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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 5 series overview

The content of the Euripides paper this year — Medea’s dilemma, Creon’s decision to exile her and her
plotting against her enemies — clearly inspired many of the candidates. The overall standard was high
and for many candidates the longer questions unearthed an emotional involvement with their reading.
Many of the shorter questions allowed all candidates to gain good marks, while more able candidates
and those with a keen attention to detail could gather marks across the paper. The 10-mark essays
provoked considered responses about Medea’s words and thoughts; only a very few candidates appear
to have run out of time on this question. Once again, great credit goes to the candidates and their
teachers for their determination, in sometimes difficult circumstances, to work at the wonderful study of
Greek literature. Candidates displayed a remarkable facility in Greek and achieved some magnificent
responses.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ responded to the questions asked, paying ¢ did not respond to the question asked
attention to the specific line references of any

particular question ¢ did not pay attention to specific line

references, where given
e made close reference to the passages to

discuss style or content points ¢ did not quote Greek and/or offer an accurate

English translation

e quoted Greek and translated into English « allowed the wider story of Medea and her

accurately children to dominate the 10-mark essay

e displayed good knowledge of the whole set question at the expense of the set text, OR
text (for the 10-mark essay question), without discussed seemingly prepared essays on the
allowing the wider story of Medea and her role of women

children to dominate e were less familiar with the set text.

e displayed a close familiarity, sensitivity and
engagement with the text.
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Question 1 (a) (i)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 230-236 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.

Item removed due to third party copyright.

Euripides, Medea, lines 230-236

(a) AaBAwTaTov Gutov (line 2):

(i) how does Medea describe women here?

..................................................................................................................................................... [1]
This was a straightforward question, though it was not uncommon for some candidates to omit the
superlative.
Question 1 (a) (ii)
(i) what has Jason done to make Medea feel this way?
..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

This question was well answered. Examiners allowed Jason ‘has’ married or ‘is going to’ marry Glauce.
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Question 1 (b)

(b) dGc ... Aapetv (lines 3-5): what impression does Medea give of Greek marriage here? Explain
your answer.

Some candidates offered only a translation and did not answer the question explaining the impression of
Greek marriage. Those responses which simply translated the whole of the quoted section (&c...Aafetv)
did not score a mark for the interpretation/personal response.

Exemplar 1

DAY TS O GRS RGOS DE RSN 00 Gy 00 Py g, Mooy

.ﬁ.\m.\j......ﬁn......mx......hm.a.....%.xm\_mm .......................................................................... 12]

This response answers the question by providing an interpretation/personal response (‘Medea presents
marriage as restrictive for women’) and explains the answer with reference to the text (‘she says that
they must take a master of their body’).

Question 1 (c)

(c) xav...xonotov (lines 6-7): what does Medea say is the greatest challenge?

This was a straightforward question for those who understood it. The point of 1] kaov AaBetv 1) xonotdv
was not a comparison between a husband (or man) who was ‘bad’ or ‘useful’, but between a husband
who was ‘bad’ or ‘good’. Examiners did not accept ‘choose’ as a translation of AaBetv.
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Question 2

2 Read the passage and answer the question.

Euripides, Medea, lines 248-251 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.
Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Translation:

They say that we live a life without danger at home,
while they fight with the spear, but they are reasoning
badly; | would choose to stand by a shield three times,
rather than give birth once.

Euripides, Medea, lines 248-251

How does Medea emphasise her disagreement with the view that women'’s lives are easy?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.
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This 4-mark question (with translation) requires at least one aspect of stylistic analysis.

KaK@S @oovovvteg was a common and accepted response by those who said its positioning drew
attention to men’s lack of sensible reasoning, or linked it to the indeterminate ‘they say’ in Aéyovot.

Less successful responses referred to the ‘contrast of &ma&’ without mentioning the contrasting Toic; or
that ‘men fought using an aomida’ without reference to what women did. In order to develop their points

these candidates needed to expand the contextual comparison with further Greek quotation and
discussion of the contrast of childbirth vs war.

‘Emphatic positioning’ was a very common style offering, and examiners are increasingly seeing
responses where ‘juxtaposition’ is used to mean ‘contrast’. Centres are encouraged to discuss
alliteration with candidates as it is not a fail-safe style point.

The practice by some candidates of quoting and translating entire clauses sometimes made it hard to tell
whether the crucial word had been understood correctly. If a longer passage or sentence is quoted with
focus on a particular word, giving the specific Greek and English word as well is prudent.

Question 3 (a) (i)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 259-266 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.
Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 259-266

(a) tooovtov ... oryav (lines 1-5):

(i) how does Medea ask the Chorus to help her?

This question was very well answered. However, too many candidates opted to write part of their
response in the marginal spaces, which are not scanned, and candidates are encouraged instead to
make use of the additional answer space at the end of the paper.
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Question 3 (a) (ii)

(ii) why is Medea angry with Creon as well as with Jason?

Again this question was very well answered. One common error was that Creon was banishing her from
his land, but this event had not yet happened in the text.

Question 3 (b)

(b) yuvn ... padovwtéoa (lines 5-8): what contrast does Medea make in these lines about the
character of women?

There were 4 marks available for this question. Candidates are advised to count the number of points
they think they have written, as some responses fell short of the required number. More able candidates
and those with a keen attention to detail achieved the full 4 marks.

A common error was to omit that women are full of fear ‘in other matters’. This and the second point
were often conflated in less successful responses: ‘women are full of fear and cowardly when it comes to
combat’.
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Question 4

4 Read the passage and answer the question.

Euripides, Medea, lines 277-279 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.
Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 277-279

How does Medea attempt to gain sympathy in these lines?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

This 4-mark question (with no requirement for style analysis) received a range of responses.

There was some confusion regarding ndvta o1 kdAwv: while the more successful responses accurately
recognised this to mean ‘all the rope (indeed)’, others translated it as ‘at full sail’. Examiners were
looking for an accurate understanding of the Greek in context. The interpretation of the metaphor
encouraged a variety of different responses and examiners didn’t probe too closely provided the Greek
was understood and the question was answered.

The other nautical metaphor kovk €otwv dtng evmpodoolotos éxPaois (‘there is no easy landing place
from ruin’) was rarely recognised as a metaphor and so presented fewer problems to candidates.

Commentary on mavwAng 1 tdAawy’ anoAAvuoan was often very good and wide-ranging, including
discussion of tricolon and hyperbole; but its translation (‘Wretched, | am utterly ruined and destroyed’)
caused more difficulties, showing some uncertainty as to the individual words, even from candidates who
intelligently drew attention to the prefix mav- meaning ‘utterly’.
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Exemplar 2

2 Mudaa . ads0. v5es. dwe. S2a . falcing.. oS, o, 3 LophnaSisk. ...
Ao, Lost..and. ha paless.. She 35 Faf_exounple, TG O0L.. KKIY.MAGAS.
.‘.ﬁac.mg..mfus..m&..&,ﬁé‘..@...m:&....&jl....5’..@,;!...ﬁgg.-.(..mﬂ..mg.f.-...ms..put&..dn.l.-n
parspachive. for e andiende. . whe wonld. haXe _ken. very feradiar

nd«mo{}wmmgwhakéaq&mmﬂww,mﬂwwa ...........
atfe Wirg b - 4]

In this response, the candidate employs ellipsis (¢x0oot...k&Awv) and misunderstands the metaphor to

offer an inaccurate translation (‘full sail against me’). However, the commentary before and after the
quote is sufficient to help this response achieve a v'? for this point and, ultimately, a mark of 3/4 overall.
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Question 5

5 Read the passage and answer the question.

Euripides, Medea, lines 358-362 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.
Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 358-362

Translate this passage into English.

The translation for this question was generally well done. Difficulties, when they came, were found in the
omission of the ‘little” words such as more, the first 1} and .
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Question 6*

6* Read the passage and answer the question.

Euripides, Medea, lines 376-385 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.
Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 376-385

How does Medea show that she is thinking very carefully about her plans?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

« the methods she considers
*  her reasoning for rejecting or accepting these methods

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Euripides’ use of language. [8]

This 8-mark question produced some excellent work and it was not uncommon for responses to achieve
the top level, showing how well centres had taught and prepared their candidates. These candidates
made very good points about Medea deliberating between different methods and considering the
consequences if she failed.

Examiners noted that candidates used ellipsis more carefully this year: candidates frequently translated
all omitted words, and it is evident and gratifying to see that centres are delivering the message that an
English translation should accurately match its Greek quotation.

Candidates are reminded to refer only to the passage in the question and not to comment on events
from elsewhere in the set text.

Candidates are also encouraged to use paragraphs to separate their points and to offer a range of style
points. Some candidates wrote excellent answers but did not include any stylistic points — limiting their
response to Level 2.

Some candidates continued to offer examples of alliteration which were unlikely to achieve success,
such as: ‘the alliteration of -0- sounds in ovx 0ld" 6ol MEWTOV €yxelpw emphasises how many ways
to murder Medea can choose,’ and ‘the alliteration of -e- sounds in ¢poig éx0poic YéAwv emphasises
the disgust Medea feels’.

13 © OCR 2025



OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Classical Greek - J292/05 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Others argued that almost every word at the start or end of a line was emphatically placed, or cited
‘emphatic positioning’ more than once, sometimes even three or four times, in a response. Examiners
are looking for a variety of different style points and the more successful responses included, for
example, the mimetic ‘surrounding’ word order (or pleonasm) of V&P dwpa voppuov ol the

superlatives kpoatiota and paAota; and the semantic field of murder.

Question 7 (a)

7 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 403-406 © Judith Affleck;
Clive Letchford, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE 2025-2026, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.
Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Euripides, Medea, lines 403—406

(a) €om’ éc TO dewvov- vov aywv evuyiag (line 1): pick out and translate the Greek word which
Medea uses to describe what she plans to do.

BB WO ..o et e

Englishitranslation:: s inme e s e s e b e o  E e e S

[2]
The majority of responses understood that just one word was required for this question. Some
candidates chose dywv over dewvdv, which was permitted.
Question 7 (b)
(b) ooac ... yaporwc (lines 2-3): what makes it important to Medea that she carries out her plan?
..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

Some candidates omitted the first point, ‘she has suffered’, not realising it was required as part of the
answer; however, the overwhelming majority accurately recognised that Medea did not want to incur
laughter. Some candidates wrote answers outside the parameters of the question.
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Reading the question under exam pressure

As good practice, candidates should always highlight specific lines of text mentioned in a
particular question. This will help avoid errors of straying into irrelevant text and content.

Question 7 (c)

(c) yeywoav éoOAov mateoc HAlov T amo (line 4): why do you think Medea reminds herself about
this?

This question was generally well answered.

Question 8*

8* To what extent do you think Medea is justified in thinking and speaking as she does?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the text you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

Question 6 (the 8-mark question) had already prepared candidates to consider Medea’s murderous
planning, and responses to this final question allowed further exploration of any justification for Medea’s
words and thoughts.

There were some very good answers that showed a deep understanding of the text and the wider story.
It was clear that candidates had a personal response to their reading.

More able candidates responded to both sides of the argument, arguing that Medea had plenty of
reasons to justify her words and thoughts, while acknowledging that murder could never be justified.
There were some excellent arguments about how unfair her treatment of Glauce was, especially in light
of her speech about women having no rights. There was also some interesting discussion of Medea’s
manipulation (of the Chorus, of Creon) and her abuse of supplication. It was pleasing to see that
candidates have learnt to provide evidence from across the whole text and not simply from the passages
printed on the examination paper.

Development was sometimes implicit, with some responses referencing a few examples and then
assuming that justification had been proved. Others tried to answer the question without making
reference to the text, theorising instead on the justification of extreme behaviour by discussion of
women’s lives (today and in ancient Greece) or of aspects of the Medea story outside the set text.

It may be instructive to note that excessively long essays do not always equate to high marks. Some
candidates wrote essays running to four, five or even six pages in length. Such essays run the risk of
losing structure, focus and legibility, which might result in a loss of marks. Candidates should therefore
consider spending a minute or two to formulate a plan to provide structure to the essay, which would be
time well spent.
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