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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y107 series overview

Y107 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:
e considered the provenance of the source(s) o did not consider both the provenance and
and used relevant contextual knowledge use contextual knowledge to evaluate the
¢ the contextual knowledge was clearly linked to sources _ _
the source being discussed to show whether » wrote an unbalanced answer in their

the view of the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

in answering the essay question candidates
discussed at least two issues in depth

the supporting detail was both accurate and
relevant to the question set, not just the topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about
issues which were assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. This is the only part of the A Level examination that requires
candidates to engage with primary sources and therefore responses should be driven by critical
assessments of the given sources. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2. Responses should consider both the provenance of the sources and
use contextual knowledge to set the sources in context and just the validity of the views presented.
Responses should reach a judgement based on the provenance of the sources as to how far they
support the view in the question.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y107 is focused on the religious changes under Edward VI and the extent
of opposition to those changes.

Question 1
Mid Tudor Crises 1547-1558

1 ‘There was widespread opposition to the religious changes under Edward VI.

Use the four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view. [30]

The majority of candidates were able to at least explain the four sources, although there were some
responses that did not consider all the sources. Sources A and C presented the greatest challenge to
candidates, but with Source C this was often due to a superficial reading of it. Source A offered a simple
description of images being pulled down at the start of Edward’s reign, with no clear evidence of
opposition. However, some responses did not accept this and attempted to read more into the actual
content and stated it showed opposition without providing any evidence to support their claims, however
those who suggested that even if the source suggested there was not opposition outlined in the source,
that further legislation was needed for the removal so perhaps there was resistance, whilst others
pointed to the ease with which Mary restored images to argue a similar point. There was some detailed
discussion of the provenance with many arguing that it was reliable as catholic writer would most likely
have noted opposition. Some responses did note that this was at the start of the reign, and despite the
claim of the source, may have had evidence solely from London and the South East, which were more
Protestant. In discussing Source B most were able to explain that the demands were clear evidence of
opposition, although some noted it was just from the South West. It was disappointing that responses
were not aware of other religious disturbances in 1549 in Yorkshire and Oxfordshire, for example. Most
were able to explain the demands, but were less secure on the provenance, apparently unaware that the
grievances were the work of priests and therefore ignored many of the socio-economic grievances that
candidates referenced. There was some confusion with Kett’s rebellion over both the numbers and the
seizure of Norwich, or even Exeter — which did not fall. Source C offered a more balanced view, but a
significant number were unable to explain the opposition that it revealed, both in the passage with
‘practised corrupt, untrue and superstitious ceremonies’ and in the need for Parliament to issue an act.
Provenance was usually sound in discussing the nature of the source. Source D was usually handled
well with most explaining that it showed success and able to argue that because it was written by
Edward’s former tutor and a Protestant, writing to a fellow Protestant was likely to be supportive of the
changes and ignore opposition.
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Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 provides an example of a script where there is some judgement about the sources in relation
to the question and was therefore placed in Level 5 at 22 marks.

Assessment for learning

It cannot be repeated enough that this is a source paper and therefore responses need to be
driven by the Sources.

Assessment for learning

Candidates need to read the sources carefully and be aware of what a source is saying about
the actual issue in the question.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

In Paper Y107, the candidates were asked to consider Elizabeth’s management of faction and in the
second question analyse the threats to her in the period after 1588.

Question 2*
Elizabethan England

2* How successfully did Elizabeth | use and manage faction? [20]

There were only a limited number of responses to this question, and of those, most had only a limited
understanding of what was meant by the term. A number wrote about parliament, while others
considered the struggle between Catholics and Puritans to be evidence of faction. Those that did
address the question often found it difficult to address the issue of how successfully and instead
explained the factional conflicts, often focusing on Cecil v Dudley, Leicester v Howards and Cecil’s
domination in the latter years of Elizabeth’s rule. The question was taken directly from Key Topic 2 and
focused on the issue in the specification ‘Elizabeth’s use and management of faction’.

Misconception

Limited understanding of a key term — faction. This has also been seen in the past with terms
such as Parliament and Privy Council which are all essential for questions on this Key Topic.
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Question 3*

3* ‘Essex’s rebellion was the most serious threat to Elizabeth | in the period from 1588 to 1603.’

How far do you agree? [20]

Most candidates attempted this question and there were a full range of answers. Less successful
responses wrote about issues outside the period, often citing the plots surrounding Mary Queen of Scots
or Mary herself as threats, while others thought the Essex rebellion involved Mary. Knowledge of the
Essex rebellion was patchy and while most could write, often at length, about the causes, they could not
explain the seriousness or otherwise of it. There were only a few who were aware of its actual location,
the numbers involved and the ease with which it was put down. Knowledge and the threat of Tryone’s
rebellion was stronger and many argued this was the greater threat given the numbers, Spanish support,
length, cost and difficulty in crushing it as seen at Yellowford. Other threats that were discussed included
the Armada, and again this was often handled well with a balanced discussion about the Spanish threat
and the difficulties of actually picking up Parma’s forces. Similarly, there was often good discussion
about the threats posed by social and economic issues and the difficulty this presented to Elizabeth as
they were largely impossible to resolve and this factor was often linked to the Oxfordshire rising, where a
number argued that Elizabeth’s response suggested it was a threat. There were also discussions in
some responses about the problems Elizabeth faced in parliament over monopolies, but most argued
this was resolved through the Golden Speech.

12 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y107/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Exemplar 2

S

%M@MWW (- /MP s /
sosen f ol Leou ot~ R 25'1'/}-9( W//IM{ ey A
WM ‘v/a gl &mem/ Preed /k?);r—é/ &’ff

Jiw_m, m dntdn (QMA of /qeﬂiwﬂ

/%_HM Loasean - Lo Pre Lnreotleatr Mﬂf—m L e

/
0/#6675&,/ Lpngeod k/t G I re Loy Otrs W&cﬁ%;

Jrelond cuncl (q;,m Kot foveriuse '

Z o %%&@——%&%L—@m a,u/af{m
udieu e LA, Cera = /43 A/B@M.d aiad:é @M dzt

K99 [Qomje @pu.%wﬁ aéma/_/ o 16000,
Le sty MﬁQ/AW 410/ WAM (74' -
MJ;”J a4y ool Mhpm:f Ziifﬁi B ﬂ#f/uwr/ A

AO;A.MC prce sil %M — gt ﬂwwvfa
/

L az Cof ol & /ﬂ'ﬂd m
WMAW /ZMM 541/\0/1/10/5/&/ &I/M.O‘tzr,a«/e—/ MW&]"
J a/ /

fMA(JJ v d’.ﬂ,mn,{)/m/) [0‘"4 Awi/uﬂ a_rd Aaa {M 0{

(’(/7?/)0/){- l’lb(‘ ‘—ﬂM%A ad- ot /ﬂmﬂw&t

M//O«u b[e M/fa?/.ns-m ﬂd) ‘J %Aé
fad = cinsipd. leote lzm/wéznAo% &M&ﬂ
flloiicy 40 U a4 dasty ecpolho, gy Le

¥

13 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y107/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

fyﬂ’*ﬁ’ffflf mN’/&lm.@M /MT h;wu.érw{n 4)(9( MJWWJ/

m.}&&ﬁ/ fad_&g&ﬁgg% Pe MF_&/?M '7‘/241"
do_49° “z,wz,ﬁ/.

LB Fow PHicic maleolliini I, Mmf e

3 (Ch Al

N

Gﬂ /1/ JW W/I/‘- /j?/h.mj 0;/ .JMOL{&(

~ X

I/,cu,ut«a/n"-? // ot /Vi%%%%r
ﬂa}»—ﬁ/&rf A‘ﬁ/kd/i&.-a i Ly utrore 7"7/‘)61,&% 4_9—&(]

%’7'“— ,ﬁnm /,MW m/Ja ﬂﬁfﬁf&m@%

,’ﬁ-c m/ﬁ/é/x:om vore [t neheweif i Noatre

14 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y107/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Jm/md ’7 ,éjw,, Mm [CEP fpaid

ﬂ_fl/\.aé.i. %amaj drel e /Vm Jz?"..

&M S %Miﬁr n,/p tron realised cithisn
n?mméu C/Am &/ & B0 MJ a,t‘ /é'fk..éfc,é e

/hu//'ﬂ/\o»( o(ﬁ;,; sre Lutrov Oﬂ/ﬁ/&/ Vm}(zb;ife«t/,/ u,{ffqgg

%,&( ’7i\a Cj@/‘&cﬂa ,ﬁmaﬁe\,\ éle fotedd o %@@ég
M% ﬂWm At ene /amjcm, J,whdﬁ

~10{ &»Z(féwee( Zuf aé -@mc/,em Lo e //ua/w_g_,QZLL
of 227,000 Lo [SF6 o cid odatilich 2 fuple

15 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y107/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

§0J¢ 3005, 000 J;,, [S2Y. Howenenw ; Re @-ﬁ# T
willia, mav 5 ol e ot ol [follod, Bace,

Q//MA mloﬂlaéujmmm,ﬁ for Pl me/o

Ve sl dtotdid ,
/lf- y Anl A Y [ 4200 044 CANE B &

7

‘&MM e - clrond e s 1] Galeidl /ivrz.“,.,:r

LT Lived foiieiod

a o= !1{’1 -'-n.’, % O LAANARL 1 ri g/ APz
(Gd,uﬂn‘,m . {/)/Ldj //D_ o{p ,7541,'. 9,(,;,1 f,n-u/af 21/ fmm/—t:.vz

+ 1 - ot i A 2 & 4 4 A
fﬁmluﬂ Aq //Lu.t?f &g;gu/j} 72‘0 1#’?"1 lL/A/:ffqﬂ,Qf‘ ﬂuau

Vf,ou& MQMM A@—o D?LQAA.W/ rM /;ﬂ,_?/xm/‘ﬂ,{.«./ 7){")}’
y/

u/[uM /M/ 7{) &(\GMLAJ L&A./L-O—/maf ‘Zuﬁ,(_.ﬁuﬁr

{
amﬁ //Mr mq—mpmj /ﬁk@\_i%g_ﬂlme?é&c_&ML

A/L‘BM.;?’)/JL& [ANLAL /M&/ MA&/MJ A /J_%;m,_mf

‘Of,:.ﬁ /\9 %Jr- .P/W,(ﬂar/)_,ﬂ_é_‘g_ﬂ__g%la\/a kf/;/),}o 497,(_)-..-

éZeAﬂm,u_ [ty Aneodi oty Dece m&'fém& S PMM

fﬁ?frrﬁﬁl M i//hﬁ /é 7{\1 &347‘0-/01(0(' TL'_ZJ\J/M v S

.JJWMMA '—0&‘/1{' &2 75,40_44_1 A W y0) (qﬂ/n‘j

/4
/m—f . M—ﬂ’ d., %ﬂl?ﬂa Bt D prea //
//\!‘ Ovreotde- C@V‘Ml do %7:7&/11/754;( (\c/C/% /ﬁ?f*

I'\

/ﬂl L4, ﬁ,ﬁ,a.zu:f/ W/VM/LOJ_IL

/404 Az.ofuw ot hﬂ.Oofz{/\ﬂM A& / Milﬁod.q_d‘.;vﬂ—

f\.&f/{— ALl %ﬂmqwu /L«: oo =% ol vﬁ—/[/y?,r

v/)wowvl/ 5 Pre Clrex %a/d/&;% a2 o%mm.a/w

'&(/ 7?%!—?/ ﬂfb//./h/mj /ﬂ/@//AAM /
Za M,gj\/t /.:SYLM (M ‘.u/ [;Cw»é:,/ A_Aj

F ==

L/,—//,c_g/j % e m’}{ﬁ’ ”/Z\Mj v/f)/f- .,7:64{@4,:; ,us/AL///

16 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y107/01 - Summer 2025

Examiners’ report

/e

Lasidon

-~

NA/\DZK f.—ﬁh—\/co-aﬁ

~

I

f_.Cf.w

= / AZ1444,

’0

5/ 4 YN PV A

WW@_@JWM%&M

/M e Aefﬂ/tmf g/ﬂ{*—/ (A W/gn /ﬁzou/t

- L/ N “‘

-

<
_l-‘ 18T 1 o2

WM/QH’

//"/}Q—Wb

Lc,jil Oi‘e A WJA/OJ,B{ 67/-.0/

»ﬁﬂjﬂ/ A #AELMM_M

hee

i e Proeat ooy foowl o

C _/
D3l M [TLE —/4/65_

Exemplar 2 was placed in Level 6 and awarded 18 marks, showing a well-developed and supported

overall judgement with some interim judgements.
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Supporting you

Teach
Cambridge

Reviews of
marking

Access to

Scripts

Keep up-to-date

OCR
Professional
Development

Signed up for
ExamBuilder?

Active Results

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/SingleSignOn/ValidateAuthentication.aspx?ReturnURL=/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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