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SECTION A

1 This question is about measuring the sizes of atoms and using the structure of materials on a 
microscopic scale to explain large‑scale properties.

(a) Fig. 1 shows an image of a sheet of gold atoms. Use the image to determine the radius of a gold 
atom. Explain your choice of the number of significant figures in your answer.

 Fig. 1

1.0 nm1.0 nm

 radius =  ........................................................... m

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

(b) An estimate of the radius of a gold atom can be calculated from the density of gold.

One mole of gold contains 6.02 × 1023 atoms.

The mass of one mole of gold is 0.197 kg. The density of gold is 19 320 kg m–3.

(i) Show that there are approximately 6 × 1028 gold atoms m–3.

 [2]
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(ii) The manner in which the gold atoms are packed together means that only 74% of the volume 
of a sample of gold is taken up by the atoms themselves. Use this percentage and your answer 
from (i) to calculate the radius of a gold atom.

 Assume that gold atoms are spherical.

 radius of atom =  .....................................................  m [2]

(c) Images of arrangements of atoms in a metal sometimes reveal dislocations in the microscopic 
structure. Describe what dislocations are and how the presence of dislocations changes the 
properties of the metal.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]
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2 An alpha particle of kinetic energy 5.4 MeV produces 4.4 × 106 ions per metre in dry air. It 
transfers all its kinetic energy over 0.035 m.

(a)
(i) Show that the average energy to remove an electron from a molecule (ionisation energy) in air is 

less than 6 × 10–18 J.

 [2]

(ii) A free electron in air travels about 700 nm between collisions with molecules. Use your answer 
to (a)(i) to calculate the strength of a uniform electric field required to give an electron sufficient 
kinetic energy to ionise molecules in air.

 Assume that the electron accelerates from rest for 700 nm.

 field strength =  ................................................ V m–1 [2]

(iii) Explain why the number of ions formed per second will initially rise at increasing rate after the 
first ionisation event.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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(b) Fig. 2 is a representation of a thundercloud above a flat landscape with a tall building. The dotted 
lines represent equipotential lines with equal potential differences between each line.

Fig. 2

negatively charged 
lower edge of cloud

building

A B C D E

 The surface of the ground and the building are at zero potential.

(i) Draw field lines linking the points on the bottom of the cloud marked A to E to points of zero 
potential. [2]

(ii) State and explain where the force on free electrons will be the greatest in the region between the 
zero potential surface and the lower edge of the cloud.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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3 This question is about radioactive decay and time‑dilation when bodies move at near‑light 
speeds.

 A radioisotope thermal generator (RTG) uses the decay of plutonium‑238 (Pu‑238) to generate 
electrical power.

 In a science fiction story, an RTG provides 3.50 × 104 W to the living quarters of a spaceship 
when the spaceship is launched.

(a)
(i) Show that the initial activity of the plutonium source is about 4 × 1016 Bq.

 Energy released in one decay of Pu‑238 = 8.96 × 10–13 J

 [1]

(ii) Calculate the initial mass of Pu‑238 in the generator.

 Decay constant of Pu‑238 = 2.48 × 10–10 s–1

 Mass of one plutonium‑238 atom = 3.95 × 10–25 kg

 mass =  ..................................................... kg [2]

(b)
(i) Show that the power output of a stationary RTG will have fallen to about 72% of its original value 

after 42 years.

 Initial power of RTG = 3.50 × 104 W

 [2]
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 When the spaceship is launched a radio signal is sent to WST‑A, a planet 30 light years away. 
The spaceship arrives at WST‑A 12 years after the radio signal is detected at the planet.

(ii) Calculate the average velocity of the spaceship during its 42‑year journey.

 average velocity =  ................................................  m s–1 [1]

(iii)  Explain by using relevant calculations, why the power output of the RTG when the spaceship 
lands on WST‑A is approximately 79% of its value at launch. Assume that the spaceship travels 
at constant velocity throughout the journey.

 [4]
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SECTION B

4 This question is about a temperature sensor. Fig. 4.1 shows a potential divider circuit.

Fig. 4.1

R1 R2

1.5 V

(a) The e.m.f. of the cell is 1.5 V. The cell has negligible internal resistance. The potential difference 
across R1 is 0.4 V.

(i) Explain the difference in the meaning of the terms e.m.f. and potential difference.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(ii) R1 has a resistance of 30 Ω. Calculate the resistance of R2.

 resistance =  ...................................................... Ω [2]
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(b) A student sets up the circuit shown in Fig. 4.2 to calibrate a thermistor to measure the 
temperature of a baby bath.

Fig. 4.2

6.0 V

8.0 kΩ

V

 Fig. 4.3 shows how the p.d. across the 8.0 kΩ resistor varies with the temperature of the 
thermistor.

Fig. 4.3

2
15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

T / °C
55 60 65

2.5

3

3.5

4

V / V
4.5

5

(i) Describe an experimental method that could be used to obtain such a calibration curve. Give one 
possible source of experimental uncertainty and suggest how it can be reduced.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]
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(ii)* The ideal temperature for a baby bath is 37 °C. The voltmeter reads to the nearest 0.01 V. The 
resistance of the thermistor varies from approximately 13 kΩ to 3 kΩ over the temperature range.

 Calculate the sensitivity and resolution of the temperature sensor at 37 °C. Explain the effect of 
changing the value of the fixed resistor to 80 kΩ on the sensitivity of the sensor. You may use 
calculations in your explanation.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [6]
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(c) The resistance of the thermistor (a semiconductor) decreases when its temperature increases.

 Explain this by considering the behaviour and number density of the mobile charge carriers in the 
semiconductor.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]
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5 This question is about gravitational and electrical fields.

(a)
(i) The Earth orbits the Sun at a distance of 1.5 × 1011 m. Calculate the angular velocity and the 

orbital speed of the Earth.

 Orbital period = 3.2 × 107 s (1 year)

 angular velocity =  ...................................................  rad s–1

 orbital speed =  ...................................................... m s–1

 [2]

(ii) Use your answer to (a)(i) to show that the centripetal acceleration of the Earth in its orbit is about  
6 × 10–3 m s–2.

 [1]

(iii) Use the value from (a)(ii) to calculate the mass of the Sun.

 mass =  ..................................................... kg [3]
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(b)
(i) Calculate the ratio of the force due to the electric field (electrostatic force) between a proton and 

an electron and the gravitational force between the same particles at a separation r.

 ratio  
electrostatic force
gravitational force =  .........................................................  [3]

(ii) State why gravity is the dominant force in the large‑scale structure of the Universe even though it 
is weaker than the electrostatic force on an atomic level.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(c) An early model of the hydrogen atom pictured the electron orbiting the proton in a similar manner 
to a planet orbiting the Sun. This is called the ‘planetary model’.

(i) Calculate the centripetal acceleration of an electron orbiting a proton at a separation of  
0.5 × 10–10 m.

 centripetal acceleration =  ................................................  m s–2 [2]



16

© OCR 2025

(ii) Accelerating charges emit electromagnetic radiation. Suggest and explain why this shows that 
the planetary model of the hydrogen atom is incorrect.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
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6 This question is about Boyle’s Law and ideal gas behaviour.

 A demonstration is performed to show the relationship between the volume of a gas and the 
pressure it exerts. Fig. 6.1 shows the apparatus used.

Fig. 6.1

to air
pump

trapped air

calibrated
tube

oil

pressure
gauge

valve

air
reservoir

 Readings of pressure and volume are taken as the pressure of the trapped air is increased. The 
graph in Fig. 6.2 is plotted using the results of the demonstration.

Fig. 6.2

0
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

volume / cm3
40 45

0.002

0.004

0.006

0.008

0.010

0.012

/ kPa–11
pressure
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(a)
(i) Explain why it is necessary to keep the temperature of the air constant during the demonstration. 

Use ideas from kinetic theory to explain the effect of the temperature of the air increasing as the 
pressure increases.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [4]

(ii) Suggest and explain why the graph is a straight line with a positive y intercept.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(b)
(i) The temperature of the trapped air is 293 K. Show that the root mean square speed of the air 

molecules is about 500 m s–1.

 Assume the mass of a molecule is 4.8 ×10–26 kg.

 [3]

(ii) The movement of particles in an ideal gas can be described as a ‘random walk’. State the 
meaning of ‘random walk’ in this context.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]
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(c)
(i) The gradient of the graph is about 2 × 10–4 kPa–1 cm–3.
 Explain why this is equivalent to 0.2 Pa–1 m–3.

 [2]

(ii) Use the value in (c)(i) to calculate the number of moles of trapped air in the tube.

 number =  ................................................... mol [3]
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SECTION C

This section is based on the Advance Notice Article, which is an insert.

7 A scan of a phonoautogram (lines 18–28) produces a signal variation of 2 mV and a noise level of 
75 μV.

 Calculate the number of bits to best represent this sample. Make your reasoning clear.

 Calculation:

 number of bits =  ...............................................................

 Reasoning:

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]
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8
(a) Explain why the sensitivity of dynamic microphones falls at high frequencies and how this can 

affect the accuracy of recordings (lines 66–69).

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

(b) Fig. 8 shows how the flux through a coil of 170 turns in a dynamic microphone oscillating in a 
magnetic field changes with time.

Fig. 8

0.00

0.25

0.50

0.75

1.00

1.25

– 0.25

– 0.50

– 0.75

– 1.00

– 1.25

 / μWbφ

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 40
t / ms

 Calculate the maximum emf induced during the cycle.

 maximum emf =  ......................................................  V [2]



24

© OCR 2025

9 Data for a capacitor in a condenser microphone with air as the dielectric are given below:

 Diameter of circular diaphragm = 1.80 mm

 Equilibrium separation of diaphragm and back plate = 9.6 μm

 Relative permittivity of air = 1

 Bias voltage = 12.0 V

 A 340 Hz sine wave is incident on the diaphragm which oscillates at a frequency of 340 Hz with 
an amplitude of 0.1 μm.

(a) Use the equation given (line 76) in the article to show that the maximum value of capacitance 
during the oscillation is about 2.4 pF.

 [2]

(b) Calculate the energy stored on the capacitor at this maximum value.

 energy stored =  .......................................................... [1]

(c) The capacitance at equilibrium position is 2.35 pF. Use this value and your value from (a) to 
calculate the mean current from the capacitor as the diaphragm moves from its position in (a) to 
the equilibrium position.

 mean current =  ......................................................  A [3]
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10* Using appropriate equations, explain and compare how the phase of the output signal 
from dynamic and condenser microphones relates to the phase of the incident sound wave 
(lines 73–74 and lines 90–92).

 Describe how each type of microphone would respond to an incident square wave sound, 
as shown in Fig. 10, and explain which microphone is best suited to recording such a wave. 
You may include sketch graphs of signal amplitude (no unit) against time/ ms from the two 
microphones in your answer.

Fig. 10

displacement

time / ms0 5 10 15 20

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [6]
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11 The total capacitance of two capacitors in series is given by:

 
1

Ctotal
 = 1

C1
 + 1

C2
 .

(a) Using equations for the capacitance of the membrane and air‑gap capacitors in an electret 
microphone (lines 100–105) to show that the total capacitance of the two capacitors in series is 
given by:

 Ctotal = 
ε0 εr S
εr d + h

 [2]

 Here are some data about an electret microphone capsule:

 Surface area of membrane layer and metal backplate = 4.5 × 10–6 m2

 Thickness of membrane layer = 1.9 × 10–5 m

 Relative permittivity of membrane layer = 1.8

 Width of air gap = 3.8 × 10–5 m

(b) The total charge on the capacitors is 9.7 × 10–11 C. Calculate the potential difference across the 
two capacitors.

 potential difference =  ......................................................  V [2]

END OF QUESTION PAPER



28

© OCR 2025

EXTRA ANSWER SPACE

If you need extra space use this lined page. You must write the question numbers clearly in the 
margin.

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third‑party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer‑related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third‑party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact The OCR Copyright Team, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA.

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.




