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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/


OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 4 © OCR 2025 

Paper Y102 series overview 

Y102 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a 

traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to 

answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires 

them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to 

answer one essay question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 

apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 

issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the 

end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the 
source being discussed to show whether the 
view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in 
the question 

• in answering the essay question candidates 
discussed at least two issues in depth 

• the supporting detail was both accurate and 
relevant to the question set, not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about 
the issues discussed in relation to the 
question. 

• did not consider both the provenance and use 
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment 
of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were assertions. 

 

OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess 

evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section 

with all marks given against AO2.  

The Enquiry section in Paper Y102 is focused on whether William II’s actions in dealing with threats from 

Scotland and Wales were effective. 

 

Question 1  

Candidates recognised that sources A and B supported the statement in the question, while sources C 

and D contradicted it. Some candidates tried to argue that Source B also worked against the statement, 

with some suggesting that the king wasn’t directly involved, while others misinterpreted the reference to 

Duncan’s men being cut off as a defeat for William II’s forces. Knowledge of the context for events 

described in Source A was in general fairly detailed. Many candidates knew of the details of the treaty 

Robert Curthose secured with King Malcolm and some even noted it built upon the Treaty of Abernethy 

agreed with William the Conqueror. Candidates also demonstrated knowledge of Edgar Atheling’s 

career, recognising that King Malcolm had married Edgar’s sister. Knowledge of provenance was more 

varied, with some candidates making fairly superficial remarks on the monastic authorship of the source, 

which meant that it would inevitably be hostile to the irreligious William II (a point also made in relation to 

the other sources). Other candidates were aware that the ‘E’ version of the chronicle was compiled far 

away in Peterborough, which made the author’s knowledge of events less certain. With regard to Source 

B, some candidates demonstrated an understanding of the course of Scottish history at this point, 

pointing out that King Malcolm had been killed by Robert de Mowbray, earl of Northumbria, and Arkil 

Morel, in an ambush in 1093, while his son and heir had been mortally wounded. As noted above, there 

was some misunderstanding of the reference to Duncan’s men in the source, but many candidates 

recognised that Duncan’s accession and brief reign represented an albeit short, diplomatic success for 

William II. Some candidates made a passing reference to the monastic authorship of the source, along 

the lines of the comment noted above, while others provided more detailed knowledge of Simeon’s 

connections to William de Saint-Calais and Ranulf Flambard, using this knowledge to determine whether 

he was more or less likely to favour the king. It was also noted that Simeon was writing in Durham, close 

to the Scottish border, and so would be better informed of events. Candidates usually acknowledged the 

difficult terrain in Wales noted in Source C as a reason for the king’s failure to conquer it, with the 

reference to his success in war at other times in his reign supported chiefly by reference to his 

suppression of the 1088 rebellion. William of Malmesbury, as an author, was well known, with the 

patronage of the Gesta regum connected to the family of Henry I, suggesting that he would be hostile to 

William II. Source D was handled less well, largely because candidates made speculative assessments 

of who had been killed at the castle of Montgomery; some even suggested that William II himself had 

attacked the castle. Those candidates who were able to contextualise the events described by Henry of 

Huntingdon pointed to the greater success of the king’s subsequent invasion of Wales in 1097. 

Knowledge of the provenance was mixed, with some candidates suggesting that Henry would be biased  
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against the king because he was a churchman. Other candidates referred to his close links to Robert 

Bloet, bishop of Lincoln, in whose household Henry had grown up. Bloet had served the king and this, it 

was reasoned, would suggest that Henry ultimately would have been sympathetic to him. In order to 

reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates needed to provide a judgement on the key issue 

in the question, based on consideration of the provenance of each source. 
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Exemplar 1  
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This is an example of a Level 5 response in which there is a good focus on the question. It includes 

comments on provenance and relevant knowledge of the historical context. There is some less 

developed judgement, based on the provenance of each source, at the end of each paragraph, which is 

sufficient to push the answer into Level 5. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should focus on how far the sources support the view in the question rather than 

simply explaining each source in light of the issue.  

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Judgements need to reference the provenance of each source if they are to be developed 

fully rather than simply noting whether each source supports the view or not.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a 

different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.  

Question 2 was more popular than Question 3. 

 

Question 2*  

Candidates demonstrated fairly detailed knowledge of the events of 1066, with only a few answers 

including digressions on issues like the succession. Only some candidates omitted the battle at Gate 

Fulford from their answers, with some under the impression that Harold himself had been present. 

Knowledge of the Battle of Stamford Bridge was more developed, but some candidates focused too 

heavily on the Battle of Hastings. Candidates who adopted the latter approach tended to include 

discussion of Duke William’s qualities as a leader and the superiority of the Normans’ military tactics and 

knowhow. In some cases, attempts were made to link these discussions to the question, but in others, 

they were tangential to it. Where candidates focused on Harold’s response, answers usually examined 

his rashness, as evidenced in his charging up and down the country without waiting for suitable 

reinforcements, particularly when rushing to meet the Normans. Some candidates took a more 

sympathetic view of these decisions by citing them as evidence of his energetic rulership and 

determination to defend the kingdom. Candidates often depicted Harold as an effective military leader. 

His victory at Stamford Bridge proved this, particularly since he defeated Harald Hardrada. Knowledge of 

Hardrada’s own reputation as a military leader was seldom included, but where it was, it helped to 

support this point. Other decisions focused on by candidates included his seizure of the high ground at 

Hastings. While some candidates praised this decision, others criticised it, as well as Harold’s decision to 

stand amidst the shield wall, as evidence of poor military leadership, since it restricted his ability to 

move, and limited his chances of directing his forces. On occasion, Harold was criticised unfairly. The 

lack of calvary and the absence of archers had more to do with Anglo-Saxon military traditions than any 

decision he had made as king. Candidates also noted the issue of ‘luck’. Harold was unlucky to have to 

deal with two invasions in one year. He was also unlucky when the wind changed direction, allowing the 

Normans to invade. Similarly, his death, attributed to a chance arrow in the eye, was also considered to 

be unlucky. The point about luck was not always well linked to the question, since some candidates 

focused more on how it benefited Duke William. Some candidates criticised Harold for all and everything, 

including not securing a papal banner. Such criticisms were less effective. Candidates needed to provide 

a judgement related to the issue in the question in order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme. 
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Exemplar 2 
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This is an example of a Level 5 response which has a mostly consistent focus on the question. 

Knowledge is less developed, but there is a judgement which is sufficient to push it into Level 5. 
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Question 3* 

This was question was not as popular as Question 2. Knowledge in some answers was fairly limited. 

Where candidates did demonstrate knowledge and understanding, urban areas tended to be dealt with 

more effectively than rural ones. The construction of castles, for example, which often involved the 

destruction of houses in urban areas (as evidenced by Domesday Book), was cited as evidence of the 

change, since, as some candidates pointed out, castles of the type introduced by the Normans were little 

known in late Anglo-Saxon England. Fewer candidates referred to the widespread construction of 

Romanesque cathedrals. Where they were mentioned, though, some candidates explained the impact 

such structures had on the defeated Anglo-Saxon population, since they provided a visual reminder of 

Norman power. It was also noted that certain dioceses, like Dorchester, were moved into urban areas. In 

terms of rural change, candidates focused on the establishment of feudalism, which altered the nature of 

the landholding. Candidates usually argued for continuity in rural areas, since the population were still 

subjected to lords – even if landholding had changed – except in the area of forest law. This aspect of 

Norman legislation was often cited and generally known well. It had the effect of prohibiting the rural 

population from hunting for food or using resources found within forests for their own benefit. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should provide a judgement in response to the question which is focused on the 

key issue and substantiated with a convincing explanation.  
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