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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

This year the standard was mixed with some candidates able to access the full range of marks, while
others displaying a ‘common-sense’ approach to sociological content with little sociological material.
Pleasingly, there were very little rubric errors or No Responses.

There was arange of responses, suggesting that the paper differentiated adequately. The majority of
candidates attempted to answer all questions on the paper and managed to time their responses well.
On occasion, some candidates attempted the higher mark questions first instead of tackling the
guestions in order. This strategy is perfectly acceptable and for those candidates that may struggle with
time keeping, this is a good technique. In an upturn from last year, both sources were used to a much
higher degree for Questions 2 and 3. Candidates frequently referred to the sources in their answers and
it was clear that they had been taught to explicitly refer to them.

Candidates need to be reminded of the importance of reading the command words of every question and
understanding what the question is asking themto do. This can be also seen in Questions 7, 11 and 15
where occasionally some candidates still provide a paragraph of evaluation when there are no
Evaluation and Analysis marks available thus losing valuable time that could have been spent on
another question. Pleasingly, this year some candidates were providing enough Evaluation and Analysis
for Questions 8, 12 and 16 which, at 10 marks, typically need four fully developed points to gain full
marks in this area.

Key point: How much to write?

There is no one way of writing - some candidates can write very accurately and concisely, others can be

more free-flowing and drawn out. Here are some general guidelines as to what would be typical for each

guestion:

e Question 1: One short paragraph including a core definition and a development point

e Question 2: Two short paragraphs detailing the two different ways with explanations and references
to the source

e Question 3: Two developed paragraphs of knowledge with at least one reference to the source

e Question 4: Two developed paragraphs of knowledge and two developed paragraphs of evaluation

e Questions 5/9/13: One short paragraph of core definition and one/two development points

e Questions 6/10/14: Two developed paragraphs showing and explaining the two ways

e Questions 7/11/15: Three developed paragraphs of knowledge

e Questions 8/12/16: Three developed paragraphs of knowledge and four developed paragraphs of

evaluation

In Section A, Question 1 was well answered with full marks achieved for this question with regularity.
Candidates should be reminded that there are 2 marks available for the core definition and 2 marks
available for development — on occasion some candidates only gave a partial core definition or a partial
development point and therefore dropped marks.
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As previously mentioned, the sources were mostly well used and well referred to for Questions 2 and 3.
On occasion some candidates lacked the specific sociological studies needed for Question 3 and instead
described the source in more detail which impacted their marks. Using the source is a skill that can be
practised, and candidates should make sure that they are developing and applying their knowledge from
the source instead of copying what they see (paying ‘lip service’ to the source). For example, some
candidates began their responses describing Source A and then went on to make two separate
unrelated points — this is not an effective use of the Source. Question 4 was mostly answered well, with
the best responses providing two developed points for AO1 Knowledge and Understanding and two
developed points for AO3 Evaluation and Analysis. Candidates should be reminded that this typically
looks like two developed paragraphs ‘for’ the question and two developed paragraphs ‘against’ the
guestion. The best candidates therefore wrote two developed paragraphs on the peer group as a form of
socialisation and two developed paragraphs on other forms of socialisation.

In Section B, the family still remains very popular, closely followed by youth culture with only a handful of
candidates attempting the media option. With every question, in order to achieve marks in the highest
mark band, candidates need to include arange of sociological evidence and to discuss these with some
depth. A number of responses, particularly forthe 12 and 20 mark questions did not include the required
range and depth of sociological evidence. ‘Evidence’ can include studies, theories, concepts and
contemporary examples, although it should be noted that responses which rely heavily on contemporary
examples will not score very highly as, on their own, contemporary examples do not evidence good
sociology and would only achieve Level 2.

Overall there was a clear difference between the high and low achieving candidates. At the top end,
there was a range of sociological evidence contained in responses to all the questions. Such responses
included relevant and detailed explanations including sociological studies, concepts and theories where
appropriate. The lower achieving candidates were often unable to provide sociological knowledge and
understanding and their responses became very anecdotal suggesting they were relying on common
sense.

Key point: Use appropriate sociological evidence

The best form of sociological evidence is using studies, theories or concepts in a developed way. For
example, for Question 4, the best candidates may have discussed the work of Lees, Sewell or Skelton
and Francis to gain full knowledge and application marks.

In terms of assessment objectives, Knowledge and Understanding (AO1) remains the strongest area.
Candidates who performed well were able to offer a whole range of sociological knowledge, in the form
of concepts and studies, and sometimes making relevant use of contemporary examples and theory.
AO3 skills of Analysis and Evaluation were moderately successful. It is worth noting that only Question 4
and Questions 8, 12 and 16 require evaluation. Evaluation can take the form of direct criticism against a
previous point of knowledge or could be in the form of a counterpoint to the question. It is a good
technique to use the words of the question to show how an evaluative paragraph fits into a response
otherwise, if the candidate just lists an alternative viewpoint, there is a danger that it will be marked as
juxtaposition as it is not fully addressing the question.
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‘ What is good evaluation?

Evaluation can take various forms but, in this paper, it is only needed for Question 4 and Questions 8,12
or 16. Specific evaluation can either be taking the other side of the question e.g. in Question 4 this
would be showing a different form of socialisation such as the family, or it can be directly criticising a
point of knowledge.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e used the sources appropriately and the right | ¢ wrote the bare minimum and did not back up
amount for Questions 2 and 3 their points

e used sociological knowledge, studies, theory | e did not refer to the sources when asked

or concepts to back up their points ¢ did not evaluate on Questions 4 and Questions

¢ provided knowledge and evaluation for 8,12 and 16

Question 4 and Questions 8, 12 and 16 e only used examples and common sense for

e answered every question within the time limit. sociological knowledge.
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Section A overview

This section comprised of four compulsory questions which all candidates needed to answer. Two
guestions needed the source to be used and referenced.

Question 1

Source A Source B

A Scaottish football fan at a football game Participants at a Gay Pride Parade. ‘Pride’ is
the global movement fighting for equal rights
for LGBTQ+
1 Define the concept of high culture. [4]

This response required a full core meaning and full development to gain the maximum marks. Most
candidates answered the core meaning well, referring to the cultural practices that are associated with
the powerful and wealthy upper classes. Development was mostly consistent with the best candidates
referring to how high culture was seen as superior or socially closed and giving an example such as
opera or Shakespearian plays. On occasion, some candidates lacked specific examples or were too
vague to gain full marks.
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Exemplar 1

This is a very detailed answer that shows full core meaning and development. The candidate
successfully identifies high culture as being related to social status and social class and goes beyond in
linking this to a sense of superiority. It is then further developed with excellent examples of ballet and
opera and how this can benefit the individual long term. A very well thought out and well-constructed
answer which gains full marks.

Question 2

2 With reference to Source A, identify and briefly explain two characteristics of national identity. [6]

Candidates were required to use Source A to identify and explain two characteristics of national class
identity. Overall, this was done very well with a significant number of candidates gaining maximum
marks. Many candidates referred to identification through style of dress such as the kilt and how this
shows support for your country e.g. through football. They were then able to successfully use the source
to illustrate the identification. On the odd occasion some candidates gave answers that were not related
to the source and only gained credit for AO1 marks for this.

8 © OCR 2025
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Question 3

3  Using Source B and your wider sociological knowledge, explain how sexuality can affect an
individual’s identity. [8]

This question was answered relatively well in terms of good use of source B, however there was a mixed
response in terms of specific subject knowledge of sexuality.

The highest performing candidates used the source as a platform to discuss sexuality and identity with
the work of Plummer, Weeks and Mcintosh being prominent. Some candidates also referenced major
laws such as the Gay Marriage Act which was excellent knowledge. However, at times, some candidates
did not have the specific sociological knowledge available to them and so instead chose to describe what
was happening in the source which often led to undeveloped knowledge being credited.
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Exemplar 2

Examiners’ report
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Exemplar 2 is a rare full mark answer that cleverly weaves in sociological studies while still linking to the
source. The first paragraph identifies the Pride element of the source and uses that to discuss the work
of Weeks in relation to identity. The second paragraph focuses on inclusion in the source and uses the
work of Rich to elaborate their point. A very to-the-point and well-constructed answer that gained full
marks.

Question 4
4 OQutline and briefly evaluate the view that the peer group is the most important agent of
socialisation. [12]

Many candidates answered this question well. Most commonly used were examples using the work of
Lees, Skelton and Francis, Willis or Sewell. In evaluation, the work of Parsons was commonly used to
support the alternative view of the family as the most important agent of socialisation.

Often only one paragraph was given for evaluation, and candidates should be reminded that a typical full
mark answer would have two developed points of knowledge and two developed points of evaluation.

11 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 is a good example of a candidate writing too much knowledge and not enough evaluation.

The candidate developed AO1 paragraphs using the work of Sewell, Skelton and Francis and
Waddington but only wrote one developed AO3 paragraph using Oakley. Candidates only need two
developed points to gain full marks for knowledge or evaluation so they would have been better served
stopping their AO1 points after Skelton and Francis and changing the Waddington paragraph for some
evaluative paragraph instead. Therefore, this candidate had three paragraphs of knowledge and one of
evaluation and so gained 4,4,3 overall in terms of the assessment objectives.
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Section B overview

Candidates had the option to select whether they did further questions on the Family, Youth or the
Media. A significant majority of candidates opted for the Family or Youth with very few opting for Media.

Option 1 overview

The family is still just about the most popular option, and it was clear that candidates were on the whole,
well prepared.

Question 5

OPTION 1
Families and relationships

5 Define and briefly explain the concept of the domestic division of labour. [5]

The response to this question was somewhat mixed with some candidates misunderstanding the
concept. The best candidates discussed how tasks are allocated within the family or home, referring to
examples such as domestic tasks, housework, childcare or caring for other members of the family. This
was often reinforced by studies from Oakley or Wilmott and Young. Common concepts used were dual
burden or triple shift. However, some candidates did not fully grasp the ‘domestic’ element of the concept
and began discussing changes in the workplace which was not rewarded.

Question 6*
6* |dentify and briefly explain two ways families have become more diverse, apart from the rise in
lone parent families. [8]

Overall, this question was answered very well with many candidates able to achieve Level 3 and Level 4.
Many candidates did not mention lone parent families, although one or two did and were not rewarded
as per the wording of the question. The strongest responses used reasons such as diversity in terms of
sexuality using sociologists such as Weeks or diversity in terms of changing roles using examples such
as the genderquake by Wilkinson or women working more (Sharpe). Weaker responses gave common
sense examples and did not back up their answers with sociological studies or concepts.

15 © OCR 2025
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Question 7*

7* Explain why there are more lone parent families within society. [12]

On the whole this question was answered very well with a large majority of candidates able to offer a
range of sociological studies and concepts. The best responses included themes such as changing
attitudes, increase in divorce, increased diversity and choice or changes in the position of women.
Common studies used were by Giddens, Beck and Beck-Gernsheim and Sharpe. Some candidates
evaluated where they did not need to and were not rewarded for this. Candidates should be reminded
that three developed points with evidence is enough to get full marks.

Question 8*

8* Evaluate Marxist views of the family. [20]

This question was answered reasonably well with most candidates able to grasp some form of Marxist
arguments and contrast them with other views of the family. The best responses focused on the work of
Marx and Engels and how the family ensures the passing on of private property as well as the work of
Zaretsky and how family life is a refuge and unit of consumption. Many candidates also aligned Marxist
Feminists with the question and used the work of Benston and Ansley. Evaluation was generally weaker
with some candidates not evaluating at all. The best candidates offered alternative view of the family
such as Functionalist or Post-modernist or offered specific critique of Marxist theory.

16 © OCR 2025
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Option 2 overview

Of the candidates that did answer the Youth section, it was done very well with good use of theory and
studies.

Question 9

OPTION 2
Youth subcultures

9 Define and briefly explain the concept of a moral panic. [5]

This question was answered very well with most candidates able to define the concept as being the
media over reaction to social groups which are seen as a threat to society. Examples were very strong
and very sociological with common answers being detailed accounts of the Mods and Rockers (Cohen),
Hoodies (Fawbert), or Hall's study of the mugging moral panic. On rare occasions less successful
candidates detailed general media panics, such as the bulk buying of toilet roll during the pandemic and
were not rewarded.

Question 10*

10* Identify and briefly explain two examples of delinquent subcultures. [8]

Overall, this question was answered well with almost all candidates able to comprehend delinquency
relating to any subcultures that demonstrated deviant or criminal behaviour. The best answers typically
contained sociological evidence by Willis (the lads), Mac an Ghail (the macho lads), Hebdige (Punks),
Skinheads (Clarke) or Blackman (the New Wave girls). Some candidates wrote short paragraphs and
therefore were classed as underdeveloped and a Level 3 response.

Question 11*

11* Explain postmodern views on the development of subcultures. [12]

This question was answered reasonably well although it was rare to see the full three developed points
required to access the top marks. Most responses featured the work of Polemus and supermarket of
style and Maffesoli (neo-tribes). The best candidates then added a third point of either club culture
(Manchester Institute for Popular CulturePC/Redhead) or Thornton (sub-cultural capital). Very
occasionally, some candidates felt the need to evaluate which was not necessary and was not credited.

17 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Sociology - H180/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 12*

12* Evaluate the view that ethnicity affects the subculture an individual joins. [20]

This question was answered reasonably well with candidates seemingly better at knowledge than
evaluation, often lacking the breadth and depth required to gain maximum AO3 marks. The vast majority
were able to convey some sociological evidence from the likes of Sewell, Burdsey, Bourgois, Nightingale
or Archer. Evaluation was mainly in the form of a counterpoint to the question with many utilising how
subculture could be formed along class or gender lines. Candidates should be reminded that to reach full
marks for AO3, typically four developed points are required.

Option 3 overview

A minority of candidates answered questions on the media but of those, there was a wide range of
knowledge on display.

Question 13

OPTION 3
Media

13 Define and briefly explain media representations of the underclass. [5]

This question demonstrated a good response with afocus on how the media portrays the underclass as
negative and a threat to society’s norms and values. Some candidates talked of how this group were
demonised. This was then often followed up by examples such as Price and the rise of poverty porn,
Jones and Chavtainment or the work of Golding and Middleton. Weaker responses focused solely on
defining the underclass with the work of Charles Murray and less about the media representations
surrounding the concept.

Question 14*

14* Identify and briefly explain two features of the pluralist view of the media. [8]

Overall, there was a mixed response to this question with some candidates struggling to access the
precise language to describe the pluralist position. The higher scoring responses were able to
confidently discuss concepts such as diversity and choice, supply and demand, Media professionals and
the media as the fourth estate of democracy. However, some candidates offered either general overview
of the media or offered confused responses that often-reflected other theoretical positions.
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Question 15*

15* Explain how the media can affect the audience in an indirect way. [12]

Typically, responses were good, with only a handful of candidates getting confused as to what
sociological material would be classed as indirect or direct. The best responses used evidence such as
the Two-step flow model, Katz and Lazarsfeld and the role of opinion leader, cultural effects model or the
drip-drip effect. Weaker candidates often presented unclear evidence regarding how a study was indirect
or spent too much time evaluating which was not necessary and not creditworthy.

Question 16*

16* Evaluate the view that media representations of femininity are changing. [20]

This question was divided in terms of the quality of the answers between candidates who had the
specific sociological evidence and those that drew solely from examples in the media. The higher scoring
candidates used sociological material such as Liberal feminism, Fourth Wave feminism, Gauntlett and
Pluralism. This was then evaluated with the work of Mulvey, Tuchman or Wolf. Consistent with the other
20 mark questions, a common theme was that candidates did not evaluate enough, and often just gave
one or two points when four developed points is what is required, to gain full marks for AO3.
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Copyright information

Question 1 Source A: Scotland football team fan cheering stock photo, © Cebas/iStock Photo.

Question 2 Source B: Gay Pride Parade - Cardiff. © jax10289/iStock Photo
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