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OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y209/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y209 series overview

Y209 is one of twenty-four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests a
coherent period of non-British History through a short answer essay question and a traditional essay
question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Question 2 was slightly more popular than Question 1.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the issues or discussed
the short answer essay one in a superficial way

e reached a developed and supported e produced a judgement that was not supported
judgement as to which issue was more and was therefore assertion or a judgement
significant or important that did not follow logically from the response

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the e were unable to use their knowledge to address
focus of the question the issue in the question

¢ in answering the essay question candidates ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major
discussed at least two issues in depth issues relevant to the essay

¢ the supporting detail was both accurate and e were unable to support their answer with
relevant to the question set, not just the topic relevant or accurate material

e reach a supported judgement about the issue | ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
in the question question

e make a series of interim judgements about the | ¢ made unsupported comments about issues
issues discussed in relation to the question. which were no more than assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.

4 © OCR 2025


https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?unit=all&subject=1b006d7b-3ae5-4a7b-bf44-17b1395b45f6

OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y209/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(a) Which of the following was of greater importance in the rise of the Songhay Empire?

(i) The collapse of the Mali Empire
(ii) Military factors

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Candidates knew of some of the more well-known features of the Mali Empire when at the peak of its
prosperity and influence, such as its wealth, and the story of Mansa Musa’s Haijj to Mecca on which he
freely distributed gold as he went. The Empire’s military failings were also often cited as aspects of its
collapse, such as its vulnerability to the Tuareg. Some candidates were able to link these failures more
directly to Songhay’s rise, as in Exemplar 1, where it was noted that they provided opportunities for the
rulers of Songhay to expand. In relation to military factors, candidates tended to focus upon on Sonni Al
and his achievements, notably his capture of Djenne and Timbuktu. Others highlighted the development
of calvary and battle canoes which helped to facilitate its expansion. More effective answers evaluated
the relative importance of each factor, while less effective ones lacked detailed knowledge of one or both
factors.
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L O |The rise of thao. Sanglvay @m;\r\h,g, e lee
atvibut-ec t L;tu_ Col{Qpe =3 SN B~ N u'S Ve

Queark Ma i Enapiil andl vl Qo £ Sicilly
bl sonni dynaaty in ywguwy dearees  Hoesty,
Uthinakely it wios Ha0 Colicpie of Maii

Ve E WSV CON.Y) QueCi £0.C lapodrunce on i AU neodl
Uao (owaol QQ i‘i‘/\/\'{‘)&(‘fr %(‘Mﬂ\_mﬂ_i_b@.ﬁa;\ﬂﬁ_l;_&b_\@_
60 Woue . Tiaus, coliagpie o tlo Wad Emnig
QOGN WD v im{)()\/t-(‘n,\&.

Teo colicrpse ol el pacud Enupie OGO Sgaigia:
aX mm%mdg (o O o Hi\guka(% O 6o
Cowpive . Mo LAlCL echww,L% wea Ity . ke
C@um‘uf{m(f) WIAC A LOOUAN seoin e Coudheer |
senarely : Goo, Devd awel Taanuue i o (v
wea i pacoy SKatun. SnreuQing MAnat

WATT A K \/\Q%j o MeCcon tibin QUNAZ rULA SIOUp0A
ancl, 0 passing Caives £gypt  gigred 20,000
taren of %Qtd.’ﬂ/\h preseuy o poLe Lo 4§
MO 00 (D) Gnd Haun, a0 PO ¢ Songina,

WA N AN Qul 2XONO VR DG QN

o C@pi%ﬂlﬂ{_sg__ cn oG \oe'un% a_ ey ooxdia )
POUAL o S0 Tvemnns - SOUACIEIA_ Lreclo. f oS
iy O™ C . taicla_ @ 0000 Asiicn IMOIAOIvve o
L0 ezpamol on_ eee trealing syakenad (ausing
a0 secoudl cie o 0 Sein-tol Gpice
ol 2 iﬁvslab—f-w N AL G:WQH,? decltirod
Adirg £ INUANCN fredvn Hae Tulieoy in Gl
Adosone (oo seixed MenaL L cllbsy noenr

6 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y209/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Tbwictd Tlads iniaaicin 4423) concinueal (ki
Bal Uikl palh af Blap enpie andl beiC
(O \WNG, el EADU_CoA STAD {)@MLQQQ_%A%M&
coc M:J&xar\\r\\& &0 Qo) [AVa) DO NO Y CA -CQM:UO(%H
e ingy baltainen gor trali, diey uwere @ e6
rouwsn ca Hal aulod x Goo . flals Loclin0
eilOued _cLona o €2eANA HASIC culg e
Q_\%Ee(‘i-ik,kQ,LLj: r(aivmif\(j already extapiirodd
CLblen sl o DI nng . Thhoe ok, e AL
G:wx\\im (QUQRIL L0y o cD e ke W (0kanc
i Hag e <4 M_&@L%Mﬂ G:W\(‘D{K’ oA Ce
Or&ULth ™ dbo(’;vﬁf oy)! au&cwm;mu fear \vaxo,ej
Qj/\d adpsect For S W\LUHH\»\ Q)CCX‘LVLMO(A S

\20 QAR e RECHUAL  aloing u.nHA e MDA

1A Ty

Hmawuj_a@u_hma@w

QALaCY PO KO BNOK Co 000l v QRO AR Inpakay
bo &0 e -\~6m(,<>/x Tnis v e e &0
TAL VOO QUL((P&&LHI rmnc;cLMA_&.Q_Lu.a___
o NJV\QJ}HG.SOV\VH Mool Dol o widd
Seion AU On MO eZecanr @y goInNoy Hagis
x(\)ai(s.r-\khm;g\n. OlAly_SUICCO SN Lo s O elia €0

CONERPWs atta'o) i once. andl Callapie & Lo
mcdl i ile . Tinde (oINQUOALs Cota xuNARCL Bareugs,
SO Srydorjmm,llxx OLQ ConQ et B
e~ , B cund \!\ﬂO‘dQF AUl ¢ O oA N
(DAL ' . ) Q
eXtoaU sl Ha0 0 Qeuang RS o

7 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A - Y209/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

o,\c(nvwcsm c:D H.0 éovmb\ou; Pwome CM&[VCLC:('@/IJ(\
0o 1y

(ks el - Tady 55 CQ:JQ&LCL&;@QLLO Savnin, AL

Olles iapo\) oA Sonal AU Bec’ Clwe. Creak’) .

alao Landd W%Q_M%L_Om_m@w_ﬁ;m&d-

H.Q (;M’/L% U Lacoc2in e .- TIAAL cdniUiey

—

H [at/l \udn i Cm/um J.er?p and uild. boats Ler
Hog Sowt Otxw@wm@@mm
cf POl e anel sElenCsbin « SOnAL Du\\a/\&j
Fﬂrmm/fﬂfJ H.p o >

P(‘O)I/\-QM/\J\A Bave g4 H 0 bbiaka vieh et
Howeve € mmumm M(J-OVJ eeEsa yiCRoried acvel
SUCC O PDED L LP (_\mus Gl ko ot A AL 6o H e
NeVY, c._g o0 Medis F)DL/P[LF o) iE dUw;%lf-rr'
Lo Soninis El.e QUUEGARINIYG, €0 e
CONGIOAE - Clacer clicl wp

[Leebore., QUIAABUSN MIULEOCY cackon do
oG an nADOACKAT e ¢ n &2 Cise o Leinouen
Al > B0 gyﬂlﬂ()) e pOrsion (& prengut
ko o (—q,u(ail&.‘ Lo Lo not &g oueatn &
PN Eoiecscan C():(!Oupc,p  H Mol PM‘D?L{'_
SIS MY I € 2 7 (LDOACNG 0 b pace O
pOCenda Houn Eeac ac\no)‘l/\eii o build on

€ cotranncaliiyg ool _potisic LLC:} A0 grawasdting
S@V\%mn'\nml 0 sonnia a0 AU onOnma 6o

L@Lj—-% enlcd cn C‘@V\Q\ymt;.

An example of a Level 5 response with generally accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding,
which is explained, an attempt at evaluating the relative importance of each factor, and a reasonably
substantiated judgement.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* Assess the impact of religion on the politics and society of Oyo in the period from 1608 to ¢.1800.
[20]

Candidates were, in general, aware of the centrality of religion in the politics and society of Oyo in this
period. In particular, candidates referred to the Sango cult, which highlighted the importance of religion
and its role in supporting the power of the Alaafin. Candidates often referred to the way religious festivals
were used to enhance the Alaafin’s power, such as the Orun celebrations. In addition, it was often
recalled how the Alaafin’s public appearances were limited to certain festivals as a way of upholding his
power. Some candidates pointed to the status of the royal llari as priests in the Sango cult as further
evidence of the social importance of religion. In some answers, the role of Alaafin Abipa as the founder
of cults was also referred to. Other factors considered included the role of tribute and the overall
organisation of the provinces, Oyo’s military strength, and the importance of trade. Religion was usually
seen as having a greater impact on politics and society than any of these factors. Some answers only
considered religion, an approach that made it more difficult to evaluate the extent of its impact.

Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2
(a) Which of the following was of greater importance in the decline of Benin?

(i) Changing patterns of trade
(ii) Succession crises

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Knowledge of changing patterns of trade was often more developed than knowledge of succession
crises. When addressing succession crises, some candidates talked rather generally about the customs,
practices and governmental structures that worked against the stability of the succession, such as the
role of the lyase, while others provided more detailed knowledge about succession crises linked to
individual rulers, such as Oba Ohuan. In terms of patterns of trade, many candidates knew of the
reasons behind the declining trade of staple items like cloth, for which alternatives were found in Asia.
Candidates could also explain Benin’s more complex relationship with the slave trade which in many
ways provided a clear example of the changing patterns noted in the question. Stronger answers were
evaluative in their approach, arguing that one factor was more important than the other. Weaker answers
usually lacked the detailed knowledge and understanding — often on succession crises — required to
create an effective comparison.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* How important was the economy in the development of the Songhay Empire? [20]

Many candidates were able to draw on fairly detailed knowledge of the economy of the Songhay Empire,
notably its beneficial geographical position and its ability to tap into lucrative trade routes. A number of
profitable trading commodities were identified, with salt featuring prominently, and gold. The role of
Sonni Ali in expanding the Empire and thereby boosting its economy in the process was also noted.
Candidates offset the importance of the economy against several other factors. Military developments,
particularly under Sonni Ali, were noted, as was the capture of Timbuktu, which, as many candidates
pointed out, had a galvanising effect on Songhay’s development. The reputation of Timbuktu as a centre
of learning was also identified by some candidates as a factor in the Empire’s development. Askia
Mohammed'’s cultivation of scholarship at Timbuktu and within the Empire more broadly, reflected in the
administrative changes he oversaw, was highlighted by some as a key factor in Songhay’s development,
as was his commitment to Islam, which brought further economic benefits as well. Candidates found
assessing the relative importance of each factor challenging. Answers which largely explained each
factor, using relevant knowledge, but without providing any significant judgement were usually placed in
Level 4. Where judgement was provided, answers moved up into Level 5. Where judgement was
sustained, as in Exemplar 2 below, answers were placed in Level 6.

Exemplar 2
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This response is an example of a Level 6 response. Detailed knowledge and understanding is
demonstrated throughout and there are clear attempts at evaluation where the relative importance of
each factor is considered and explained. There are substantiated judgements throughout the answer
with an effective one, which is clearly focused on the issue in the question, in the final paragraph.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should provide a judgement on the key issue in the question which is
substantiated through a convincing explanation.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:
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To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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