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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 2 series overview 

The paper was successful in terms of the candidates finding the questions accessible and the scripts 

produced being in line with the students’ abilities. Most candidates wrote on a prose option and a poetry 

option equally, which is sensible and desirable given the two tasks of literature discussion carry the 

same number of marks. However, there were fewer text alternatives seen with only two novellas chosen 

for study for Section A and three poetry collections for Section B. The performance of candidates was 

generally good with much competence and security seen in many responses and a pleasing number 

managing responses that were beyond Level 5. However, at the other end of the assessment scale, 

there were candidates who did not attempt one of the prescribed areas of study and one candidate who 

did not show up at all for the second paper. These are notable events given the small numbers who take 

the AS qualification at the moment and that the full candidature turned up for H074/01 and gave both 

tasks required of them their earnest attention. Because of the low numbers of candidates nationally, it is 

unwise to categorically state a trend, but it did seem that a small section of the cohort found H074/02 

more challenging than the first paper. The precise reason for that is unknown at exam board level and 

possibly derives from a number of different factors. However, centres will have a better idea whether 

some students are disinclined towards literature study and prefer the non-fiction paper. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• wrote an equal amount on both prescribed 
areas of literary study 

• were aware of Assessment Objective 
weightings and wrote to satisfy those demands 

• addressed the tasks swiftly rather than slowly 
and carefully set out their stalls at the start of 
their responses 

• wrote coherently, producing argument and 
exploration of linked features rather than just 
commenting on individual literary aspects 
more randomly 

• in Section A, applied themselves primarily to 
the printed text(s) rather than prioritising whole 
text discussion 

• were aware of the prescribed text(s) in terms 
of position within the whole text and so were 
able to make informed points about structure 

• were good at providing a range of contextual 
material in their responses (AO3) 

• provided personal informed responses 
(particularly on poetry) rather than 
remembered class notes. 

• had an imbalance between the two responses 
in terms of length; in rare cases, there was no 
second response on the paper 

• wrote in a scrappy or “bitty” way 

• did not prioritise the printed extracts 
significantly 

• were more interested in describing content 
rather than commenting analytically 

• were keen to offload whole text concerns at 
the expense of close reading of the supplied 
text(s) 

• were very partial in terms of which features 
were commented on from the provided 
extracts 

• in the poetry section, treated one of the two 
poems for comparison in a minor way 

• concentrated more on the start of the extracts 
than the ends.  
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Section A overview 

Section A was addressed usefully by most candidates. There were only two texts represented in the 

scripts returned: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott. Fitzgerald and Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe with 

the majority being on the former option. 

There was closer attention to the extract on The Great Gatsby whereas candidates on Things Fall Apart 

had somewhat of a tendency to discuss whole text concerns and use the extract more sparingly. 

However, this sense of broader knowledge of the text was also observed on the Fitzgerald novella as 

candidates were determined to write as much as they could about Nick Caraway’s narration. The context 

of the whole text is the second bullet point in the task information and centres are advised to emphasise 

the importance of the first bullet point too. Also, they should draw their students’ attention to the phrase 

“the extract” which occurs three times in the brief. 

 

Question 1 

No responses were seen to this question. 
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Question 2 

The task and extract were very accessible. Some candidates got off to a poor start by wrongly locating 

the extract in the novel, but most of the candidates knew it was from Chapter 5. A number of candidates 

approached the task by saying what was happening and pulled out a few features. A better line of attack 

would be to focus on techniques or, as it is put in the lead line of the task brief, “the ways in which F 

Scott Fitzgerald tells the story”. An easy way into the notion of techniques is action/description/dialogue 

which provides a more analytical structure than relaying content and attaching some comments about 

simile or foreshadowing or pathetic fallacy. The vast majority of candidates were aware of Nick Carraway 

as our filter to events, but too many went elsewhere for their evidence of his perspective rather than 

focusing in the passage on the self-aware quality of what he says in terms of recognising his own 

limitations and also his sense of being bemused by Gatsby. The temptation to change the task to one 

about unreliable narration with exemplification from various points in the novella was one to which many 

candidates succumbed. 
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Exemplar 1 
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The candidate begins with contextualisation and then gets stuck into considering the narration as 

provided by the character Nick Carraway. What is good here is that the candidate considers the 

prescribed passage rather than doing their own thing and there is much exemplification of the points 

being made. It is not perfect by any means. There are surface slips and the point about low frequency 

words seems wrong as the examples are common words. However, here you can see the need to 

interrogate further: “opened” and “went” are not high frequency in the same way “a”, “an”, “the”, “to” are 

high frequency. Equally “opened” and “went” are not low frequency in the way that field-specific lexis or 

archaisms might be deemed low frequency. The candidate clearly has a concept and terminology (AO1) 

but the field of vision here needs more precise definition. 

The response moves on to consider Gatsby and Daisy and there is much detail given by way of 

exemplification. There is a sense of the broader novella which is useful, but it is not used as a gateway 

to a discussion of pre-prepared material. The focus is on the extract provided which means the 

candidate is doing what this style of exam question is set up to do. 

The response finishes a little abruptly and the contextual point about the American Dream needs a little 

further explanation. 

All in all, this is a very focused response to the task worth a mark in Level 6. 
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Question 3 

Candidates know this novella well and respond to its concerns usefully, sometimes even perceptively. It 

is studied by a number of centres so is not a minority interest and is clearly well taught, although centres 

would do well to return to the central design of Section A on this paper. A passage is provided and that 

needs to be more than just a starting point for candidates. It should be the main focus. 

There is a strong tendency with this text for candidates to just take a few details from the passage and 

devote most of their writing to the bigger picture of what Achebe is doing in Things Fall Apart and how it 

fits in with established literature such as Heart of Darkness and post-colonial theory. Immediately you 

can see that the students are well-informed and sometimes really wide-ranging, for instance pulling in 

Said’s Orientalism. Such responses are impressive but are privileging the second bullet point in the task 

brief. There is also the sense that the centres are doing A Level before they do AS as many of the 

answers would perform well at the higher level, where candidates can employ their own choice of 

material in response to rather open and general prompts. 

Misconception: whole text rather than close passage study 

 

There is a real sense that candidates are doing more than they need to for AS Level but not 

really what they should be involved with, i.e. engaging with the extract. The candidates are 

not marked punitively, but they could score more highly if they interrogated the extract more 

finely. However, it is recognised that such candidates may be halfway on a journey towards 

the final destination of A Level and the centre has looked ahead or dedicated its teaching time 

to the novella considering it with a large view rather than wanting to teach it twice – once with 

an AS lens and then again with A Level in sight. The advice here is to push candidates by all 

means but make them aware of the precise focus of the AS exam which for Section A is a 

passage study within the context of a whole text understanding. 
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Question 4 

No responses were seen to this question. 

 

Question 5 

No responses were seen to this question. 

 

Question 6 

No responses were seen to this question. 
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Section B overview 

Section B provides opportunities for candidates to use their learning but also their personal critical views. 

Three of the collections were studied and responses could be said to be more traditional on William 

Blake and Emily Dickinson and more reader-response on Carol Ann Duffy. The Rapture responses are 

usually refreshing in their individuality but points sometimes could be explained further as more 

successful responses tended to “make connections and observations at a very quick rate. The scripts on 

Blake and Dickinson offered a reader more of what one might expect from a poetry response. They 

could, however, develop points so that, to give two examples, there is more of an exploration than a 

stating of rhyme schemes (Blake) or dashes (Dickinson). 

Some candidates wanted to go more broadly than the two given poems which is acceptable if such 

intratextuality is kept at the level of comparative mentions rather than extended comment. It is the same 

issue that was reported on with respect to Section A; the question asks candidates to scrutinise the 

material provided on the exam paper rather than just use it as a springboard to areas of the candidates’ 

choosing. 

 

Question 7 

This task was usefully done by candidates. Many took the expected route of considering an Innocence 

versus an Experience poem and had background knowledge to say sensible things. More able students 

looked for ambivalence in the images (particularly in “Introduction”) and considered rhyme schemes and 

variations in these. The poems were usually equally treated, but contextual material was often different. 

Candidates looked at religious connotations in the imagery in “Introduction” and the social-historical 

situation in “Holy Thursday” although ideas about Easter week, washing of feet, Maundy Thursday were 

not mentioned specifically. 
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Exemplar 2 
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The essay begins with an interesting introduction which creates interest for the upcoming discussion. 

The long second paragraph provides much detail on “Introduction” although strict accuracy of expression 

escapes the candidate at times. The interpretation is tentative but is personal. 

A connection is made to “Holy Thursday” at the start of the next paragraph and then the candidate 

maintains a comparative focus. 

The candidate has some contextual comments, but is more interested exploring techniques such as 

symbolism, semantic fields, verb usage and how different types of nouns are employed. The last 

paragraph deals with rhyme and rhythm, but there is only space for a few overview comparative 

comments. 

Sentence control and surface accuracy could be better, but the response deserves its place in Level 5 as 

there is security in the links made and clear and well developed critical analysis. The promise of the 

introduction has not been specifically explored in the essay as the candidate has focused more on 

forging connections and considering the shaping of meaning. These features meet the dominant 

Assessment Objectives of AO2 and AO4. 
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Question 8 

This was the least popular option of the three poetry collections studied. Candidates made a good 

attempt of answering on “There’s a certain Slant of Light”, which although oblique has surfaced at GCSE 

level so may have been pleasingly familiar to candidates if they worked with the OCR specification at 

Key Stage 4 as well as Key Stage 5. There was personal interpretation applied to “Going to Heaven!”, 

candidates liking the enthusiasm and humour and focusing well on punctuation. 

Centres delivering this text would have benefitted from a greater use of comparison and a less 

fragmented approach to the discussion. They also needed a greater range of stylistic exploration. 

 

Question 9 

No responses were seen to this question. 

 

Question 10 

No responses were seen to this question. 

  



OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in English Language and Literature (EMC) - H074/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 19 © OCR 2025 

Question 11 

About half the centres offered Rapture as the poetry text for their candidates. Answers were not 

predictable which was refreshing and there was a strong impression of students making meaning for 

themselves and forging their own connections between the texts. Candidates drew significance from the 

position of the poems in the collection and usually employed biographical context in their responses. 

Essays could have demonstrated more structure in their composition and sometimes were a little 

unbalanced in their treatment, but it was clear that the poems had been well taught and candidates were 

interested in the progression of emotion. 
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Exemplar 3 
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This is a full response from a candidate with much knowledge and responsivity. Unlike many candidates’ 

responses, this essay has a plan and towards the end of the response we see another plan assembled 

for the prose answer. This candidate did the poetry first which is acceptable; both tasks offering an equal 

amount of marks. 

The candidate looks at both texts in the opening paragraph, albeit a little clumsily. A glance at the 

paragraph starts for the subsequent units of text reveals that the focus on connection or contrast 

continues throughout. The candidate talks about what the poems do and also what Duffy 

intends/achieves. The transition between these two modes of reference can be a little awkward, 

There is a range of stylistic devices under discussion and the candidate has high order linguistic 

knowledge (epistemic modality, spatial deixis, parallelism, premodification) as well as discussion of more 

standard language features (anaphora, concrete nouns, dynamic verbs, syntax, phonology and so on). 

The discussion has detail and perception. It is not only about the two poems but the collection Rapture 

and the genre of romantic verse. 

There are some spelling solecisms and missing commas. However, the exploration is mature and 

thoughtful showing excellent understanding and perception. It is secure in Level 6. 
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Question 12 

No responses were seen to this question. 
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