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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 1 series overview 

Y113 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a 

traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to 

answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires 

them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to 

answer one essay question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 

apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 

issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the 

end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the 
source being discussed to show whether the 
view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• in answering the essay question candidates 
discussed at least two issues in depth 

• presented supporting detail which was both 
accurate and relevant to the question set, not 
just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

• did not consider both the provenance and use 
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment 
of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were assertions. 

 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess 

evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section 

with all marks given against AO2.  

The Enquiry section in Paper Y113 is focused on whether Churchill was out of touch with British opinion 

on India in the 1930s. 

 

Question 1 

This question elicited the full range of responses, with many strong answers, as seen with the chosen 

exemplar where the candidate has evaluated using pertinent comments on provenance as well as using 

strong contextual information to arrive at a supported judgement that provides a full analysis of the 

chosen sources; it was placed in Level 5. Candidates were able to use a wide range of contextual 

information in order to evaluate the chosen sources, with many candidates referring to Churchill’s 

experiences in India, the Amritsar massacre, the Rowlatt Acts, and the Salt March of 1930 to provide 

contextual evaluation of the chosen sources. In terms of provenance many candidates were well aware 

of the Indian Empire Society, while others focused on the lack of trust that Churchill had amongst the 

Conservatives at this point, referring to his crossing of the floor as well as his experiences in government 

in the 1920s. Those candidates that focused on the purpose of the chosen sources were rewarded 

fruitfully when evaluating the provenance of these sources. Occasionally a few candidates misread 

Source A, seeing this as being supportive of Indian independence and similarly with Source C a number 

of candidates believed Baldwin was the Prime Minister at this point or that he was in full support of 

Churchill’s position. In general, even though the question was well-answered.  

Misconception 

 

Many candidates believed that Baldwin was the Prime Minister in 1931. 
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Exemplar 1 
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In this exemplar, the candidate has evaluated using pertinent comments on provenance as well as using 

strong contextual information to arrive at a supported judgement that provides a full analysis of the 

chosen sources. The answer was placed in Level 5. 
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a 

different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.  

In Paper Y113, the candidates were asked to assess how successful Wilson was as leader of the Labour 

Party between 1964 and 1976 or to investigate whether Thatcher’s policies towards the miners caused 

more unrest than any of her other policies.  

 

Question 2* 

Candidates were asked to assess the success of Wilson’s leadership of the Labour Party across the 

period. Those candidates that did well concentrated on the wider aspects of his leadership, including the 

management of relations with Trade Unions, the handling of divisions within the party, Wilson’s record of 

success at elections, his personal appeal to the electorate as well as his management of the economy 

and his social reforms. The chosen exemplar demonstrates an answer dealing with some of the wider 

considerations of his leadership and was placed in Level 6. Interim judgements are a good indicator of a 

level 6 answer, as part of the well-developed and sustained line of reasoning that is required for that 

level. 

Misconception 

 

In this question candidates were expected to focus on leadership of the Labour Party across 

the period and not just Wilson’s reforms as PM, although they could also be used. Some of 

the aspects of Wilson’s leadership candidates could have considered were his management 

of divisions within the party, his success at elections, and his control of Trade Unions.   
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Exemplar 2  
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This exemplar demonstrates an answer dealing with some of the wider considerations of Wilson’s 

leadership and was placed in Level 6.  
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Question 3* 

The best responses focused on the idea of unrest. The chronology of the period was well-known, 

although specific details of unrest were sometimes lacking. Those candidates who were able to recall 

events such as the Battle of Orgreave were able to substantiate their arguments here. Unrest towards 

policies such as the Poll Tax and her economic policies were also included by the majority of candidates, 

whilst those who differentiated between public unrest and internal party unrest through her policies on 

Europe found this to be a profitable approach.  
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 demonstrates a Level 5 response, where the candidate supports the argument with 

contextual detail and adopts an analytical approach before making a judgement. Although the argument 

is fairly narrow, the quality of argument and support is consistently strong.  
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