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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

This paper is the last in the series of three that candidates will have taken and is focused on their
geographical and fieldwork skills. Candidates are supplied with a resource booklet in the examination
and have to use it to complete a series of questions. They are assessed on their own understanding
(AO2) and are required to apply their knowledge and understanding (AO3) to answer the questions
throughout the exam paper. As this is a geographical skills examination, candidates are assessed on a
range of geographical skills (AO4) including mathematical and statistical skills.

Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

o attempted all the questions
e showed their working
e used the figures to support their responses

e drew on their own fieldwork experiences.

¢ did not attempt all questions
¢ did not show their working
¢ did not use the figures and resources

¢ did not have a clear understanding of their own
fieldwork.

© OCR 2025
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Section A overview

This section contains three questions which require in depth use of the figures. Candidates need to be
clear about when they are required to use specific information from the resource, or when they should
refer to it in more general terms. The shorter questions are complemented by longer, Level-based
questions which enabled candidates to develop their responses. Candidates should use the space
provided in the answer booklet to the fullest extent and use this as a guide for how much they should be
writing.

Question 1 (a) (i)
Geographical Skills

1
(a) Look at Fig. 1 in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Identify two renewable sources of energy which have seen global growth in Fig. 1.

A HEP and solar power
B HEP and wind power
C Solar and gas

D Solar and wind power

Write the correct letter in the box. [1]

The correct answer is A: HEP and solar power.

Question 1 (a) (ii)

(i) Which source of renewable energy saw record growth in China?

Most candidates were able to identify that [offshore] wind energy saw record growth.

5 © OCR 2025
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Question 1 (a) (iii)

(iii) Using Fig. 1, identify two benefits of the increased capacity in renewable energy.

Many candidates were awarded full marks, although there were some candidates who skimmed the
figure and did not read the whole extract. Instead, they read to the end of the first line in the fourth
paragraph and responded ‘almost entirely replace electricity generation’, ignoring the final part of the
extract about Russian gas.

Question 1 (b) (i)
(b) Look at Fig. 2 in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Which graphical technique is being used to display this information?

A Dispersion graph
B Histogram
C Line graph
D \Vertical Bar graph

Write the correct letter in the box. [1]1

The correct response was C: Line graph.

Misconception

between the type of graph. Understanding the range of graphs they could use is a key skill for

@ Some candidates did not get this correct which implies that they were unable to distinguish
candidates to practice.

Assessment for learning

is a list in the specification of all the cartographic and graphical skills that questions could be

@ Candidates should practice drawing and interpreting a range of graphs and diagrams. There
based on.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
(ii) Describe the changes in renewable energy generation between 2020 and 2022.

This question was generally answered well, with many candidates starting with the overall increase then
talking about individual sources. Quite a few candidates picked up on the change in the rate of increase
overall. Some candidates did not score highly because their responses were not focused on the changes
— rather, they were talking about the source of the energy which was not creditworthy. Many used data
which wasn’t a requirement of the question.

Question 1 (b) (iii)

(iii) Suggest one reason for the pattern of change in renewable energy generation in Fig. 2.

Most candidates were able to give a reason for the change in renewable energy, such as a lack of wind
energy or an increase in the availability of renewable generation.

7 © OCR 2025
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Question 1 (c) (i)

(c) The table below shows trends in UK trade in non-renewable energy during 2022.

Imports % Exports %
Coal +33 -56
Crude Oil +63 -6
Gas +11 +145
Petroleum +9 +34

(i) Calculate the mean percentage change in imports.

You must show your working.

Examiners’ report

Most candidates were able to identify that they needed to add up the imports column and divide by 4 to

get an answer of 29%.

© OCR 2025
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Question 1 (c) (ii)

(ii) Calculate the difference in the percentage change of coal and gas exports.

You must show your working.

While some candidates did answer this correctly, there were many who did not realise that the
subtraction of negative numbers create a positive answer.

Assessment for learning

Candidates who just wrote the answer were not able to access this mark. It also allows

@ Candidates are required to show their working and there is a mark available for this.
candidates who have the correct working but an incorrect answer to be awarded a mark.
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Question 1 (d)*

“To reduce our reliance on imports we must fully use our North Sea gas supplies.”

(d)* To what extent do you agree that reducing UK energy imports is more important than moving
away from non-renewable energy?

Use any resource from Question 1 and your own understanding to answer.

Candidates found this to be a challenging question; therefore, it was approached in different ways. The
mark scheme was opened up to allow candidates to be credited for the variety of responses with
reasonable and plausible development that were seen. This was a synoptic question, which means
candidates needed to draw relevant information from at least two topics.

Most candidates approached this question from the position that there was a compromise to be made;
namely that the UK could focus on being energy secure by increasing the use of domestic gas or moving
away from non-renewable energy by focusing on renewables, with an implication on combatting climate
change.

Candidates were asked to refer to the resources and their own knowledge, drawing on a range of
information to present a coherent argument. The best responses took a discursive approach, evaluating
each option and why they would or wouldn’t be best to pursue. Some candidates were able to draw on
previous data, e.g. when talking about the need to pursue renewable energy. Level 2 responses
recognised the difficulties of relying on other countries as well as the impact on climate change if we
continue with non-renewable energy. Many also referred to the Russia-Ukraine war in their responses
and thought carefully about the impact of this in relation to dependency on importing energy.
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Exemplar 1
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This is a very detailed response which makes synoptic links to the impact of burning fossils fuels on
carbon emissions and global warming impacts. The candidate has well-developed ideas on why there is
a need to rely less on energy imports. With thorough evaluation throughout and logical reasoning, it was
awarded full marks.
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Question 2 (a)

2 Look at Fig. 3 in the Resource Booklet.

(a) Which of the countries has the highest child mortality?

A Mali
B Niger
C Pakistan

D Solomon Islands

Write the correct letter in the box. [1]

The correct answer was A: Mali. Candidates generally answered this well. Some candidates got
confused between highest child mortality and highest annual rate of natural population increase, or the
biggest sized dot.

Erratum notice

Turn to page 4 of the Resource Booklet and look at Fig.3 Relationship between child
mortality and natural population increase.

At the bottom of the page, cross out South America in the key.

Question 2 (b)

(b) Using the trends from the graph in Fig. 3, what would be the most likely child mortality for a
country with a natural increase of 4%?

A 1%

B 3%

C 5%

D 12%

Write the correct letter in the box. [1]

The correct answer was D: 12%. There were many incorrect answers, with A being the most common,
possibly showing that candidates mixed up the axes.

12 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (c)

Fig. 3 uses proportional symbols to display some of its information.

(c) Using data from the graph, explain what the proportional symbols show.

Most candidates recognised that population was shown by the size of the circle, but very few extracted
data from the figure for the second mark.

Question 2 (d)
Look at Fig. 3 in the Resource Booklet.

(d) Describe the relationship between natural population increase and child mortality.

Use information from Fig. 3 in your answer.

Many candidates identified the relationship correctly. Some then repeated the same point in reverse,
giving the opposite. This was not creditworthy. The most successful responses used countries and their
data to articulate the trend. The most common misconception was mainly around candidates stating that
as infant mortality increases, there is a natural decrease.

13 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (e)

(e) Suggest one reason for the relationship shown in Fig. 3.

Explain your answer.

Many candidates found it hard to explain the reason for a link between high child mortality and
population growth. Candidates were able to explain the reason for just one of the variables. Many
reasoned that lack of development would lead to poor healthcare. More successful responses gained the
second development mark for ideas such as ‘children are more vulnerable to diseases’.

Question 3 (a)

3 Look at Fig. 4 in the Resource Booklet.
Fig. 4 uses choropleth shading to represent patterns of world population growth.

(a) State one reason why a choropleth map like Fig. 4 can be inaccurate.

It was pleasing to see many candidates answer that the map does not show variations in the country.
Many candidates said that the colours on the map were inaccurate, which was not creditworthy.

14 © OCR 2025
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Question 3 (b)

(b) Using information from Fig. 4, state whether country A or B is more likely to be a Lower Income
Developing Country (LIDC).

Justify your choice.

Most candidates correctly identified country B and gave at least one reason.

Assessment for learning

@ Centres are reminded that the form of how the response should be written is often stipulated
in the question.

In this case, the candidates are asked to state whether country A or B is likely to be the LIDC.
This then leaves two marks for them to justify their choice. Only giving one piece of
justification would therefore get 1 mark, so candidates can infer they need to have two
developed points.
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Question 3 (c)

(c) Describe the pattern of world population growth seen in Fig. 4.

Use data in your answer.

Many candidates answered this question well. More successful candidates looked for general patterns,
e.g. highest in Africa, declining in Eastern Europe. Many were able to use data. However, some
candidates just listed data, e.g. Europe is mostly...%, Asia is mostly...% which only gave them the
development (DEV) mark for using data.

Exemplar 2
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This exemplar contains two aspects of the patterns: countries in Africa have the highest growth and
countries in Eastern Europe have the lowest growth. The data mark is for 1% to- 4% (range in Africa).
The response is communicated in an appropriate and logical order with two ideas about the pattern, so
the communication mark was given.
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Question 3 (d)

Look at the extract below.

Cities must prepare for climate migration

As climate change impacts the world, migration will increase. Urbanisation is a key impact of climate
change, as people seek both work and safety in cities.

Rapid growth, poor infrastructure, limited vegetation, and high numbers of people make cities
vulnerable to climate change hazards. Low-income populations are particularly at risk as they often live
in high-risk areas and have limited means to recover. In many of the most affected regions, cities

lack adequate housing, infrastructure, education, food, water, and health facilities to adapt to rapid
population growth.

(d) Assess whether climate migration will have a greater impact on the growth and character of
LIDC/EDC cities or on cities in the UK.

Use the extract and your own understanding.

It was common to see candidates referring to both AC/LIDC cities as the cities that climate change
migration will have a bigger impact on — both of these approaches were acceptable. Some candidates
misunderstood the question and instead focused on the climate change impact on the area, e.g. greater
in LIDCs as they rely on farming — they missed the focus on migration and the impact on cities. The most
successful responses talked about the rapid growth and inability to provide and thus growth of informal
settlements where disease could spread, for example. Many focused on the negatives, so it was
pleasing to see at times positive impacts considered.
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Section B overview

The second part of the examination was focused on fieldwork and required candidates to use their skills
as well as experiences to answer the questions. There is one section on human geography fieldwork
questions and one on physical geography fieldwork questions. There were still mistakes made where
candidates wrote about the wrong type of fieldwork; centres must make sure that candidates understand
the differences.

A few candidates had clearly not been on fieldwork. The specification says ‘Centres must provide
fieldwork opportunities for their candidates. This does not go so far as to oblige centres to make sure
that all of their candidates take part in the fieldwork.” There is always a risk that an individual candidate
may miss the arranged fieldwork, for example because of iliness. Candidates who do not take up the
opportunity may be disadvantaged, as there will be questions on fieldwork in the exam. Therefore,
should a centre have candidates who have been unable to participate in the offered fieldwork for any
reason, there should be a concerted effort to make sure that those candidates still understand the
processes and can potentially access the examination questions.

Question 4 (a)
Geographical Fieldwork

4 Some Geography students have been conducting human geography fieldwork in London. They
were investigating the impact of urban redevelopment.

Look at Fig. 5a in the Resource Booklet.

(@) Suggest one way that the data collected might be improved.

Quite a few candidates got this wrong and did not come up with a point that linked to the data collection
that occurred, e.g. many wrote ‘to ask more questions’.

18 © OCR 2025
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Question 4 (b)
Look at Fig. 5b in the Resource Booklet.

(b) Select an alternative way that this data might be presented.

Justify your choice.

Almost all candidates were awarded full marks, saying bar chart and listing two reasons which were
primarily clear to read and easy to understand. It was rare for candidates to get this wrong and name
anything other than a bar chart.

Question 4 (c)

Look at Fig. 6 in the Resource Booklet.

(c) Identify two features in the photograph that show the site’s environmental quality.

Most candidates referred to the amount of greenery. A common error was stating the area was clean,
which wasn’t given credit unless they referred to the lack of litter. Candidates should be careful not to
repeat the same idea, e.g. plants and then trees.

19 © OCR 2025
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Question 4 (d) (i)
(d) The students completed environmental surveys at two sites.
Environmental Quality Site 1 Site 2
Traffic Noise —2 3
Air Quality -3 2
Building attractiveness 3 4 :g ::2:: :igﬁ:t’::cc::
Graffiti 3 3
lllegal Parking -2 4
Amount of greenery -1 3

The results of the environmental surveys are shown in the graph below.

Environmental Quality at sites 1 and 2

_ Traffic Noise
_ Air Quality
h Building attractiveness
# Graffiti
_ lllegal Parking
Amount of greenery
-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5

. Site 1 Site 2

(i) Complete the Environmental Quality graph above to show the Amount of Greenery at sites 1
and 2. [2]

20 © OCR 2025
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Almost all candidates who attempted this question were awarded full marks. It is important to remember
that shading is necessary to identify the two sites. However, some candidates did not attempt this
question, likely because they missed the instruction and did not realise there was a task to complete.

Question 4 (d) (ii)
(ii) State whether Fig. 6 is a photograph of site 1 or 2.

Justify your choice.

Many candidates were able to recognise that it was site 2, but not all gave justifiable reasons why. The
most successful responses referred to the high amounts of greenery, which would cause the score of 3
and couldn’t be -1.

Question 4 (e)

(e) Using evidence from all the fieldwork data provided, examine whether urban redevelopment has
had a positive impact on the area studied.

Some candidates compared the two sites, whereas the most successful responses looked at all the data
and explained how the improvements to various aspects of the environment were positive. Many
candidates just wrote a list of what was good about the place such as good greenery or no traffic. The
best responses developed their ideas to consider why this would be beneficial for the local area and
people.
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Question 5 (a)

5 You will have taken part in fieldwork in a physical geography environment. Examples might
include a river or coastal study.

State your fieldwork question for investigation: ...

LoCation Of STUAY @I a: ........e et a e e

(a) Evaluate two fieldwork techniques used in your investigation.
FIeldWOrk tECNNIGUE 1 ..o e e s e e e e e e e e s
FIeldWOrK tECNNIGUE 2 ... e e e e e ea e e en e e e e e e e ean

Almost all candidates were able to talk about their fieldwork techniques — many did longshore drift/river
studies. Most were able to consider issues with their methods which meant they were unreliable.

However, many candidates simply described the methods rather than evaluate their strengths and
weaknesses.
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Question 5 (b)*

(b)* Assess the strength of the conclusions reached in your investigation.

#* Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [3]

This was a challenging question for many candidates — some did not refer to their conclusions which
resulted in O or very few marks. It was clear that many candidates may never have actually written up an
evaluation of fieldwork conclusions or had done so long ago and not revisited it.

Many candidates spent their time rehashing the evaluation of methods, rather than looking at how their
results, in light of their methods, may have influenced their conclusions and whether their conclusions
were valid or not.

Some candidates were able to get to Level 2, 3 marks, with reference to a conclusion and some
acknowledgement of why their data collection wasn’t ideal and thus their conclusions were not strong.
Even with the more successful responses, there was often a lot of unnecessary information.
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Exemplar 3

This candidate had an evaluation of the strength of the conclusion in paragraph one. They developed
their idea about not sampling the entire river basin which affected the accuracy of their results. There is
reasonable analysis and consideration to achieve Level 2, 5 marks. In order for this response to reach
Level 3, the candidate would have had to develop their evaluation further, perhaps by discussing another
element of their investigation.
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Copyright information

Question 1 (c), Data table about UK energy use, Crown Copyright 2024.'Department of Energy
Security and Net Zero'. This publication is licensed under the terms of the Open Government Licence
v3.0
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sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/SingleSignOn/ValidateAuthentication.aspx?ReturnURL=/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

OCR is a Company Limited by Guarantee and an exempt charity. Registered in England. Registered office: The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge,
CB2 8EA. Registered company number: 3484466.

We operate academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers.

We are committed to providing a fully accessible experience across all our products, platforms, and websites. Find out more about our
accessibility standards.

© OCR 2025. All rights reserved. We retain the copyright on all our publications. However, our registered centres are permitted to copy and distribute our
material for their own internal use, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the publication. Find out more about our copyright policies.

We update our publications regularly so please check you have the most up-to-date version.

We cannot be held responsible for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and do not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

When we update our specifications, you'll see a new version number and a summary of the changes. While we do our best to reflect these
changes in all associated resources on Teach Cambridge, if you notice any discrepancies, please refer to the latest specification on our website
and let us know.

Our resources do not represent any teaching method we expect you to use. We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in our resources.


https://www.cambridge.org/accessibility
https://www.ocr.org.uk/about/our-policies/copyright/
https://teachcambridge.org/landing
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/feedback-and-surveys
https://ocrpanel.recollective.com/ocr-customer-insight-panel/join?key=mbHf
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
http://ocr.org.uk
http://ocr.org.uk/updates
http://support.ocr.org.uk
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