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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version? 

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 31 series overview 

This paper continues to attract the largest entry for the 31-34 exam. Enthusiasm for the content was 

evident in the work of many candidates. Their strong knowledge of the subject and deep engagement 

with a wide range of points relating to Greek religion was excellent. Some candidates engaged with 

material beyond the prescribed minimum content. In terms of AO1 knowledge, with examiners enjoying 

the fuller exploration of Greek and Athenian life and how religion was fundamental to that. There were 

many candidates who had a less secure grasp of religious practice in Greece, with a tendency to operate 

on assumption and assertion. Some candidates seemed to find discussing the views of philosophers in 

question 7 difficult, with many answers not including sufficient detail. Questions 8 and 9 were broadly 

phrased essays, enabling candidates a wide range of options for constructing a response. Some 

candidates did not take advantage of this opportunity and produced responses which were too narrow 

and sparsely supported as a result. 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally: 
Candidates who did less well on this 

paper generally:  

● demonstrated comprehensive AO1, with a strong 

grasp of detail for oikos, polis AND panhellenic 

worship 

● offered arguments in order to address the question 

for 20- and 30-mark answers 

● in the case of the 20-mark question, appreciated 

the need to contextualise their answers within the 

events of Athens around the time of Socrates’ trial 

● had a sustained focus on answering the question 

in 30-mark essays: for Question 8, understood the 

need to compare the experience of women in 

religion to that of men. For Question 9, proposed 

an interpretation of Greek religion that offered an 

underpinning explanation for the Greeks’ motives 

in worshipping the gods 

● used a range of scholars and looked to engage 

with them, offering a well-developed view as to 

their utility and/or strengths and weaknesses. 

● had little specific AO1 to support ideas, 

relying on broad generalisations that 

were often limited in relevance 

● showed limited appreciation of what the 

question paper was asking for candidates 

to discuss 

● seemed to believe that describing the 

practice of Greek religion would be 

sufficient to fulfil the requirements of AO2 

in essays. In Question 8 this manifested 

as a list of the activities of women in 

religion. In Question 9 it was a list of 

ways that the Greeks worshipped 

● made no reference to scholars in the 

30-mark questions. 
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Section A overview 

Section A saw some sound knowledge for the 1-mark questions, though a number of candidates did not 

know the date of Socrates’ trial. The quality of responses to the 10-mark questions was divided between 

those who engaged with the source material, and those who did not. Questions 4 to 7 in this year’s 

Section A drew on some of the elements from the Key Topic: 'Religion and Philosophy’, and it was good 

to see the number of candidates who had a sound knowledge of the subject matter for this. As in 

previous years, there is still an over-reliance on AO1 at the expense of AO2 in the 20-mark question. 

This was particularly evident in the 20-mark question, where some candidates did not address the 

requirement to discuss Athens, which impacted their performance in both AO1 and AO2. 

This was particularly evident in the 20-mark question, where some candidates did not address 

the requirement to discuss Athens, which impacted their performance in both AO1 and AO2. 
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Question 3 

Large numbers of candidates did not pay close enough attention to the source material when it came to 

answering this question. The first 10-mark question on this paper is always based upon some source 

material, and so candidates need to be reminded that this is not a place to write an extended essay. 

Many candidates this year took the question to mean that they merely had to talk about what happened 

on the Acropolis. Examiners found that there was insufficient use made of the source because 

responses were too full of details about the nature of Athenian religious practice and comments based 

on elements of the Acropolis that were not visible in the source. When candidates took care to make 

close reference to the source, they could be credited, particularly where there was a corresponding focus 

on how the different features of the sanctuary pertained to the worship of the gods. 

Exemplar 1 

This exemplar illustrates how a candidate makes close reference to the source and then answers the 

question in order to marry AO1 and AO2 together. It also gives a good sense of the concision that is 

required for the answer to be effective: 

• there is an initial point identifying the ramp to the Propylaea, helpfully explaining the practicalities of 

worship 

• the size of the Propylaea is also identified, picking out the distinction drawn between immortals and 

mortals 

• there is also identification of the number of different temples, emphasising the multi-faceted nature of 

worship.  
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Question 6 

This question was answered very effectively by the majority of candidates. It was very good to see how 

confidently most answers engaged with the reasons behind the Athenian execution of Socrates. Nearly 

everyone knew about the impiety charge as well as the corruption of young people. Many others 

discussed the invention of new gods sensibly too. The only major area that caused problems was where 

some candidates looked to assess whether the Athenians were justified in executing Socrates. This was 

beyond the remit of the question. 

 

Misconception 

 

Many candidates are under the mistaken impression that the 10-mark task is a form of essay. 

Some candidates were even writing almost as much as in a 20-mark question. This is 

unnecessary, and candidates should just focus on making a range of points that make 

reference to AO1 and then explain them in AO2. There is no requirement for an introduction 

or conclusion to this question. Examiners are very aware of the tight time constraints on this 

paper, and are looking for a quantity of work that is consistent with the number of marks 

available here. 

 

Question 7*  

The critical element in this question was recognising the requirement to talk about traditional beliefs in 

Athens. A considerable number of candidates took this to be a question about the nature of Greek 

belief, and as a result missed the essence of what they had been asked. Many candidates took the 

existence of pre-Socratics as evidence that traditional beliefs were in decline, and asserted such. More 

successful answers looked to examine 2 elements: the nature of pre-Socratic ideas, and the state of 

religious belief in Athens at the time of Socrates’ trial. These responses tended to challenge the 

assumption that the existence of pre-Socratic philosophy suggested a decline in beliefs by questioning 

whether their message really reached Athens, and even if it did, whether it had an impact beyond a 

narrow group of elites. This approach was a good example of using AO1 (details from pre-Socratics) and 

then assessing its AO2 (applying the AO1 directly to the question). Contextualising what was happening 

in Athens just before Socrates’ trial enabled many candidates to focus successfully on the question. 

There were some excellent discussions of the Acropolis building programme and events in Athens (e.g. 

mutilation of the herms), as well as sensible use of some of the specification’s visual sources in order to 

deploy AO1 in order to develop AO2. 
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Section B overview 

There were slightly more answers to Question 9 than Question 8, but performance on the 2 questions 

was almost identical in respect of the overall performance of candidates. As with last year, AO1 was 

deployed pretty soundly, but AO2 was less strong. There was certainly evidence that many candidates 

were able to achieve Level 4 for AO1, but this was not always matched by their performance on AO2. 

This often came down to their engagement with the question, with a tendency to miss its central ‘driver’. 

See below for a more detailed explanation of these points for the specific questions. 

 

Question 8* 

The most successful responses were careful to address the essence of this question: ‘fewer…than’. A 

sustained comparison between the experience of women and men led to strong AO2, as there was a 

recognition that in order to fulfil the requirements of the question there was a need to look at both 

groups. In addition, the most successful responses deployed detail on the experience of both men and 

women in oikos, polis and panhellenically, and made sure that their AO1 was wide-ranging. This set 

them up to be able to offer a clear set of ideas for AO2, drawing distinctions between the relevant 

experience in each of these areas. 

Less successful responses tended to fall into 2 categories. One type was a description of the 

experiences of women, usually in the form of a list of actions with regard to religion. Though this was part 

of the AO1, it missed the male experience and so tended to be more limited. The other less successful 

approach did not engage with the AO2 element of the question, so although there was description of 

men and women’s participation in religion, there was no corresponding analysis of the issue of ‘fewer’. 

Exemplar 2 
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This response is a good example of a section of an essay that has really grasped the central 

requirements of the question. There is some secure AO1 on the role of women in Polis religion, 

concluding that women were ‘significantly more active at polis than oikos level’. Critically important to this 

essay, though, is the fact that the response then goes on to compare this to the male experience. In 

addition, there is a well deployed reference to the scholar Neale, which is also engaged with critically 

where the candidate says: ‘this claim must be deemed accurate’, followed by the deployment of 

evidence to substantiate this point. 
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Question 9* 

Many candidates mistook this question to be an invitation for them to answer the question ‘why did the 

Greeks worship their gods?’. While this is certainly an interesting question, it isn’t quite what was set. 

The better answers recognised the key word in the question, which was ‘only’. More successful 

responses took the idea of personal benefit and interrogated it effectively. There were a number of 

successful approaches taken to this, particularly the sense of recognising reciprocity in Greek worship 

and then explaining that. Some good answers argued that as religion was embedded in every part of 

Greek life that it was reductive to attempt to suggest that everything revolved around personal benefit. 

Others looked to unpick the whole experience of worship and demonstrate where there was a personal 

benefit around every corner, and thus the contention of the question could be agreed with. 

The less successful responses were overly dependent upon AO1, without sufficient AO2. While it was 

good to see how much many candidates knew about worship, it was not the focus of the question –

reasons for worship was. It was very common to see AO1 being rewarded at a higher level than AO2 on 

this essay. 
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Copyright information 

Questions 1 to 3 © FALKENSTEINFOTO/Alamy stock photo. 
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