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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y101 series overview

Y101 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in
the question

in answering the essay question candidates
discussed at least two issues in depth

the supporting detail was both accurate and
relevant to the question set, not just the topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about
the issues discussed in relation to the
question.

¢ did not consider both the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

e wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources

e reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

¢ showed a limited understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

e were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

¢ made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y101 is focused on the extent to which Alfred aimed to protect the poor in
legal issues.

Question 1
Alfred the Great

1 ‘In dealing with legal issues, Alfred’s main aim was to protect the poor’.

Use the four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view. [30]

Candidates demonstrated an ability to link each source to the issue in the question. Some candidates,
however, found it more difficult to engage with Source D, since it doesn’t explicitly refer to ‘the poor’. Yet
others recognised that it highlighted Alfred’s commitment to justice and the rule of law, as reflected in the
king’s insistence that the will of King Aethelwulf be read aloud, so that ‘none of them would hesitate
either for love or fear of me to state what the law said’. Having noted this feature of the source,
candidates contextualised it with knowledge of the circumstances surrounding Alfred’s succession. In
general, little was said about the provenance of this source beyond occasional comments about the
importance of wills as evidence of Anglo-Saxon society. Candidates handled Source C, from Asser’s life
of the king, with more confidence. The provenance was known in much more detail, with Asser’s links to
the king usually explained, and his motivation for writing positively about him, linked to building the king’s
appeal to the Welsh. The source was interpreted as evidence in support of the view in the question,
since Asser explicitly states that the king was ‘wonderfully solicitous’ on behalf of the poor. Criticism of
the magnates was usually contextualised with comments about Alfred’s cultural aspirations, including the
emphasis placed on education, and his desire to ensure their constructive participation in governance
and justice. Source B was usually seen as evidence to suggest that Alfred was less concerned with the
poor, as such, and more concerned with the population as a whole. Reference to ‘the barbarians’ and
the violence that overtook society as a result was often contextualised with knowledge of the Viking
attacks. This, together with the reference to ‘surety’ in the source, also prompted some candidates to
discuss some of the principles of Alfred’s law code, including the imposition of compensatory payments
for injuries and other types of crimes. In terms of provenance, it was often noted that William of
Malmsbury was writing centuries later; consequently, he had a skewed view of Alfred’s reign, in part
coloured by his post-Conquest nostalgia for the Anglo-Saxon past. Some candidates simply noted his
reputation as one of the most learned writers of his time, but this only led to superficial recommendations
of the source’s reliability. Source A, in providing a very clear statement of the king’s expectations when it
came to justice, was more easily linked to the issue in the question. Contextual comments were similar
to some of those provided in relation to Source C, concerning Alfred’s cultural aspirations, while more
specific knowledge on the sources for the law code were also mentioned. Candidates generally saw the
source as reflective of Alfred’s own views, since the king himself was identified as the author of the law
code. Other candidates pointed to the influences that underpinned it, arguing that Alfred was simply
putting into practice principles he had found in earlier law codes, as well as in Mosaic law. In order to
reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates needed to provide a judgement in the key issue
in the question, based on consideration of the provenance of each source. Many candidates provided
analyses of the sources, linked to the key issue, using knowledge and provenance, but did not provide
any judgement.
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This is an example of a Level 4 response which is mostly focused on the question, with some
provenance and generally relevant knowledge of the sources’ historical context, but with little judgement.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should focus on how far the sources support the view in the question rather than
simply explaining each source in light of the issue.

Assessment for learning

Judgements need to reference the provenance of each source if they are to be developed
fully rather than simply noting whether each source supports the view or not.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

Question 3 was more popular than Question 2.

Question 2*
The Making of England 899-1016

2* ‘The aim of Aethelstan’s legal codes was to exert his authority.’

How far do you agree? [20]

Candidates who attempted this question tended to have less developed knowledge of the legal codes
and so it was more difficult for these answers to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme. Where
candidates did demonstrate relevant knowledge, the Grately Code, which focused on theft, trade, and
‘secret’ murder, amongst other things, was often explained, as was Ill Athelstan relating to Kent, and the
London peace guild. Using this knowledge, candidates could argue that Aethelstan’s main aim was to
exert his authority. Alternatively, others highlighted a more general commitment to law and order — the
focus on such crimes as theft pointed to a break down in law and order to some extent — or greater
concern over his image as a ruler. In order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, a judgement
was needed as to Aethelstan’s aims with the legal codes. Knowledge also needed to be generally
accurate and detailed.
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Question 3*

3* How effectively did Edmund deal with challenges from his enemies? [20]

The more popular of the two questions, candidates were able to identify Edmund’s principal enemies as
the Vikings of Northumbria, Olaf Guthfrithson and Olaf Sihtricson (though the two were sometimes
confused), and the rulers of Strathclyde. Fewer answers referred to Idwal Foel ab Anarawd, king of
Gwynedd, possibly because he died so soon into Edmund’s reign. Some candidates demonstrated
detailed knowledge of events relating to Northumbria, noting that Guthfrithson, despite causing havoc in
Mercia at the very beginning of Edmund’s reign, was met on his return to the north by the king at
Leicester, where a peace treaty was arranged. Candidates considered this treaty a significant failure,
since Edmund gave up control of the Five Boroughs. Edmund’s swift recovery of them in the following
year, after Guthfrithson’s death, was seen as evidence of the effective way in which the king dealt with
his enemies. Guthfrithson’s successor, Olaf Sihtricson, had his own difficulties in York with competing
claims to his position. Edmund’s seizure of the city in 944, with the help of the Archbishop Wulfstan of
York, whose slipperiness was acknowledged by some candidates, was seen as further evidence of the
king’s effectiveness in dealing with the Viking challenge in Northumbria. Knowledge of the threat from
Strathclyde tended to be less detailed, but candidates were aware of Edmund’s attack on the kingdom,
which culminated in the cruel blinding of the king of Strathclyde’s sons, and Edmund’s granting of the
kingdom to Malcolm | of Scotland. This, too, was seen as evidence of Edmund’s effectiveness in dealing
with the challenges of his enemies. Some candidates tried to broaden the scope of their answers by
discussing Edmund’s success in forging links with continental rulers, Louis IV, king of West Francia, and
Otto |, ruler of East Francia, but these rulers cannot be considered as Edmund’s ‘enemies’. Similarly,
candidates discussed the king’s law codes and tried to identify criminals as ‘enemies’, but this, too, was
less successful. Candidates needed to provide a judgement related to the issue in the question in order
to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.

12 © OCR 2025
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This is an example of a Level 4 response in which the question is generally addressed with largely
accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and understanding. However, there is little judgement and
some of the knowledge is less effectively related to the question.
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Assessment for learning

Candidates should provide a judgement in response to the question which is focused on the
key issue and substantiated with a convincing explanation.
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Supporting you
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Cambridge

Reviews of
marking

Access to

Scripts

Keep up-to-date

OCR
Professional
Development

Signed up for
ExamBuilder?

Active Results

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
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