Battle of Orgreave were able to substantiate their arguments here. Unrest towards
policies such as the Poll Tax and her economic policies were also included by the majority of candidates,
whilst those who differentiated between public unrest and internal party unrest through her policies on
Europe found this to be a profitable approach.
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Exemplar 3

> Orarell mw s G‘oi.wua Buesin m Maadrs  fawmad
ﬂ;,_ \,w& e mb PN W v |

wxﬁsﬁ%@i@%@tmwm‘

KM tvaears  Lpare VO"L’—Q\N L’-!--uv a-tt&LL_\AL afgﬁL@-"
ﬂﬂ\fwt(\md&m pode Mo odie -
Yok Hat b , P b Thlz ok

Balik

15 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y113/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

PR VIV QMAJ&)J&EL
Mam?;(gn;g a( l‘tv_ N o L&U-’aﬂé M‘b\k‘“‘-g&h Ju“‘el"iﬁ
ﬂv%ld‘ N)mM\' ;\ 1841 Hauw k)wa\ux«z\
ummum; o Lo e uml«r@.o_
s s m“g e bk o pdecks
Lol pobiois . Tl i i vy MQM@
el /(,L,\ -'\;5 e ttmm " Qlcm

16 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y113/01 - Summer 2025

Examiners’ report

l'&nﬂ LYY |—mm J\Laﬂ-b\&l

Au’"tt\cwlk 2K

K&W&a

5«; %SMJE} AR A

MW@"
U

wdh  He  cbtonank

if\ M\‘ [ OBantd
,A"" lf ’ <

a_.A‘. ANl

DA o oA A VLM

z*:%r‘fr

)

!

A ONED

,_‘ 0ud

tht  Tlder S
I ‘!ur M L O I-WJ«GV\LLL’L @k
' Koy -

1Ok

B2l L d 2 coa i o,
Qm om o%_g J S S k
W ,{ O £ ke by 9 e etz

e daw ~Thabhs M

uMu Y

wnm QO[ . 'Mv.umr

loted o
Q

17

© OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y113/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

151 S Y S S N gﬁ b unnek o %S”k
b whe 424 QMJQ shodee o Bt le  Crah

un

be asa RN & m,.ngzm, 00

Exemplar 3 demonstrates a Level 5 response, where the candidate supports the argument with

contextual detail and adopts an analytical approach before making a judgement. Although the argument

is fairly narrow, the quality of argument and support is consistently strong.
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Cambridge
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marking
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Scripts

Keep up-to-date

OCR
Professional
Development

Signed up for
ExamBuilder?

Active Results

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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