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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

Please note: OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Psychology (J203) will no longer be funded in Wales 

for new learners after 30 September 2026. Please check the Qualifications in Wales portal (QiW) for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
https://www.qiw.wales/
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Paper 1 series overview 

J203/01 is one of two examination papers which follow the same structure in terms of sections, skills and 

patterns of questions. This paper focuses on the topics of Criminal Psychology, Development and 

Psychological Problems as well as assessing Research Methods through asking candidates to plan and 

design an investigation.  

To do well on this paper, candidates need to have a broad and detailed knowledge of the content, 

especially with reference to theories and studies. The ability to apply knowledge and understanding to 

novel sources and scenarios is also important for success. Lastly, candidates’ evaluation skills need to 

be evident and to be effective to achieve the higher marks on this paper. Candidates who did well on this 

paper were able to demonstrate the range of psychological skills assessed through this GCSE including 

mathematical ability. Candidates who did less well often showed limited knowledge of key ideas and 

found application of understanding a challenge. Their attempts to evaluate sometimes lacked focus or 

were vague. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• provided a contextualised, well-structured and 
evaluative response to Question 14 

• demonstrated sound knowledge of 
correlational and mathematical concepts 

• showed clear understanding of how care in the 
community impacted society 

• evaluated in context 

• showed good understanding of research 
methods in context. 

• gave general or vague responses to extended 
questions such as Questions 7, 10, 11 and 13 
(b) 

• demonstrated poor understanding of key 
evaluative concepts 

• gave responses that lacked contextualisation 
throughout 

• demonstrated poor understanding of research 
methods. 
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Section A overview 

Generally, in this section, Cooper and Mackie’s research knowledge was general and unspecific. Scatter 

diagrams seemed to have improved this series. However, titles remain all too often missing. Relating 

Eysenck to crime challenged a good proportion of candidates. 

 

Question 1 (a) 

Most candidates answered this correctly with B. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

Most candidates answered this correctly with A. 
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Question 1 (c)  

Most candidates answered this correctly with D. 
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Question 2 (a) (i)  
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Most candidates successfully constructed a scatter graph. However, many candidates did not provide an 

appropriate title. 

 

Question 2 (a) (ii)  

Most candidates correctly ticked ‘No correlation’. 

 

Question 2 (b)  

Most candidates correctly identified that the graph did not support Social Learning Theory (SLT), but 

many candidates just stated that there was no correlation. Rather than explaining how the results 

demonstrated that SLT wasn’t support, i.e. We would expect violent acts to increase as more violent 

cartoons were watched.  

Exemplar 1  

This exemplar shows a good response to this question that was given full marks. 
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Question 3  

Most candidates only got 1 mark here, often not addressing both sides of the question.  

Exemplar 2 

This exemplar demonstrates how a candidate demonstrated enough knowledge to gain both marks. 

 

Question 4 (a)  

This was generally well-answered by most candidates. 
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Question 4 (b)  

Many responses were either very vague or incorrect. Candidates need to fully contextualise responses 

here. 

OCR support 

 

Teachers and candidates are advised to check study findings/details using core studies 

guides that OCR produce. For this study, Core Studies Guide 1 will help.  

 

Question 4 (c) 

Many candidates approached this question in a vague or unfocused manner. Specifically, construct or 

ecological validity need to be addressed, preferably directly. 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/308616-guide-to-core-studies-1.pdf
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Question 5 (a) 

Most candidates correctly answered this question. 

 

Question 5 (b) 

Most candidates could explain that extroverts were outgoing and sociable. However, the second mark 

using context from the question, i.e. she loves going to parties, etc., was often missed. 
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Question 5 (c) 

Many candidates confused elements of Eysenck’s theory, often mixing up psychoticism with 

extroversion. 

OCR support 

 

Teachers and candidates are advised to check study findings/details using core studies 

guides that OCR produce. For this area, A Guide to Key Theories will help – this can be 

accessed through your Teach Cambridge account . 

 

https://teachcambridge.org/item/8fc4a92f-8663-41f7-a5e2-3edac5aef28a
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Section B overview 

Knowledge of care in the community was sound, but candidates need to focus on how it impacts society 

not just the individual. Mathematics in this section tended to be strong, but candidates are to be 

encouraged to gain a clearer understanding of how anti-depressants work. 

 

Question 6 (a) 

Most candidates answered this correctly with A. 

 

Question 6 (b) 

Most candidates answered this correctly with C. 
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Question 6 (c) 

Most candidates answered this correctly with C. 

 

Question 7 

There were many well-developed responses to this question. However, candidates who did not get full 

marks tended to either provide repetitive points or focused on the effect on the individual rather than 

society as a whole. 
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Question 8 (a) 

Most answers were correct, with occasional errors or omissions of writing to one significant figure. 

 

Question 8 (b) 

Most candidates answered correctly and get the full 2 marks. 
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Question 9 (a)  

Most candidates answered this correctly. 

 

Question 9 (b)  

Most candidates answered this correctly. 

 

Question 9 (c)  

Most candidates answered this correctly. 
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Question 10 

Most candidates could identify correct criticisms, but many did not expand on these in the context of the 

theory for the second mark per point. 

 

Question 11 

Many responses here were lacking. It is recommended that candidates learn the process of how anti-

depressants work – for example SSRI’s. Learning the process as a flow chart and then writing it out 

would hopefully result in improvements in this area. 
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Section C overview 

Sound knowledge was demonstrated in this section. However, Piaget’s criticisms remained a challenge 

for many candidates. Question 14 was the most challenging question on the paper; candidates should 

be encouraged to answer with a clear structure and direct focus on the question asked. 

 

Question 12 (a)  

Most candidates answered this correctly with B. 

 

Question 12 (b)  

Most candidates answered this correctly with A. 
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Question 12 (c)  

Most candidates answered this correctly with C. 

 

Question 13 (a)  

Most responses correctly identified a stage, but candidates often merely stated concepts from the stage 

rather than explain them to get the second mark. 

 

Question 13 (b)  
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Most candidates could identify correct criticisms but did not expand on these in the context of the theory 

for the second mark per point. 

 

Question 13 (c)  

Most candidates answered this correctly. 

 

Question 14 

There was the full spread of marks in this question, and often it was the AO3 marks that were accessed 

less often. Many candidates clearly displayed good knowledge of Blackwell and one other study. 

However, evaluation points did not directly address the question and often were very general.  
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Exemplar 3 
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This exemplar demonstrates a good response at a high level. Full marks were given for AO1, with two 

good study descriptions and 5 AO3 marks due to a good and focused evaluation related to correlations 

and their usefulness. 
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Section D overview 

Research methods remain challenging for some students. Context is often missed, with many 

candidates providing generic responses. Candidates could gain marks by relating responses to the given 

scenario in more detail. 

 

Question 15 

Many candidates explained samples rather than target populations for this question. 

 

Question 16 (a) 

Most candidates answered this correctly. 
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Question 16 (b)  

Many candidates did not directly address the question here, either evaluating or being very 

vague/uncontextualised. 

 

Question 17 

This was generally well-answered by candidates, with lack of context being the main shortcoming. 
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Question 18 

Some candidates still answered relating to social desirability. Candidates are encouraged to make sure 

they carefully read the question before answering. Again, context was often lacking in this question. 

 

Question 19 

This was generally well-answered, but some candidates confused random and opportunity sampling. 

Candidates should be encouraged to clearly state the sampling method in their response, as this was 

missing from many responses. 
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Question 20 

This was generally well-answered. Candidates should be reminded to talk about informed consent, not 

just consent, in future series. 

 

Question 21 

This question was generally well-answered and contextualised. 
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