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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the exam paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Unit 25 series overview

Once again, we saw evidence of substantial research having been carried out in relation to the pre-
release material. While all three research articles were accessed the most popular by far was research
article B: What is the effect of intergenerational activities on the well-being and mental health of older
people. Research article C was the least favoured.

Within Section A many candidates were able to demonstrate their considerable knowledge of ethical
practices.

Within Section B candidates were able to show their understanding of appropriateness, trustworthiness
and reliability applied to their chosen secondary sources.

The extended pages within the exam paper booklet were used well; with most candidates signposting
their additional answers accurately.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e understood how a randomised controlled trial ¢ had limited knowledge on how a randomised

could be used controlled trial could be used

e were able to discuss ethical practices ¢ were only able to identify ethical practices

¢ addressed the command word of analyse ¢ only considered pros when addressing the
effectively by providing both pros and cons command word of analyse

e were able to identify both advantages and e provided evaluation points for locating sources
disadvantages when locating secondary applied to library searches, seemingly
sources applied to library searches confusing selection with locating

e were able to extract out the requirements for ¢ we’re not able to extract out the requirements
Question 2 (d), findings, conclusions, for Q2d and only focused on findings
reference to research question or hypothesis

and judgements on findings ¢ only provided positives when evaluating the

reliability of their secondary sources.

e gave both positives and negatives when
evaluating the reliability of their secondary
sources.
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Question 1 (a)
1 Hospitals use a variety of different drugs to treat pain.

Patients in a hospital are participating in a study to assess the effectiveness of a new drug for
pain relief.

(a) State three purposes for carrying out this study.

This was generally a well answered question. The specification reference for this question is 1.2. The
most common answers were to improve outcomes, to measure the impact and to establish an evidence
base for pain management. The most common error was in stating to identify the needs of the patients;
through the stem of the question, it was already ascertained that the needs of the patients was pain
relief.

Centres should encourage their candidates to use the stem when developing their answers.

Question 1 (b) (i)*
(b)

(i)* Describe how a randomised controlled trial could be used for this study.

We saw a wide variety of answers for this question. Many candidates had significant knowledge on how
a randomised controlled trail (RCT) could be used and effectively wrote about blind and double blind
trials, the use of a placebo, the gathering of quantitative data through standardised instructions and the
need to compare the data from the control group and the experimental group. Those who applied their
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answers to pain relief were able to be credited marks at Level 3. If a stem is given within a question
centres should direct their candidates to make sure that they address this within their answers.

In contrast to these well-developed answers, we saw many that were unable to describe how a RCT
could be used, many answers purely focused on the monitoring of the patients and were unable to
describe key procedures within randomised controlled trials.

Exemplar 1

Exemplar 1 was awarded Level 2,4 marks. They provided a sound description.
The key points that they provided were:

There were two groups

One group was the experimental group who would have the drug to treat pain

One group was the control group who would be given the ‘fake’ drug — BOD was given for fake
The results would be collected and comparisons made.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

(i) The table shows statements about other research methods that could be suitable for this study.

Complete the table by deciding whether each statement is True (T) or False (F).

Statement True (T) or False (F)

A questionnaire about existing pain relief drugs could be given to
patients as part of the primary research. | Ll

Informal observation of hospital practice could be used to gather
quantitative data.

Journals and reviews about drugs for pain relief could be used as
a primary research method. |

[3]

A significant number of candidates were able to score full marks for this question.
Most candidates correctly identified statement 1 as being true.

Many candidates gave a correct identification for statements 2 and 3.

Assessment for learning

Candidates could develop their own true and false statements for the research methods
within 2.2 in the specification and test their peers:

2.2 Research methods

primary methods - experimental method (Randomised Controlled Trial) /
survey/questionnaire / observation - formal and informal / interviews - structured, semi
structured, unstructured / focus groups / case study / action research

secondary methods - literature review / journals / books / other documentary sources -
government organisations / published statistics - census data / government statistics, e.g.
ONS, DH, DfE
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Question 1 (c)*

(c)* Discuss how the research team could maintain good ethical practices when carrying out the
randomised controlled trial.

This was a well answered question. Many candidates were able to discuss key points applied to many
varied ethical practices. The most common ethical practices addressed were informed consent,
anonymity and confidentiality, the right to withdraw, providing benefits and maintaining transparency and
integrity.

The main error seen was in candidates only identifying the ethical practices, and not to address the
command word of discuss.
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Question 2 (a)*

2 This question relates to the pre-release material and your secondary research.

State your chosen research article.

a)* In response to your chosen article, analyse how you used your secondary sources to enable you
: Yy _ y y y y
to write good research questions.

Those that understood this question were able to reflect on the aspects given within the specification;
relevant, manageable in scope, original / interesting, answerable and clear.

A main error was in not addressing the command word of analyse; most candidates only provided pros.
This limited the number of marks that could be awarded.

If the question is asking specifically about the candidate’s research question it is good practice to
incorporate this into their answer. Centres should encourage their candidates to do this.

Another common error seen was in candidates providing results and research methods within their
secondary sources; they did not address the focus of the question.
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Question 2 (b) (i)

(b) Library searches are used for locating secondary sources.
When carrying out secondary research for your chosen article:

(i) Identify two advantages of using library searches.

The most common answers were easily accessible, having a wide range of sources available and
access to a professional librarian.

The most common error seen was in candidates addressing how they would select sources, i.e. were
they peer reviewed or did they show bias.

Question 2 (b) (ii)

(ii) Identify one disadvantage of using library searches.

The most common answers seen were that library searches were time consuming, and many sources
may be out of date.

Assessment for learning

Differentiating between selecting and locating secondary sources — specification references
3.1and 3.2

Complete a mix and match activity using past paper mark schemes
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Question 2 (c)*

(c)* In response to your chosen article, discuss how you considered appropriateness and
trustworthiness when selecting your secondary sources.

The main error seen in this question was in candidates not differentiating between appropriateness and
trustworthiness, this meant that answers could only be placed into Level 1. For example, if a candidate
stated that a source was up to date this would apply to appropriateness but not to trustworthiness. When
faced with a question that has different aspects to address, good practice would be to develop two
separate paragraphs.

The most common answers for appropriateness were being linked to the pre-release material, not
showing bias and the accessibility of language.

The most common answers for trustworthiness were peer reviewed, ethical principles being explicit and
that the authors were experts in their field.
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Exemplar 2 was awarded Level 3 5 marks; the answer provided a detailed discussion of how secondary
sources were selected covering both appropriateness and trustworthiness. The candidate clearly
differentiated between the two.

For trustworthiness the points they made were applied to being peer reviewed and having statistical
evidence to support the claims made.

For appropriateness the points they made were applied to the relevance linked to mental health in older
people, the use of terminology that was appropriate to read and that the source(s) were up to date.

Question 2 (d)*

(d)* In response to your chosen article, present your findings and draw conclusions to include:

+ reference to research question or hypothesis
* judgements on findings or evidence

This was a complex question to answer and those that worked out the requirements of the question
fared well. In essence this question required the following to be addressed:

1) Findings

2) Conclusions

3) Reference to research question or hypothesis
4) Judgements on findings or evidence

Most candidates were able to provide findings. Far fewer candidates were able to give their judgements
on these findings. Those that did make judgements picked up on small sample sizes, addressed the
effectiveness / ineffectiveness of the research methods used and gave their own opinion on the findings.

Conclusions were often given but many candidates just re stated some of their findings; conclusions
should be made with reference to the research question or hypothesis.

A key error found was in candidates simply describing the methodology used within their secondary
sources; no further comments were given on the effectiveness or even the weaknesses of the
methodology adopted.
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Exemplar 3
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This answer was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

This candidate stated their research question; How did COVID affect elderly mental health and well-
being?

The findings given within this answer were limited — they stated that many did experience depression
and that this was due to grief or isolation.

The judgements provided were much more comprehensive and it was these comments that pushed the
marks awarded into Level 2. They talked about the small samples size and that some of the research
was unethical due to participants not being informed. Another secondary source was ethical due to
having had ethics committee approval.

While they did not state a conclusion, they did acknowledge that there was room for further research.
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Question 2 (e) (i)

(e) Inresponse to your chosen article, state one implication of your findings for each of the following:

(i) practitioners or professionals

..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

The most common answers were training and working hours.

Question 3 (e) (ii)

(ii) government policy
..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

The most common answers were funding and specific resources that would be needed.

Question 2 (f)*

(f)* Evaluate your secondary research sources with reference to their reliability.
..................................................................................................................................................... [6]

Many candidates were able to provide positives applied to the reliability of their secondary sources.
Fewer candidates were able to provide any negatives. Only providing positives limited the number of
marks that could be awarded to 3.

The most common positives given were being peer reviewed, the use of academic search engines and
websites, and giving comment on the research method that was used.

The most common negatives given were the use of socially desirable answers, conformation bias and
having a small sample size and thus low generalisability.

The most common error seen was in stating that the secondary sources used were up to date.
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Question 2 (g) (i)
(g) With reference to your secondary research:

(i) Identify one area that requires further research.

Many candidates applied their answers to the pre-release material:
A —to increase the sample size
B — To look at different activities as some of the set activities were not appropriate

C — To have a greater focus of the academic aspect applied to HRQOL

Question 2 (g) (ii)

(ii) Describe how an alternative research method could be used to obtain further evidence.

Most candidates were able to provide an alternative research method; they were then able to describe
how this would generate further evidence. We saw both primary and secondary methods.
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sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a senior
assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our courses are delivered live
via an online platform, so you can attend from any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

» gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find the link to the Online courses under
the Assessment or Training tab — hover over
Assessment or Training on the horizontal menu
and select Online courses from the dropdown.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

We recommend all teachers complete the module
on Online courses — NEA for their subject. These
courses provide subject-specific information about
course content; how to prepare for planning,
marking and submitting; and support with
understanding the marking criteria.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

» the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?

If you have any queries, please contact our
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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