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MARKING INSTRUCTIONS
PREPARATION FOR MARKING
RM ASSESSOR
1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking: RM Assessor Online Training: OCR Essential
Guide to Marking.

2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are available in RM Assessor
3. Log-in to RM Assessor and mark the required number of practice responses (“scripts”) and the required number of standardisation responses.

MARKING
1. Mark strictly to the mark scheme.

2. Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.

3. The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the RM Assessor 50% and 100% (traditional 40% Batch 1 and 100% Batch 2)
deadlines. If you experience problems, you must contact your Team Leader (Supervisor) without delay.

4. If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone, email or via the RM Assessor messaging system.

5. Crossed-Out Responses
Where a candidate has crossed out a response and provided a clear alternative then the crossed-out response is not marked. Where no alternative

response has been provided, examiners may give candidates the benefit of the doubt and mark the crossed -out response where legible.

Rubric Error Responses — Optional Questions

Where candidates have a choice of question across awhole paper or a whole section and have provided more answers than requir ed, then all responses
are marked and the highest mark allowable within the rubric is given. Enter a mark for each question answered into RM Assessor, which will select the
highest mark from those awarded. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate has penalised themselves by attempting more questions than
necessary in the time allowed.)

Multiple-Choice Question Responses

When a multiple-choice question has only asingle, correct response and a candidate provides two responses (even if one of these responses is correct),
then no mark should be awarded (as it is not possible to determine which was the first response selected by the candidate).
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When a question requires candidates to select more than one option/multiple options, then local marking arrangements need to ensure consistency of
approach.

Contradictory Responses
When a candidate provides contradictory responses, then no mark should be awarded, even if one of the answers is correct.

Short Answer Questions (requiring only a list by way of a response, usually worth only one mark per response)

Where candidates are required to provide aset number of short answer responses then only the set number of responses should be marked. The response
space should be marked from left to right on each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been considered. The remaining
responses should not then be marked. Examiners will have to apply judgement as to whether a ‘second response’ on aline is a development of the ‘first
response’, rather than a separate, discrete response. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate is attempting to hedge their bets and therefore
getting undue benefit rather than engaging with the question and giving the most relevant/correct responses.)

Short Answer Questions (requiring a more developed response, worth two or more marks)
If the candidates are required to provide a description of, say, three items or factors and four items or factors are provide d, then mark on a similar basis —
that is downwards (as it is unlikely in this situation that a candidate will provide more than one response in each section of the response space).

Longer Answer Questions (requiring a developed response)

Where candidates have provided two (or more) responses to a medium or high tariff question which only required a single (deve loped) response and not
crossed out the first response, then only the first response should be marked. Examiners will need to apply professional judgement as to whether the
second (or a subsequent) response is a ‘new start’ or simply a poorly expressed continuation of the first response.

6. Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. If the
candidate has continued an answer there, then add the annotation ‘SEEN’ to confirm that the work has been seen and mark any responses using the
annotations in section 11.
7. ThereisaNR (No Response) option. Award NR (No Response):
- if there is nothing written at all in the answer space
- ORif there is a comment which does not in any way relate to the question (e.g., ‘can’t do’, ‘don’t know’)
- ORI if there is amark (e.g., adash, a question mark) which is not an attempt at the question.

Note: Award 0 marks — for an attempt that earns no credit (including copying out the question).

8. The RM Assessor comments box is used by your Team Leader to explain the marking of the practice responses. Please refer to these comments
when checking your practice responses. Do not use the comments box for any other reason.
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9.  Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the marking
period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknes ses. Constructive criticism of the
guestion paper/mark scheme is also appreciated.

10. For answers marked by levels of response: Not applicable in F501
To determine the level — start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer
To determine the mark within the level, consider the following

Descriptor Award mark

On the borderline of this level and the one below | At bottom of level

Just enough achievement on balance for this Above bottom and either below middle or at middle of level (depending on number of marks
level available)

Meets the criteria but with some slight Above middle and either below top of level or at middle of level (depending on number of marks
inconsistency available)

Consistently meets the criteria for this level At top of level
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Annotation

Meaning

Blank Page

Benefit of Doubt

Point whose relevance is debatable or which is hard to understand

Incorrect answer; invalid point

Major error

Minor error

Correct answer; valid point

Omission mark
[sEEN] Noted but no credit given
+ Good features of literary style / key elements of essay structure
Consequential error
/ To divide sections of a translation, etc.
AO1
AO2
AO3
Candidate has mistranslated or shown misunderstanding of text (though point may still be valid)
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12. Subject Specific Marking Instructions
Guidance on applying the marking grids for set text translation

The general principle in assessing each section should be the proportion (out of 5) of sense achieved.

One approach for each section is given. Acceptable alternatives will be illustrated during Standardisation, but examiners should assess on its
own merits any approach that satisfactorily conveys the meaning of the Greek — the crucial consideration being the extent to which every
Greek word is satisfactorily rendered in some way in the English.

The determination of what a “slight” error is only necessary when it is the only error in a section; this distinction will then determine whether a
mark of 5 or 4 is appropriate. Where marks of 4, 3, 2, 1 and 0 are applicable, the overall proportion of meaning conveyed in the section is the
only consideration. The term “major” error has been used here to determine an error which is more serious than a “slight” error.

The classification below should be seen only as a general guide, the intention of which is to maintain standards year-on-year. Lead markers
should consider each instance on its own merits in the context of the passage and the section.

The sort of errors that we would generally expect to be considered as “slight” errors would be:

¢ a single mistake in the translation of a verb, for example incorrect person or tense

e vocabulary errors that do not substantially alter the meaning
e omission of particles that does not substantially alter the meaning (although in certain cases the omission of a particle may not count as an
error at all, most especially with pev... de)

The sort of errors that we would generally expect to be considered as “major” errors would be:

e more than one slight error in any one verb

e vocabulary errors that substantially alter the meaning

e omission of a word or words, including alteration of active to passive if the agent is not expressed
e missed constructions

e alteration in word order that affects the sense

The final decisions on what constitutes a “slight” and “major” errors will be made and communicated to assessors via the standardisation
process (after full consideration of candidates’ responses) and these decisions will be captured in the final mark scheme for examiners and
centres.
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Marks | Description

Accurate translation with one slight error allowed
Mostly correct

More than half right

Less than half right

Little recognisable relation or meaning to the Greek
0 response or no response worthy of credit.

=[N w| o

0=

Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 15-mark extended response

This question focuses on candidates’ ability to select relevant examples of content and language from the passage and to structure an answer around
these examples to express relevant points. Therefore candidates will be assessed on the quality of the points made and the range and quality of the
examples they have selected from the passage.

Examiners must use a best-fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, examiners must
carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall.
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15-mark grid for the extended response question AO3 = 15 marks = Critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature

Level | Marks Characteristics of performance

very good engagement with the question
expresses arange of perceptive points, with very good development, leading to convincing conclusions, based on arange
5 13-15 | of well selected, accurate and precise examples from the passage.

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning.

good engagement with the question
expresses a range of relevant points, with good development, leading to sound conclusions, based on well selected
4 10-12 | examples from the passage.

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning.

some engagement with the question
expresses reasonable points, with some development, leading to tenable conclusions, based on a selection of some
3 7-9 examples from the passage.

The response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure.

limited engagement with the question
expresses limited points, with little development, leading to a weak conclusion, which is occasionally supported by
2 4-6 examples from the passage

The response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure.

very limited engagement with the question

1 1-3 expresses points which are of little relevance and supported with little evidence from the passage

The information is communicated in an unstructured way.

0 = No response or no response worthy of credit.
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
1] (a)* Assess againstcriteriain the 15-mark AO3 grid (see above). | AO3 | Answers should be marked in line with the assessment
15 grid for 15 mark questions.

Answers should include an analysis of both the style and content
of the passage. Elements which might be included are as follows:

WS &pa tol ept vekpov opiAeov: the image of Greek and
Trojans surrounding the body in huge numbers is disturbing
oVd¢ mote ZeLg / toéev ...: The fact that Zeus himself
remains so focused on the scene as the grieving father as
well as king of the gods is a powerful image, indicating the
importance of the events on the battlefield, as well as the
powerfully emotional scenes taking place

AAAX KT avTovg atev Opa kail poaleto Buuq: the aAda
is emphatically placed to reinforce the fact that Zeus does
not turn his eyes from Sarpedon’s corpse; the placement of
atev in the centre of the line focuses the audience’s
attention also

TIOAAX HAA” appt @OV TTatpodkAov pepunollwv: it is rare
that we see the god’s thought processes in such an intimate
way. This line also allows for significant dramatic irony as
although there have been presentiments of doom for
Patroclus in earlier parts of Book 16, this phrasing makes it
very clear that his fate is sealed.

Zeus is weighing up in his mind what to do about Patroclus
in a way that highlights the random nature of warfare as
well as its extreme violence — starting the line with

moAAd u&A’ emphasises the very many ways in which
Patroclus could be slaughtered, highlighting the pathos of
the scene

The repeated use of vocabulary associated with reflection

and careful thought (poaleto Ovu® (3) ...peouneilwv (4)
... poovéovTL (9) stresses the importance of Zeus’ ultimate
decision

Answers should focus on detail from the passage, and
choose arange of examples from the set lines to
exemplify the points being made.
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Zeus’ different options for killing Patroclus (emphasised by
n ... 1) continues for four lines, serving to stress the power
of gods over mortals

avtféw Lapmndovt paldpoc “Extwo: the use of epithets
indicates that each man was a great warrior, and the
structure of the line leaves very little to distinguish between
them in a way that adds to the sadness and sense of
human vulnerability of the scene

amnd T wpwv tevxe  EAntac the brutality of despoiling a
corpse adds to the sense of mindless, needless violence
N £tLkal mTAeOveooy OpEAAeLey TTOVOV alrtvv: Zeus' total
disregard for the massed ranks of soldiers shows him to be
brutal and focused only on his own wishes — the mortals are
clearly viewed as disposable

moAéwv O’ amo Bupov éAotto: the casual nature of Zeus’
attitude towards the mortals of both sides is powerful, and
Homer’s phrasing suggests the violence involved in
physically tearing the lives out of the men

avaAxkda Ovpov évnkev: there is significant pathos here as
Hector is deliberately placed at a disadvantage by Zeus and
robbed of his power -again, dramatic irony adds to the
sympathy that the audience feels for Hector who cannot
understand why his prowess on the battlefield seemed to be
waning

KékAeto d' &AAovg / Towag @evyéuevat: the enjambement
may add to Hector’s sense of panic and sudden movement
YV Yo Awg pa taAavta: this moment adds to the
pathos of the scene — Hector has realised that he is in
serious danger. The caesurain this line is effective — the
pause enables the audience to realise that Zeus has finally
made a decision and this enforces the power of the gods;
the line then continues by showing the way in which Zeus’
decision is instantly recognisable to those involved
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€vO’ 0Vd’ ipOoL Avkiot pHévov, aAAX poPnOev

navtes ... The widespread panic of formerly powerful,
proud soldiers adds to the audience’s sympathy for their
suffering

émel PaciAna ov PePAappévov oo

kelpevov v vexkvwv dyvoet: like the image of Sarpedon’s
body being potentially despoiled by Hector, this picture of
Sarpedon lying dead is particularly graphic. Despite being a
king, he is covered with other corpses in a way that
reinforces the way in which death is a terrible leveller. This
is highlighted by the use of enjamebement as well as the
caesura moAéeg yoQ €’ avtQ / KATMTIETOV. ..

e0T’ €oa kpateEnV étdvvooe Kooviwv: this phrase
further emphasises Zeus’ power over the men on the
battlefield and the degree of coercion that is involved. The
enclosing word order stresses this: étavvooe is framed by
the controlling god koatepny ... Kooviwv

11(b)

Assess against criteria in the 5-mark AO2 grid (see above).

@s @ato, IlatpokAog &' dvexaleto MOAAOV OTtioOOW
VY dAgvapevog ékatnBoAov AmoAAwvoc.
‘Extwo 0 év xaunot mOANG €xe pawvuxag (mmoug:
Olle YaQ Ne HAXOLTO KaTta KAOVOV avTic EAdcoag,
N AaoUg &g Telxog OHOKAT|OELEY AAVAL

Suggested translation:

He spoke, and Patroclus was forced back along way, avoiding the
anger of far-shooting Apollo.

AO2

The following examples are intended to exemplify what
might constitute a ‘slight’ or ‘major’ error.

Individual slight errors:
kata kAOvov taken with éAdooag, rather than paxotto

Individual major errors:

Note that the translation given is only for guidance. Any
accurate translation should be accepted, and marked
in line with the grid.
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H444/04 Mark Scheme June 2025
Question Answer Mark Guidance
But Hector held his solid-hoofed horses within the Scaean Gates,
unsure whether he should drive them out into the turmoil and fight,
or command his men to shut them in (behind) the walls.
1] (c) e Apollo comes to the battlefield in person AQ2
e He stands close to Hector (while Hector is still deliberating) 6

e Apollo is disguised as Hector’s own uncle Asius

e Asius is an older male figure, authoritative, trustworthy,
caring, to whom Hector is likely to listen

e Apollo speaks to Hector directly

e The god gives extremely specific instructions about what
Hector should do next

e Apollo’s manner is abrupt and forceful, designed to make
Hector listen to him; he is in no way subtle or gentle, and
leaves no doubt about what Hector needs to do

¢ He demands to know why Hector has left the battlefield,
(thereby making it evident that this was the wrong decision)

e Using short, sharp words (line 12) he makes it very clear
that withdrawal was a bad idea

e Apollo adds an element of comparison between his
younger, stronger self and Hector, implying that Hector is
much weaker

e The god aims to shame Hector by suggesting that Hector is
shirking his duty

o He specifically tells Hector to use his horses to track down
Patroclus, giving specific advice on how to approach him on
the battlefield

e He suggests that Apollo might be on his side, giving him
hope
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
2 | (8)* Assess against criteriain the 15-mark AO3 grid (see AO3 | Answers should be marked in line with the assessment
above). 15 grid for 15-mark questions.
Answers should include an analysis of both the style and Answers should focus on detail from the passage and
content of the passage. Elements which might be included choose arange of examples from the set lines to
are as follows: exemplify the points being made.

e &AA loOipévtou The Nurse’s warning tone suggests
that she is exasperated by Phaedra’s behaviour and
has almost resorted to threatening her. The use of the
imperative icO1 adds a sense of force

¢ We see that their relationship is a close one as she is
able to speak to her mistress in so direct a manner;
this also succeeds in raising the emotional tension of
the scene, as she can articulate her views openly

e avOadeotéoa [ ytyvov BaAdoong: the image of
Phaedra as more implacable than the sea is a
particularly poetic one and suggests that the Nurse
claims to be untroubled by any negative emotion that
Phaedra can show her; this is consistent with adults
dealing with the stormy behaviour of their children.
Nonetheless, the Nurse is still determined to find out
what the problem is, and Phaedra is clearly not an
angry child

e Thelines are disjointed, perhaps to reflect the Nurse’s
desperate attempts to identify a way of getting
through to the Queen

e The seriousness of the situation is amplified by the
Nurse’s reference to Phaedra’s children and the harm
she will do them: et Oavrn, mpodovoa covg/
nadag. The enjambement in the phrase is emphatic
and may indicate a desire to emphasise coug —
Phaedra’s responsibility for her own children
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The alliterative phrase un ue0éovtag focuses the
audience’s attention on the danger to their safety &
wellbeing that Phaedra’s sons face.

The alliteration of maidag, matowwv together with the

mention of douwv highlights the significance of family
responsibilities which Phaedra s terrified of rejecting;
We see the close relationship that the Nurse has with
the royal family as she is so aware of the implications
surrounding inheritance in the longer term, even
though she remains personally unaffected

Euripides then builds up to the mention of Hippolytus’
name over three lines to increase the tension:

(i) the nurse swears an oath by his mother without
specifically naming her; doing so confers a quasi-
divine power on her which adds to Hippolytus’ claim
over Theseus’ kingdom

(ii) the mention of a ‘master’ who will rule over

001G TéKVOLoL — an assonant phrase to reiterate the
vulnerability of her own children

(iii) the nurse calls him the abusive word v66ov, but
does not yet name him

The stychomythia is disjointed at this point for
heightened effect

InmoéAvtov . . .ofpou The final articulation of
Hippolytus’ name adds to the tension of the moment,
particularly as Phaedra reacts instantly and very
obviously to it.

Her involuntary use of oipot has a tragic effect and
may contribute to the foreshadowing of suicide that has
been so prominent in this first episode

Ouyydver 0é0ev 10d¢; The Nurse realises that she
has touched a nerve and presses her advantage
There follow two sets of distichomythia which perhaps
indicate that each speaker has much to say. As the
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tension continues to build, the pace increases using
stichomythia; fromlines 12 - 20 we see that the single
lines of stichomythiawork almost like poetic couplets,
with the Nurse asking a question and the Queen
responding but leaving the overall sense of her
situation wholly unclear in a way that builds the
tension

The overwhelming sense of foreboding is
exacerbated by anwAeodc pe and Phaedra reveals
her desperation with Alcoocopat—there is an irony that
the queen is begging favours from her own servant,
indicating how troubled by love she has now become
Kkal og mEOg Bewv / Tovd’ AvdEOg OIS Alooouat
owyav tépt: The use of hyperbaton in these lines may
be designed to reflect Phaedra’s confusion and horror
at the Nurse’s mention of Hippolytus’ name

00ac; ooveic uev ev: there is a moment of relief
when the Nurse is reassured that Phaedra is not as
mad as she had feared. This lightens the tension
briefly, but there is a contrast between the Nurse’s
lifted spirits and Phaedra’s more desperate mood
(PEOVEILS UV €V, ppovovoa O': the Nurse may be
using polyptoton here to stress the fact that despite
being rational, Phaedra is still putting her sons at risk
— this is emphasised by the prominent position of

ov BéAeg which suggests that Phaedra has a choice;
gradually we see that Phaedra herself does not
believe this

P TEKV 1 AAAN O €v TUXN) Xealopat: the word
order here is effective, reflecting Phaedra’s conflicting
emotions and vulnerabilities. The active A tékVv’ at
the start of the line contrasts powerfully with the very
passive sense of yeydlopat that suggests
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degeneration and loss of control. The end stop in this
line seems very final

To heighten the dramatic tension, Phaedra continues
to leave the reason for her suffering unexplained,
relying instead on the mysterious phrase &AAn 0'év
toxn which is framed in the centre of the line

ayvag ... xeloag atpatog: after her talk of
inheritance, the Nurse’s sudden reference to murder
may seem extreme but Phaedra’s behaviour and
mood clearly suggests something extremely serious.
This line contributes to the increasingly dark direction
in which the play is going

XEWQEC eV dryvadl, oTv O’ ExeL piaoud ti: Phaedra’s
response echoes the Nurse’s language, indicating
how closely they are focusing on each other’s words;
this mirroring also acts to heighten the contrast — her
hands may be free from blood but her mind is what is
polluted

The word choice of piaoua is powerful, hinting at far
more serious problems of guilt and contamination that
will need significant expiation

Having mentioned murder, the Nurse now wonders
whether there are malicious, superstitious reasons
(¢axtov mnuovng) for Phaedra’s problems. Her
incredulity is stressed by the use of pawv...

€x0owv tvog; and there is a clear sense that she
fears that Phaedra is vulnerable to a threat from a
sinister, unknown source — heightened by the use of
€xBowv tvog at the end of the line.

Again, the tension is increased by Phaedra’s
response which contrasts with the ‘enemy’ referred to
in the previous line; the incongruity of her problem is
increased by the phrase @iloc 1’ anoAAvc’ where a
friend would be expected to help, not destroy her
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Phaedra continues to add to the mystery by adding
the phrase oV ékovoav o) ékwv which adds to the
sense of powerlessness conveyed by

&v Toxn xewdalouatin line 12,

Phaedra seems to be verbally bringing herself closer
to Hippolytus by means of the word order: the
repetition of ovy ... ovy alternates with éxovoav...
EKQV

The Nurse innocently assumed that the male friend
(hinted at using éxwv) harming Phaedra is her own
husband; given the traditional roles expected of
women in mythology as well as by Euripides’ real
audience it would be frowned upon for Phaedra to
have men as friends, even as a married queen. This
may increase the dramatic tension as the audience
wonders whether the queen’s problem contravenes
strict societal norms

Euripides extends his use of mirroring word order and
polyptoton in v’ fuaptnrev €¢ o’ apaptiov which
gives a strong sense of wrongdoing and error
Ironically, Phaedra’s definitive response to the
Nurse’s query about Theseus raises more questions
than it answers

un dowo’ Eywy’ éxelvov opOeinv kaxwe: the
repeated 1, @ and et sounds in this line make
Phaedra sound wistful, despite the emphatic pr) that
starts the line and the use of éywy’. The word order
seems to protect Theseus at the centre with

ur) dowo ...kaxws used to frame the line. Her focus
on public perception of her behaviour is stressed by
the hopeful use of opOeinv in the passive voice. This
could refer to her fear of being seen by others as
behaving badly or potentially being caught doing so
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e We see Theseus as potentially blameless, or perhaps
as a further threat if he is displeased - at this stage in
the play the dynamic between husband and wife is
unclear

e The Nurse finally tries to identify the problem which is
shown as having such control over Phaedra
TO dewvov Tov0’ 6 0’ é€alpel Bavetv. She asks the
Queen directly, using short simple phrasing as if to
simplify the process

e However, unlike the immediately preceding lines,
Phaedra does not respond to the Nurse’s directness
in any way, suddenly contradicting her previous wish
to remain blameless but instead to be ‘allowed’ to
give in to her desire for wickedness - éa p’ apaote
w:

e Her use of éa echoes the Alooopatin line 9,
suggesting vulnerability and a desire for the Nurse’s
approval, but comes in the form of an imperative as is
to be expected from a Queen to her servant

e Phaedra qualifies her command with
oV Yo é¢ 0 apaQTavw in away that suggests that
she fails to understand the love and care that the
Nurse has for her

2 | (b)

Assess against criteria in the 5-mark AO2 grid (see
above).

YAWOON Y& ovdev otdy, 1) Oupala pév
@ooviuat’ avdpwv vovbetely émioTatal,
avT) O’ V@’ adTNG MAEIOTA KEKTNTAL KAKA.
TO deVTEQOV OE TIV AvOolaV €V PEQELV

T OWEPQOVELV VIKQOX TIQOVVOT|OAUNV.

AO2

The following examples are intended to exemplify what
might constitute a ‘slight’ or ‘major’ error.

Individual slight errors:
Individual major errors:

Note that the translation given is only for guidance. Any
accurate translation should be accepted, and marked in
line with the grid.
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Suggested translation:

For there is no trusting the tongue, which knows how to
advise other people’s thoughts, but acquires very many
problems by its own doing.

Secondly, | planned to endure the madness, conquering it by
being sensible.

Death is the best way of defying Aphrodite’s power (1)
Although death would mean that all her good deeds
remained unknown (1)

... it would also mean that her bad deeds would not
come to light (1)

The deed itself (1) and her desire for it (1) are both
wrong (1)

Her own existence as a woman (1)

... makes her despised by men (1)

The woman who first shamed her marriage by
committing adultery (1) deserves to die terribly (1)
Adulterous behaviour that was started among the
wealthy (1) is emulated by the poor (1)

AO2

19



H444/04

Mark Scheme

June 2025

Question

Answer

Mark

Guidance

3 | (@

e The next morning (1) / at dawn (1)

e The Achaeans will resume fighting (1)
e They are currently frustrated... (1)

e ... by sitting idle (1)

e The leaders of the Greeks (1)

... won'’t be able to restrain them (1)

AO2
4

Accept any four valid points

3 | (b)

Assess against criteria in the 5-mark AO2 grid (see
above).

tov O’ NuelPet’ émerta yéowv Iplapog Oeoedng:
‘el pev on Oepanwv InAniddew AxiAnog

elg, dye 01 pot maoav aAnBenv katdAeEov,

N £€TL T VIETO LV €UOG TIAILG, € L 10N
NoLKLOLV peAeloTl Tapwy mEoLONKeV AXIAAeVG.”

Suggested translation:

Then the old man, godlike Priam, replied to him:

‘If indeed you are a companion to Achilles, the son of Peleus,
come now, tell me the whole truth: whether my son is by the
ships or Achilles has cut him up limb from limb and thrown him
to the dogs.’

AO2

The following examples are intended to exemplify what
might constitute a ‘slight’ or ‘major’ error.

Individual slight errors:
Individual major errors:

Note that the translation given is only for guidance. Any
accurate translation should be accepted, and marked in
line with the grid.

e The corpse has not yet been eaten by dogs or carrion
birds (1)

e It remains among Achilles’ huts near his ship (1)

e The body is in its original state (1)

¢ |t has been lying there for 12 days (1)

e ... butit/the skin has not rotted (1)

¢ Nor have the worms / maggots eaten it (1)

AO2

Accept any five accurate points
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Achilles drags the body around Patroclus’ tomb (1)
e ... atdawn every day (1)

But this has not disfigured the corpse (1)

... which lies ‘fresh’ (1)

It is clean of blood and unstained (1)

Hector’'s many stab wounds (1) have closed up (1)

3 | (d)*

Assess against criteria in the 15-mark AO3 grid (see
above).

Answers should include an analysis of both the style and
content of the passage. Elements which might be included are
as follows:

The scene between Priam and Achilles is one of the most
significant moments in The lliad and Homer achieves this by
using some unexpected and powerful images.

Neither character is quite as they seem — the vulnerable
elderly king is shown to possess both the mental and physica
strength for the task of ransoming his son; the powerful and
murderous warrior is seen sitting in a quasi-domestic setting,
surrounded by his men but effectively alone.

The secrecy with which Priam is able to enter the hut and
make his way to Achilles unchallenged adds a sense of
mystery to the scene and stresses the old king’s bravery

e Having supported Priam whilst in disguise, Hermes
reverts to his divine self mpog paxoov ‘OAvumnov; by
contrast, the mortal Priam is left to his terrifying task

e The difference between the two characters is
highlighted by the juxtaposition of their names and the
pause between them: Eouetag: Iolapog o

AO3
15

Answers should be marked in line with the assessment
grid for 15-mark questions.

Answers should focus on detail from the passage and
choose arange of examples from the set lines to
exemplify the points being made.
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Although Priam is typically portrayed as a weak &
vulnerable old man, Book 24 shows that he still
possesses significant physical and mental powers,
that may have been hidden from the audience until
now. There are three examples that demonstrate this:
(i) he leaps from the wagon, indicating flexibility and
vigour (¢€ inmwv dAto xapale),

(ii) he enters Achilles’ hut alone, leaving the wagon
driver to watch the donkeys:

Toatov d¢ kat’ avOL Airev — which reinforces the
sense of Priam’s inner strength and courage. He is
not so old as to need a helper

(iii) Yéowv " 1Ov¢ kiev olkov: Priam does not hesitate
but walks straight into Achilles’ hut, despite the
fearsome & solitary nature of his task

The audience are already aware of Achilles’
threatening powers and the extent of his anger at
Patroclus’ death, but this portrayal of Priam as a man
with hidden strengths and bravery in the face of
mortal danger adds to the climactic feel of Book 24.
This may also suggest that the characters are not
necessarily as they appear from the outside

Calling Achilles At ¢pidog and pwv avtov may confer
greater strength and status on him, therefore making
Priam’s situation seem more dangerous

™ 0 AxWelg (Ceoxe: Priam is catching Achilles off
guard in a peaceful, slow-moving and almost
domestic scene

é€tapold’ dntavevOe kabrato: the fact that, with the
exception of Automedon and Alcimos, Achilles’
companions are not sitting with him may indicate that
his grief for Patroclus has set him apart from the other
Myrmidons and that something is not quite right
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noimvvov mageovre: this aliterative phrase shows
that the two Myrmidons closest to Achilles are waiting
on him, rather than sitting with him as his
companions, perhaps heightening a sense of
loneliness

Homer sets the scene and the timing for the meeting
between Achilles and Priam carefully:

€00wv kal ivwv: ETLkaléTLKal maékelto Toamela
Throughout lines 2-9 the sense of dramatic irony
continues to build: the hut of the Greeks’ greatest
warrior has been entered brazenly by the enemy king
without anyone noticing. As Priam gets closer to
Achilles, the audience may wonder how his entry will
be received; he is outnumbered

toUg &' éAa0’ eloeAOwv Iplapog péyag: the
adjective used to describe Priam (péyac) is
inconsistent with his traditional portrayal as a doddery
and gentle old man, as it makes him appear powerful,
despite his dangerous situaton

The fact that Priam is able to enter undetected adds
to the sense of his subtle, heroic skills

ayxtd apa otag: the old man’s gradual approach
through the tent (from lines 4 — 10) ends directly at
Achilles himself — Priam is brave, and does not bother
to approach Achilles’ henchmen, preferring instead to
face his son’s killer directly

Once in front of Achilles, enjambement is used over
two lines to stress the speed and fluidity of Priam’s
actions

In adopting the traditional position of supplication we
once again see Priam as flexible and swift in his
movements

X€00Lv AXIAATN0G A&Pe yoUvata kal kOoe XEIQAG:
the line emphatically starts and finishes with hands —

Priam’s own and then Achilles’, which are then
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described in line 12 using two epithets,

detvag avdpogovoug. Achilles’ hands and the violent
uses to which he puts them are what make him the
fearsome warrior he is, but perhaps this first overture
of reconciliation must start with the older, more
experienced man rather than the stubborn and
impetuous hero

AdPe yovvata lies at the heart of the line as a focus
of Priam’s action

Ad&Pe yovvata kai kvoe xepag: Priam’s two swift
actions indicate physical warmth and closeness,
despite the two being sworn enemies. This may
introduce the idea that reconciliation and peace-
making require not only bravery but also a
demonstration of human closeness; we have already
seen that Achilles seems very much alone, even in
his own tent with his own men

Priam’s courage is emphasised by the phrase

alot moAéag ktavov viag: the degree of forgiveness
that he shows here is particularly powerful in the
circumstances, heightened by the emphatic position
of viag

avdp’ atn mukwvn A&p): although this phrase is
being used to refer to Priam, at the same time we
know that it is Achilles who has been overpowered by
his anger; this gives the clear picture of emotions
being all-powerful and destructive

6c T’ évimaton/ pata kataktelvag: Homer’s use of
an unusual simile (particularly in the context of an old
man trying to random his son’s body) furthers our
view of Priam as a character who possesses latent
strength and a capacity for aggression

The antithesis of évi maton and dAAwv ... dnuov

stresses the sense that, although Priam is technically
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on Trojan solil, heis in a very foreign setting and thus
extremely vulnerable

avdQO¢ £ agvelov: the image of a murderous
fugitive begging for money is difficult to associate with
Priam, a famously wealthy man, coming from his
palace to a wooden hut bringing a huge ransom;
nonetheless he adopts the pose of a suppliant, which
may suggest that Hector’s body represents the wealth
that he wants to acquire

OaupPog 0 éxet eloopowvTac: it is only at this point
that Homer mentions the reaction of others to Priam’s
secret arrival — he has been under cover for along
time

For the second time in three lines, Homer indicates
the power and agency of emotions that have a grip on
humans. In this case of this phrase and

atn rukvr) A&, the emotion is followed by an
active verb.

ws Ax\evg Oappnoev wWwv Iolapov Oeoedéa:
Homer finally zooms in on Achilles’ own reaction,
which has been delayed using dramatic irony for 15
lines. The central position of Oaupnoev wwv
highlights how dumbfounded and caught off guard he
is

The epithet Beoeéa describing Priam reiterates the
audience’s sense of his noble strength

The slow motion feel of this moment pans outwards,
looking at the reaction of the other Myrmidons in the
hut and the repetition and echo of Oaupnoev ...
Odaupnoav heightens Priam’s achievement in
entering unseen

€¢ aAAnAovg d¢ dovrto: this is aimost a comedic

moment of horror and amazement
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The audience is reminded of the pathos of Priam’s
position on the ground by tov xat Atvodpevog
ITpiapog, which continues the sense of peripeteia —
the once mighty king begging his enemy on his knees
Despite his vulnerable position, Priam begins his
speech to Achilles with an imperative, pvrjoat. He
does not beg his enemy, but instead tells him what he
should be thinking

Priam addresses him politely and formally, showing a
sense of respect O¢eoig émietkeAd” AXIAAeD

matQOg oolo: this introduces an additional burden for
Achilles who is already lamenting Patroclus - the
sense of guilt and sadness for his own father. Priam’s
advice also serves to draw the two men together in
shared humanity. The connection between Priam and
Peleus is reinforced by tnAiicov g mep éyawv

The pathos of the human condition is reinforced by
oAo@ &t yrjoaog ovdw in aline that is heavy with
long vowel sounds

The potential vulnerability of Peleus in the face of
enemies is highlighted by the use of enjambement in
line 20; the pause after telipovo’ is also emphatic, to
allow the point to hit home

The assonance of ov sounds in teipovo’, ovdE
stresses the fact that Peleus has nobody to protect
him

a1V kat Aoryov: Homer uses tautology here for
emphasis — both nouns can mean ‘ruin’. Together, the
words overpower the singular ovdé tic stressing
Peleus’ weakness
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H444/04 Mark Scheme June 2025
Question Answer Mark Guidance
4 | (a) Assess againstcriteriain the5-mark AO2 grid (seeabove). | AO2 | The following examples are intended to exemplify what
5 might constitute a ‘slight’ or ‘major’ error.
Daidoax vuelg O, madeg evyevelc Toolnviay, o )
e K l,g 10€s ,Y ,L,g eoln , ' Individual slight errors:
TOOOVOE HOL TTAQAOTXET EEALTOVEVT), ouyi: keep silent
oyn kaAvpad’ avOad’ elonkovoate. ‘
Individual major errors:
Xopd ouvouL oepvny Aoteuy, Aog kd6onv,
Qo5 Hé\ H Fi i . Q, H toc belE il , Note that the translation given is only for guidance. Any
HTMOEV KAKWY 0V £6 PAOG OELCELV TIOTE. accurate translation should be accepted and marked in
line with the grid.
Suggested translation:
Phaedra:
But you, noble children of Troezen,
Grant me this mucgh that | am demanding:
Conceal in silence as much as you have heard.
Chorus:
| swear by holy Artemis, daughter of Zeus,
Never to reveal your problems to the light.
4 | (b) e KaAwc EAeEad’: she treats the Chorus with respect AQO2 | Accept reasonable suggestions from lines 6-15
e £V 0 tmpotpémovo’ éyw: She is reflective and has 5
approached her problems logically (1)
e clonua o1 T tode oVUPOoEAgc Exw: She has found
a possible solution to her difficult situation herself (1)
e WOT eVvKAex pev malot mpooOetval Biov: She is a
caring mother, concerned about her children’s future
well-being (1)
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H444/04 Mark Scheme June 2025
Question Answer Mark Guidance
¢ She wants her sons to have glorious, impressive
futures, which may show her prioritising their needs...
(1)
e 0V yap mot’ aloxvvw ye Konoiovg ddpovg: She is
loyal to Crete and her own family (1)
e She does not want to bring shame upon them (1)
¢ She will not face Theseus with this allegation hanging
over her (1)
e aloxpoic ért’ égyols: She fully recognises the
shamefulness of the situation, suggesting that she has
a fully developed sense of right and wrong within her
society (1)
¢ She shows concern for her own reputation (1)
e She is willing to die for this (1)
4 |(c) e Phaedra will give pleasure to Aphrodite (1) who is AO2
destroying her (1) 4
o Phaedra will die today (1), reduced by her bitter love (1)
e She will cause problems for someone else (1) after her
own death (1)
e This will be alesson to this person (1) — to stop him
from looking down at her problems (1)
e Once he has had a share in her suffering (1)...
e ... he will learn to come to his senses (1)
4 | (d)* Assess against criteria in the 15-mark AO3 grid (see AO3 | Answers should be marked in line with the assessment
above). 15 grid for 15-mark questions.
Answers should include an analysis of both the style and Answers should focus on detail from the passage and
content of the passage. Elements which might be included are choose arange of examples from the set lines to
as follows: exemplify the points being made.
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The agon between Theseus and Hippolytus is a particularly
bitter and personal one, which indicates that Theseus does not
know his son particularly well.

By this point the curse of Poseidon has already been invoked,
so there is little chance that Hippolytus’ words can change his
father’s mind or alter the outcome.

The dramatic irony of the scene is powerful: neither character is
aware of the full story but takes action anyway, and the
audience watches the tragedy unfold, finally realising what
Phaedra’s plan for revenge really involved.

The presence of her corpse and the note is seen by Theseus
as evidence enough of Hippolytus’ guilt and he fails to
investigate Phaedra’s allegations in any depth.

Much of the agon centres around the kind of man Hippolytus is,
and Theseus takes pleasure in ridiculing his son’s self-control
and virtue, seeing it as mere hypocrisy.

¢ Ina speech beautifully crafted by Euripides, Hippolytus
tries to show Theseus how plain and trustworthy he is
by pointing out how poor he is at public speaking —
axopog eic OxAov dovvat Adyov

e To acontemporary audience, used to clever rhetoric
and persuasive techniques in the Ekklesia and law
courts, this would make Hippolytus seem innocent and
out of touch with modern attitudes

e Hippolytus contrasts his behaviour in front of a crowd
with the way he acts with his few friends eic 6xAov ...
é¢ JAwag ...kwAtyovg, describing himself as
oopwteog - he is not a complete fool. Clearly he is
trying to assure Theseus that he would not have
behaved in the way his father assumes he has
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The fact that he adds kwAtyovg may show him to be
honest about himself — he is admitting to having only a
few friends

€xeL 0¢ potpav: Hippolytus reinforces the idea of
reasonable, sensible behaviour that involves doing the
right thing

The antithesis between the two comparatives at the
start of this extract - povowwrtegot and copwteQog —
heightens the difference between Hippolytus’ rational
attitude and the irrational love shown towards
demagogues by the mob. Hippolytus is trying to justify
his weak persuasive skills by reassuring Theseus that
he is genuine, rather than a fake rabble-rouser
Hippolytus uses the juxtaposition of powerful and
emotive language to describe his current situation
avdyxn, Evugpopac, and these words lie at the heart of
the line. This serves as a reason for him to try and
explain his position and enables him to start his
argument logically

nowta O &pfopatAéyew/ 60¢ev ...mpwtov reinforces
the sense that Hippolytus’ argument is calm and
carefully thought through, rather than over-emotional,
and this sense of calm is heightened by the caesurain
this line — Hippoltyus is not too flustered that he cannot
come across as reasonable and calm in the face of
such an allegation

In keeping with the references to disaster, he portrays
himself as very much under attack from Theseus,
shown by 60ev p’ ONADec ... wg dxpOepwv — not the
behaviour that a son would expect from his father
There is pathos in this approach — he shows Theseus’
behaviour as deliberately destructive, having already
shown the terrible effect that it is having on him
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TIEWTOV WG dapOepwv / ok avtiAéEovt': the
enjambement in this line hints at a complete loss of
control and the fact that his words run on in
enjambement for three consecutive lines may give the
impression that Hippolytus is trying to talk at length,
giving plenty of arguments to refute Theseus’
accusations

elo0pag @aog tode / kat yalav: Hippolytus starts his
formal argument by pointing out irrefutable facts about
the world around them; it would be easy to imagine the
actor using wide arm gestures to show the expanse of
air and land around them as a means of building up to
his first point

He builds up to his main point — that there is nobody on
earth more chaste than he: cwgpovéotegoc. This
marks the second time that he describes himself using
a powerful comparative adjective in this extract and this
word contrasts with the previous comparative used to
show how foolish the mob are (povowkwregot )

The lack of arival in his purity is emphasised by the
repetition of ovk ... o0d’, and he is using his own father
as a witness to this point

nv ov un @nc shows that he can see his father’s
response but claims to know better than him. His calm
way of rejecting Theseus’ potential rebuttal shows his
control over the speech

To reiterate Hippolytus’ good sense and understanding
of the situation, he starts the next sentence with
é¢niotapar and continues to structure his speech
effectively using balancing phrases introduced by pév
... teand unt’ ... unt’- he has not reduced his speech
in this agon to mere shouting
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nowta Beovg oéPBerv demonstrates his piety to the

gods, stressed by the use of mowra, which indicates
that his worship is of fundamental importance to him.
The powerful dramatic irony inherent in this moment
comes from the fact that the audience are fully aware of
the reason that he is being punished by Aphrodite, but
he remains ignorant

@lAoLg Te xoNoOat un aduKelv MEWWHEVOLS. ..
Hippolytus refers to the Nurse and Phaedra without
formally naming them, adding to the dramatic irony:
Theseus is unlikely to know to whom he is referring
Oeolg oéPewv [ @idowc te: The heavily negative terms
and lexis of morality that he uses such as adwetv ...
adws ... Kakx ... aloxoa contrast with the purer
concepts of gods or friends with which he started the
sentence

The enjambement through lines 11-13 may give the
impression of the heated passion with which Hippolytus
is trying to correct Theseus’ view of him

oVK &€yyeAaoTne twv opdovvtwy: He reiterates the
idea that he knows how to behave with others in line
with his previous points

The fact that mateg is putin an emphatic position in line
15 serves to remind the audience of the terrible
allegation that has been made against him, and the
bond between the two characters

He focuses on his consistency of nature and his
genuine treatment of others: focusing on

maoLOL kAyyLg at the centre of the line and
reiterating the word ¢iAoic to reinforce his loyalty and
positive attitude towards others

Hippolytus focuses in on one particular allegation and
spells this out carefully to his father: évog d" aBwtog.
Putting ‘one’ at the start of the line is clearly emphatic,
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and the privative alpha stresses the point that his body
remains pure — he is untouched by the accusation that
he has been touched

@ He vov €xetv dokelc makes his argument seem
logical — he is selecting particular points and refuting
them individually

A€xOoUg YaQ €6 TOd Muéoac ayvov dépac: The
placement of Aéxovg emphasises the issue he wishes
to challenge, while &yvov déuag is placed at the
opposite end of the line, aimost as if the body and the
marriage bed are forbidden to touch, even in aline of
speech

The dramatic use of ¢c t6d’ nuépag could link the
sense of time and the day to his earlier reference to
light and earth in lines 8-9: elemental forces to which he
is almost appealing.

Hippolytus wholeheartedly denies any sexual
knowledge by starting the sentence with ok oida
The plangent and echoing trjvde mtArv in the middle of
the line focuses attention on what little he does know of
the sexual act but it is only second hand: kAvwv ...
Yoaen te Aevoowv; this is heightened by his use of a
caesura to pause for effect

He concludes this point by denying any interest in even
seeing images by using the powerful sentence:

‘... 0LdE TavTA YaQ oKoTTELY /

TEOOLUOG eiul, tapOEévov Puxnv Exwv

The reference to his map0évov Yuxrv may echo the
audience’s setting in the Theare of Dionysus which sits
in the shadow of the temple sacred to Athene
Parthenos. This could highlight Hippolytus’ purity and
reiterate the sense of piety to the gods that mentioned
in line 11
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
5 | (a)* Assess against criteria in the 15-mark AO3 grid (see AO3 | Answers should be marked in line with the assessment
above). 15 grid for 15-mark questions.

Answers should include an analysis of both the style and

content of the passage. Elements which might be included are
as follows:

Aristophanes uses arange of different types of humour in this
extract to elicit laughs from different members of the audience
and appeal to as many people as possible

After 108 lines of introductory banter between Dionysus,
Xanthias and Heracles, this section of the Prologue outlines the
main purpose of Dionysus’ planned katabasis

One key element of humour is Aristophanes’ depiction of the
Underworld as a very human space that seems to look very
similar to the real world of the living

The dialogue in this extract is conducted around this central
conceit, as Dionysus asks his older and more experienced
brother about the proposed trip, requesting tips on places to go

e Tvde TNV okevnVv €xwv: The audience is reminded of
the comic, visual effect of Dionysus’ bizarre costume:

e xata onv piunow: we know from earlier in the
Prologue that he was wearing a yellow gown which
made him look effeminate, but with a version of
Heracles’ traditional (and very masculine) costume over

Answers should focus on detail from the passage and
choose arange of examples from the set lines to
exemplify the points being made.

34


https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%2Fnde&la=greek&can=th%2Fnde0&prior=e(/neka___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6Mzg0YTozN2UzYmU0ZTg3MjdmMGJlYzI5NDI5ZTUwZWUxNDMxMzM4Y2IyMjRmZmRmYjAwYjI2YTc3ZWQzZmFjYTc5YWUxOnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn0&prior=th/nde___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6MzA2YzpjNjM4ZmVlNGQ2NjQzMmY0ODhkMGUyOTdmM2Q5YWJlNzQwMGFiNWU5MjIyMDJjMDliMDkyNTU5OWVlODgwMmI2OnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=skeuh%5Cn&la=greek&can=skeuh%5Cn0&prior=th/n___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6YTkwODo5YjYxMTc5NGE3YzdjYWYwNTExZWIxNjQ2NDZjOWYxNDQ1N2FkYzMxN2U1ODFjMmU5ZWNmMjcxNmM1MTNhNmY5OnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fxwn&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fxwn0&prior=skeuh/n___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6YTMwYzo1MGY4MDNhYTFhZjg0NmUyMmJmMmIwZWY1MjcxNTM5YTQxYTE4OTdhZmRhMTc5NmYzYmQyYWY3NjYxZjY5NWU2OnA6VDpG
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kata%5C&la=greek&can=kata%5C0&prior=h)=lqon
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sh%5Cn&la=greek&can=sh%5Cn0&prior=kata/
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mi%2Fmhsin&la=greek&can=mi%2Fmhsin0&prior=sh/n

H444/04

Mark Scheme

June 2025

Question

Answer

Mark

Guidance

the top — the skin of the Nemean Lion and the club that
Heracles had used to kill it

On stage the audience would be watching Heracles and
Dionysus partly dressed in the same way, but in such a
way as to mock Dionysus and show him to be inferior,
in Heracles’ shadow

Mocking the god in his own theatre at his own festival is
an interesting example of metatheatre

tva pottovg E€voug / Tovg oovg poaoeirg: The way in
which a younger brother tries to use the contacts and
knowledge of the elder is instantly recognisable to any
member of the audience

el deolunv: the use of the optative mood makes
Dionysus appear relaxed and casual about his trip;
perhaps this is unsurprising given that he is immortal.
We see the conventional path being set by the serious
elder sibling that a more relaxed younger sibling takes
for granted: this family dynamic would be humorous to
an audience — it even applies to gods

éntttov KépBepov: areminder of the myth surrounding
Heracles’ original katabasis adds weight to the theme,
and may allow for some overly dramatic physical
comedy on stage

poacov pot. in this imperative verb we see the
confidence with which Dionysus commands Heracles
Asyndetic listing is a feature of Aristophanes’ style of
writing, and this particular example has significant
comedic value

It gives the clear picture of Aristophanes’ view of the
Underworld for the purpose of this play - as a familiar
setting that mirrors the living world above

The human landscape is one with which Aristophanes’
audience would have been familiar: Auévag

AQTOMWAL/ ... dvamavAag EKTQOTIAG KOTVAGg 0dovG /
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moAelg dwaltacg... and the fact that these features are in
the Underworld adds surreal humour that is being
introduced here and takes away some of the fear
associated with death

Similarly, the types of people living in this parallel
underworld is easily recognisable to any city-dweller:
TOQVEL ... TavdoKeLTOIAG

As a touch of bathos, Dionysus’ final point in his long list
of travel concerns is bedbugs dmov / k6peig OAlyloTOL
and where best to avoid them; compared with the effort
of getting to the Underworld, and the fearsomeness of
the setting, his concern with bedbugs is suprising

This contributes to the idea of Dionysus being a
particularly human-like god who doesn’t like being bitten
by pests — much like any member of the audience

The role played by Xanthias is not shown in this extract
other than in this line where he adopts the stereotype of
a miserable slave, ignored and unvalued. He repeats
this sentence several times in the longer scene for
comic effect

@ oxéTALE TOAUN OIS Ya Eval katl ov ye; Heracles’
reaction to Xanthias has a paratragic tone. The fact that
Xanthias is a living human and is planning on
descending to the Underworld — a task more
challenging than Dionysus’ as an immortal — gets
ignored, which highlights Xanthias’ original point
Dionysus claims undev étL mpog tavt’ but then
continues with a question that will elicit a lengthy comic
response

He also shows himself to be fussy and keen on his own
physical comfort, highlighted by the repetition of unte
and the contrast of hot and cold: Oeounv ...

ayav Ppovxoav; in this way Aristophanes heightens the
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humorous difference between the two brothers and may
also highlight the comedy of Dionysus’ bizarre outfit
Fromlines 10 onwards, the characters discuss potential
routes in a way that is consistent with any talk about
travel but includes a surreal, black humour associated
with suicide

@éQe ON TV VTV oOoL PEAow TEWTNV; Tiva; Heracles
slows down the pace of the scene by pondering of
potential routes to Hades. This may frustrate Dionysus
who is clearly keen to get there quickly, but will allow for
physical humour on stage

Each of Heracles’ suggestions comes with a punchline.
He starts slowly and speaks quite cryptically, and
Dionysus’ reaction completes the comic structure of the
joke

nave, mveynoav Aéyeic: the alliterative nature of this
line suggests the release of breath which could be
consistent with holding one’s breath for too long
atpamog Evvtopog tetoupévn: Heracles’ second
suggestion is initially harder to understand, but he
builds up with three words that include harsh
consonants to partly mirror the tasks needed to cut
hemlock and make it drinkable

The short phrase 1) dwx Ovelac finally reveals the joke to
the audience, followed by Dionysus’ incredulous

apa kwvelov Aéyeig; and Heracles’ swift response
Ppuxoav ye kai dvoxelpepov: the sensory language
highlights the well-known sensation of taking hemlock,
and enables Dionysus to shudder theatrically from both
horror and cold Yuvxodv ye kal dvoyxeipegov:

He shows how closely he is listening to Heracles’
advice by saying e0OUG YaQ ATIOTYVUOL TAVTIKVIHULA,
and this would add to the build up to each of Heracles’
punchlines

37


https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fe%2Fre&la=greek&can=fe%2Fre0&prior=*(hraklh=s___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6NGI1MjpkYTlkM2FiNWFiM2FlODMzYWJjZjNkMDU4MWE1OGEzZGQyNDgzZTQ2OWNhN2E5ZDRmMzQ0YmY1ZTcyY2FhMzU1OnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dh%5C&la=greek&can=dh%5C0&prior=fe/re___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6OGYwNTpkZjYzMmFjMWM3N2ViNjIxMzI1N2ExYzUxNjdlMDcyMzIzYTFhOTdlODczODg0NjZmNmI4MWU2YTY4ZGYwZTZjOnA6VDpG
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti%2Fn%27&la=greek&can=ti%2Fn%270&prior=dh/
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=au%29tw%3Dn0&prior=ti/n%27
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=soi&la=greek&can=soi0&prior=au)tw=n
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fra%2Fsw&la=greek&can=fra%2Fsw0&prior=soi
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prw%2Fthn&la=greek&can=prw%2Fthn0&prior=fra/sw
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti%2Fna&la=greek&can=ti%2Fna0&prior=prw/thn___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6NmMwYToyNjc4OTVlNTlmNjVhM2IxZGQ0ODRjMTZmMjdjYjRkMjFmZDA4NDhlZTljNjE0ZTdlOWUyOWVlM2NlODg5MWU4OnA6VDpG
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pau%3De&la=greek&can=pau%3De0&prior=*dio/nusos
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pnighra%5Cn&la=greek&can=pnighra%5Cn0&prior=pau=e
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=le%2Fgeis&la=greek&can=le%2Fgeis0&prior=pnighra/n___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6NTllYToxODk1ZjUwZDIxOWQzMmVjZWJhMDJkZjUzMjA0MTMwMzVhNDdkZTU1Zjk2MTFmZWE3ZjU0YTRmMTQ4MzNhMmY1OnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29trapo%5Cs&la=greek&can=a%29trapo%5Cs0&prior=e)/stin___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6NjkyMDozNmQ1OWM1Zjk2ZjE0YjQ3NzRjN2EzOWI3NmI0ODliZTAzNjQzY2M5ZjA0MGMzMjg1YjJjYWI0OGRlODRjYTU5OnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=cu%2Fntomos&la=greek&can=cu%2Fntomos0&prior=a)trapo/s___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6MTJjZDoxNzU0YjE1MTE4ZmYyMjM0MzIwMDFjNmU3ZTJkZGUzYzY0NmYxMmI1YzUzYmE5YTk3Mjk3OGEwNjUyNWYwZmQxOnA6VDpG
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tetrimme%2Fnh&la=greek&can=tetrimme%2Fnh0&prior=cu/ntomos
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28&la=greek&can=h%280&prior=tetrimme/nh
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dia%5C&la=greek&can=dia%5C0&prior=h(
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=quei%2Fas&la=greek&can=quei%2Fas0&prior=dia/
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%3Dra&la=greek&can=a%29%3Dra0&prior=*dio/nusos
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kw%2Fneion&la=greek&can=kw%2Fneion0&prior=a)=ra
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=le%2Fgeis&la=greek&can=le%2Fgeis1&prior=kw/neion
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=yuxra%2Fn&la=greek&can=yuxra%2Fn0&prior=*dio/nusos
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ge&la=greek&can=ge2&prior=yuxra/n___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6MjAyODowYjFmY2Y5ZWYyMmM2MTFkZWJhODViZjE1MTY5NzY4OTRiZDBlMDkzZjlkNmYxNTQ4MDZiMmNhMmNlMDY4YzgwOnA6VDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C3&prior=ge___.YXAxZTpjYW1icmlkZ2Vvcmc6YTpvOmMwNzI5OWY0MDg0Y2RlMjY4NTg4OTMyODFjYzIwODY1OjY6YTY4YTpkZmVlMWE2NzE3MGEzZDI3MjI5MzI3MGNiNjczMzU4YmI3ZjMwNjI1Y2NiNGQ0NTdmMDMwZDJhY2UyZGZkN2I4OnA6VDpG
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dusxei%2Fmeron&la=greek&can=dusxei%2Fmeron0&prior=kai/
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29qu%5Cs&la=greek&can=eu%29qu%5Cs0&prior=dusxei/meron
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ga%5Cr&la=greek&can=ga%5Cr2&prior=eu)qu/s
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29poph%2Fgnusi&la=greek&can=a%29poph%2Fgnusi0&prior=ga/r
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%29ntiknh%2Fmia&la=greek&can=ta%29ntiknh%2Fmia0&prior=a)poph/gnusi

H444/04

Mark Scheme

June 2025

Question

Answer

Mark

Guidance

e The structure of this extended joke is now familiar to the
audience as Heracles prepares for athird way of getting
to Hades:... katdvtn xat taxeiav oot poaow; by this
time we know that Dionysus will eagerly agree and this
will facilitate the third, unexpected part of the joke in a
way that makes death appear less frightening

5 | (b)

Assess againstcriteriain the5-mark AO2 grid (seeabove).

Evginidng

oVvK av peOeiunv tov Bpovov, ur vovOétel
KQEITTWV YAQ etval ML TOVTOL TNV TEXVNV.
Alévvoog

Alox0Ae Tl owyag; aloBdvel yoQ Tov Adyov.
EvQumtidng

ATIOO EUVVVELTAL TTEWTOV, ATIEQ EKATTOTE

€V Tl Teaywdlalow étegateveTo.
Suggested translation:

Euripides:

I will not let go of the throne. Don't tell me what to do.

For | say that | am a superior to him in terms of skKill.
Dionysus:

Aeschylus — why are you silent? You can hear what he’s
saying.

Euripides:

First he’ll give himself haughty airs, just as he did in each of his
tragedies when he acted pretentiously.

AO2

The following examples are intended to exemplify what
might constitute a ‘slight’ or ‘major’ error.

Individual slight errors:
Individual major errors:
Note that the translation given is only for guidance. Any

accurate translation should be accepted, and marked
in line with the grid.
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H444/04 Mark Scheme June 2025
Question Answer Mark Guidance
5 [ (c) With the exception of Dionysus’ advice to Euripides in line 6, AQO2
we learn about each character from the other in two equally S

balanced speeches of 4 lines each

As they are rivals, neither view is positive and both playwrights
call each other names; in each case, the names provide clues
about the other’s character

Aeschylus (according to Euripides)

e Euripides claims that he knows Aeschylus well and can
see through him, suggesting that much of his behaviour
is an act

e Euripides claims that Aeschylus uses a crude, savage
style in his writing

e He accuses Aeschylus of being very self-indulgent,

e Euripides accuses him of using long-winded, polysyllabic
words that are not properly edited, saying that he has a
mouth that is ‘unbridled, uncontrolled and ‘ungated’

e Aeschylus is accused of being ponderous (unable to
chatter)

e He ‘spouts bundles of pompous bluster’ ie. he
pontificates too much and is full of hot air

e We see that Aeschylus is irked by Euripides’ mockery,
suggesting that he is easily angered and wound up

e After Euripides has hurled abuse at Aeschylus, the latter
threatens that he won’t get away with it, indicating that he
has been genuinely angered by the names Euripides has
called him to the extent that he has become threatening

Euripides
e Dionysus has already warned himin line 6 not to be too
arrogant and cocky
(Euripides according to Aeschylus)
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Question

Answer

Mark

Guidance

Aeschylus claims that Euripides is the son of an
‘agricultural goddess’, referring to the ongoing mockery
about Euripides’ mother who is said to have sold

vegetables
Aeschylus accuses Euripides of being fond of picking up

gossip

He mocks Euripides for the humble characters he
includes in his plays, such as beggars

He calls him a ‘rag-stitcher’ perhaps indicating his
poverty or that of his characters

5 | (d)

Dionysus plays the role of peacemaker

He is caught in the middle of the conflict

He’s excited about the agon & fully immersed in it

He is keen for Aeschylus to calm down as he has
become so enraged

He is quick to act when he sees Aeschylus in arage —
he shouts to slaves to bring a sacrifice to ward off bad
weather — using an extended metaphor of stormy
weather to describe Aeschylus’ anger

By (potentially) ordering slaves around he comes
across as authoritative

Despite being a god, he himself uses the language of
propitiation

He shows respect for Aeschylus, despite the fact that
Aeschylus is a (dead) mortal, and he is immortal

AO2

40



H444/04 Mark Scheme June 2025

Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 20-mark extended response

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in Questions 6, 7, and 8 — AO2 (Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature) and AO3
(Critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature). The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted.

Examiners must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response,
particularly imbalanced responses in terms of the assessment objectives, examiners must carefully consider which level is the best fit for the
performance overall. For example, you should not be able to achieve a mark of 14 made up of AO2 = 11 and AO3 = 3.

Responses are credited for AO2 for the detail and accuracy of the knowledge of the set text they deploy and for their understanding of the set
text(s) as well as the social, historic and cultural context for the set text.

Responses are credited for AO3 for how well the response addresses the question, for candidates selecting relevant examples from the set
texts they have studied and drawing and expressing conclusions based on the selected examples in relation to the question posed.
Candidates will be assessed on the quality of the conclusions and points they argue and the range and quality of the examples they have

selected.
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20-mark grid for the extended response question AQO2 =10 marks = Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature
AO3 =10 marks = Critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature
Level |Marks Characteristics of performance
very detailed knowledge and a thorough understanding of the material studied including, where appropriate, the social,
cultural and historic context (AO2)
5 17—20 |an excellentresponse to the question containing awide range of relevant points, which are very well supported by examples
selected with precision from the material studied, leading to cogent conclusions (AO3)
The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning
detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of the material studied including, where appropriate, the social, cultural and
historic context (AO2)
4 13-16 |@9ood response to the question containing a range of relevant points, which are well supported by examples from the
material studied, leading to appropriate conclusions (AO3)
The response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning
some knowledge and understanding of the material studied including, where appropriate, the social, cultural and historic
context (AO2)
3 o-12 |@ reasonable response to the question containing some relevant points, which are generally supported by examples from
the material studied, leading to tenable conclusions (AO3)
The response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure
a limited knowledge and understanding of the material studied including, where appropriate, the social, cultural and historic
context (AO2)
2 5_g |alimited response to the question containing some points, which may be narrow in scope, which are occasionally supported
by examples from the material studied or are unsupported assertions, leading to a limited conclusion (AO3)
The response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure
very limited knowledge and understanding of the material studied including, where appropriate, the social, cultural and
historic context (AO2)
1 1-4 | little or no engagement with the question and any points made are of little or no relevance (AO3)
The information is communicated in an unstructured way

0 = No response or no response worthy of credit.
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
6 ‘Humans live lives that are entirely defined by suffering.” | 20 made up | The content given opposite is indicative only, and
of should be used as a guide. Other relevant
How trueis this statement of the books of The lliad thatyou | A0Q2 =10 examples should also be rewarded.
have read? &
AO3=10 | Candidates should make reference to specific

Assess against criteria in the 20-mark grid (see above).

Candidates may wish to compare the vulnerability of human life
with the blessed but ultimately meaningless existences enjoyed
by the gods

In most cases it can be argued that human life is not wholly
defined by suffering — in each case the human characters in
Books XVI, XVIII and XXIV are highly successful, powerful and
respected individuals who in many cases enjoy significant
wealth & prestige because of their social status and military
prowess

However, we see each one of the human characters suffer
considerably — each of them is fated to die, and most of the
deaths (whether shown in Homer’s text or not) are violent and
untimely

The risk of slavery, rape and mockery is ever-present for the
female characters in the poem, while physical pain and death
lies in store for the male characters

We see the settled, domestic lifestyles of the Trojans with their
families and homes, which shows what the Trojans risk losing,
adding pathos to their situations; this is less visible among the
Greeks although in Book XXIV we see Achilles’ fears for his
father as well as the warmth he feels for the women he sleeps
with once his initial grief for Patroclus wears off.

The closeness of characters to their lovers and family members
adds to the jeopardy of the human condition - they face losing
those they care most about. By contrast, the gods have

incidents in the prescribed books, both the sections
which they have read in Greek and in English.

Answers which argue for or against the proposition
should be equally rewarded. Examiners should
look for the quality of argument and the use of
evidence within the argument, as well as evidence
for a clear range of relevant examples.
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relationships that bind them to each other but lack the depth of
feeling that we see among the mortals. An exception to this is in
the cases of immortals who have human children such as Thetis
or Zeus, who are powerless to stop their suffering

Arguments may include (AO3):

Patroclus is a much-loved friend of Achilles and
although he is very much in the hero’s shadow he
nonetheless enjoys significant success on the battlefield.
He is popular with the other Greeks

However, he dies a savage death at the hands of Hector
which could have been avoided

Hector’s arrogant boasts before killing Patroclus
foreshadow his own fate at the hands of Achilles

Priam has lived a long life of wealth, power and domestic
happiness

However, the Greek siege of Troy and the protracted war
has changed everything and brought a huge degree of
suffering to Priam and the Trojans as a whole

His decision to go to the Greek camp to retrieve Hector’'s
body is endorsed by the gods, which shows his
importance but also would have been aterrifying and
dispiriting prospect for the old man

Achilles has a goddess for amother who has supported
him throughout his life

Although he is a formidable warrior we see a great deal
through the poem that suggests that he is not particularly
happy; not least because he is fated to live a short, albeit
heroic life

The poem ends with the formal burial of Hector, once
the greatest warrior in Troy and now a corpse that has
been defiled by Achilles (although it has remained
untouched by divine help).

The resolution of the poem is suffused with human grief
and there is little of a happy ending about it.
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Supporting evidence may include (AO2):

In Book XVI Patroclus begs Achilles to allow him to fight
in the Greeks’ defence; the imagery of Patroclus behaving
like a little toddler wanting to be picked up by her mother
shows the closeness of the relationship between him and
Achilles

There is powerful dramatic irony involved in Hector’s
mistaking Patroclus for Achilles because he is wearing
Achilles’ armour; Patroclus’ death is full of pathos

As King of Troy, Priam is famous for his wealth and
influence which he enjoyed for many years

Priam is happily married and has numerous children —
lliad 6 shows a very comfortable, stable and loving family
life for the royal family

He has seen his many sons and daughters reach
adulthood and marry

But as a result of the Trojan War, Priam has lost most of
his many sons and refers to this in Book 24

The death of Hector presages the destruction of Troy and
we see Priam grief-stricken and in mourning

He knows that his wife and daughters are likely to

suffer aterrible fate of rape and slavery if Troy falls, which
it is likely to do

Priam is an old man now and feels powerless to fight the
Greek invaders; Hecuba believes that in planning to
rescue Hector’s body he has lost his wits, which highlights
his increasing vulnerability

He is instructed to retrieve Hector’s body from Achilles’
tent

Throughout The lliad we see the help that Thetis gives
Achilles —itis very practical & immediate, and she is able
to invoke the power of other gods such a Zeus and
Hephaestus to get Achilles what he wants

Achilles’ status as half-divine has given him immense
physical and mental strength, which has resulted in
military glory
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He is also supported by Patroclus and the Myrmidons who
protect him, keep him company and do his bidding (as
seen in Bk XXIV where TWO of his men are serving his
food)

However, the loss of Patroclus has ripped away all of
Achilles’ power, confidence and pleasure in life

In Book XVIII we see the full extent of his grief on hearing
of Patroclus’ death — by the start of lliad XXIV even the
gods consider his behaviour extreme

in Book 24 we see the worry that Achilles has about his
aged father Peleus who is so far away and vulnerable
(according to Priam at least)
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7 Is Hippolytus or Phaedra more to blame for the tragic events | 20 made up | The content given opposite is indicative only, and
in Euripides’ Hippolytus? of should be used as a guide. Other relevant
_ _ ) AO2=10 | examples should also be rewarded.
Give reasons for your viewpoint. &
AO3=10 | Candidates should make reference to specific

Assess against criteria in the 20-mark grid (see above).

Candidates may wish to consider the role of the gods as part of
this question — arguably the humans involved are used as
pawns by Aphrodite. Nonetheless, neither Hippolytus nor
Phaedra are wholly innocent, and while each has reasons for
behaving as they do, neither is particularly likeable or sensible in
their behaviour

Arguments may include (AO3):

Hippolytus is more to blame

e Although he is very pious towards Artemis, Hippolytus’
uncompromising behaviour towards Aphrodite ultimately
leads to his death

¢ For much of the play he comes across as arrogant,
showing hard-line views particularly towards women

e Phaedra has been used by Aphrodite to wreak revenge
on Hippolytus — the extent of her passion for Hippolytus
is extreme and beyond a normal response to unrequited
love, whereas Hippolytus’ hubris is his own

e Much of Phaedra’s behaviour is driven by her desire to
maintain a good reputation and protect the needs &
wellbeing of her children after her death

Phaedra is more to blame
¢ From the start of the play she comes across as overly
passionate & lascivious;

incidents in the prescribed books, both the sections
which they have read in Greek and in English.

Answers which argue for or against the proposition
should be equally rewarded. Examiners should
look for the quality of argument and the use of
evidence within the argument, as well as evidence
for a clear range of relevant examples.
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As the older woman and Queen, she is seen as more
responsible for the situation

Phaedra makes a selection of poor choices

Delerium brought about by long periods of fasting has
made her behave strangely

While her decision to commit suicide would have been
seen as a noble act by many of the audience members,
her choice to add the incriminating note is wholly her own
and results in Hippolytus’ destruction

Hippolytus takes pride in his purity and in the abstemious
lifestyle he lives — this makes him seem far more
innocent than Phaedra

His horror at the suggestion of an affair with his
stepmother is a very reasonable, natural reaction

His illegitimacy is not of his making and has had a
profound effect on his character — this is why he dislikes
Aphrodite; Phaedra would have known this as Theseus’
wife

Theseus’ return and instant decision-making makes the
audience pity Hippolytus - there is so much that remains
unspoken at this stage

By the end of the play, the audience’s sympathy lies with
Hippolytus because of his terrible, painful fate

Supporting evidence may include (AO2):

Hippolytus is more to blame

Hippolytus has dishonoured Aphrodite by refusing to give
her the honour she demands; he has also made no
secret of this fact

He refuses to respect the normal human need for love &
sex, which sets him apart from normal people

His speech about the evils of women is extreme
Hippolytus’ horrified reaction to the idea of an affair with
his stepmother would have been horrible for Phaedra to
hear
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¢ Hippolytus refuses to break his oath to the Nurse even
though the situation would have ended better for him if
he had; this could either indicate an admirable strength
of character or a stubbornness that indicates a very
fixed, intractable mindset

Phaedra is more to blame

e Hippolytus’ abstemious lifestyle resists passion, meat
and other forms of more ‘dangerous’ living — his
vegetarianism, fitness regime and resistance to women
are all reasonable, personal choices

e Aphrodite is all-powerful and even Artemis is unable to
protect Hippolytus from her wrath

e Phaedra chooses to yield to the Nurse’s advice and
allows her to use her mysterious love potion

e When the Nurse’s plan fails, Phaedra’s treatment of her
is unkind and unfair in the circumstances

e Hippolytus’ noble character is shown by his refusal to
break the oath of secrecy that he made to the Nurse

e Theseus’ hot-tempered reaction to Phaedra’s letter signs
Hippolytus’ death warrant, as Phaedra, as his wife must
surely have known it would

e Poseidon’s punishment of Hippolytus is particularly
violent, mystical and harsh, particularly as he is
effectively killed by his own horses

e Artemis explains Phaedra’s treachery and criticises
Theseus for believing her lies, although he is exonerated
from much guilt because his reaction was prompted by
Phaedra’s suicide

e Hippolytus’ death without the support of Artemis is a sad
one, although he is reconciled with Theseus. Much of his
fate was not specifically orchestrated by Phaedra but her
letter was the catalyst that led to the terrible punishment

e Atthe end of the play, Phaedrais more respected for her
noble desire to die than censured for her lying letter
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
8 A modern audience unfamiliarwith ancient Greek theatrecan | 20 made up | The content given opposite is indicative only, and
never find ‘Frogs’ entertaining.’ of should be used as a guide. Other relevant examples
AO2 =10 should also be rewarded.
To what extent do you agree with this statement? &
AO3 =10 Candidates should make reference to specific incidents

Assess against criteria in the 20-mark grid (see above).
Arguments may include (AO3):

Agree: a modern audience can never find Frogs
entertaining
e The humour and context of Frogs is not funny for a
modern audience
e We are not familiar with much of the work of Aeschylus &
Euripides, so their contest means little
e The religious context of the play is challenging for us to
understand
e Some forms of Aristophanic humour do not translate to
the modern world
e Elements of ancient Greek comedy productions would be
challenging for a modern audience to understand

Disagree: a modern audience can find Frogs entertaining

e The characterisation in a comedy is light touch and does
not need to be deep or profound: on this level, a modern
audience can recognise types of people, attitudes and
behaviour that resonates with the modern world

e The basic themes and concepts that underpin Frogs are
easy for a modern audience as they mirror those of the
modern world

Supporting evidence may include (AO2):
Ancient features of Frogs that a modern audience would not
understand:

o the theme of the katabasis

in the prescribed books, both the sections which they
have read in Greek and in English.

Answers which argue for or against the proposition
should be equally rewarded. Examiners should look for
the quality of argument and the use of evidence within
the argument, as well as evidence for a clear range of
relevant examples.
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Slavery and a lack of questioning its existence

the ability of a Greek comic playwright to mock a god in
his own theatre at his own festival

The 5 rounds of the agon between Aeschylus &
Euripides do not have the resonance with a modern
audience, especially in translation

Political references and word play do not necessarily
translate to the modern world, meaning that the
Parabasis and the Agon have little resonance nowadays
It is difficult to guess the physical comedy used in the
play as there were no stage directions

The Chorus of Initiates and the ancient worship of
Dionysus are very different from the modern concept of
religion

Modern audiences would find certain theatrical
conventions difficult to understand, such as the use of
masks, the almost constant presence of the Chorus (in
this play 2 Choruses), having only 3 characters on stage
at any one time, ancient stage effects

Ancient features of Frogs that a modern audience can
understand:

Concepts such as death, life after death, family
relationships, travel, competition between different types
of playwright, the importance of entertainment are all
familiar

We do not worship the ancient gods but their
characteristics, rituals and power over humans is very
familiar nonetheless

Conflict between different groups is easy for a modern
audience to understand: old vs young, traditional vs
modern; male vs female; family relationships

The concept of the Underworld as a parallel to the modern
world makes the threat of death seem less frightening
The need to make light of death and use black humour to
mitigate fear is easily recognisable
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