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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y302/01 series overview

Y302 is one of twenty one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a
named in-depth topic and through two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e showed a clear understanding of the views of
the two interpretations in relation to the
question

¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both
of the interpretations

¢ did not go beyond a basic explanation of part

were able to use contextual knowledge to test
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both interpretations using
contextual knowledge

covered the whole period in a balanced way
adopted a thematic approach

made links and comparisons between aspects
of the topic

explained the links and comparisons

supported their arguments with precise and
relevant examples

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.

of the interpretation

did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

adopted a chronological rather than thematic
approach

did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
discussed in the same paragraph

did not cover the whole period

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view
of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of
contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the
issue.

Section A in Paper Y302 is focused on the origins and growth of Viking Dublin, with Passage A
suggesting that Dublin grew predominantly through trade, and Passage B arguing that Dublin was
originally a military settlement.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages.

Explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the origins and growth of Viking
Dublin. [30]

Most candidates were able to identify the main difference between the interpretations, with Passage A
arguing that Dublin originated as a trading settlement that grew into a town, and Passage B arguing that
Dublin was predominantly a military and raiding base. The major differentiator between the quality of
candidates’ responses was their ability to provide specific contextual knowledge to evaluate the claims
made in the passages.

Stronger responses provided additional examples or evidence to support or challenge the passages.
Some candidates were able to use a variety of evidence in order to do this, for example, using
knowledge of artefacts relating to trading activity being found in Dublin, or coinage and the establishment
of a mint, all of which would support the interpretation of Passage A. Passage B was supported by
comparisons to other raiding bases, as well as knowledge of conflict with Irish clans. Although the focus
of the answer should remain on Dublin, candidates were able to successfully use examples of similar
activity in other towns and settlements in support of their argument, explaining that this is ‘typical’ activity
in settlements geographically similar to Dublin. As long as contextual knowledge was clearly linked to the
interpretation and question, it could be credited as valid evaluation.

Many candidates struggled to provide relevant contextual knowledge to support their evaluation, relying
heavily on information that was provided by the passages. Many responses simply paraphrased the
passages. Weaker responses were sometimes also critical of the passages for their lack of detail, or
concluded that one passage was more was convincing due to its mention of archaeological evidence.
Lack of evidence/examples within the passage itself is not a valid weakness of the passage, as
candidates should be using their knowledge to support or challenge the argument presented.
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This response shows consistently detailed evaluation of each interpretation, and the candidate comes to
a supported conclusion about which passage they find the most convincing, showing good focus on the
question. This is an excellent example of a Level 6 standard response.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B,
candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should
explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of
continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be
made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important
that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2*  ‘Throughout the period from ¢.790 to 1066, the payment of Danegeld was the most effective
response to Viking raids on England.’

How far do you agree? [25]

This question required candidates to consider the effectiveness of Danegeld relative to other responses
to Viking raids, such as diplomacy, assimilation, or military action. The most popular themes were
battles, building defences, and treaties.

Weaker responses to this question struggled in various ways — occasionally, candidates confused
Danegeld with the Danelaw. Some candidates also lost focus on the question as they explained the
effectiveness of Danegeld in Europe, rather than remaining focused on raids on England. The most
common area that candidates struggled with, however, was providing a range of evidence from across
the period. Many answers were focused mostly on the reign of Alfred, explaining his various battles and
treaties with the Vikings as well as his building of defensive burghs. This lack of range meant that some
candidates were only partially focused on the question or did not demonstrate sufficient knowledge to
create synthesis and reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.

Stronger answers were able to take each chosen theme in turn and compare examples from across the
time period to demonstrate effectiveness (or lack of). When discussing military responses, for examples,
candidates could use the Battle of Stamford Bridge in 1066 in addition to earlier battles such as Edington
in order to show a range of evidence.

Assessment for learning

their response, drawing on examples and evidence from across the period. Without a range of
evidence, they cannot demonstrate and understanding change and continuity over time, or
‘developed synthesis’.

@ Remind candidates that they must cover as much of the time frame of the topic as possible in

14 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 2

S\ W ey
AL Ao @ K0S \cxmd;&c,%ww:m;@w

\xm\gagjmmum-m MaACA 80 s arn AN ax) RO (AS wo A . RS

At scahd qe e \nmwa\\m mi\\\ktmmgﬁw

-~ ; s
e QOyeok Yeax\non :hwmﬂﬁs \:\:\mnx\xk o Mo e, WO Do wed\

1200 - 250 sWipS (N\nkm&m \Q\NJ\,N . Oxeok-

Somnmnoie. B tn ‘{1-\

rf..‘ &r

_lehoxrode e  WAR LA e

&0 \u%\m&ew.k\\.u AR N
AN

Brlbeeod MQV\MM&G%‘&&M\Q ‘r\.u_\*% Ao Noworse k-

MO, - Aaosonex | oronl. re cd Uy e ek Udve wedd o4

MS'&WW\%' AN % ?6;)

) e (oo,

1ids o oo GoPwruyA ZWAeoh 3 oo ool g, \MA0e e, \n

Rvm& i DU gk Qckiv%&(\\/\- AWl agesin \A XS e

Be CXO0< Mo groRuenels DEXAS N ate s dntretied

: QAY&N&M.\Nd\c}Nﬁm e M\%..v\.m\w\ru\ Aok wlkeedA

15 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y302/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

n e pom'\‘o‘\\(.tv\a‘ “ : CM\U..U;\ - -t
Doakdhe ok RyOMOWEW A C{“S“\' a«md al0 Coivag-aeh

%0 SR

MPALMV\W\ L CR VNV
CEADIMYe A : Swe . :
|{ave $iom a0 1. &M\O\-_lhé_;?m (016, ot [rowsaas

logt Y bokida o4 Asswmoiwfo (udk Ho  Cuneotde andA
(066, tupvan Hamold Goduiuson. sonagen o

cMA'emk \r\uxm kkmmm ak 5@ Mﬁwm l%v\_oggag Fg

16 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y302/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

69,00 CROML \oy s C Ma e ot RO )1
6 ?equ%\mm Ma ool oy Mo WRa

o s e A I R TS VR B L) 1)

L [Lieomstanrt in U wreh Dows suNReun i F9$ ) s
o lecne. to WO T wiigihe AARO W er Lokt g tn KM RARo A

Dlfeao) Qo Qw\s"\m ot \A-e0watyne AW Q(\_'(""t
AW AT TS o\ Ve FRNREL0Y \wwu o M\wreak 04 \\g i, uﬁ RGN

o tte e o WNQM“QM@Q@__LO&M&L\L

- ‘GKS Pleeoh comiinng-e oh watia Al - WAUM
: m%x*mexh& m:\mm ok Alteaot orel Coaravasm ™"
%{ G e UJU\UP\ QRN )

1D Ha m\\\q\g{ s ba_ Al an M&W\u&-‘mud' WS amoradeu \o
~lo\ad SAMM

N ~ 4 - i £ A .
‘-\'Uwz,\re% . HAS &\ro&\@n‘-\j MU Qo NS WV \wL D

17 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y302/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

ke RN w0 Ke v ot FeWRolweol- Ve 00 ned do
wake a0noo OIS Lt Mo \Niege, ol ren ovndoped
SAY A TE

_‘" - S AN

Leopem ace vounti Love ) QAN 3 \
@ " ~
Ko o0 Sons . €Conauait ov wallateauy ad jeMmieie .\ TN

W, WL
Smmdm o oh i Cantts arta o 't \OLb  Twong Ane ,

Mmmbmmw&&mw%_
W cane ek (- dgolinookim, &M_Qs&_n%d—_

w concindenon, BWM_MA@_A&QM__

4 @)py Vs
ES?“MLM&MLV—@MMM,—\&-@IW VON
Ao \ MOM ' O

)uC(.tSQHL\ hD\QAA ‘\-ws (LQ.DON\AWCN\ ;\;\f\av w\.u\‘“"\
sV e (o) cLHu &M%v W ML Yeoulm o f m;w\
W wus adaa oihem oln.oemM ar OOV i—uﬂ.}*’s %\L‘r&ﬁ_

: s_'\:ma.%)k\vv st \{LVcLuu(ja fuea o f& ca.t:q)m\:b ofl;\'iL\saﬂLQM/
bealeps exluinig i e elhetiremo ok adh X
siadeorieh are we ONCo oA Swnoken I Mo lwe o4

This response demonstrates aspects of the ‘developed synthesis’ we are looking for at Level 5. This
candidate, in their paragraphs on both military and diplomatic responses, provides a range of examples
from across the period to support their argument. Rather than just listing examples, they also show an
awareness of change and continuity over time, recognising how some methods increased or decreased
in importance over time. The synthesis was not consistent throughout the answer, and the paragraph on
Danegeld was a little weaker, as some examples were not focused on England. This is why the
response is not placed at the top of the level, or indeed in Level 6. Nevertheless, the skills and
knowledge shown in the military and diplomatic paragraphs and the final judgement demonstrate that
this response is Level 5 standard.
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Question 3*

3* ‘Throughout the period from c¢.790 to 1066, farming made the most important contribution to
Viking livelihood in Scandinavia.’

How far do you agree? [25]

This question required candidates to compare the importance of farming to Viking livelihood with
alternative ways of making a living, for example shipbuilding and seafaring, arts and crafts, raiding, or
trading. Although various themes and approaches are valid, the question is focused on livelihood/ways
of making a living, and some candidates struggled to remain focused on this. More generalised
explanations of Viking life (e.g., culture, social structure, religion) were not valid when answering this
question and could not be credited.

Knowledge of the role of farming in Scandinavia was also generally weak among many candidates.
Some candidates were able to successfully explain why farming was not important, explaining the
difficulties of farming due to geographical challenges — this was a valid approach. However, very few
candidates were able to explore the positive contributions of farming, or make links between farming and
trading (such as raising livestock for wool or leather, or farming honey and fruit for feasts).

Candidates more confidently explained the contributions of raiding and trading to Viking livelihood.
Weaker answers tended to be more generic and vaguer, with limited specific examples or evidence to
support a more general explanation of raiding/trading culture. Stronger answers were able to provide
examples from across the period, or compared different regions. Although the question is primarily
focused on Scandinavia, candidates could bring in examples of trading towns in Britain and Europe,
explaining how these contributed to the livelihoods of those back in Scandinavia.
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This response is a good example of a Level 5 answer. Although farming is dismissed early in the answer
in terms of its importance, specific knowledge is used to explain why farming was difficult across different
regions in Scandinavia. This is followed by more extensive discussion of trading and then craftmanship,
supported with specific examples from across the period. More importantly, in these paragraphs, there is
some recognition and explanation of change over time, showing why some skills, such as farming,
became less important, whereas craftmanship grew in importance. This is the ‘developed synthesis’,
supported explanations of change and continuity over time, that we are looking for in Level 5.

Question 4*

4* ‘Religion, more than anything else, defined Viking culture throughout the period from ¢.790 to 1066.’

How far do you agree? [25]

Candidates approached this question in a variety of ways. To remain focused on the question,
candidates were required to compare the impact of religion on Viking culture to alternative influences —
examples could include literature, art, craft, social structure, raiding, and more. All approaches were valid
as long as candidates could explain the impact of the theme on Viking culture.

Weaker responses only discussed or described religion, explaining all the ways in which religion affected
Viking culture, but offering no counter argument. These responses were only partially focused. Some
candidates just described Viking religion.

Regarding the conversion to Christianity, some candidates argued that the conversion proved religion
was not that important, as old rituals and beliefs were given up while other non-religious aspects of
cultures remained. Others argued that the change proved how religion did ultimately define culture, as
Viking culture changed in line with new beliefs. Either argument was valid, provided it was supported
with evidence.

The main weakness displayed in responses to this question was lack of specific knowledge and
evidence to support their arguments. Explanations were often vague and generalised, sometimes just
describing changes in religion over time. These answers were mostly focused, but did not show enough
knowledge to make a supported judgement.
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Stronger answers were able to explain how different factors influenced Viking culture, referencing
specific events, rulers, settlements, or other evidence in support of their arguments. The very best
answers also compared factors, often explaining how religion impacts other factors such as kingship, or
identified changes over time, noting for example that raiding was more representative of Viking culture in
the early part of the period, but less so in the later decades. These responses demonstrated elements of
the ‘developed synthesis’ required at the higher end of the mark scheme.

Assessment for learning

Although candidates can consistently argue in favour of their hypothesis, they must

@ acknowledge and explain counter arguments, if only to dismiss them. For example, in this
question, candidates needed to consider alternative factors to religion in order to fully answer
the question.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

OCR is a Company Limited by Guarantee and an exempt charity. Registered in England. Registered office: The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge,
CB2 8EA. Registered company number: 3484466.

We operate academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers.

We are committed to providing a fully accessible experience across all our products, platforms, and websites. Find out more about our
accessibility standards.

© OCR 2025. All rights reserved. We retain the copyright on all our publications. However, our registered centres are permitted to copy and distribute our
material for their own internal use, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the publication. Find out more about our copyright policies.

We update our publications regularly so please check you have the most up-to-date version.

We cannot be held responsible for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and do not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

When we update our specifications, you'll see a new version number and a summary of the changes. While we do our best to reflect these
changes in all associated resources on Teach Cambridge, if you notice any discrepancies, please refer to the latest specification on our website
and let us know.

Our resources do not represent any teaching method we expect you to use. We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in our resources.
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