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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper Y108 series overview 

Y108 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a 

traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to 

answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires 

them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to 

answer one essay question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 

apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 

issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the 

end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• the contextual knowledge was clearly linked to 
the source being discussed to show whether 
the view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• in answering the essay question candidates 
discussed at least two issues in depth 

• the supporting detail was both accurate and 
relevant to the question set, not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

• did not consider both the provenance and use 
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment 
of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were assertions. 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess 

evidence and reach judgements. This is the only part of the A Level examination that requires 

candidates to engage with primary sources and therefore responses should be driven by critical 

assessments of the given sources. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section 

with all marks given against AO2. Responses should consider both the provenance of the sources and 

use contextual knowledge to set the sources in context and just the validity of the views presented. 

Responses should reach a judgement based on the provenance of the sources as to how far they 

support the view in the question. 

The Enquiry section in Paper Y108 is focused on why negotiations between Charles and his opponents 

failed to reach a settlement in the period 1646-7. 

 

Question 1 

Although most candidates were able to access the sources, there were a number who did not see the full 

implications of either Sources B or C, leading to a response which was not fully developed or explained. 

Most were able to explain Source A and argued that it showed Charles was to blame as he would not 

accept the Newcastle Propositions, which most were able to explain, and went on to argue that because 

this was private letter to his wife was likely to be reliable in terms of its view. A significant number 

commented on his close relationship with his wife and also reflected on her attempts to gain French help. 

Source B was more challenging for many, who did not grasp the message that the Independents did not 

want any government and also wanted liberty of conscience, which clashed with the Presbyterians and 

created a division. Responses were aware that there were divisions between different religious groups 

but did not pick up the point in the source. However, most were able to comment on the possibility of 

exaggeration given it was written in a pamphlet by a Presbyterian who would be likely to be persuading 

his audience, particularly a London audience given the concerns of many about the growing radicalism in 

the army. Source C presented a different challenge for many. This source offered two possible reasons 

for the failure to find a settlement, but many commented on only part of the source. Some noted that it 

suggested the king was to blame but ignored the first part of the source that suggested a series of 

divisions between his opponents, and it was surprising that only a few picked up on the comment that 

‘The Presbyterian party and the City of London opposed the army to death.’ There was also some 

misunderstanding around the provenance of the source, with many not commenting on it being written 

during the reign of Charles II when royalism was strong. In discussing Source D most commented on the 

divisions between the Levellers and Cromwell, with more successful responses commenting on 

Cromwell’s view of the social hierarchy and contrasting that with the growth and attitudes of radical 

groups, such as the Levellers and Diggers, although some did argue that these numbers were small and 

were crushed at Corkbush. The provenance was a greater challenge for some, but in this instance the 

purpose was crucial as Cromwell was trying to persuade his audience of the radical nature of the 

Levellers and the threat they posed.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 was placed in Level 5 at 23 marks because there is clear explanation of the sources and a 

good range of contextual knowledge used to support the arguments presented. Provenance is sound 

and there is some full analysis of the sources based on their provenance to reach a judgement about the 

sources and their view about the issue in the question.  

Assessment for learning 

 

It cannot be repeated enough that this is a source paper and therefore responses need to be 

driven by the Sources.   

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates need to read the sources carefully and be aware of what a source is saying about 

the actual issue in the question.  
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Assessment for learning 

 

The whole period after the end of the Civil war through to the Restoration is complex in terms 

of chronology and it is important that learners have a clear understanding of developments.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a 

different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.  

In Paper Y108, the candidates were asked to examine the aims of James I’s foreign policy and the 

reasons for the breakdown of Personal Rule. 

 

Question 2*  

This was the less popular question and also produced less successful responses as a number struggled 

to focus on aims and would obviously have preferred a question on the success or failure of his foreign 

policy or tried to turn it into a question on finance. Most responses attempted to argue that peace was his 

main aim and usually began by referencing the Treaty of London with Spain and then James’ 

involvement as a peace maker in issues such as the Julich Cleves dispute. Many then argued that the 

marriage arrangements for his children were further evidence of attempts to achieve peace and this 

could also be seen in his attitude to the Thirty Years War, but often did not offer a counter argument, 

while other responses did not consider his whole reign. The more successful responses balanced his 

aim for peace against financial issues, arguing that he lacked the resources for a more active policy, but 

then linked this to peace. Similarly, others also argued that his attempts to balance religious opinions, 

although it could be seen as an aim in itself, was also evidence of his attempts to bring about peace in 

Europe. There were some responses which suggested that with the outbreak of the Thirty Years War his 

aims changed, and he was no longer the peacemaker as his title ‘Rex Pacificus’ suggested. However, 

there were also a number of responses who became involved in a long narrative of the events 

surrounding the Spanish match and drifted from the focus of the question to success/failure of the policy. 
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Question 3*  

This was the more popular question and did produce a number of strong responses. Less successful 

responses tended to focus more on why Personal Rule began or why there was opposition to it, which 

was unlikely to take an answer beyond Level 3 as a partial response as the focus needed to be on the 

actual breakdown. The more successful answers were able to link the issues of financial and religious 

policies during Personal Rule to the breakdown and how this manifested itself following developments in 

Scotland. It was often the link between these factors that enabled many to access the higher levels, 

arguing that events in Scotland were the trigger as it allowed the growing resentment that had been 

building during Personal Rule over finance and religion to come to the surface when Charles was forced 

to call parliament to fund the Bishops’ War. Knowledge of developments in Scotland that brought all this 

about was patchy and a greater understanding of events there would have provided the support needed 

for the argument pursued. A number of responses spent too long focused on why there was opposition 

to the financial policies rather than explaining how it helped in the breakdown. Most argued that Scotland 

was responsible and noted that if Charles had not been faced by the war, then Personal Rule may well 

have continued. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Assessment for learning 

 

Assess questions require candidates not simply to list reasons but make supported 

judgements about the importance of those reasons.   

Exemplar 2 was placed at the top of Level 5 at 16. The response has a sound overall judgement, but in 

order to get into level 6 the hints of interim judgements as to the importance of factors would need to be 

further developed. 
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