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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 3 series overview 

It was clear that most candidates knew the set texts extremely well and the many excellent responses to 

the shorter questions and accurate translations reflected this. The 15-mark questions and essays 

showed great knowledge and enjoyment of the texts. The strongest responses focused on answering the 

precise question asked and there were many excellent papers. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had excellent knowledge of the set texts 

• checked their translations to make sure there 
were no omissions or careless mistakes 

• gave detail in their answers to the short 
questions 

• answered the exact question within the 15-
mark questions and chose appropriate 
quotations 

• made consistent evaluative points throughout 
their essay. 

• showed gaps in their knowledge of the set 
texts 

• lost marks on translation questions by omitting 
words 

• sometimes omitted detail in the short answers 

• made assertions in 15-mark answers without 
appropriate evidence 

• sometimes made most of their evaluation in 
the conclusion to the essay. 
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Section A overview 

Candidates clearly knew both these texts well and the shorter questions were answered well. Both 15-

mark questions generally suffered from a lack of engagement with the precise question asked. At times 

some candidates seemed to be offering a list of style points as a commentary rather than answering the 

question. However, there were some excellent responses for both writers.  
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Question 1 (a)  

Most candidates achieved 2 marks here. There were some who omitted the second point. 
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Question 1 (b)  

Most candidates found this relatively straightforward. Several candidates included the previous sentence 

to the passage in their translation – they were not penalised for this. Several candidates didn’t include 

both τάδε and τούτοισι in the first sentence. The most common error was making κατειπεῖν into an 

infinitive (purpose clause) instead of correctly rendering it as part of the indirect statement. 

 

Question 1 (c)  

Virtually every candidate answered this correctly. 

 

Question 1 (d)*  

There were lots of good answers to this question but very few that achieved the highest marks. Most 

candidates obviously knew the passage well, but struggled to connect the content convincingly to the 

question. The best responses split up the question and looked at ‘daring’ and ‘clever’ separately. Many 

candidates asserted that things were clever without really saying why.  

A common point was τε/καί ... καί as a main style point (and referred to as polysyndeton) – analysis 

should perhaps be more sophisticated than this at A Level. Several candidates talked about a flurry of 

activity from Thrasybulus/citizens when only two were given (e.g. πίνωειν and κώμῳ χρᾶσθαι, ἐποίεί τε 

καὶ προηγόρευε). 

Good points included comments on the indefinite ἐπεὰν and then the specific τότε (precision involved by 

Thrasybulus), the repetition of ἰδών (showing how things played out exactly as Thrasybulus intended), 

the phrases τὰ δἠ καὶ ἐγένετο and δι’οὐδὲν ἄλλο, and the contrast between Alyattes’ expectations and 

the impression given by Thrasybulus. 
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Exemplar 1 
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The candidate quotes a range of Greek accurately and engages well with the question as the points are 

all focused on the precise question. In addition the explanation of some language features is good. It 

could perhaps include a one or two more points but the response doesn’t have to be perfect or 

exhaustive to gain full marks.  

 

Question 1 (e)  

Almost all candidates answered this correctly, but some missed Alyattes recovering from his illness in 

order to gain the second mark 
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Question 2 (a) and (b)  
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Almost all candidates answered Questions 2 (a) and (b) correctly. 

 

Question 2 (c)  

Most candidates handled this question well and a range of explanations were accepted. 

 

Question 2 (d)  

Most candidates knew these lines very well. 
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Question 2 (e)*  

As with Question 1 (d) there were lots of solid responses with good knowledge of the text but very few 

outstanding ones. The question really needed a lot of contextual detail and comments on the text from 

the passage for the answer to be really convincing. Many preferred to pick out easy short quotes that 

they had learnt and discussed their style, such as the polyptoton of ἀποδιδόναι and ὀφειλόμενον, 

instead of commenting on the success of the argument’s development (e.g. Polemarchus’ passive 

responses ναί and ἀληθῆ). 
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Section B overview 

Responses in Section B were noticeably stronger than Section A and it was clear that candidates in the 

main had an excellent knowledge of the texts. The 15-mark questions in particular were better answered 

than in Section A, perhaps because the texts had been taught more recently.  

There were some common weaker points in the 15-mark questions which are worth highlighting below.  

• τε ... και as a main style point  

• enclosing word order (just natural order of Greek in many places) 

• pleonasm 

• placing participles/verbs at the start of sentences (perfectly normal in Greek). 

Assessment for learning 

 

The best responses to the 15-mark questions use Greek quotation to make an argument that 

answers the question. Giving a series of points focused on alliteration and word order is 

unlikely to make a convincing argument, especially when it might just be normal Greek 

wording.  
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Question 3 (a)  

This was mostly very well answered although quite a few candidates missed the first point of Solon 

distributing the second place for happiness to someone else. 
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Question 3 (b)  

Almost all candidates answered this correctly 

 

Question 3 (c)  

This was generally well answered. Candidates often missed out ‘the days of 70 years’, however. There 

were vague translations of Croesus being ‘very rich and king of many men’. Some offered only a 

translation of ἐκεῖνο δὲ τὸ εἴρεό με without specifying what Croesus’ question referred to, i.e. 

whether he was blessed or not. 

 

Question 3 (d)  

Candidates generally translated this section well although some found εἰ μή ... τὸν βίον more 

challenging. 
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Question 3 (e)*  

This was handled better in general than the previous Herodotus question and candidates were in general 

convincing.  

Weaker points included:  

- ἐλαβέ: translating this as ‘fell’ and then making a point about that 

- not making a sensible connection to the question about ἀνθρώπων ἁπάντων ὀλβιώτατον; 

candidates clearly wanted to talk about the absolute/superlative, but didn’t make a convincing 

connection (i.e. the extent of Croesus’ hubris implies the extent of the retribution which will fall on 

him) 

- covering the differences between the two sons, but then not linking to the question (some did this 

very well) 

- hyperbole about the goriness/specificity of ἀπολέει μιν αἰχμῇ σιδηρέῃ βληθέντα’ (not really a 

convincing point). 

In general, the second half of the passage was less well covered than the earlier part. Some responses 

talked in general about the last four lines and picked out the tricolon of weapons as their only specific 

point.  
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Exemplar 2 
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The candidate knows the text well and a range of Greek is quoted accurately. At times the points made 

don’t seem to be focused on tension although there are still some good ideas at the start. Some of their 

language is imprecise e.g. Croesus leads his son into marriage. However, this still merits a mark at the 

top of Level 4 with good engagement and a range of points.  
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Question 4 (a) and (b)  

Almost all candidates answered Questions 4 (a) and (b) correctly. 

 

Question 4 (c)  

This was generally answered well although some candidates missed the last section of it and very few 

got the point of φιλοτιμοῦ. 
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Question 4 (d)  

Most translations here were excellent. 

 

Question 4 (e)*  
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This was generally answered better than the previous Plato question. The main problems in less 

convincing responses were a lack of coverage of the first few lines and not really explaining 

Thrasymachus’ argument.  

There were some excellent personal responses to how persuasive the candidate found Thrasymachus’ 

argument and his definition of justice.  

 

Question 5 (a)  

The second two points were generally done well but some responses lacked detail on the first point and 

often omitted Antony being carried to Cleopatra.  
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Question 5 (b)  

The translation was generally done well. The main problem was the transition to ὡς εὐγνώμονα … 

 

Question 5 (c) and (d)  

Almost all answered Questions 5 (c) and (d) correctly 
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Question 5 (e)*  

Responses were again more convincing on this than on Section A. Many candidates, however, found it 

difficult to explain why Cleopatra’s grace and bloom of youth not being totally extinguished induced 

sympathy. Few gave convincing explanations for why Cleopatra’s attempts to excuse herself to Caesar 

should cause us to feel sympathy for her. Most seemed to take the final ὡς δὴ τις clause as the literal 

truth, i.e. that Cleopatra was clinging to life, not that she was pretending to do so. In general, the first four 

lines were dealt with best, with some very good points being made about the contrast between her state 

now and her former position as queen (on a straw-bed, only wearing a tunic, animalistic, trembling, 

wasted.) 
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Section C overview 

Essays were generally done well although Question 7 produced more excellent responses than the other 

two questions. One tendency in less strong responses was to deal with ‘either/or’ ideas in questions 

separately and then draw a conclusion at the end rather than compare thematically throughout the 

essay. Those candidates that did make consistent comparison throughout the essay often achieved 

higher marks.  

 

Question 6*  

Responses here were often convincing with candidates making sensible points about how the modern 

definition of a historian might be anachronistic when applied to Herodotus. Some interpreted ‘teacher’ as 

more than just didactic.  

The main weaknesses in answers were: 

- not drawing evidence from across the whole text (most were heavily reliant on the first parts, and the 

English was less well treated) 

- mixing up the qualities, e.g. saying that Herodotus was a storyteller, but then using evidence that was 

more historical in nature 

- not really dealing with what Herodotus was primarily.  

- Some essays covered qualities that seemed historical, qualities that seemed teacher-like, and 

qualities that seemed storyteller-like before concluding that he was one of them.  

The strongest responses gave more of an ongoing explanation, rather than making a conclusion in the 

final paragraph with no real explanation for why they had chosen that one. 
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Exemplar 3 
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The candidate here shows excellent evaluation throughout the response and is clearly answering the 

precise question asked. The use of secondary scholarship adds to the argument although this is not a 

requirement on the specification. The candidate would still gain full marks without it. Coverage is strong 

and the AO2 coverage supports the argument well. This meets the requirements for the top end of Level 

5.  
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Question 7* 

For the answers which were done well, this was the best essay. Candidates were convincing in their 

points about how each section of the text related to the question (both positively and negatively) and 

drew interesting points about Socrates’ shortcomings (rhetorical points, technai, irony). Some were less 

convincing – these tended to rely too heavily on one point (that each discussion ends in aporia, which 

may be true, but does not give much nuance). 

 

Question 8* 

Much like the Herodotus essay, this was competently done but candidates often fell into the same trap: 

they separated their answers into ‘Antony is able to be respected for these points, and not these’; and 

then the same for Cleopatra, with one of them finally announced the winner. The more successful 

answers compared the two throughout for particular qualities.  

 

 



Supporting you
Teach 
Cambridge

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full 
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes 
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and 
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR 
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them 
this link to help get you started.

Reviews of 
marking

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to 
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the 
options available visit the OCR website.

Access to 
Scripts

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your 
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these 
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support 
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our 
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on 
our website.

Keep up-to-date We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can 
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already, 
sign up here.

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear 
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our 
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from 
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach 
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking 
and support.

Signed up for 
ExamBuilder?

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our 
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited 
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your 
centre’s users for ExamBuilder. 

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre 
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.
Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to 
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create 
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Active Results Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis 
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge 
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/SingleSignOn/ValidateAuthentication.aspx?ReturnURL=/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults


OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

OCR is a Company Limited by Guarantee and an exempt charity. Registered in England. Registered office: The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, 
CB2 8EA. Registered company number: 3484466.

We operate academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers. 

We are committed to providing a fully accessible experience across all our products, platforms, and websites. Find out more about our  
accessibility standards.

© OCR 2025. All rights reserved. We retain the copyright on all our publications. However, our registered centres are permitted to copy and distribute our 
material for their own internal use, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the publication. Find out more about our copyright policies.

We update our publications regularly so please check you have the most up-to-date version.

We cannot be held responsible for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication  
and do not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

When we update our specifications, you’ll see a new version number and a summary of the changes. While we do our best to reflect these  
changes in all associated resources on Teach Cambridge, if you notice any discrepancies, please refer to the latest specification on our website  
and let us know.

Our resources do not represent any teaching method we expect you to use. We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in our resources.

Tell us what you think
Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and 
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources, 
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we’re on the right track or not. 

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how 
you can help us improve our resources.

   Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

   Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

    Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

	 01223 553998
  ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications, 
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk

https://www.cambridge.org/accessibility
https://www.ocr.org.uk/about/our-policies/copyright/
https://teachcambridge.org/landing
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/feedback-and-surveys
https://ocrpanel.recollective.com/ocr-customer-insight-panel/join?key=mbHf
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
http://ocr.org.uk
http://ocr.org.uk/updates
http://support.ocr.org.uk

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper 3 series overview
	Section A overview
	Question 1 (a)
	Question 1 (b)
	Question 1 (c)
	Question 1 (d)*
	Exemplar 1

	Question 1 (e)
	Question 2 (a) and (b)
	Question 2 (c)
	Question 2 (d)
	Question 2 (e)*

	Section B overview
	Question 3 (a)
	Question 3 (b)
	Question 3 (c)
	Question 3 (d)
	Question 3 (e)*
	Exemplar 2

	Question 4 (a) and (b)
	Question 4 (c)
	Question 4 (d)
	Question 4 (e)*
	Question 5 (a)
	Question 5 (b)
	Question 5 (c) and (d)
	Question 5 (e)*

	Section C overview
	Question 6*
	Exemplar 3

	Question 7*
	Question 8*




