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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper Y106 series overview 

Y106 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a 

traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to 

answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires 

them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to 

answer one essay question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 

apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 

issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the 

end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• the contextual knowledge was clearly linked to 
the source being discussed to show whether 
the view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• in answering the essay question candidates 
discussed at least two issues in depth 

• the supporting detail was both accurate and 
relevant to the question set, not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

• did not consider both the provenance and 
use contextual knowledge to evaluate the 
sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their 
treatment of the sources, with very little 
consideration of one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about 
issues which were assertions. 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess 

evidence and reach judgements. This is the only part of the A Level examination that requires 

candidates to engage with primary sources and therefore responses should be driven by critical 

assessments of the given sources. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section 

with all marks given against AO2. Responses should consider both the provenance of the sources and 

use contextual knowledge to set the sources in context and just the validity of the views presented. 

Responses should reach a judgement based on the provenance of the sources as to how far they 

support the view in the question. 

The Enquiry section in Paper Y106 is focused on the religious changes under Edward VI and the extent 

of opposition to those changes 

 

Question 1  

The majority of candidates were able to at least explain the four sources, although there were a number 

of responses that did not consider all the sources. Sources A and C presented the greatest challenge to 

candidates, but with Source C this was often due to a superficial reading of it. Source A offered a simple 

description of images being pulled down at the start of Edward’s reign, with no clear evidence of 

opposition. However, some responses did not accept this and attempted to read more into the actual 

content and stated it showed opposition without providing any evidence to support their claims, however 

those who suggested that even if the source suggested there was not opposition outlined in the source, 

further legislation during Edward’s reign was needed for the removal so perhaps there was resistance, 

while others pointed to the ease with which Mary restored images to argue a similar point. There was 

some detailed discussion of the provenance with many arguing that it was reliable as catholic writer 

would most likely have noted opposition. Some responses did note that this was at the start of the reign, 

and despite the claim of the source, may have had evidence solely from London and the South East, 

which were more Protestant. In discussing Source B most were able to explain that the demands were 

clear evidence of opposition, although some noted it was just from the South West. Some responses 

were not aware of other religious disturbances in 1549 in Yorkshire and Oxfordshire, for example. Most 

were able to explain the demands, but were less secure on the provenance, apparently unaware that the 

grievances were the work of priests and therefore ignored many of the socio-economic grievances that 

candidates referenced. There was some confusion with Kett’s rebellion over both the numbers and the 

seizure of Norwich, or even Exeter – which did not fall. Source C offered a more balanced view, but a 

significant number were unable to explain the opposition that it revealed, both in the passage with 

‘practised corrupt, untrue and superstitious ceremonies’ and in the need for Parliament to issue an act. 

Provenance was usually sound in discussing the nature of the source. Source D was usually handled 

well with most explaining that it showed success and able to argue that because it was written by 

Edward’s former tutor and a Protestant, writing to a fellow Protestant was likely to be supportive of the 

changes and ignore opposition. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 is a good example of an answer that was placed at the top of Level 5 with 25 marks as there 

is clear evidence of both good knowledge and provenance, but most importantly judgements about the 

validity of the sources and the extent to which they can be trusted in supporting or challenging the view.  
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Assessment for learning 

 

It cannot be repeated enough that this is a source paper and therefore responses need to be 

driven by the sources.   

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates need to read the sources carefully and be aware of what a source is saying about 

the actual issue in the question.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a 

different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.  

In Paper Y106, the candidates were asked to analyse two issues central to the reign of Henry VIII, the 

first focusing on the King’s ‘Great Matter’ and its role in the fall of Wolsey and the second question 

focusing on foreign policy in the 1540s. 

 

Question 2* 

This was the most popular question and while most candidates were able to identify a number of 

reasons, and most attempted to argue that the failure to obtain a divorce was the most important reason, 

some still did not explain clearly why this was the case. Many responses wrote in great detail about why 

Wolsey was unable to obtain a divorce, citing issues such as the papal position, but did not explain why 

the issue was so important that it led to his fall and, as a result often produced a partial answer that left 

them in Level 3. The most successful answers explained that the very phrase, ‘the King’s Great Matter’ 

went a long way to explaining why it was so important and why Wolsey’s failure, having stated it would 

be easy, was crucial in his fall. Other issues that were discussed and used to explain why it led to his fall 

were the need for a male heir, Catherine of Aragon’s age, and his love for Anne Boleyn and her refusal 

to be his mistress. These issues were, in the strongest answers weighed up against foreign policy 

failures, the failure of the Amicable Grant, his lack of noble support and faction. However, most argued 

that although some of these lost him support and perhaps the confidence of the king, many, such as the 

Amicable Grant, took place years before his fall and therefore it was difficult to argue they were the most 

important. Similarly, strong responses noted that he had difficulties with the nobility throughout his time 

in office and again it did not lead to his fall, rather they took advantage of his failure to obtain the divorce 

to gain revenge. The same, it could be argued was true of the Boleyns, it is unlikely that they would have 

been concerned to remove him if he had obtained the divorce. Less successful candidates spent too 

long discussing issues such as foreign policy in the 1510s and early 1520s or his domestic reforms 

without clearly explaining how they brought about his fall. Many responses argued that the chronology 

and timing of events point towards the divorce as the most important reason. It was disappointing that a 

significant number of candidates thought that Wolsey was executed and seemed unaware that he died 

on his way to London, and there were also some who thought Wolsey fell in the 1530s and wrote about 

the Act of Supremacy.  

Exemplar 2 
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This example was awarded Level 6, 18 marks, as there is evidence of full analysis and consistent focus 

with a well-supported judgement and evidence of interim judgements.  

Misconception 

 

Wolsey was not executed, and he fell in 1529 not in the 1530s, therefore the Act of 

Supremacy and Cromwell’s work is irrelevant. 

 

Question 3* 

Although this question was less popular, there were still a significant number of responses, many of 

which were well-focused and showed detailed analysis. Less successful responses were confused about 

the actual events, with some focusing on his earlier years or drifting to domestic policy and Ireland. The 

more successful answers considered his policy towards France, Scotland, the Cleves marriage and 

relations with the Habsburgs. Perhaps naturally it was the first two of these that dominated, and 

arguments weighed up the military successes at Solway Moss and Boulogne against the financial cost 

and impact on the economy. The more successful responses identified his aims in the opening 

paragraph, often stressing his desire for military glory, securing the dynasty and claiming the French 

throne, arguing that while the first one was achieved, the others weren’t. Those who discussed the 

Cleves marriage noted that it was only successful in the very short term of providing allies against a 

possible Catholic crusade, while discussions around the improvement in relations with the Habsburgs 

brought little positive gains.  
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