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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 2 series overview

Candidates were, in the main, well prepared for this examination.

More successful candidates allocated time effectively and answered all the questions, using the space
provided in the booklet for each question to pace their responses effectively. Successful responses
would usually avoid lengthy introductions, instead launching straight into answering the question. They
would avoid discussing irrelevant areas of the theoretical framework.

Fewer candidates did not complete the paper than in previous years, but some seemed to struggle to
maintain momentum towards the end of the paper.

There were many typed scripts this year. Some candidates hand wrote the responses to Questions 1
and 6 in the paper booklet then typed out the rest of their responses on separate sheets, which was
unhelpful. Some candidates typed out the questions or spent too long on earlier questions and this often
led to time issues.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e answered all ten questions e did not complete the paper (especially
Questions 9 and 10)

e answered questions from previous exam
papers

o focused on closely answering the question

e analysed the specific media area(s)
required for each question
o confused representation and media

¢ showed good knowledge and language analysis

understanding of contemporary media

contexts (for Question 9) and the radio e showed limited knowledge and
and newspaper industries understanding of contemporary media
. contexts and the radio and newspaper
e constructed clear and logically structured . .
: . industries
lines of reasoning for extended responses
which were well substantiated. ¢ made incorrect or unsubstantiated
assertions, often based on personal
opinion.
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Section A overview

This section comprises a mix of knowledge and understanding (AO1) and analysis (AO2) questions,
including a comparative media language analysis of unseen products. Most candidates attempted all
these questions.

Question 1

1  State which one of the following regulates some newspapers and magazines:

. Ofcom
. IPSO
. BBFC

This proved to be one of the most accessible questions on the exam paper, with roughly three quarters
of candidates answering correctly. Ofcom was the most common incorrect response.

Question 2

2 Explain how two radio stations address the needs of their different audiences.

Those candidates with knowledge and understanding of the radio industry generally performed well on
this question, with a high proportion gaining the full four marks. Most candidates were able to name two
radio stations and many could explain how they met the needs of their audiences. A common choice was
to compare BBC Radio 1 with another BBC Radio station — often Radio 2, Radio 5 Live, Radio 1 Xtra, or
the BBC Asian Network — but local and commercial radio also featured. Some candidates handled the
question with general comments, but were unable to identify appropriate stations, sometimes treating
this as a question about uses and gratifications theory. The Radio 1 Live Lounge was most common as
one example, but BBC Radio 1 was sometimes used as the second example which was not rewarded.
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Exemplar 1
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This response earns the first two marks for knowledge by naming two radio stations then earns the
second two marks for understanding by explaining how Radio 1 and Radio 2 address the needs of their
audiences. The question did not require any statement of the demographics of these audiences,
although this is heavily implied in this response.
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Question 3

3 Explain how music videos use representations to promote their artists. Refer to the pair of music
videos you have studied from the list below.

1 Wheatus — Teenage Dirtbag / Avril Lavigne — Sk8er Boi
2 Beyoncé — Brown Skin Girl / The Lathums — I'll Get By
3  Arlo Parks — Hope / Harry Styles — Adore You

4  Tinie Tempah, Jess Glynne — Not Letting Go / Paloma Faith — Picking Up the Pieces
[10]

This question was generally answered competently, with 6 or 7 marks being the most common marks
given and very few responses in Level 1. The most successful responses combined explanation of
representations with how these served to promote the artists, but many concentrated on one rather than
the other.

There were still some media language analyses from candidates who were unclear about the distinction
between media language and representation, but fewer than in previous years. Target audience is not
required for music videos and this again proved sometimes a distraction although some candidates
made appropriate use of the concept of ‘ideal self or ‘ideal partner’ to link representations to appeal, as
this showed good focus on the representations.

The whole range of video choices were covered — although Wheatus and Avril Lavigne were most
frequently chosen — and all seemed to offer comparable opportunities to answer the question. It was
clear that occasionally too much time had been spent on one video to the detriment of its pair. There was
evident enjoyment in addressing this question.
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Exemplar 2

: - ) 11 .
v Se easie v*‘m,%ka‘”&l ........ LJ ...... Avel L avipe, Yere. .
34 S cleat....... ‘ ,_Frq,,jul"mhord ................. bolte. . Si-ef’?ﬁt:jp“’-wj ...... e é....ﬁ?.‘f!&i?fbf’"cu
.QL@(.?.&;Z?-.E:..L..‘.‘:}{.;{;S% ....... hself 3 shoun.. "Lerw\hﬂjp“dwsh
weals..oea alablway.ad s Mo 2wl s a beckwads o

) _
Yo 20005 | bub F abe . shoes. devione. b be. . cl;?]w} ..... pod.. oo lons
Yypreadly .. gopratyled . bde o adtmel o sk lypiend | erond.

8 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Media Studies - J200/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

hed | Bl bob speduiedes Mesbagde ol M (asse. AR K

cead ol Moo adee fl s Pvmiﬁjc«lfpﬂwchafﬂd@’ ........
deem e lasu ety | by, Meting.. bim o danser, beis
..... 3hw~‘>jfkcqmvf~\"’rsc-‘”l’“’/md‘jj
JF‘*’“‘{"‘Q ........ wfrind bk Lo e s shows et fo lossr
RV G- L T boe....loved and..... becaman Q.FP{M{.?'JT&E‘) ...............
LHerefore §.!~.«.>.‘:~.«.«.o.§ ........... AT € o "’)@c ...... o T o eser.  Tois
ARSIl headva PSS ORI PPV PR . 7% -
..... Cddof«d‘ﬁ@»A*V‘"jp@}ﬁve?oq.mﬂ'md'ﬂg,H'wd"

mu dience .

This response fits the descriptor in the mark scheme that ‘answers at the top of the Level 3 band will
explicitly address the ‘promote their artists’ aspect of the question with exemplification from both videos'.
The Sk8ter Boi analysis emphasises representation rather more successfully than that for Teenage
Dirtbag, the latter veering more into narrative and other media language elements, but there is enough
for nine marks. This response shows how to discuss promoting the artists without slipping into
speculation about the target audiences for the chosen videos, instead concentrating on the videos
themselves.
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Question 4
4 Refer to Extracts 1 and 2 in the insert.

Analyse two uses of stereotypes or anti-stereotypes in these extracts from MOJO and
BBC Music magazines.

This proved to be one of the most accessible questions on the exam paper, with most candidates
scoring three or four marks.

Some candidates were not aware that Patti Smith is a woman but still earned marks for effective
analysis.

Occasionally even strong candidates would confuse stereotypes with genre conventions. Some less
successful responses addressed the MOJO cover as a war magazine and some made unsubstantiated
claims about the audiences of classical music and opera. There was some crossover of response
between this and the following question with material duplicated and over-emphasis on media language.
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Question 5*

5* Refer to Extracts 1 and 2 in the insert.
How far does the media language in Extracts 1 and 2 reflect genre conventions?

In your answer you must:
» analyse the media language in Extracts 1 and 2 from MOJO and BBC Music magazines
+ make judgements and reach conclusions.
[13]

As usual, Question 5 proved to be one of the best discriminators on the paper, with those capable of
analysis on unseen extracts performing well. A surprising number of candidates did not answer this
question.

Most candidates understood genre conventions to refer to the conventions of rock and classical music,
but this was not a disadvantage as many did well with this approach. Some instead analysed the use of
music magazine conventions, which had the advantage of not having to make statements about different
types of music.

Less successful responses showed a lack of focus on conventions and tended to focus instead on
representation issues such as stereotypes. Time was often wasted on irrelevant discussion of target
demographic and description of whether the title of the magazine covers the main image or vice versa.
The most common media language error in this question is still the misidentification of serif and sans-
serif fonts. Some responses claimed that MOJO magazine had a ‘darker colour palette’, which implied a
pre-learned response rather than unseen analysis.
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Section B overview

This section comprises a mix of knowledge and understanding (AO1) questions and analysis (AO2)
questions. The AO1 Questions 6 and 7 asked about newspaper media industries and Question 10 asked
about the influence of media contexts on 1960s newspapers. The AO2 Questions 8 and 9 asked for
media language and representation analysis of three articles from the online Observer newspaper.
Question 9 was a synoptic question and also required application of knowledge and understanding of
contemporary media contexts.

Question 6

6 State which one of the following decides what The Observer writes:
+  the editor
+ the owner
+ the government.

This was incorrectly answered by over half the candidates. A substantial number thought that the
government decides, suggesting a lack of understanding of the role of press freedom. The most common
wrong answer was ‘the owner’ (incorrect, as The Observer has editorial independence).
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Question 7

7 Explain two advantages of publishing online newspapers over print newspapers.

This was the most accessible question on the paper, with over half the responses gaining four marks
and very few gaining zero or one mark. There were some very creative responses demonstrating a
broad understanding of the advantages to the publisher and the audience.
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Question 8
8 Referto Extracts 3, 4 and 5 in the insert.

Analyse two ways that the media language creates a less serious tone in Extract 4 compared to
the other extracts.

More successful responses to this question gave detailed analysis of the media language in one or more
extracts whereas less successful responses simply reproduced the content of the stories to illustrate
their seriousness or light-heartedness. Few responses did not make any points. The most common mark
earned was three marks for at least one example of media language linked to tone.

Exemplar 3
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This response earns the full five marks by effectively analysing both the creation of tone and (more than)
two uses of media language in the extracts, using specific examples and media language terminology.
The response could have been a bit shorter and still earned full marks.

Question 9*

9* Extracts 3, 4 and 5 are articles from the online Observer.
How far do these representations reflect media contexts?

In your answer you must:

« analyse the representations in the extracts
« refer to media contexts

* make judgements and reach conclusions.

You will be rewarded for drawing together elements from your full course of study.
[13]

This proved to be the most demanding question on the paper. It was — like Question 5 — a good
discriminator, testing the skill of analysis of unseen extracts. The most common overall mark, of those
who attempted the question, was nine marks for adequate analysis, judgements and conclusions. Some
of these responses concentrated on the contexts — citing consumerism for the dog clothing article,
multiculturalism or racism for the Kureishi article and a variety of contexts for the Amazon strike article
such as the cost of living crisis, poor working conditions in the modern economy or globalisation. Many
were able to allude to these with a less subject-specific vocabulary. Other responses analysed the
representations without linking to contexts. The most successful responses did both.

Some candidates responded as if this were Question 8; some media language analysis can be rewarded
in a synoptic question, but it should not crowd out the specific focus of the question. Some were
confused about the distinction between media contexts and The Observer's values (and were perhaps
answering a previous exam question). The least successful responses were descriptive and lacked
analysis.

Exam technique

Students should learn to treat Questions 8 and 9 as a pair: the media area addressed in one is likely to
be different from that addressed in the other, so they should work out which question has which focus
(or primary focus in the case of a synoptic question).

Misconception

Some candidates still refer to The Observer as a ‘magazine’.

The reference to media contexts in Question 9 is to contemporary media contexts and is not
an invitation to discuss 1960s Observer newspapers.
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Question 10

10 Explain how social and/or cultural contexts influenced the media language and representations in
newspapers from the 1960s such as The Observer. Refer to examples from the set newspapers
you have studied in your answer. [10]

This final question was generally answered at least competently within Level 2 — for coverage of at least
one context — and low Level 3 — for two contexts — being the most common marks. The requirement to
cover media language proved the discriminator in Level 3, with relatively few gaining nine or ten marks
by doing so, as the media language aspect of the question was absent from many responses.

Most candidates were able to offer examples of contexts which had clearly been studied in class. Less-
sophisticated responses did not link these to specific eras of newspaper. Some candidates wrote
generally about issues that arose in the 1960s without any reference to newspapers.
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