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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 12 series overview

Candidates were well-prepared for this depth study on The English Reformation with Castles: Form and
Function. The majority of candidates demonstrated a good level of knowledge which they used to
address the questions clearly. The quality of responses varied, as would be expected, but very few
missed out questions and very few seemed to have run out of time, which was encouraging to note.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally: generally:
e demonstrated good knowledge of key ¢ did not focus on why specific events, such as
uprisings, especially the Pilgrimage of Grace the dissolution of the monasteries, led to
and Prayer Book Rebellion, with some able to rebellion

explain clear links between causes and events . . .
¢ made stock evaluations (e.g. ‘the source is

e showed the ability to evaluate sources with unreliable’) rather than precise, contextualised
contextual knowledge analysis incorporating their own knowledge

¢ understood Robert Dudley’s redesign of ¢ did not pay attention to the date parameters of
Kenilworth Castle and its symbolic purpose to questions

impress Elizabeth | ¢ did not develop valid inferences, particularly

e explained why changes at Kenilworth Castle from Source E, to draw stronger conclusions
were made and successfully linked these to about the castle’s changing role.
shifts in its function

¢ made supported inferences from Source D
about the castle’s defensive strength, using
contextual knowledge to add depth

e produced detailed, well-structured responses
that incorporated their own knowledge with
source material

¢ used details from Source E, supported by
contextual knowledge, to infer the castle’s
changing role as a residence and status
symbol.

OCR support

the horizontal menu within GCSE (9-1): History A on Teach Cambridge.

@ You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
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Section A overview

Candidates were well-prepared for the English Reformation section, demonstrating secure knowledge of
the key events and issues of the period. Most applied their understanding effectively to the demands of
the questions, with many able to draw on contextual knowledge to strengthen their responses. While the
quality of responses naturally varied, it was encouraging that nearly all candidates attempted each
question and managed their time well.

Question 1
The English Reformation ¢.1520—-c.1550

1 Explain why there were uprisings against Henry VIII and Edward VI's religious policies between
1534 and 1550. [10]

This question focused on the causes of uprisings in the Tudor period. To answer effectively, candidates
were required to explain two different reasons for rebellion, with many selecting the Pilgrimage of Grace
and the Prayer Book Rebellion. More successful responses, typically those at Levels 4 and 5,
demonstrated secure understanding by explaining the specific causes of each uprising, particularly
linking the Pilgrimage of Grace to the dissolution of the monasteries. A minority of candidates produced
highly effective answers that drew on detailed knowledge of the causes of the uprisings against Edward
VI in Cornwall.

A significant number of candidates reached Level 3 by identifying relevant uprisings, most commonly
citing the dissolution of the monasteries as a reason but were unable to fully explain why these events
provoked rebellion. Less successful responses tended to link the religious reforms of Henry VIII and
Edward VI or offered generalised statements such as ‘changed religion’. Some responses focused
heavily on Henry’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon and the break from Rome, without establishing a
clear link to the specific causes of uprisings. In some cases, candidates could name one or more
uprising but did not demonstrate a clear understanding of why they occurred.
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Exemplar 1

Examiners’ report
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The response in Exemplar 1 is placed in Level 3 for identifying the dissolution of monasteries as a cause
of uprisings to Henry VIII's religious policies but does not move beyond this due to a lack of analysis.
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Question 2
2 Study Sources A, B and C.

‘The Catholic Church was seriously threatened by opposition between ¢.1520 and 1534 .’

How far do Sources A, B and C convince you that this statement is correct?
Use the sources and your knowledge to explain your answer. [20]

(/) Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]

This question required candidates to evaluate three sources in order to assess the validity of the
statement. While many candidates were able to quote accurately from the extracts, a number struggled
to make effective use of the material to develop their responses. As a result, many responses were
placed into Level 3, although the quality within this band varied considerably. More successful answers
demonstrated the ability to use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources, but a lack of precise
evaluative phrasing (for example, ‘However, | am not completely convinced by this because | know...’)
often prevented candidates from moving beyond Level 3. Stock comments such as ‘the source is
unreliable’ were common and did not constitute effective evaluation.

The first source was generally the best understood. A number of candidates reached Level 4 by using
specific details from the source alongside contextual knowledge, However, Sources B and C proved
more problematic. Errors of comprehension included taking Source B’s statement that the author ‘would
be converted to Protestantism’ literally, and assuming, in Source C, that the murdered priest was
Catholic and had died defending Catholic beliefs. Confusion between Thomas More and Thomas Hitton
was also common.

The most successful responses reached Level 5 by integrating their own knowledge effectively to
evaluate the sources.
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Exemplar 2
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While the full response of Exemplar 2 went on to reach the top of Level 3, the extract meets the criteria
for Level 2. This section uses specific details from the source, supported by a quote, and links it back to
the given statement.

Assessment for learning

improve further, they should be encouraged to read sources fully, to accurately identify the
author’s stance. For higher marks, focusing on the writer's purpose and audience would
strengthen their evaluations.

@ Most candidates showed good practice in handling contemporary sources for Question 2. To
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Section B overview

Candidates showed secure knowledge of castle design and function, with many producing thoughtful
explanations and well-supported inferences. A stronger focus on precise time periods and further
development of source analysis would have helped more candidates reach higher levels.

Question 3
Castles: Form and Function ¢.1000-1750

3  Explain how Kenilworth Castle changed between ¢.1500 and ¢.1750. [10]

Effective responses to this question described the changes made to Kenilworth Castle within the correct
date range and explained either why these changes occurred or how they demonstrated a change in the
castle’s function. Many candidates demonstrated good knowledge of Robert Dudley’s building works and
his redesign of the gardens to please Elizabeth I. These responses often went on to explain how these
alterations reflected the castle’s role as a status symbol, allowing candidates to access Levels 3 or 4.
Knowledge of the castle’s slighting after the Royalist defeat in the Civil War was also frequently
mentioned, although less successful responses tended merely to state that the castle was ‘slighted’,
while more successful responses provided details of the extent of the damage and its later use as
farmland.

The highest level responses were those that drew an effective contrast between the function of the
castle before and after these changes, linking their descriptions directly to the shift in purpose. However,
some candidates did not note the date parameters of the question, either writing about the castle’s entire
history or summarising all known changes before eventually reaching Dudley’s alterations and the later
slighting.
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Exemplar 3
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The response in Exemplar 3 meets the criteria for Level 4 for the reference to the new windows

representing wealth, power and elegance, in addition to referencing the palatial nature of Kenilworth
under Dudley.
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Question 4
4  Study Sources D and E.

Which of these sources is more useful to a historian studying the history of Kenilworth Castle
between ¢.1250 and c.15007? [10]

This question required candidates to consider the utility of Sources D and E in the context of the Middle
Ages. Many candidates were able to make supported inferences from Source D, often noting the castle’s
strength in withstanding a siege despite the impressive siege engines used against it. However, a
number misinterpreted the source, assuming the siege towers were part of the castle’s defences.
Likewise, some responses relied on simplistic comments on the provenance.

Source E was generally less successfully used. The most effective responses used details of the large
windows, supported by contextual knowledge such as their likely decorative glass, to infer that the
castle’s defensive role had diminished and that it now served as a residence and status symbol. Some
candidates fell back on stock evaluation or claimed the source was ‘just a photograph’ without drawing
valid inferences. A few stronger responses drew relevant points about John of Gaunt, but overall
understanding of what the source showed was limited.

A recurring issue was not observing the date parameters of the question, with many responses including
events outside the specified period, preventing access to the higher levels.

Misconception

Some candidates mistakenly linked Source E’s castle image to the siege described in Source
D, which is inaccurate.
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