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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/


OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Latin - J282/03 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 4 © OCR 2025 

Paper 3 series overview 

This report relates to Latin GCSE Prose Literature B (J282 03), which includes the Cambridge Latin 

Anthology texts of Messalina and A day in the life of Pliny the Elder. 

The standard of the candidates’ work was impressive. The vast majority of the candidates had a good 

knowledge of the set text and they seemed to find the subject matter of the texts enjoyable to study. 

Some candidates, however, needed to have a more precise knowledge of the text and lacked the 

detailed knowledge required in some of the questions, particularly the 4 and 8 mark textual analysis 

questions. Candidates must be sure to quote the Latin when asked to do so and demonstrate to the 

examiner that they understand the meaning of the Latin. Below is a short summary of what is expected 

of each of the types of questions found in the Prose Literature B examination paper. 

Short Comprehension questions: these questions are generally worth 1 or 2 marks. Candidates 

should look carefully at the Latin lemma in the question to make sure that they are getting their response 

from the correct section of the Latin. These questions only require a short response and the number of 

lines provided in the exam paper should be sufficient for the candidate’s response. Where only one 

answer is required, candidates should avoid giving multiple responses. The first answer only will be 

marked.  

Empathetic questions: there are two of these questions in the paper. These questions require 

candidates to interpret from the Latin how a character in the text is feeling and then give a reason for 

their answer. Candidates should make sure that their response is not vague in either part of the 

question. They should give a specific feeling or emotion and back this up with evidence from the text. 

Personal response is required by candidates as the marks are given for AO3.  

4 mark analysis questions: there are two 4 mark analysis questions in the paper, one which includes a 

translation of the Latin and one which does not. When answering the question which has the translation 

included, candidates should comment only on the style of the Latin. However, when answering the 

question that does not have the translation, candidates can analyse both the style and content of the 

Latin. In both 4 mark questions, candidates must give a short, focused Latin quotation, make clear the 

meaning of the Latin, preferably by translating the quotation, and they must then explain how their 

chosen Latin quotation answers the question. Some candidates commented on the content of Latin in 

the 4 mark question which includes the translation, rather than the style of the Latin, and therefore 

dropped marks. Two responses are required for each question and candidates should avoid giving more 

than the required two answers. The first response only in each of the response spaces will be marked. 

Guidance is given in the mark scheme as to how examiners will mark questions where candidates have 

given more than the required number of responses. 

8 mark analysis question: there is one 8 mark analysis question in the paper, and this is usually the 

best differentiator of the paper. Candidates must analyse the passage of Latin, quoting the Latin, 

showing that they know the meaning of the Latin and explaining how each Latin quotation answers the 

question. In order to score in Level 4 (7-8 marks), candidates should aim to make five points, of which at 

least two should be style points. To score in Level 3 (5-6 marks) they should aim to make at least three 

or four points of which at least one is a style point. This means that if a candidate makes no style points 

at all in their response, their maximum score is four marks out of eight. This affected a small number of 

candidates who did not refer to the style of the Latin at all in their response. Some candidates also did 

not gain marks as they did not quote the Latin in some or all of their points. It states clearly in the 

question that candidates should refer to the Latin in their response. Candidates should aim to make five 

full points in this question to give them the greatest chance of scoring in the top level. These points 

should be detailed and should answer the question specifically, rather than being brief or vague. 

Although the quality of points is of the utmost importance, candidates who make five or more points are 
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most likely to have covered the text in sufficient breadth. However, the examiner is judging the response 

on both breadth and depth of points, so candidates who make fewer but more detailed points could 

potentially score in the highest level. 

10 mark overarching essay: The overarching 10 mark question was generally well answered and 

candidates seemed to have enjoyed the subject matter of the set texts. Candidates need to avoid vague 

responses. They should give their own personal response in order to answer the question and they 

should then back up their point with a specific reference to the text. Latin quotations are not required. 

Candidates should aim to refer to at least some parts of the texts that are not referred to in the exam 

paper; some candidates clearly looked back over the paper and referred only to the passages given in 

previous questions, and these responses tended to be limited in scope. These candidates would have 

scored more highly if they had referred more widely to different sections of the text. For the top level (9-

10 marks) candidates should aim to make at least six points. However, the marking is about both 

breadth and depth of points, so candidates who make fewer but more detailed points could potentially 

score in the highest level. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a good knowledge of the Latin set texts 

• quoted the Latin where necessary and 
ensured that their quotations were focused 
and concise 

• in the 4 mark question with the translation 
provided, they made style points only 

• made at least five full points, with Latin 
quotation, translation and analysis, in the 8 
mark question 

• made five to six full points in the 10 mark 
question, giving both their personal response 
and detailed examples from the text 

• in the shorter comprehension questions, they 
ensured that their response was taken from 
the line references and lemma given in the 
question 

• made sure they left themselves enough time to 
complete the final question of the paper, the 
10 mark overarching essay.  

 

• did not have a full understanding of the 
meaning of the Latin texts 

• did not include Latin quotations where asked 
to do so, i.e. in the 4 and 8 mark questions 

• gave vague responses in the 10 mark 
questions, without giving in-depth examples 
from the text 

• ignored the line references given in the 
questions 

• omitted words in the translation question or 
added in words that were not in the Latin. 
Added words were penalised as a ‘Harmful 
Addition’. 

• did not leave themselves enough time to 
complete the final question of the paper, the 
10 mark overarching essay. Some of the 10 
mark questions appeared to be rushed, with 
the candidates running out of time. 
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Question 1 (a)  

This was very well answered. Nearly every candidate scored full marks in this question. Some 

candidates omitted reference to ‘new’ or ‘mad’, which was required for the second mark. Candidates 

must be sure to translate all the potentially relevant material in the comprehension questions. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

This was very well answered. The common error was the omission of ‘from her marriage’ which was 

required for the mark. 
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Question 1 (c)  

This was also well answered. There were two possible answers which made this question more 

accessible. 

 

Question 1 (d)  

Another question that was well answered. However, some candidates only made one point in a question 

that is worth two marks. Candidates should look carefully at how many marks are available for a 

question and answer accordingly. 
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Question 2* 

The 8 mark question was generally the best differentiator of the paper. To score in the top level, 

candidates should aim to make approximately five points, of which at least two should be style points. 

Some candidates who made four excellent points scored in the top level, but the range of points of other 

candidates who had made only four points made it harder for them to score in the top level. Candidates 

should plan their response before writing to make sure they make the strongest points using the best 

Latin quotations. Some candidates wrote a general commentary on the passage without focusing on the 

question; points that were not directed at the question received little credit. A common error was for 

candidates to omit Latin quotations in their response. Content and style points are accepted in the 8 

mark question, so candidates can comment both on the content, examining what has happened in the 

passage which makes it particularly vivid, and on the style, examining how the author’s style of writing 

creates a vivid description of the affair. As with every question on the paper, a good knowledge of the 

Latin is necessary, and it was noted by examiners that a number of candidates’ translations of the Latin 

were incorrect, or the wrong section of Latin was quoted for the candidate’s translation. A good 

knowledge of the Latin is absolutely necessary. 
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Exemplar 1 

In this extract from the 8 mark question, the candidate has made two good points which both received 

full credit. The candidate has quoted the Latin for each point, has shown the examiner that they have 

understood the meaning of the Latin and has analysed their quotation in order to answer the question. 

Both points made are style points commenting on Tacitus’ use of litotes and the use of alliteration. 
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Question 3 (a)  

Many candidates omitted information from their response that was required according to the mark 

scheme. Candidates needed to refer to the fact that a ‘private’ interview was granted, and that the other 

concubine ‘confirmed’ what the first had said. Candidates must take care to include all relevant 

information in their response.  

 

Question 3 (b)  

A number of candidates gave more than one Latin word. Candidates should be careful to read the 

question carefully, which asks for ‘the Latin word’. A number of candidates did not know the Latin well 

enough and the Latin word they gave did not match up with their English translation. 

 

Pick the Latin word / phrase and translate 

Candidates should read the wording of this question carefully, as it varies from year to year. Sometimes 
candidates are required to provide a Latin phrase, sometimes (as in this year) a Latin word. This year, 
when a Latin word only was required, responses that gave a Latin phrase were automatically marked as 
incorrect, even if the correct Latin word was included in the phrase given. Reading the question carefully 
and methodically is essential. 
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Question 3 (c)  

This question was well answered. 

 

Question 4  



OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Latin - J282/03 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 12 © OCR 2025 

In the 4 mark question with no translation provided, both style and content points are accepted. 

Candidates should understand this distinction as it is sometimes easier for candidates to make content 

points. In the 4 mark questions candidates should quote the Latin, show that they know the meaning of 

the Latin, which will usually be by translating it, and they should then explain how their quotation 

answers the question: in this case, how their quotation shows the terrible situation Messalina was in. 

Some candidates quoted far too much of the Latin and such unfocused quotations did not gain credit. 

Some candidates also did not demonstrate that they knew the meaning of their Latin quote and therefore 

did not get credit for their quotation. Although relatively few lines are provided for their response, 

candidates should make sure that their analysis of the Latin is in sufficient depth to answer the question. 

Some candidates provided very little analysis other than the meaning of their Latin quotation. 

 

Misconception 

 

Some candidates were under the impression that they could give more than two points in this 

question, even though the question clearly states that only two points should be made. See 

the guidance below, given in the mark scheme, on how examiners mark questions where 

candidates have given multiple responses. 

‘Where candidates are required to provide a set number of short answer responses then only 

the set number of responses should be marked. The response space should be marked from 

left to right on each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been 

considered. The remaining responses should not then be marked. Examiners will have to apply 

judgement as to whether a ‘second response’ on a line is a development of the ‘first response’, 

rather than a separate, discrete response. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate is 

attempting to hedge their bets and therefore getting undue benefit rather than engaging with 

the question and giving the most relevant/correct responses.)’ 
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Exemplar 2 

In Exemplar 2 the candidate has made two good points, scoring full marks for each. In this 4 mark 

question (without the translation provided) both style and content points are admissible. The candidate 

has given two good content points, which clearly answer the question.  
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Question 5 
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The 4 mark analysis question with the translation provided proved once again to be the one of the most 

challenging questions on the entire paper. This question required candidates to analyse the style of the 

Latin, and content points were not accepted. Some candidates, and perhaps their teachers, did not seem 

aware that in this question only style points are permitted. There were plenty of style points available in 

this highly dramatic passage, but a sizeable minority of candidates referred to the content. Candidates 

should think carefully about the difference between style and content points. For example, a number of 

candidates commented on the use of the verb timebat. This was clearly a content point, rather than a 

comment on the style of the Latin. Candidates must think carefully about the distinction between style 

and content in this question. 

Misconception 

 

In the 4 mark questions where a translation is given, only style points are allowed. 
Candidates must not give content points as these will not be credited. A number of 
candidates also made more than two points in this question. Where more than one response 
has been given by the candidate in either response area, only the first answer will be marked. 
See the guidance in the mark scheme which clearly stipulates that candidates should get no 
advantage from giving more than the required number of responses.  
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Question 6 (a)  

This question was generally well answered. 

 

Question 6 (b)  

Most candidates answered this empathetic question correctly. Candidates must be sure to answer both 

parts of the question. They should give their own personal response about how Pliny felt about his uncle 

and they should then give evidence from the text to back up their point. 
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Question 6 (c)  

This was very well answered. Candidates should try to avoid overly literal translations, e.g. caelum in this 

context means ‘weather’ rather than the ‘sky’. 

 

Question 7  

The quality of the vast majority of responses in the translation question was impressive. Omissions were 

the commonest error, e.g. quoque and vale. The translation of quod in Line 3 caused problems. Some 

candidates confused has horas and omne tempus. 
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Question 8* 

Candidates had a good knowledge of the Messalina set text and seemed to enjoy the subject matter. 

The best responses were well planned and structured with the candidates backing up their personal 

opinions with evidence from the texts. Candidates did not gain marks if their references to the text were 

vague. Candidates should aim to develop their points with careful reference from the text. Some 

candidates answered with little reference to the question, giving a vague narrative of the set text. 

Candidates must think carefully about the demands of the question before answering and bear in mind 

that this question demands both personal response and detailed reference to the text. Latin quotations 

were not necessary, and a small number of candidates answered this question as if it were the 8 mark 

analysis question. In general this question was well answered and candidates took the opportunity to 

demonstrate both the breadth and depth of their knowledge. 
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Exemplar 3 

In this exemplar the candidate has made two good contrasting points. They have given their own 

personal response about who is more to blame for their downfall and they have backed this up with 

detailed reference to the text. In each point the candidate has made sure that they have used the 

evidence from the text in order to answer the question. 
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Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should be aware that in the 10 mark overarching question, marks are given for 

both AO2 and AO3. This means that candidates need to give both their own personal 

response in order to answer the question, and they also need to give in-depth references from 

the text in order to back up their own thoughts and opinions. Planning is essential in this 

question and the best responses are well structured, with each point clearly referring back to 

the question. 
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Copyright information 

Latin text comes from Cambridge Latin Anthology by Ashley Carter and Phillip Parr, ISBN: 0521578779 

© Cambridge School Classics Project, Cambridge Latin Anthology, Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear. 
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