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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

Paper 1, Living in the UK today, covers aspects of the human, physical and environmental geography of
the UK. For candidates to be successful they needed to:

¢ have a working knowledge of the general geography of the UK

e know the content as displayed in the specification, including key geographical terms. The examination
questions are derived from the specification, so the candidates need to know it well

e practice how to write a clear and precise geographical explanation
e apply case study knowledge and understanding

¢ learn how to structure responses to higher order command words such as ‘evaluate’ and ‘to what
extent do you agree’

e practice using and interpretating all the geographical skills, particularly graphs, in the specification, in
preparation for this component (the first of three components).

The paper in this series differentiated well among candidates in that examiners saw the full range of

marks. Most candidates found the paper accessible, and it is clear they were well prepared. Most

candidates managed to complete their responses in the hour allocated.

There were many examples of high-level responses, particularly in the three level response questions,
with candidates mostly making good attempts to develop their points. Many candidates were able to
demonstrate the skill of evaluation effectively in Questions 2 (c) and 3 (d) using implicit evaluation and/or
a final conclusion.

This paper contained questions requiring the completion of graphs and calculations that candidates
should be properly equipped for. For all three papers in this specification, they need a black biro, a
pencil, a ruler and a calculator. Without all of these items, it was more difficult to successfully respond to
Questions 2 (a) (i) and 3 (b).

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e were able to include a full sequence of e confused types of transport

landform formation and included processes o found it difficult to interpret generic words used

¢ showed good knowledge of the geographical in the specification, which appeared in
terms used in the specification, such as questions, e.g. impacts, slumping, ratio
gjgjfboar:{issgﬁéimable strategies, slumping and « did not complete the paper
¢ included evaluation and judgement throughout * completed graphs and maps inaccurately

their responses ¢ used few connectives to explain

¢ developed their explanations beyond simple e made little reference to place-specific detail.
statements, using place-specific details to
support these where necessary

o showed competent and accurate mathematical
and graphical skills.
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Question 1 (a) (i)
Landscapes of the UK

1
(a)

(i) Which geomorphic transport process is defined as ‘sediment bouncing along the sea bed?’

A Saltation

B Solution

C Suspension
D Traction

Write the correct letter in the box.

1]
Many candidates correctly identified saltation as the correct answer.
Question 1 (a) (ii)
(ii) Explain why the mass movement process of sliding occurs on cliffs at the coast.
..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

Many candidates got sliding confused with slumping or falling. The most successful responses either
focused on the ground becoming saturated, heavy and sliding due to gravity or the bottom of the cliff
being eroded, leaving the top of the cliff unsupported, causing the cliff to slide due to gravity.
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Question 1 (a) (iii)
(iii) Explain how an arch is formed at the coast. You may use a diagram.

Many candidates responded to this question well and drew clear diagrams of this landform. Most were
able to identify that cracks are eroded and enlarged to form caves and caves erode through the
headland to form an arch. Fewer candidates explained a process of erosion.

Misconception

@ Many candidates thought that erosion formed the crack, rather than this being a feature

already there as a result of the rock being formed.

© OCR 2025
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Question 1 (a) (iv)

(iv) Explain two impacts of human activity on the coastal landscape.

Candidates responded well to this question, with many identifying two coastal defences and explaining
clearly how they worked. Other popular impacts were tourism, litter and buildings. Some candidates
identified the creation of nature reserves too.

7 © OCR 2025
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Question 1 (b)
CASE STUDY - a UK river basin
Name of UK MVEN DASIN ...
(b) Explain the formation of one or more landforms in your chosen river basin.

The most successful responses were generally about waterfalls, with candidates identifying hard rock
overlying soft rock. The soft rock is being eroded by abrasion and hydraulic action to form a plunge pool.
An overhang being created that collapsed into a plunge pool and the waterfall retreating upstream
forming a gorge, were examples of such responses.

Successful responses included place-specific details such as the name of the waterfall, height and
geology.

Many candidates that responded with meanders, oxbow lakes, levees and floodplains were unable to
explain clearly how the features were formed and rarely included a full sequence of the formation.
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Exemplar 1
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This exemplar includes a clear sequence of waterfall formation with place-specific information including

the name of the waterfall and its height. This response had thorough knowledge and understanding and
was awarded Level 3, 6/6.
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Question 2 (a) (i)
People of the UK

2
(a) Look at the graph below, which shows UK population change, 1966—-2066 (predicted).

25

20 -2

.’/
,/
//
A I e I [ Over 65s

15 /'

Population in ,," Under 16s
millions 7 ___F"é;
._———-:"_'—-_
10 e
//.’
v
5
0
1966 1991 2016 2041 2066
Year
(i) Complete the graph using the data below. [1]
Year Under 16s
1966 14 million

Most candidates plotted the graph accurately.
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Question 2 (a) (ii)

(ii) What was the ratio of over 65 year olds to under 16 year olds in 19917

A 11

B 34

C 13:18

D 13:21

Write the correct letter in the box. [1]

Most candidates interpreted the graph accurately, identifying nine over 65 year olds to twelve under 16
year olds. They were then able to simplify the ratio to 3:4.

Question 2 (a) (iii)
In 2016 the population of the UK was 66 million.

(iii) Use the graph to calculate the percentage of the population who were over 65 in 2016.
Calculate your answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working.

Most candidates were able to correctly calculate the percentage between 18.2 and 18.6 percent. Some
of them incorrectly rounded the final figure.

11 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (a) (iv)
(iv) Describe changes in the number of over 65 year olds between 1966 and 2066.

Use data from the graph in your answer.

There were many good responses to this question, with most candidates securing 2 out of 3 marks. Most
candidates identified an increase and interpreted data from the graph accurately. Fewer candidates
identified a second change, which was required by the question, such as the steep predicted increase
from 2016—-2041.

Question 2 (a) (v)

(v) Suggest possible impacts of the changes in the over 65 year olds shown on the graph.

Many candidates did well on this question, with the most common responses including the rise in NHS
and care home demand, increased pension costs and age, decrease in taxes paid to the government
and lower birth rate. Some also identified positive changes including looking after grandchildren,
volunteering and spending the grey pound.

OCR support

This is a list of command words and their meanings to share with candidates.

@ Many candidates answered with the causes of an ageing population rather than the impacts.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
(b)

(i) Define the term ‘suburbanisation’.

Some candidates were able to define this correctly, identifying people moving to the edge of the city or
the city growing outwards. However, many candidates defined it as increase in people moving to the
suburbs. As this response did not outline where the suburbs were in the city, it was not given credit.

Question 2 (b) (ii)

(ii) State two environmental impacts of suburbanisation.

Candidates generally responded well to this question, with common responses including damage to
habitats, loss of biodiversity and the impact on air pollution from more people commuting.

13 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (c)*

CASE STUDY - major city in the UK

NamMe Of MAJOr UK CItY ..ot e e s s e s s e s

Challenges in cities include housing, transport and waste.

(c)* Evaluate the success of sustainable strategies to overcome one of these challenges in your
chosen city.

The question asked for one strategy. Therefore, if a candidate mentioned a second strategy, this was
not credited. Causes of challenges were also not given credit. The most successful responses
demonstrated an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the city studied. In general, candidates
discussing waste and transport were more successful than those discussing housing as they had a
greater variety of different strategies to discuss.

The question asked the candidates to evaluate, which could include candidates comparing the success
of the different schemes or strengths and/or weaknesses of each scheme. This could be implicit or as
part of a final conclusion.

14 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 2
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This candidate’s exemplar outlines the need for sustainable transport in Cambridge. They then identify
three sustainable transport schemes: the Chisolm trail, park and ride, and second station. Each scheme

is explained,

and the explanation includes place-specific details. There is implicit evaluation within the

body of the response, for example ‘certainly reducing car journeys’ or ‘significantly reduced congestion’.
There is also a final conclusion. This response had thorough knowledge, understanding and evaluation
and was awarded Level 3, 8/8.
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Question 3 (a) (i)

UK Environmental Challenges

3
(@) Look at the isoline map below, which shows wind speeds in Scotland during Storm Franklin in
February 2022.
&, o
QR
N
Qv
10knots <8
<l \
10knots
14,
18,
27 N
\ M.
\
\ -
¢ ‘e, ” o=
7 /> \ - Jl 25,
Scale > 2
0 50 5 g 30knots
km 2 /? /
(i) Complete the isoline for 20 knots on the map above. [1]

In general, candidates found this question challenging. Some left it blank, and some joined the two parts
of the 20-knot line using a straight line. Some candidates correctly drew a line going beneath the 16-knot
mark and above the 25-knot mark as indicated above. Centres should be encouraged to ensure this skill
is covered in their teaching.

Question 3 (a) (ii)
(ii) How does wind speed change from the south west to the far north east of Scotland?

A Decreases

B Fluctuates

C Increases

D Stays the same

Write the correct letter in the box. [1]

Most candidates correctly identified that the wind speed decreases.

17 © OCR 2025
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Question 3 (b)
Look at the divided bar graph below, which shows the fish catch by UK fishing boats.

(b) Complete the graph for 2010 using the data below.

Country | Fish catch (thousands of tonnes)

Wales 40
700
—
600
500
. Wales
Scotland
Fish catch 400 E
(thousands of |:| Northern Ireland
tonnes) |:| England
300
200
100
2010 2022

Year

[2]

Most candidates correctly plotted and shaded the Wales section of the graph, as can be seen plotted on
the graph above. Candidates should use a pencil and ruler to draw this with accuracy. Some candidates
were unable to plot a divided bar graph accurately and plotted the section at the bottom of the graph.

Assessment for learning

There is a teaching opportunity here for practising graph drawing skills, so candidates can
answer these accurately in future examinations.
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Question 3 (c)

Look at Fig. 1 in the Resource Booklet.

(c) What does the picture show about the impacts of wind farms?

Candidates were able to suggest a range of ideas using the resource as a stimulus. Many identified the
removal of habitats, the visual pollution caused by the turbines and the impact on bird migration as
responses. Some also considered the impact of building so many facilities and the creation of jobs. A
few candidates were confused by the reference to the figure in the resource booklet and instead tried to
use the previous graph, mistakenly trying to refer to fish stocks in their response.
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Question 3 (d)*

CASE STUDY - a UK flood event

Name of UK flOOd EVENT ...t e ee e e e e e e ee e e e e e e snn e e
(d)* ‘In your chosen flood event, effects on people were greater than effects on the environment.’

To what extent do you agree?

/ Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [3]

It was very pleasing to see that most candidates attempted to answer this question, and that very few
candidates left it blank.

Most candidates responded to this question using the Somerset Levels floods of 2014. Other common
responses were Storm Desmond, Cumbrian floods 2009 and the Boscastle floods.

Candidates introduced their river or flood with locational detail, rainfall figures and dates. They were
mostly able to identify effects on people and the environment. Many were able to complement this with
excellent place-specific detail such as the amount of rain, number of houses flooded, area of farmland
flooded, number of people rescued and species of animal affected. They were able to show judgement
using sentence starters such as ‘on one hand’ or ‘on the other hand’ and by including implicit evaluation
such as ‘this was significant because’ or ‘causing a much greater impact’. Many also drew their response
together using a final conclusion, often considering the effects in the long term or short term, locally or
nationally and economically, socially and environmentally. Less successful responses tended to be more
generic in terms of the impact of the flood and lacked any developed evaluation, tending to focus solely
on people rather than the environment.
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Exemplar 3
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This exemplar identifies the impact on people including the impacts on housing, farming and road
closures. The impacts on the environment included waterlogged soil, impact on mammals and birds and
eutrophication. This is supported by development of each of these impacts and place-specific detail,
including cost of damages, villages affected, area of farmland and species of animals. Implicit judgement
includes ‘the effects on people were greater and ‘the effect on the environment was less significant’.
There is also a final conclusion. The knowledge and understanding here is comprehensive, and the
judgement is thorough. Therefore, this response was awarded Level 4, 11/12.

Misconception

Many candidates thought that the government paid for all repairs after a flood. Teaching
about the contribution of insurers and the impact on premiums would be useful.
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Copyright information

Question 3 (a) (i), Map from World Atlas, © worldatlas.com, World Atlas.
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