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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

J384/03 ‘Geographical Exploration’ is designed to give candidates the opportunity to demonstrate their
geographical understanding and apply their understanding and skills to unseen scenarios within one
location. This examination draws on both Our Natural World 01 and People and Society 02. In 2025, the
questions on this exam paper were focused on the development of the Havant Thicket reservoir in east
Hampshire, UK and linked to two units within the specification: Topic 4 Sustaining Ecosystems and Topic
8 Resource Reliance.

Most candidates showed a good level of skill in interpretating the information they were provided with in
the resource booklet and demonstrated confidence in extracting relevant information from maps, graphs
and written text to inform their responses. The resource booklet was well used, with many candidates
demonstrating the ability to link together information from several sources to justify their responses, while
some candidates simply copied text from the resource; they were able to develop their chosen extract to
answer the question. Some candidates were confident with the use of geographical terminology and
responded appropriately to the command words used in the questions. Candidates who responded most
successfully understood the local and national impacts of developing a new reservoir and the likely
impacts both socially, economically and environmentally on the local area and the unique chalk stream
ecosystems in the UK.

The standard of handwriting and the legibility of papers remain a challenge for examiners, but
candidate’s Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) was generally good. The paper was both
challenging and differentiated, allowing all candidates to access marks. Most candidates performed well,
with most completing the exam paper and with many making use of the extra pages.
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Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Candidates who did less well on this paper
LT

e demonstrated a sound understanding of the
connections between Our Natural World 01
and People and Society 02

e understood the social, economic and
environmental impacts of developing the
Havant Thicket reservoir

¢ selected and developed appropriate
information relevant to the question

e demonstrated their understanding through
well-developed and thorough reasoning

e judged the extent to which water stress was
caused by physical and human factors

e demonstrated sound numeracy skills through
calculating approximate fractions and
percentages

e demonstrated good graphical skills through the

interpretation of a supply and demand graph

e accurately completed the cross section of the
reservoir transect

¢ calculated distance using the scale on the map

¢ interpreted maps on a range of scales

¢ interpreted photographs and a range of written
articles to support their responses.

¢ understood aspects of Our Natural World 01
and People and Society 02

¢ wrote descriptions about the new Havant
Thicket facilities

e wrote descriptions about chalk stream
ecosystems

¢ identified factors which affected water supply

¢ used the exact wording from the resource
booklet without development

¢ identified simple patterns from a graph
¢ identified some features from the photographs

¢ identified some features from the maps.
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Question 1 (a) (i)

1
(a) Look at Fig. 1 in the Resource Booklet.

(i) What approximate fraction of water lost from Southern Water’'s Network came from Portsmouth

Water?

A 1/25

B 1/10

c 1/4

D 1/2

Write the correct letter in the box. L [1]

Most candidates answered this correctly, selecting C.

Question 1 (a) (ii)

(ii) State the reasons why Southern Water introduced a hosepipe ban in August 2022.

Many candidates were awarded 2 marks, most frequently citing ‘low rainfall’ and ‘leaky pipes’. Several
candidates used the idea of drought as a development of low rainfall which was not given credit as the
resource stated the drought was declared after the introduction of the hosepipe ban.
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Question 1 (b) (i)

(b) Look at the graph below showing water supply and demand for the years 2005-2030 for
Portsmouth Water.

This graph of water demand in Portsmouth has been
removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

(i) Identify the year forecast demand first exceeded the supply available.

..................................................................................................................................................... [1]
Most candidates correctly identified 2019 as the year when demand first exceeded supply.
Question 1 (b) (ii)
(ii) Explain why the Portsmouth area may be classed as being in ‘water stress’.
..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

Some candidates knew the definition of water stress and were awarded marks. Fewer candidates could
develop their response for a second mark. Several candidates repeated their response from Question 1
(a) (ii) or wrote about Portsmouth being a wastewater treatment area only and therefore were awarded 0
marks.

Misconception

Many candidates thought ‘water stress’ was about the residents of Portsmouth being stressed
about the hosepipe ban. Few candidates referred to supply and demand in their response.
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Assessment for learning

Throughout the geography exams, but particularly on this exam paper, candidates are asked

@ questions which refer to graphs. Candidates will always be credited with marks for making
use of data they have extracted from the resource accurately to develop their response. In the
example of Question 1 (b) (ii), candidates could have quoted figures relating to supply and
demand to exemplify the water stress issue that exists in this area.

Question 2 (a) (i)

2
(a) Look at Fig. 2a and Fig. 2b in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Describe the location of the Havant Thicket reservoir.

Most candidates were awarded 2 marks, stating compass directions to or from other named locations on
Fig. 2a and 2b. Some candidates described the location in relation to numbered roads from Fig. 2b.
Unfortunately, many used words like near, above, below or surrounded by rather than compass
directions and therefore were awarded 0 marks.

Assessment for learning

The use of the correct vocabulary when describing the location of the Havant Thicket

@ reservoir was evident from most candidates but not all. Among the incorrect terminology was
‘surrounded by, ‘on top of or below’ or ‘near to’ — there was no scale on either Fig. 2a or 2b to
give a sense of distance. When describing locations, candidates should always use compass
directions in relation to any named locations or features on the resource. Consistent
reinforcement of the correct subject-specific terminology assists candidates in being awarded
marks.
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Question 2 (a) (ii)
(ii) Suggest the possible disadvantages of building this reservaoir.

This was answered well by most candidates. Candidates wrote about impacts on habitats, wildlife and
biodiversity. Other common responses focused on the high costs of the project or the long time it will
take to be operational. Several candidates incorrectly stated that reservoirs increase the risk of flooding
in a location after construction. Candidates that were awarded full marks on this question developed one
disadvantage for 2 marks and then wrote a second disadvantage to gain the full 3 marks.

Question 2 (b) (i)
(b) Look at Fig. 3 in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Calculate the distance across the reservoir between points X and Y.

........................................................................................................................................ metres [1]

Most candidates were able to calculate the distance to be between 1300 and 1500 metres. Where
candidates had stated an incorrect answer, they had measured correctly but had been unable to
complete the calculation successfully.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

Examiners’ report

(i) Use the data below collected between points X and Y to complete the cross-section by plotting

the 300 m depth to show the shape of the reservoir basin.

[2]

X Y
Distance (m) 0 200 300 | 475 | 500 1350 1360 1370 1380 Y
Depth of water (m) | 40 35 325| 30 (275 275 30 325 | 35 40
40)\< K
Depth of 20
water(m)
101
0
X Y

Distance (m)

Scale: 0.5cm=100m

Most candidates correctly completed the cross section. A few candidates accurately plotted the 300m
point but then did not ‘join the dots’ to show the whole profile. These candidates were awarded 1 mark.

10
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Question 2 (c) (i)
(c¢) Look at Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Using Fig. 3, Fig. 4, and your own understanding, outline, with the use of examples, how the
Havant Thicket reservoir development has been designed to cater for a wide variety of people.

Most candidates were awarded 4 marks for this question. Many could link named design
installations/features of the reservoir with named groups of people. The most commonly named groups
were ‘children’, ‘families’ and ‘school groups’, but some candidates identified specific user groups such
as ‘cyclists’ and ‘twitchers’. A common misconception was that the site was not suitable for disabled
access which contradicts the resource Fig. 4 which states ‘accessible to all’; candidates had
misunderstood resource Fig. 5 where a disabled resident had stated that ‘There are limited facilities in
the local area which have wheelchair access’ — suggesting the development of the reservoir was a
positive for their user group. Some candidates referred only to ‘people’ throughout their response, but
they were still able to be awarded 2 marks for naming design installations/features of the reservoir.
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Question 2 (c) (ii)

Look at Fig. 5 in the Resource Booklet.

The development of the Havant Thicket reservoir will provide employment during construction.
Upon completion there will also be jobs in the management of the reservoir site and the visitor
centre. The development of the reservoir could also increase local property prices.

(ii)) Assess the economic impact of this development.

Many candidates were able to develop the idea of ‘more jobs’ by linking to increased incomes and/or
taxes to be paid to the government. Also common was the idea that the ‘increased property prices’ would
be beneficial for property owners who wanted to cash in but not beneficial for young people struggling to
get on the property ladder; this was developed further by stating that these people may have to move
away from the area as a result. Some candidates were unable to develop their ideas, simply stating
phrases such as ‘bring more money in’ or ‘boost the economy’, without qualifying how.

12 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 1
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In this exemplar, the candidate refers to three economic impacts of the development of the Havant
Thicket reservoir. The candidate writes about increased job opportunities, increased tourism and
potential rise in house prices. The candidate correctly identifies that some jobs may only be temporary,
during construction, and therefore ‘workers will be again left jobless causing them to struggle financially’;
this is a good exemplar of how a candidate may develop their response. This candidate also considers
both the benefits and potential problems the development could cause such as the potential impact of
tourism ‘which would benefit local businesses’ and the impact of rising house prices ‘making it
unaffordable to people who live there’. This candidate was awarded Level 3.
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Question 2 (d)*
Look at Fig. 4 and Fig. 5 in the Resource Booklet.

(d)* Using Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, and your own understanding; other than economic benefits to the area,
to what extent is the new Havant Thicket reservoir viewed as a positive development?

Most candidates focused on the social and environmental impacts of the reservoir, with only a few
mistakenly repeating their ideas about economic impacts. Most candidates considered both positive and
negative impacts. There was often good use of the resource to identify the range of activities provided,
the use of locally sourced materials/locally grown food, habitat preservation and increased numbers
driving through the village. Candidates were able to develop their ideas well by focusing on
educational/health benefits, reduced carbon footprints and increased biodiversity. Candidates who
focused on fewer ideas but developed their reasoning well accessed Level 3 and Level 4. Most
candidates identified a number of positive and negative impacts and made one point of development
against each.

Assessment for learning

Encouraging candidates to extend their thinking beyond the initial response is crucial in

@ gaining higher credit on these 12-mark questions. Candidates need to always consider how
many marks are on offer for the question (even highlighting it on the exam paper). This will
provide a good indication of how well-developed their responses need to be. In Question 2
(d), candidates could have written about ‘the educational bird watching centre’ by suggesting
that the education of the next generation of school children will help to improve their
understanding of species and habitats, and in the future may inspire some young people to
become involved in conservation projects or take action to reduce climate change. This then
becomes a well-developed response. It is important for centres to repeatedly ask the
candidates ‘why?’ to extend their thinking.
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Question 3 (a) (i)
3 Look at Fig. 6 in the Resource Booklet.

(a)

(i) Calculate what percentage of the world’s true chalk streams are in England.

Many candidates were able to accurately calculate this percentage. Some candidates wrote the full
display number from their calculators, which is not how a percentage is usually presented.

Question 3 (a) (ii)
(ii) ldentify why chalk streams are ecologically important.

Most candidates were awarded 1 mark for stating that chalk streams were home to rare species. Far
fewer candidates got a second mark for identifying another ecologically important fact.

15 © OCR 2025
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Question 3 (b)

(b) Assess how the Havant Thicket reservoir will help to protect the local chalk streams.

There were two possible stems to start the candidates’ responses. Candidates most commonly
suggested that the reservoir would provide an alternative sustainable water source and therefore
extraction from chalk streams would no longer be necessary. Many candidates were then able to
develop that reasoning by detailing the benefits lower extraction would bring to the chalk stream
ecosystems. Candidates were able to access Level 3 for well-developed responses from the single idea
that water extraction from chalk streams would be reduced.

The second stem to start their responses was less frequently seen but involved candidates identifying
that, with the forecast demand for water (Question 1 (b)), the reservoir was unlikely to be a long-term
solution and that chalk streams would be extracted from again in the future. This too could be well-
developed enough to access Level 3. Some candidates combined these two theories and were
invariably given Level 3 — 6 marks.

16 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds) - J384/03 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Exemplar 2
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In this exemplar, the candidate starts by suggesting that the reservoir would provide an alternative
sustainable water source, and therefore extraction from chalk streams would no longer be necessary.
This candidate then develops their reasoning by detailing the benefits that lower extraction would bring
to the chalk stream ecosystems. Then they consider the future implications for chalk stream extraction.
This is then developed this further by concluding that it is likely that these underground stores will need
to be exploited again in the future. This candidate was awarded at Level 3.
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Question 4*

4* Using all the information available in the Resource Booklet and your own understanding:

1. To what extent are water supply issues in this area caused by physical rather than human
factors?

2. Suggest how successful the development of the Havant Thicket reservoir will be in
contributing to environmental sustainability in the area.

# Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]

Candidates responded well to this question; many were able to access Level 2 or above. The first part of
the question was generally less well-written than the second part. For the first part of the question, most
candidates were able to state a judgement as to whether water supply issues were caused by physical
or human factors. Most candidates then listed what those factors were. Low rainfall, drought, leaky pipes
and population density were most commonly referenced factors, although there was little development of
these ideas. More successful candidates explored the effects of climate change and the lack of
investment in the infrastructure.

The second part of the question was answered more successfully by most candidates. Candidates were
able to identify environmental benefits which would contribute to the sustainability of the area. Some
candidates repeated the idea that the endangered chalk stream ecosystems could be conserved with the
development of the Havant Thicket reservoir, which was creditworthy. Most candidates focused on ideas
of conservation and education contributing to environmental sustainability to further develop their
response. While some candidates suggested a reduction in burning fossil fuels for transportation due to
locally sourced building materials and locally grown food. Other candidates suggested that the negative
impacts of increased tourism in villages such as Rowlands Castle would increase the release of
greenhouse gases and enhance global warming. Some candidates suggested the reservoir would not
contribute to environmental sustainability quoting the ever-increasing demand for water and the on-going
issue of leaky pipes. It was pleasing to read so many candidates trying to weigh up both sides of the
argument.
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Exemplar 3
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In this exemplar, which focuses only on the first part of this candidate’s response to Question 4, the
candidate begins by identifying the physical factors which have contributed to water stress in this area.
The candidate develops their ideas by suggesting that, with low rainfall, the storage and provision of
water is reduced, therefore increasing the likelihood of water stress. The candidate then considers
human factors which contribute to water stress and develops this idea by suggesting that some of the
leaky pipework may be under protected land and therefore difficult for water companies to maintain and
repair. The candidate then concludes this section of their response by making a judgement as to what
extent the water supply issues in this area are caused by physical rather than human factors.
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Assessment for learning

The core skill of this synoptic paper is that candidates must draw on the resources they are

@ provided with and use them as a prompt or as evidence to support their responses. Centres
should teach that any text or data that is provided is the starting point of a candidates’
response and if the candidate does no more than lift phrases or figures from the resource
booklet then they will be awarded Level 1 marks. Candidates are provided with a wide range
of resources in the form of maps, graphs, tables of data, photographs and text, which are for
candidates to interpret and select relevant information to form their own written response to
the questions.

Candidates would benefit from practising a variety of ways to extend their responses to avoid
repetition. For example, when developing the idea of environmental sustainability, candidates
must be able to link to all aspects of the environment. These may include the impacts on
species, food chains, habitats, biodiversity, unique ecosystems or climate change. Where
candidates can put together well-developed chains of thought linked to some of these factors,
they will be able to access Level 3 and Level 4 marks.
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