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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 2 series overview

This was the first year of a new set text cycle, and the Herodotus selections proved, as usual, to be the
preferred option (overwhelmingly so). Examiners enjoyed reading many impressive scripts from
candidates who had evidently enjoyed studying the four prescribed passages. The stories about the
Babylonian Wife Market and Megacles’ Marriage, in particular, sparked interest and engagement. Many
candidates showed both depth and breadth of understanding, conveying detailed knowledge of the
Greek and an appreciation of the wider cultural and historical context. Teachers are to be congratulated
for preparing their students so well.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e demonstrated detailed knowledge and ¢ did not know the whole text in detail

understanding of the whole prescribed text : : : Co
o offered imprecise or impressionistic

e supported their answers with accurate Greek

quotation, along with translations that closely
matched the Greek quoted

analysed literary style effectively, showing an
understanding of context

responded thoughtfully to the final 10-mark
question, keeping the question in mind and
drawing in evidence from sections not printed

translations

did not support comments with appropriate
Greek quotation or did not match their
translations to the exact Greek quoted

did not analyse linguistic or literary features
omitted questions

attempted to reproduce a prepared essay in

on the question paper, and even from other
parts of Herodotus’ Histories

responding to the final 10-mark question,
offering insufficient detail to access the higher

e wrote legibly, in fluent English. levels of response

¢ wrote illegibly or without fluency.
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Three general points (also flagged in previous reports)

1.

Use of technical (literary) terms

Many candidates pepper their responses with literary critical terminology but deploy terms rather
loosely. While such misuse is not penalised at this level, candidates are cautioned against using
technical terms indiscriminately. (Previous reports have noted chiasmus, juxtaposition, polyptoton
and polysyndeton.) This year, alliteration and assonance were often selected without development
or explanation as to how the device is effective.

Quality of written communication

Although English SPAG errors are not usually penalised, it is worth noting recurrent errors:

- spelling of Herodotus, Agatriste, repetition

- grammar and syntax: comma splices; use of ‘however’, ‘therefore’ and ‘due to’; ‘contrasts’ (used
transitively) instead of ‘contrasts with’; grocer’s apostrophes (‘Persian’s, Babylonian’s; even
Cleisthene’s.

Candidates are encouraged to check through their paper carefully if time allows.

The usual plea about legibility of scripts

Examiners make every effort to decipher candidates’ handwriting and will read and mark as ‘seen’
everything written on a script. Typed responses are often easier to credit than particularly
impenetrable hand-written scripts, and OCR has issued guidance (here) outlining the various
options for including Greek quotations in typed scripts. Teachers and exams officers are advised
that Option 2 (writing quotations by hand in the answer booklet) should be avoided if
possible. Quotations written in a Greek font are much preferred by on-screen markers; indeed,
such responses are often easier to credit reliably. Computers used in exams are not hard to
configure with a polytonic Greek keyboard, but even the simple Symbol font in Word is preferable
to handwritten Greek quotations written separately in the answer booklet.

OCR support

@ To complement this report, OCR is running a Webinar ‘Exploring the Exam: GCSE Classical

Greek J292’ on Tuesday 2 December 2025. This will feature exemplars and commentaries on
selected questions in this paper and in J292/03, the other prose literature paper (Xenophon).
Among the questions covered will be:

e Question 2 (4-mark passage analysis with translation)
e Question 6¢ (4-mark passage analysis without translation)

o Question 7 (8-mark passage analysis question)

e Question 8 (10-mark essay).
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Question 1 (a) and (b)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

gvtavOa o0ToL pev AGyov gixov e moAtogkiag ovdéva, Kvbgog d¢ amoplais éveixeto.

TEAOG D¢ €moiel O1) TOLOVOE. TAEAC TIV 0TOATIAV 1] & TOTAMOG €IC TNV TOALY eloPdAAeL,

Kot avic dmoBe e méAews TdEac éTégoug, 1) EEMotv ék TS MOAews 6 MOTAUOG,

TIOOELTIE TQ OTOATW, OTAV DX PATOV TO OO0V OWOL YevoueVoy, elotéval TavTn €ic TV
TTOALV. 5

Tales from Herodotus XI(A) (First Capture of Babylon) 6-11

(@) evravOa ... ovdéva (line 1): how did the Babylonians feel about the siege?

These opening two comprehension questions proved unproblematic and were correctly answered by the
great majority. In Question 1 (a), ‘conversation’ was not accepted as a translation of Adyov.

Question 1 (c)
(c) moocime 1@ oTOATY ... €ic TNV OAwv (lines 4-5): what instructions did he give to his army?

Here too, most candidates achieved full marks for showing detailed understanding of the Greek. Some
responses omitted the detail expressed by Tavtr) (‘by this route’), in which case a mark was deducted.

6 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 2

2

Read the passage and answer the question.

VOV 0¢ €€ AmEoodOKT)TOL aUToic maéotnoav ot ITégoar Umo de peyéOoug g ToAEwS,

TV TEQL TA E0XATA TG MOAEWS EAAWKOTWY, OL TO HETOV OlkoLVTES TS BaBuvAwvog ovk
guavOavov tavta, AAAA (ETuxe Yoo oDoa £€0QTH]) €XOQEVOV TE TODTOV TOV XQOVOV KAL &V
evntabeloug Noay, eig 6 1 kai 10 aAnBbég émvBbovro.

Translation:

But now the Persians stood in front of them unexpectedly. And because of the great size of the
city, when those in the city’'s outskirts were caught, the people living in the centre of Babylon did
not learn this, but (for there happened to be a festival) they were dancing during this time and
enjoying themselves, until indeed they also learned the truth.

Tales from Herodotus XI(A) (First Capture of Babylon) 26—31

How does Herodotus, by his use of language, show that the Babylonians were taken by surprise?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.
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This question was answered well by most candidates. Full marks were earned by those who gave two
Greek quotations, supported by accurate translation and including at least one comment about
language, as stipulated in the question. The best responses compared the dancing with the horrors of
what would come, appreciating the irony of the contrast between the Babylonians’ blissful ignorance and
the dawning of ‘the truth’. Some points were weakened by imprecise Greek quotation (e.g. omitting the
important ‘little’ word in phrases such as év evmaOelaig, eig 6, T0 dAnOEc) but examiners did not

penalise the many who omitted the preposition ¢& from the phrase ¢& dmpoodokrjtov (‘unexpectedly’).

Assessment for learning: two points

1. Since this question is accompanied by an English translation, candidates need to be
scrupulous with their Greek quotations. ‘Little’ words, especially the definite article, are
important and should not be omitted.

2. Herodotus did not use brackets. Comments about the parenthetical clause in this passage
(étuxe Yoo ovoa €op1r)), were valid — and credited in the mark scheme — but candidates
should avoid talking about modern punctuation.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Aaeiw d¢ kal detvov €dOKEL elvat TALS TVAAGS TavTAUG undev xonobat kal, xonuatwv
KEWMEVWV KAL AVTOV TV XONUATWV ETUKAAOVUEVWY, 1) 00 AaBely avTd. (Taig O¢

TOAQIS TAUTALS OVOEV €XOTTO TOLOE Evera, OTL UTEQ KEPAATIC aVTQ EYLyVETO &V O

VEKQOG dleEeAQUVOVTL) AVoLEAG d¢ TOV TAPOV NURE XONUATA HEV 0V, TOV dE VEKQOV, KAl
yoappata Aéyovia tade, ‘el un anAnotoc te Noda XONUATWY Kat aloxQokeQdNs, ovK &v S
vekowv Onkac avéwyec.

Tales from Herodotus XlI (Rebuff to Darius) 11-19

(@) Taic moAaic tavtag (line 1): from the section before this passage, give one detail that
Herodotus has already told us about the tomb above these gates.

Those who read the question carefully and offered a contextual detail about the tomb earned the mark
here. Candidates noted, for example, that it was commissioned by Nitocris, or that it carried an
inscription, or was undisturbed until Darius came to power. Many, however, including some very capable
candidates, lost a mark for describing the gates rather than the tomb.
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Question 3 (b)

(b) Taic 8¢ mMOAaC ... drieEeAavvovT (lines 2—4): why did Darius not make use of the gates?

The majority fared well here, earning two marks. Examiners exercised some leniency over the
interpretation of avt@ and dieEeAavvovty, but ‘walking’ or ‘marching’ were not accepted for the latter.

Question 3 (c) and (d)

(c) avoilac ... avéwyec (lines 4-6): what did Darius find when he opened the tomb?

(d) How do you think Darius felt when he discovered what was in the tomb? Give a reason for your
answer.

These questions were both very well done. The first Question 3 (c) was a fairly straightforward
comprehension exercise (AO2) and presented few issues. Since the mark scheme allowed a paraphrase
of Nitocris’ words, examiners accepted a singular translation of Orjkag (i.e. ‘tomb’ instead of ‘tombs’); on

the other hand, ‘a letter’ for the plural yoaupata was not allowed.

The great majority earned two marks for Question 3 (d), an evaluative, AO3 question, citing a wide range
of possible emotions felt by Darius when his greed was exposed.
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the passage and answer the questions.

KOTX KOUAS EKAOTAS AT TOL €TOVG €TOLELTO TAdE. e at tapOévol yiyvorvto Yapwv
WOALAL, TAVTAC OMWS OLVAYXYOLEV TTAOAC €16 €V Xwolov elonyov abpoac: méQLE d¢
avTag (oTato OUIAOS AvOQwV.

Tales from Herodotus Xl (The Babylonian Wife Market) 1-4

(a) Pick out and translate the three-word Greek phrase which describes how often the wife auction
took place.

Graok PITASE:. e v i e s s e e e

ENglish translation: ...

Most responses were given 2 marks here, making good use of the steer in the question which asks for a
three-word Greek phrase. A small number quoted the correct three words but did not translate gra&
accurately, rendering the phrase ama& tov étoug as ‘every year'. Such responses got 1 mark only. A
few quoted the wrong three words; even fewer did not actually quote three words.
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Question 5

5

Read the passage and answer the question.

ool pev o) evdatipoves twv BapuAwviwy noav éntyapor, ovtot UtegPaAAovTeg
AAANAOLE EEWVOUVTO TAS KAAALOTELOVOAG: GOOL OE TOV DOV ETTLYAUOL oAV, £1D0VG
XONOTOD 0V DEOUEVOL, XONMATA TE Kal aloxiovag magBévoug EAGuBavov.

Tales from Herodotus XlII (The Babylonian Wife Market) 8—12

Translate this passage into English.

The translation question was very well handled this year, with the majority of candidates achieving 4 or 5
marks and very few earning just 1 or 2. The commonest error was with the tense of ¢£wvovvto and

eéAdupavov, and a fair number of candidates omitted the important adversative particle d¢ in line 2. See
below for elaboration, and for details of other errors seen:

mistranslation or omission of 6oot: an inconsequential error, though only penalised once

omission of evdalpoveg or émiyapot a more serious error, but (in the case of éntyapor) only
penalised once

aorist translations of ¢£wvovvto and éAdaupavov: again only penalised once. Since Herodotus is

here looking back on a Babylonian custom that had fallen into disuse by his own time, examiners
expected translations to acknowledge the imperfect tenses — e.g. ‘would/used to buy’, ‘would/used to
take’

the omission of d¢ in line 2, which marks the contrast between the rich Babylonians and the common
people: an inconsequential error:

‘they would buy’ omitted or softened to something more palatable (e.g. ‘would take home’)

missing the comparative force of aioxiovac: inconsequential error
- plural maOévoug rendered singular: a more serious error, but if coupled with an error in aioxlovag
(e.g. ‘an ugly girl’) this was treated as a single more serious error.

Note that any omitted ‘substantial’ word (i.e. not a particle) constitutes a more serious error. A single
more serious error + a single inconsequential error in an otherwise correct translation cannot earn more
than 3 marks.

11 © OCR 2025
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Exemplar 1

Wﬁdrﬁ&dvjfwwftw)ﬂ/w%b%btc@%

. WNETE oo U {C. ONRILage ) s did..
....I{LD-.t.....vteq.mir.f_,..__8__ao.oL..Lﬂ.o.k_s.,....i‘.Q.Q..t%....Loct(m..Me;M% .....

This translation meets the descriptor for 4 marks out of 5 since it is essentially correct but has two
inconsequential errors. The candidate has dealt well with 6oot, evdaipoveg, émtyapor and aloylovag
ntapBévoug but has made two of the mistakes highlighted above:

e Qaorist translations of ¢£wvovvto and éAapPavov: the second of these was not penalised

e omission of d¢ in line 2.

OCR support

@ The Bloomsbury-produced and OCR-endorsed Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE offers
helpful explanatory notes about the historical context for this passage (see page 30). There
are also excellent translations of the GCSE set texts published on the Classical Association’s

website. In the Herodotus translation there, the verbs ¢£wvovvto and éAauBavov are
translated as ‘used to buy’ and ‘used to gain’ respectively.
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Question 6 (c)

(c) How does Herodotus emphasise Cleisthenes’ authority and competitive spirit in this passage?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

Candidates responded very well to this question, with the majority achieving full marks by offering two
good content points, supported by Greek quotation and translation. For example, there were some
astute observations about how Cleisthenes invites people to become his son-in-law rather than his
daughter’s husband. Generalisations or inaccurate translations were liable to weaken a point, and
answers that relied upon the quotation of a single word were hard to credit with two marks, especially if
that one word was the name Cleisthenes.

The majority of candidates who quoted a&tot did not understand that this is a verb, judging it to be an
adjective (‘worthy’) or even, on occasion, describing it as an adverb. Please see Exemplar 2 and
misconception below for elaboration.

Although linguistic points are not expected when the question is not accompanied by an English
translation (see the Assessment for learning box below), many candidates assumed that the question
was inviting style points. The strongest responses invariably included excellent stylistic observations that
were relevant to the question, commenting, for example, on the middle voice of ¢romjoato (‘he had this

announcement made’) or on the commanding tone of the third person imperative nkétw (‘let him come).
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Exemplar 2

“You should make two points, each supported by close reference {o the Greek.

W (eorthy .
1o W ok e bR K e SRR 4o Svberd......

b St o pod{fon. of..gnesk..... shar Ehad senvene

&w& ...... $2... 0380 A .. Yo e Haean. Ot Ut 5% A

AT S S N LTSS PR, TSP YER L a—

. 4
deidtherey’  son-ir-len & Ly gt affe ok
topo) Wit pow ke, se  showd heto  newd eaatonhr el
powRe CledyrHanry Naself  heldy i Ko |

This response is taken from a strong script, which achieved a very high mark overall. Here the candidate
has relied on the single word a&ot, translated as ‘worthy’ to illustrate the first point. The point was
therefore judged insufficient was given just 1 mark. The addition of the word éavtov and a translation

‘thinks himself worthy’ would have secured a second mark. The second point is well supported, and very
well developed, earning 2 marks.

With one weaker point and one good point, the response was given 3 out of 4 marks.

Misconception

Examiners regularly saw &&ot interpreted as an adjective (masculine nominative plural),

O instead of as a verb (3" person singular, present subjunctive). The subjunctive is used here in
an indefinite construction (6otis ... éavtov a&lol = ‘whoever ... thinks himself worthy’) and
the -ot ending, easily confused with a second declension adjectival ending, has arisen
because &&i1dw is a contracted verb.
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OCR support
@ As mentioned above (Question 5) the OCR Anthology offers helpful translation guidance and

explanatory notes. On page 33, the word a&ot is glossed with the note ‘a&éw + infinitive —
think worthy’, which clarifies that it is a verb.

Assessment for learning: two points (reiterated from the 2024 report)

‘This question is not inviting style points: two good content points, supported by accurate
reference to the Greek, should earn full marks; however, any relevant style points (e.g.
superlative aplotov) can be rewarded, so long as the context is clearly understood.’

@ 1. Itis worth noting the guidance in the mark scheme for this style of question:

2. While it is acceptable to use ellipsis dots in lieu of a full quotation, this carries the risk of
omitting words in translation. Candidates should check carefully that their translation matches

the exact words quoted.
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Question 7*

7* Read the passage and answer the question.
WG O¢ Edelmvnoay, ol HVNOTNEES €QLV ELXOV UL LOVOLKT)- TQOLOVOTC O¢ TS TTO0EWS
0 TnmokAeidnc, mMoAL katéXwv ToUC AAAOVG, EkéAgvoe TOV AVANTIV avANoAL ALTQ
EupéAeav, metbopévou 0& TOL AVATTOL WEXTOATO. KAl WS EAVTQ UEV AQEOTWS
wOXeLTo: 0 d¢ KAeroOévng oowv 0Aov 10 moaypa twmteve. peta 0¢ O TnmokAeidng
EkéAevoé Tiva toamelav eloeveyketv, eloeABovong 8¢ Thc TeaméCNS MEWTOV péV ETT 5
AVTNG WOXNOATO AAKWVIKX KAl ATTIKAX OXNUATIR, ETELTA OE TNV KEPAATV €Qelong €Ml
TV T0ATteCAV TOIC OKEAETLY EXEQOVOUTOE.

Tales from Herodotus XIV(B) (Megacles’ marriage) 24—-33
How does Herodotus make it clear that Hippocleides behaved foolishly at the feast?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

*  how Herodotus describes Hippocleides’ dancing
*  how Cleisthenes viewed his behaviour

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Herodotus’ use of language. [8]

There were some excellent responses to this question, with the majority of candidates reaching Level 3
or 4. The best responses selected a range of relevant examples from across the passage, commenting
upon appropriate aspects of content and style, and supporting their points with well-chosen Greek
quotations, accurately translated. Candidates made good use of the bullet points in the question stem,
and many deployed literary terms appropriately, offering perceptive comments about grammar. There
were astute observations about how Hippocleides disgraced himself, acting arrogantly (and
inappropriately as a guest) in issuing orders to Cleisthenes’ minions, and ‘putting more than just his
dancing skills on show’ when he took to ‘break-dancing’ on the table. Many had evidently enjoyed
learning about the putative etymological connection between testicles and the verb woxnoato. The
phrase oAU katéxwv Tovg dAAouvg (‘far outdoing the others’) in Line 2 drew an unexpected
interpretation from a number of very good candidates, who suggested that Hippocleides was outdoing
the others in his drinking, rather than in the music competition. Examiners gave this a BOD (Benefit of
Doubt) if developed into a good point.

Less successful responses betrayed a patchy understanding of the Greek, relying upon one-word
quotations or bullet points, without sufficient context to strengthen the point. For example, the repetition
of éxéAevoe was noted, but often without additional detail about whom Hippocleides ordered. Comments
about the repetition of toameCav (in the chiastic phrase toanelav eloeveykety, eloeAbBovong de g
toaméCnc) needed a convincing explanation of how the emphasis on the table showed Hippocleides’
foolishness. Points were sometimes marred by inaccurate quotation and translation, and many
misunderstood the participle in ‘Opwv 0Aov 10 mpoaypa vmwnteve’, assuming that opawv was part of
‘viewed with suspicion’. Some candidates saw sound effects (assonance/alliteration) in almost every
phrase but struggled to use such examples effectively in response to the question.

Responses that did not offer any linguistic or stylistic commentary were limited to Level 2 (i.e. maximum
4 out of 8 marks) but most included at least one such point, to access a higher level.

16 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Exemplar 3

o wilikon dom ko rerlade Mippocluded] antaninge . N S

..........................................................................................................................................................

Rewodebtd ook Tl HeG... L0010 MLV PEDTIS,. . el e
W0 et W, dgnal.. jvn. o wety Quak el fQasing fo ..

!

woc% _____ C QM. meamang ! sty

C

AN WC)W ........................ veeres et e e e a e r et e r e rares

This example is taken from a Level 3 response which was given 5 marks. The first three paragraphs
illustrate some of the points highlighted above:

e paragraph 1: examiners accepted this interpretation of the phrase, although the omission of the word
oA (‘far’) in the English translation slightly weakens the point

e paragraph 2 makes a good point about Hippocleides’ arrogance in a stranger’'s home, but relies upon
the single word éxéAevoe and is missing detail about who was told to do what by Hippocleides

e paragraph 3 has the makings of an excellent point, with a good linguistic comment about the use of
the pronoun éavt. It is a pity that the authorial interjection mwgs (‘| suppose’) has not been
translated.
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Question 8*

8* ‘ltis difficult to identify themes that connect Herodotus’ stories.’
How far do you agree?

You should support your answer with reference to at least three of the four stories you have read,
and you may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

This challenging essay question proved to be an effective discriminator. Obliged to think thematically,
most candidates made a good attempt to identify connections between four disjointed stories whose
unifying feature is, arguably, the simple fact that they were all written by Herodotus! The strongest
responses saw a large range of connections identified, going well beyond the suggested arguments
listed in the mark scheme. Candidates wrote about Herodotus’ Athenian audience; his wish to embellish
his narrative for the purpose of a good story; the theme of powerful figures and their significance to
Greek history (Cyrus, Darius, Cleisthenes, Megacles); ideas about wealth, greed and generosity; and the
theme of the reversal of fortunes.

Despite the challenge posed by the question, the majority of candidates achieved a mark in Level 4 or 5.
In some cases, those who had fared less well on the rest of the paper were able to redeem marks here.
Responses ranged over the full text (the question stem stipulates that at least three stories must be
discussed), drawing in plenty of evidence from both the paper and the wider prescription, and there was
some impressive knowledge displayed about Greek and near-Eastern history. For example, Cyrus’
diversion of the Euphrates was linked to the engineering feat of Queen Nitocris a generation earlier. The
best responses carefully analysed what connected the stories (marriage customs, women as passive
objects, clever plans, moral messages) and those that didn’t (different locations, different characters,
dissimilar styles). Full mark answers typically addressed both sides of the argument, explaining why it is
indeed difficult to identify themes that connect Herodotus’ stories.

Less successful responses invariably disagreed with the stimulus statement but then made tenuous links
or sweeping generalisations across the four stories, re-telling the narrative in an impressionistic way. The
ingenuity of Cyrus and Nitocris, for example, offers a good thematic link, but details about that ingenuity
need to be spelled out. Some found it hard to draw the disparate strands of the prescription together and
tried, with limited success, to shoehorn this question into one they had done in class.

Many candidates wrote at length, making use of the additional answer space and often continuing into a
second answer booklet. Notwithstanding some questionable use of English (as highlighted at the start of
this report), there were several well-structured answers featuring an introduction and conclusion, clear
topic sentences and attempts to weigh up arguments and counter-arguments.

Assessment for learning (repeated from the 2024 report)

even if those quotations are taken from the extracts printed on the question paper. In fact,
Greek quotation is only likely to take up precious time better devoted to checking through the
response’s written English.

@ Candidates are reminded that there is no need to quote Greek in this 10 mark essay question,
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Copyright information

Questions 1 to 8: © Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-
45, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2002. Reproduced by permission of Bloomsbury Publishing.
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