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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

Please note: OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Economics (J205) will no longer be funded in Wales for 

new learners after 30 September 2026. Please check the Qualifications in Wales portal (QiW) for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
https://www.qiw.wales/
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Paper 2 series overview 

This is the Examiner’s Report for Paper 2, National and International Economics. It is pleasing to note 

that a substantial number of candidates were able to use economic concepts to write coherent chains of 

reasoning. There was also a notable effort by candidates to use the data and context provided within the 

question paper. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• demonstrated good quantitative skills and 
selected the correct data to manipulate 

• drew accurate diagrams and identified which 
curve to shift 

• developed good chains of reasoning that 
linked back to the question set 

• wrote evaluative points that linked back to the 
previous point i.e. matching pairs 

• discerned meaning from the data 

• focused on the requirements of the question, 
e.g. writing about benefits rather than 
problems 

• wrote clearly with logical chains of reasoning. 

• omitted key symbols such as ‘millions’ or £ 
signs 

• drew incomplete or inaccurate diagrams 

• wrote a summary of previous points in the 
conclusion 

• rewrote substantial parts of the data without 
analysing it 

• wrote answers that did not address the 
question 

• did not use correct economic terminology such 
as deficit or surplus 

• lacked focus and clarity in their writing. 
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Section A overview 

Section A of this paper had 20 multiple-choice questions and was intended to examine Assessment 

Objective (AO) 1 - Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of economic concepts and issues and 

AO2 - Apply knowledge and understanding of economic concepts and issues to a variety of contexts. 

Overall, candidates found the multiple-choice questions accessible, and marks gained here contributed 

well to their total mark. Given the range of topics covered and differing skills tested, these marks were a 

positive reflection of preparation for the paper. It is worth reminding candidates that they should try not to 

leave any MCQs blank and must clearly cross out unwanted answers. 

 

Question 1 

A common misconception was that government spending was a cost, rather than the debt interest 

arising from the deficit. 

 

Question 2 

A significant proportion of candidates identified the correct answer (B). 
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Question 3 

A relatively common misconception was candidates selecting answer ‘D’, rather than ‘B’. 

 

Question 4 

A significant proportion of candidates identified the correct answer (B). 
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Question 5 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (C). 

 

Question 6 

A common misconception was increased immigration was a cost of globalisation, rather than the more 

likely negative impact of dominant global brands (A). 
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Question 7 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (C). 

 

Question 8 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (C). 
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Question 9 

A common misconception was that individuals will have less money to spend, rather than their ability to 

spend will fall. 

 

Question 10 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (A). 
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Question 11 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (B). 

 

Question 12 

There was a wider spread of answers by candidates here indicating that they may have not fully 

understood that the question was about finding the answer that impacted the whole of the 

society/economy, rather than the individual. 

  



OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Economics - J205/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 12 © OCR 2025 

Question 13 

This question had a wide range of answers, rather than the correct one which is the impact of a change 

on the value of the pound. 

 

Question 14 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (D). 
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Question 15 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (D). 

 

Question 16 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (D); however a common 

misconception was ‘C’ which is incorrect because inflation could be constant at a very high rate and thus 

not stable prices. 
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Question 17 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (A). 

 

Question 18 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (C). 
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Question 19 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (C). 

 

Question 20 

A significant proportion of candidates correctly identified the correct answer (B). 
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Section B overview 

Section B allowed for a good coverage of the specification and gave candidates the opportunity to 

develop arguments within a set context yet draw on their own knowledge of economics. For analytical 6-

mark questions more candidates were able to link their chain of reasoning to the question asked. 

Evaluation continues to be a skill that needs developing in broader terms, with candidates attempting 

evaluation without linking to the previous point, or when attempting to write a conclusion writing a 

summary of previous points rather than a judgement. Calculation skills tended to be sound, and 

candidates were generally very good at attempting to answer the question set. Some answers to the 

longer answers were highly impressive, demonstrating good structure and clear chains of reasoning. 
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Question 21 (a) 

This question was generally well answered, although some candidates incorrectly gave the UK as an 

answer because emissions started lower in 2000. Also, some candidates did not compare the two 

countries in some ways. 
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Question 21 (b) 

Assessment for learning 

 

When teaching quantitative skills, make sure students regularly include the full units of 

measurement. 

  



OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Economics - J205/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 19 © OCR 2025 

Question 21 (c) 

Many candidates were able to draw an accurate diagram and write an analysis that drew on the context 

and impact of taxation. Candidates generally had a very good understanding of the implications of 

inelastic price elasticity of demand. 

Misconception 

 

The most common misconceptions were that indirect taxes would cause demand to shift. 

Also, several candidates were using a macroeconomic diagram with AD, AS, price level and 

output which is incorrect. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

It is recommended that students have as many opportunities as possible to practise using a 

diagram to analyse the impact of a change in a market whether due to government policy 

such as taxation/subsidy or exchange rates. 
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Question 21 (d) (i) 

This question was answered very well with a wide array of relevant goods and services offered. 

 

Question 21 (d) (ii) 

Most candidates could demonstrate why vaccinations are useful, but did not explicitly state or explain 

how subsidies work. 
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Question 21 (d) (iii)* 

A significant proportion of candidates understood the impact of a subsidy and benefit of vaccinations. 

There were several candidates who either wrote a point about a negative impact or wrote an evaluative 

point that did not ‘pair’ with the point before. 

Misconception 

 

Evaluation is awarded for making a judgement or writing an evaluative point that matches with 

the preceding point. There are several examples in the mark scheme. A common error was 

that candidates would analyse a benefit such as improved living standards/output in the 

economy and then attempt evaluation by writing that there is an opportunity cost of 

government spending without linking this argument to how it would lower the potential gains 

to living standards/evaluation. 
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Exemplar 1 

As can be seen in this exemplar, there is a very reasonable analytical point about vaccines leading to 

greater social sustainability. The following point is developed with regard to limiting future productivity 

which is not matched to the point before and therefore not evaluative. There is a reasonable judgement 

at the end and sound use of the data. This therefore receives Level 2 (3 marks). 
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Question 22 (a) 

This question was generally well answered, although a significant number of candidates did not include 

the £ sign or millions. 
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Question 22 (b) 

Many candidates wrote about the trade in goods and/or services increasing. This is not what the data 

shows, it is the deficit or surplus. 

Assessment for learning 

 

It is recommended that students are encouraged to use key terms such as deficit or surplus 

when referring to the current account or trade flows and that there is a focus on the 

implications of a ‘net value’ i.e. that international trade reflects exports and imports. 

 

Question 22 (c) 

The question requires that candidates focus on reasons for the change in values and analyse these with 

respect to changes in UK trade flows. Candidates who scored lower marks mostly rewrote the 

information in the case study with no analysis. 

Misconception 

 

A common misconception is confusion between the trade balance and government finances. 

Several candidates wrote about the need to increase taxation to pay for the deficit. Some 

candidates confused the impact of investment flows on the Balance of Payments. 
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Exemplar 2 

This exemplar is an excellent example of how a candidate selects information (a movement away from 

manufacturing) explains why this has occurred and then how it has increased the deficit on current 

account. 
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Question 22 (d) (i) 

This question was generally answered well with two services identified. Some unrewarded answers were 

ambiguous or unclear such as ‘workers’ and some referred to goods. 

 

Question 22 (d) (ii) 

Many candidates identified a reasonable reason but did not explain it. A further common 

error/misconception was between exchange rates and interest rates. 
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Question 22 (d) (iii)* 

The question requires that candidates evaluate the effect of a net deficit on the UK economy. There are 

substantial clues in the data (although these should be developed, rather than rewritten). Some 

candidates wrote with regards to the impact of a surplus which was acceptable. 
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Question 23 (a) 

This question was very well answered, however some candidates selected data from the incorrect years. 
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Question 23 (b) 

This was a well answered question, with many candidates selecting appropriate measures for 

development. 

 

Question 23 (c) 

Many candidates clearly identified elements from the data such as education leading to higher 

productivity and/or quoting statistics, then developing a coherent chain of reasoning that analysed how 

this is likely to impact upon GDP. Candidates who scored less well, quoted the data and noted 

correlation, without analysing the economic logic of how education could lead to changing GDP. 
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Question 23 (d) (i) 

Most candidates understood that GDP per capita indicates an ‘average’ income and linked it to living 

standards. 

Misconception 

 

A common misconception is confusion between GDP per capita as an average and wealth or 

income distribution which is a different concept. Furthermore, some candidates believed GDP 

per capita was by household, family or region. 

 

Question 23 (d) (ii) 

This was broadly a well answered question where candidates could identify two benefits to producers. 

Some candidates wrote about benefits to the economy in general or other stakeholders which was not 

awardable. 
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Question 23 (d) (iii)* 

Many candidates found this question very accessible and could equate globalisation with having 

potential benefits to workers. Some candidates did not have matching evaluative points or summarised 

previous points in a conclusion so did not score as highly with regards to evaluation as possible. Also, 

some candidates wrote about different stakeholders such as the government or problems rather than 

benefits and thus did not fully address the requirements of the question. 
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Exemplar 3 

This exemplar is a good example of a candidate developing a sensible, analytical point (about standards 

of living), but not then evaluating it with a matching point (now writing about structural unemployment). 

Furthermore, it is framed as a point about the disadvantages of globalisation which is not what the 

question is asking. 
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