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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y308 series overview

Y308 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a
named in-depth topic and through two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e showed a clear understanding of the views of | ¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both
the two interpretations in relation to the of the interpretations

question « did not go beyond a basic explanation of part

e were able to use contextual knowledge to test of the interpretation
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

¢ did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

e were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both interpretations using
contextual knowledge

e adopted a chronological rather than thematic
approach

¢ did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
e adopted a thematic approach discussed in the same paragraph

e covered the whole period in a balanced way

¢ made links and comparisons between aspects | ¢ did not cover the whole period

of the topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

¢ explained the links and comparisons question
e supported their arguments with precise and e made unsupported comments about issues
relevant examples which were no more than assertions.

¢ reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.

the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

@ You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view
of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of
contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the
issue.

Section A in Paper Y308 is focused on the nature and extent of Philip II's support for the Inquisition

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages.

Explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the nature and extent of Philip
II's support for the Spanish Inquisition. [30]

There were a wide range of responses to this question, with the most successful answers being well
focused on the views in the interpretations and able to identify the differences presented in the two
interpretations. Less successful responses were often unclear in their understanding of the views being
presented and frequently did not go beyond explaining the interpretations and being unable to apply
contextual knowledge to support the explanation, confining the response to Level 3. Candidates needed
to read the interpretations carefully and extract the views being presented. Interpretation A focused on
Philip’s determination to assert his control over the Inquisition, while Interpretation B’s main argument
was that Philip was submissive to its demands and willing to give it freedom, unlike other institutions in
his kingdom.

It is important that candidates identify the overall argument of each interpretation in relation to the actual
question. In evaluating Interpretation A responses could consider Philip’s attendance at auto de fes, his
use of the Inquisition to control the nation’s morals and its use to control those studying abroad. In
considering Interpretation B responses often cited the Caranza case and the role of the Inquisition in
leading to the Aragon revolt. The implication of Interpretation B is that the Inquisition faced few limits and
some more successful responses argued that the portrayal of the ‘Black legend’ was the result of this,
however, others challenged the view that Philip deferred to it and cited how Philip possessed many
books that were on the ‘Index’ of prohibited books.
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Exemplar 1
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Question Part

“w e

Exemplar 1 is an example of work placed at the very top of Level 6, awarded 30 marks because the
evaluation is developed and the knowledge used to test the views in the two interpretations is
impressive. Although it could be argued that other points could have been made, examiners consider
what can reasonably be expected in the time allowed for an A Level candidate.

Assessment for learning

@ Evaluate means give a value to the interpretation. In simple terms, is the view valid?
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Assessment for learning

@ Responses need to identify the overall view of each interpretation about the issue in the

question — in this instance the nature and extent of Philip’s support for the Inquisition.

Assessment for learning

Candidates might be helped by having a list of evaluative words and phrases displayed in the
classroom
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B
candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should
explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of
continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be
made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important
that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2* ‘The Catholic Reformation was a reaction to humanism and Protestantism.’

How far do you agree with this view of the period from 1492 to 16107 [25]

This was the most popular question, but many struggled to go beyond explanation, often arguing that it
was a reaction to humanism and Protestantism, but struggling to reach the higher levels due to a lack of
synthesis. Where candidates argued that it was not simply a response they often drew on developments
in Spain during the early years of the period, or some of the new orders that were established before the
challenge of Luther and other reformers. Most argued that the changes and reforms of Trent were clear
evidence that it was a response to humanism, but more importantly, to Protestantism. However, the most
successful answers continued and looked at the later period and argued that attitudes had changed and
that later Popes were not simply responding to these challenges but had adopted a new outlook
reflected in publications such as the new Missal and Breviary and compared these developments with
the attitude of earlier Popes, such as Alexander VI — although some candidates were aware that even
Alexander had proposed reform, even though nothing came of it. It was the ability to compare across the
period that allowed access to the higher levels. This was usually best achieved through a thematic
approach and many considered issues such as doctrine, discipline and heresy as their themes.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 provides a very successful response which is consistently focused and shows a high level of
synthesis throughout and is well-supported, hence it was given full marks, Level 6, 25.

Misconception

and explanation as to whether something is similar or different, or whether there is change or

@ Synthesis does not mean stating something is similar, there needs to be direct comparison
continuity.

Question 3*

3* ‘The most significant institutional reforms during the Catholic Reformation were those established
at the Lateran Council (1512-17).

How far do you agree with this view of the period from 1492 to 16107 [25]

This was the least popular question and saw a number of very generalised responses in terms of the
named factor, the Lateran Council. Whilst many who attempted this question had a general knowledge of
some of the issues discussed at the Council, very few had the detailed knowledge to compare it with
other Councils, such as Trent, or the Papacy and New Orders. The most successful answers adopted a
thematic approach, while less successful responses often focused heavily on Trent and did not compare
its significance with the Lateran Council.

Candidates should have been able to consider the Lateran decrees on bishops and abbacies, the
strengthening of the powers of bishops, the Concordat with France and the ending of conciliarism. These
issues and their success or otherwise could then have been compared with the reforms of Trent, the
institutional reforms of the New Orders and the Jesuits, allowing the higher levels to be accessed.

Assessment for learning

Make sure that candidates have a good knowledge of all elements of the specification and do
not just focus on what are perceived to be the main events.
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Question 4*

4* ‘The attitudes of the laity were the greatest obstacle to the reform of the Catholic Church.’

How far do you agree with this view of the period from 1492 to 16107 [25]

There was much material here that candidates could consider, particularly in terms of the laity and their
attitudes towards reform, allowing a range of comparisons to be made that would allow access to the
higher levels. Responses often looked at three or four themes, those of the Papacy, clergy, secular
rulers, and the laity being the most frequently discussed.

In discussing the Papacy responses often argued that their attitudes determined the success or
otherwise of reform and were able to contrast the attitudes of the Renaissance Popes with later ones. In
discussing secular rulers, attitudes in different countries were compared, for example Philip 1l who
supported reform, provided it did not limit his power, and was contrasted with Henry VIII, Edward VI and
Elizabeth | and they were also contrasted with Mary Tudor to show that there were obstacles in some
countries but not others, but even within countries attitudes could vary over time. In discussing the
clergy, responses often argued that a lack of education was an issue and noted the difficulties in Spain
at the start of the period but commented on the improvements that took place in the second half of the
period, similarly absentee bishops in the first half were contrasted with residency in the second half.
Popular religion was seen as an obstacle in states such as Spain, but again this was contrasted with
improvements by the end of the period. There were considerable opportunities for synthesis, but many
did not make the comparisons and explain the similarities and differences.

Misconception

Confusion over who made up the laity was evident in a number of responses, with some
mixing up secular and clerical.
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qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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We are committed to providing a fully accessible experience across all our products, platforms, and websites. Find out more about our
accessibility standards.

© OCR 2025. All rights reserved. We retain the copyright on all our publications. However, our registered centres are permitted to copy and distribute our
material for their own internal use, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the publication. Find out more about our copyright policies.

We update our publications regularly so please check you have the most up-to-date version.

We cannot be held responsible for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and do not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

When we update our specifications, you'll see a new version number and a summary of the changes. While we do our best to reflect these
changes in all associated resources on Teach Cambridge, if you notice any discrepancies, please refer to the latest specification on our website
and let us know.

Our resources do not represent any teaching method we expect you to use. We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in our resources.
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