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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 1 series overview 

Most candidates were able to attempt all of the questions, giving them the opportunity to demonstrate 

what they could achieve. 

 
The higher-scoring candidates found these items of content the most challenging:  

• carrying out calculations involving large numbers (Question 1 (b))  

• where the specific detail required was embedded within a question  
(Questions 4 (a) (i), 5 (c) (ii) and 5 (c) (iii)).  

 
Competency was particularly evident when:  

• providing reasoned conclusions or interpretations based on information provided or calculated 
(Questions 1 (b), 2 (a) (iii), 5 (b) (ii) and 6 (a) (iii)) 

• carrying out multi-calculation problem solving activities (Question 1 (b))  

• creating simple spreadsheet formulae (Question 3 (c) (ii))  

• calculating or estimating probabilities (Question 6 (b)).  

 

The lower-scoring candidates found these pieces of content the most challenging:  
 

• rounding to a specified degree of accuracy (Questions 6 (a) (i) and 6 (a) (ii))  

• carrying out multi-calculation problem solving activities (Question 1 (b)) 

 
The examination instructions state: ‘Give your final answers to a degree of accuracy that is appropriate 
to the context’. Notably, there is an expectation that money (£) should be given correct to two decimal 
places.  
 
Other instances that may result in mark loss, essentially because of less successful technique rather 
than lack of knowledge and understanding, include:  
 

• incomplete or ambiguous crossing out of work  

• incorrect use or omission of units  

• digits not clearly written, leading to ambiguous working and responses  

• not reading what the question is asking for; an example of this is Question 1 (a) (iii): ‘Determine if the 
campaign was worthwhile’. To gain the final mark, there must be a clear decision shown in response 
to the question.  

 

The commentaries and exemplars that follow are applicable to both H868/01 and H869/01. 
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Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• approached extended problem solving 
questions logically, and clearly presented their 
responses requiring reasoned conclusions and 
interpretations in Questions 1 (b), 2 (a) (iii),  
5 (b) (ii) and 6 (a) (iii) 

• fully read and understood the question to 
make sure that their responses fully addressed 
the question asked in Questions 2 (a) (iii),  
4 (a) (i) and 5 (c) (ii). 

• did not apply logical processes to reach 
conclusions in extended problem solving in 
Question 1 (b) 

• did not provide a decision or reasoned 
explanation in Questions 1 (a) (iii), 2 (b) and  
5 (b) (ii) 

• did not demonstrate an understanding of 
spreadsheet notation in Question 3 (c) (ii). 
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Question 1 (a) (i) 

Candidates generally answered this question well. 

 

Question 1 (a) (ii) 

This question was generally answered well. 

 

Question 1 (a) (iii) 

Candidates generally answered this well. Where marks were lost, this was due to an incorrect calculation 

of the number of conversions or because candidates did not provide a decision as to whether the 

campaign was worthwhile. 
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Question 1 (b) 

Approaches to this question varied, with some candidates attempting to calculate the number of views 

for each person over the age of 14 and some opting to calculate the cost of the campaign based on 5000 

views per day. Both approaches were successful. Where marks were lost, this was often due to errors in 

calculations relating to billions or millions. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should have a clear understanding of methods of working with large numbers and 

the relationship between millions and billions.  

 

OCR support 

 

Section check in tests feature questions on a single section of the specification and can be 

used as formative assessments. 

For support with standard form and working with large numbers, download the Exponentials 

section check in test from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

https://teachcambridge.org/item/e323ba67-bb62-4d4f-9f87-61221ebffe0f
https://teachcambridge.org/item/e323ba67-bb62-4d4f-9f87-61221ebffe0f
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Question 2 (a) (i) 

Candidates generally answered this question well by interpreting the data in the chart. 
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Question 2 (a) (ii) 

Candidates generally answered this well. Where marks were lost, candidates had calculated a range of 

times rather than the requested ‘last lived’. 

Exemplar 1 

In this exemplar, the candidate has based their calculation on the maximum rind thickness. This would 

identify when tools were first made and, potentially, when people first lived in the region. 

 

Question 2 (a) (iii) 

Many candidates provided conclusions relating to tools rather than people. In many cases, there was a 

lack of understanding of the difference between a conclusion and a justification. 

Exemplar 2 
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This response focuses entirely on the age of the tools and makes no reference to the people who lived in 

the region. 

 

Question 2 (b) 

In many cases, marks were lost due to applying the ±25% margin of error to the dates of humans rather 

than the estimation of obsidian rind dating. 
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Question 2 (c) (i) 

This was generally answered well. Where the mark was lost, it tended to be that the candidate had not 

appreciated the need to ensure a balance of readings on both sides of the line or curve. 
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Question 2 (c) (ii) 

Where marks were lost, these tended to be either the incorrect calculation of the rind thickness or by the 

use of a calculation, rather than their line of best fit, to estimate the age. 
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Question 3 (a) (i) 

Candidates generally answered this question well. 

 

Question 3 (a) (ii) 

This was generally well answered. Where marks were lost, this was usually as a result of not providing a 

decision as to whether halving ticket prices always doubles the number of users.  
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Question 3 (b) (i) 

Candidates generally answered this question well. 

 

Question 3 (b) (ii) 

Responses to this question varied, with many candidates demonstrating full understanding. Where 

marks were lost, this was often due to a lack of accurate supporting calculations. 

 



OCR Level 3 Certificate in Core Maths A (MEI) - H868/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 16 © OCR 2025 

Question 3 (c) (i) 

In many cases, marks were lost due to applying the ±2% margin of error to use of the formula rather than 

the data extracted from the demand curve. 

 

Question 3 (c) (ii) 

This question was generally not well answered. Many candidates did not include spreadsheet notation in 

their responses.  
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Exemplar 3 

In this exemplar, the candidate has, correctly, used the ‘=’, ‘+’ and ‘Ʌ’. However, ‘×’ has been used to 

indicate multiplication rather than ‘’. 

OCR support 

 

Practical spreadsheet activities to develop understanding of simple formulae can be 

downloaded from Teach Cambridge: 

Notes on the pre-release data set 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/item/450bd447-d966-4ddd-99ef-038df517b279
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Question 4 (a) (i) 

While a large number of candidates answered this question correctly, most did not appreciate that the 

required calculation was for only one year rather than 37. 

 

Question 4 (a) (ii) 

A significant number of candidates did not gain full marks on this question as they did not specify 

whether the figure provided for net CO2 was an emission or a capture. 
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Question 4 (b) (i) 

Responses to this question generally achieved maximum marks. Where marks were lost, this was as a 

result of an incorrect calculation of the area of the woodland. 

 

Question 4 (b) (ii) 

Responses to this question were generally correct. Where marks were lost, this was as a result of an 

incorrect calculation of the litres of petrol used, or because candidates did not appreciate that the 

question required an estimation or approximation. 
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Question 4 (b) (iii) 

Candidates generally answered this question well, although a number did not appreciate that the 

calculation of CO2 emitted related to only one car. 

 

Question 5 (a) (i) 
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This was generally well answered. 

 

Question 5 (a) (ii) 

Candidates generally answered this question well, although a significant number did not achieve full 

marks because they did not explain their method of calculation. 

 

Question 5 (a) (iii) 

Responses to this question varied, with some candidates obtaining maximum marks. Where marks were 

lost, this was due to a lack of understanding that the required answer related to the overall mixture rather 

than the number of grams of salt included.  
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Question 5 (b) (i) 

Responses to this question generally achieved maximum marks. Where marks were lost, this was as a 

result of not calculating the saltiness of crisps at the start (Month 0). 
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Question 5 (b) (ii) 

Although many candidates demonstrated appropriate calculations, marks were lost by either not 

providing a conclusion or by providing a conclusion which was not consistent with their calculations. 
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Question 5 (c) (i) 

This question was correctly answered by the majority of candidates with reference to the lack of 

awareness of the experiment or potential health issues. 
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Question 5 (c) (ii) 

Responses varied, with a number of explanations relating to the sweetness, although the question 

specified ‘other explanations’. In a number of cases, the two responses given were similar, e.g. ‘they like 

gold wrappers’ and ‘they do not like green wrappers’. 

 

Question 5 (c) (iii) 

While the majority of responses were appropriate, a number referenced liking/disliking the level of 

sweetness. 

 

Question 6 (a) (i) 

Candidates generally answered this question well. Where marks were lost, this was usually due to not 

rounding to the degree of accuracy specified in the question.  
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Question 6 (a) (ii) 

This was generally answered well. Where marks were lost, this was usually due to candidates not 

rounding to the degree of accuracy specified in the question.  

 

Question 6 (a) (iii) 

Although many candidates provided appropriate responses, marks were lost either by not providing a 

conclusion or by providing a conclusion without supporting figures. 
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Question 6 (a) (iv) 

This question was correctly answered by the majority of candidates. 
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Question 6 (a) (v) 

This question was correctly answered by the majority of candidates. 

 

Question 6 (b) 

This question was correctly answered by many candidates. Where marks were lost, this was often due to 

the inclusion of the new patient in the calculations, whereas the question states ‘other patients’. 
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