Qualification O ‘ R
Accredited

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Examiners’ report

AS LEVEL

HISTORY A

OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE
in History A

H105

For first teaching in 2015

Y136/01 Summer 2025 series

Version 1 ocr.org.uk/history


http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/history/

OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in History A - Y136/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Contents

[ g1 geo [ e (o] o HN PRSP PPPPPPPPPPPRN 3

Paper Y136/01 SEIHES OVEIVIEW ........coooiiiii i 4

SECHON A OVEIVIBW ...ttt et e e oo e ettt e e e e e e e e a bbbttt et e e e e e e s nnbe et e eeeeeeaaannannneeaaaeeas 5
L@ BT (o] o e TP RP PRI 5
L@ LB 1=T (o] o BTSSRSO 8

S T=Ted [ g I = T oY= V1= PRSP 14
L@ D=L (oo SRR 14
QUESHION 4% ...ttt et ettt e ettt e e e h e e e e h et e e eaeeeeeateeeanteeeanteeeanneeeanteaeanteeeanteaeenreeeanns 15

2 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in History A - Y136/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y136/01 series overview

Y136 is one of four units for the AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an extended
period of history of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an essay. The
paper is divided into two sections.

In Section A, candidates must answer two compulsory source questions based on three written primary
sources. The first question requires them to use one source to assess its usefulness. The second
question requires the use of all three sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates
are required to answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on the evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given not on the topic or contextual knowledge.

To do well on Section B, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ considered the provenance of the source(s) ¢ did not consider both the provenance and use

and used relevant contextual knowledge

linked the contextual knowledge to the source
being discussed to show whether the view of
the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

in answering the essay question, discussed at
least two issues in depth

gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.

contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
of the sources, with very little consideration of
one or more of the sources

reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the provenance of the
sources

showed a lack of understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay, often writing
about the topic rather than the specific issue in
the question

were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within AS and A Level History A on Teach Cambridge.
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Section A overview

The Enquiry section in this unit examines the unrest of 1549 and the downfall of Protector Somerset.
This is the only part of the AS examination that requires candidates to engage with primary sources and
therefore responses should be driven by critical assessments of the given sources. The critical
evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks given against AO2. Responses
should consider both the provenance of the sources and use contextual knowledge to set the sources in
context and just the validity of the views presented. Responses should reach a judgement based on the
provenance of the sources as to how far they support the view in the question.

Question 1
Mid Tudor Crises 1547-1558

1 Use your knowledge of the rebellions of 1549 to assess how useful Source B is as evidence of
the instability caused by the unrest in 1549. [10]

Although most responses did use the correct source (Source B) to answer the question, many did not
focus on the issue of instability but wrote about the causes of unrest in 1549, often displaying good
knowledge of Kett’s rebellion, the Western or Prayer Book and the other more local rebellions. Stronger
responses did focus on the issue of ‘great slaughter and shedding of blood’ to suggest that this was
evidence of instability, evidenced at both Dussindale and Sampford Courtenay. Responses also
commented on the issue of the need for ‘speedy remedy’ and the fear that if this was not evident then
there was potential for the state to be ‘brought into great peril’. The source also provided the opportunity
to consider the instability that resulted from the nature of Somerset’s government. In using contextual
knowledge, issues such as the numbers involved in the unrest, the use of troops and the extent to which
government was threatened were discussed. Most candidates were able to comment on the provenance,
even if they had focused on the causes of unrest and noted that these were the charges against
Somerset and therefore were likely to emphasise the threat to the nation that his rule had caused.
However, considering this, there were very few responses which reached a judgement about the utility of
the source in relation to the actual question.

Misconception

The question did not ask about the causes of unrest but whether there was instability in 1549.
It is important to focus on the specific issue raised in the question

5 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 provides an example of a response where a judgement about the utility based on the
provenance is shown.

Question 2

2 Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
the duke of Somerset was responsible for his own downfall. [20]

Most candidates did use all three sources to address the question, but there were a number where
Source B was ignored, perhaps because candidates thought that the issues had been addressed in
Question 1. In addressing Source A, most responses were able to argue that Paget believed it was
Somerset’s ‘softness’ that led to his downfall and commented on this coming from a trusted advisor, with
the strongest commenting that he had promised, on Henry VIII's death, to listen to Paget’s advice. In
discussing Source B, most argued that the disorders were the result of Somerset’s ill government but
argued it might be less valid because of it being the charges against him. Responses often blamed
Somerset for the numbers killed or commented on his leniency through the establishment of Hale’s
Enclosure Commission, which encouraged unrest. In discussing Source C, some argued that it was
Somerset who was to blame and commented on his attempts to control the king through taking him to
Windsor, but most argued that his fall was the result of Northumberland and his actions, fearing
Somerset might control the king. As with Question 1, most were able to explain the sources and apply
some contextual knowledge and discuss provenance, but few reached a full analysis based on a
judgement about the provenance of the sources.

Misconception

It is important that candidates consider all three sources, even though one of the sources will
have been discussed in Question 1.

Assessment for learning

To reach the highest level, it is important that judgements made are based on the provenance
of the sources as only then will sources have been fully analysed.
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Exemplar 2
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As with Question 1, most candidates were able to explain the sources and apply some contextual
knowledge and discuss provenance, but few reached a full analysis based on a judgement about the
provenance of the sources. However, Exemplar 2 does provide an example of a Level 6 answer (17
marks) where this was evident in the concluding paragraph but is not fully developed and therefore does
not go higher in the level.

13 © OCR 2025
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Section B overview

Two essays are set, each from different key topics. Here the candidates are asked to examine two key
aspects of Henry VII's policies, the first focuses on the reasons for opposition to his rule and the second
assesses the success or failings of his foreign policy. The questions set require candidates to analyse
causes and consequences of major historical issues.

Question 3*
England 1485-1547

3* Assess the reasons why there was so much opposition to the rule of Henry VII. [20]

Responses considered a range of reasons for opposition to Henry’s rule. The common issues discussed
included his weak claim to the throne and the nature of his seizure, opposition from Yorkists who were
able to call on foreign support, particularly from Margaret of Burgundy, and the use of the pretenders
Simnel and Warbeck. There was also discussion of his policies, particularly financial and his treatment of
the nobility, which were often linked through issues such as bonds and recognisances, although some
did discuss the issue of attainder and the number of nobility who were under these by the end of Henry’s
reign. Some responses discussed issues such as taxation and used the Yorkshire and Cornish
rebellions as evidence of unrest, while others considered the importance of foreign powers who seized
the opportunity to destabilise the state. There were several responses which placed the opposition into a
wider context and argued that the Wars of the Roses had accustomed the nation to unrest and Henry’s
reign, or certainly the early years, was simply a continuation of this.

Assessment for learning

Assess questions require candidates not simply to list reasons, but make supported
judgements about the importance of those reasons.

14 © OCR 2025
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Question 4*

4* ‘Henry VIl failed to achieve his aims in foreign policy.’

How far do you agree? [20]

The most successful responses established Henry’s aims in the opening paragraph and then assessed
the extent to which they were achieved in order to reach a judgement as to whether his foreign policy
was a failure. Essays were usually structured in one of two ways, either discussing country by country or
theme by theme and either approach allowed access to the top level provided judgements were reached.
In discussing by country most considered relations with Spain and France, but others consider Burgundy
and Scotland. In discussing by theme, issues such as national security, recognition and trade were
common. Examiners did not expect all issues to be considered, but at least two had to be discussed in
some detail for the higher levels to be accessed. There was some confusion over relations with France,
particularly over the Breton Crisis. However, it was impressive to see the number who were able to
discuss the final years of Henry’s reign and consider the implications of the death of Isabella of Castile
and the failure to secure either an anti-French or anti-Ferdinand alliance. Some stronger responses used
Henry’s exclusion from the League of Cambria at the end of his reign, along with these later failings to
argue that early success with Medina del Campo changed over time.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 shows a response where judgements were evident and this was placed in Level 5, 18 marks.
There is evidence of both interim judgements and an overall judgement. However, the overall judgement
needed to be developed further in order to reach the very top of the level.
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