Qualification O ‘ R
Accredited

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Examiners’ report

A LEVEL

HISTORY A

OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A
H505

For first teaching in 2015

Y105/01 Summer 2025 series

Version 1 ocr.org.uk/history


http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/history/

OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y105/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Contents

)i o Te (VT i o] o RO TP PP P PP PP PPPPPP PPN 3

Paper Y105 SEIHES OVEIVIEW ...ttt ettt e ettt e e et e e e e e et e e e e et e e e e esa e eeeatneeeeasannnns 4

SECHON A OVEIVIEW ...ttt e oo 4ottt et e o444 e bttt e et e e e a4 e e bbb e et e e e e e e e e e nnnnnneeeeeas 5
L@ TH o (o] o e PP UPUT P PPPPPPPERRP 5

SECHON B OVEIVIEBW ... 12
L@ BT 1o o PSPPSR 12
L@ TE oY (o] o N SO ET TSP 18

2 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y105/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y105 series overview

Y105 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

the contextual knowledge was clearly linked to
the source being discussed to show whether
the view of the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

in answering the essay question candidates
discussed at least two issues in depth

the supporting detail was both accurate and
relevant to the question set, not just the topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

did not consider both the provenance and
use contextual knowledge to evaluate the
sources

wrote an unbalanced answer in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about
issues which were assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. This is the only part of the A Level examination that requires
candidates to engage with primary sources and therefore responses should be driven by critical
assessments of the given sources. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2. Responses should consider both the provenance of the sources and
use contextual knowledge to set the sources in context and just the validity of the views presented.
Responses should reach a judgement based on the provenance of the sources as to how far they
support the view in the question.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y105 is focused on the Duke of York’s reaction to the birth of Henry VI's
son.

Question 1
Wars of the Roses 1445-1461

1 ‘Richard, Duke of York’s reaction to the birth of Henry VI's heir demonstrated his loyalty.’

Use the four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view. [30]

Although the sources did not make direct reference to York’s actual reaction, nearly all candidates were
able to make inferences from the sources and apply relevant contextual knowledge to test the views in
the four sources. The vast majority of candidates argued that Sources A and B suggested that York was
loyal, while Source D suggested he was not, with Source C offering material that could be used to
support both sides of the argument. In analysing the sources most argued that he did not exploit the
situation and that he saved the realm with his financial measures and the temporary removal of
Somerset, who A described as ‘evil’. Responses also noted that York ruled honourably and gave up the
king’s sword and had responded to calls from magnates to take up the reins of power. In analysing D
many commented that actions of disloyalty were much later and even then, events such as the Dartford
coup could be seen as anti-Somerset and not against Henry or his heir and that actions of disloyalty
came only after the Parliament of Devils. In discussing the provenance of these three sources comments
about London supporting the Yorkists and D being written by Margaret of Anjou to try and rally London
took evaluation beyond basic comments about chronicles. However, Source C was the most challenging
and more successful responses did pick up on the balanced nature, commenting on York’s arrival with
men in ‘jackets, helmets and other armour’ and on the size of the force which suggested possible action
and contrasted that with his arrival being three months after the birth, which suggested he was not intent
on taking action. Comments about the provenance of this source also varied, with many able to provide
contextual knowledge as to why the Pastons had become pro-Yorkist and therefore criticism of York
might suggest that their views are more valid.

The example below provides a good example of a response that reaches Level 5 as there is full analysis
based on the provenance of the sources in the conclusion, focusing on the reliability of the sources and
not the contextual knowledge or simply summarising the views in the sources. As a result, it was
awarded 22 marks.
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Exemplar 1 provides a good example of a response that reaches Level 5 as there is full analysis based
on the provenance of the sources in the conclusion, focusing on the reliability of the sources and not the
contextual knowledge or simply summarising the views in the sources. As a result, it was awarded 22
marks.

Assessment for learning

@ It cannot be repeated enough that this is a source paper and therefore responses need to be

driven by the sources.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

In Paper Y105, the candidates were asked to analyse the problems and challenges facing Edward IV in
his first reign and Henry VII.

Question 2*
England 1461-1509

2* Assess the causes of unrest in England during Edward IV’s first rule (1461-1470). [20]

This was the more popular question, and most responses were able to explain two or three reasons why
there was unrest during his first rule. However, some drew information from his second rule, while others
used the fact there was rebellion to argue it was a cause of unrest rather than explaining the causes of
the rebellions. The most common causes discussed were the impact of Warwick and Edward’s marriage
to Elizabeth Woodville and the resulting consequences. However, other issues discussed included his
policy towards the Lancastrians and his failure to kill Henry when captive, the actions of Margaret of
Anjou and Louis and the general economic problems in the country. A significant number of responses
argued that Warwick was the most important reason and linked this to a range of other issues, including
supporting Margaret, the impact of the Woodville marriage and foreign policy issues, which allowed them
to produce a convincing judgement of him underpinning all the problems, as well as his own greed.
However, some argued that it was Edward’s policies as his marriage, policy of conciliation towards the
Lancastrians and his foreign policy created unrest.

12 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 2 is a response that reached Level 6 and was awarded 18 marks as not only was there an
overall judgement, but also some interim judgements about the factors discussed, providing a full

analysis and focused response which was well-supported.

Assessment for learning

sosssmottorloamieg |

©

Assess questions require candidates not simply to list reasons but make supported
judgements about the importance of those reasons.
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Question 3*

3* ‘Henry VII's limited claim to the throne was the most important factor undermining his rule in
England during the years from 1485 to 1509.

How far do you agree? [20]

As with Question 2, there were a number of factors that were discussed in evaluating the extent to which
Henry’s limited claim to the throne was the most important factor. Many responses began by explaining
his limited claim and the impact it had in undermining his rule, but what was most unexpected was the
failure to link this to the issue of Pretenders who were able to take advantage of this. Instead, many
responses explained the Pretender issue as a separate point and moreover there were many who did
not see the serious challenge posed by Simnel who took Henry to battle at East Stoke and came close to
succeeding in toppling him. There were other responses that did not discuss the general Yorkist threat
from the de la Poles or from Margaret of Burgundy, even if she was mentioned in passing when
discussing the Pretenders. Other issues discussed included the nobility and the need for Henry to have a
large number under bonds or attainder. Responses also considered the foreign threat and the extent to
which that undermined his rule, although the most successful answers noted that he was largely able to
overcome this with a range of marriages and treaties. There were responses which actually argued that
his rule was not undermined as many wanted peace and that he did pass on his throne securely to his
son, something not seen since the death of Henry V. In challenging the statement responses discussed
his marriage to Elizabeth, the dating of his reign and the dislike for Richard. Once again there was much
candidates could discuss, but what was important was the quality of analysis and supporting judgements
that were reached.
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