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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

Please note: OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Citizenship Studies (J270) will no longer be funded in 

Wales for new learners after 30 September 2026. Please check the Qualifications in Wales portal (QiW) 

for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
https://www.qiw.wales/
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Paper 1 series overview 

The overwhelming majority of candidates completed the paper. Almost all candidates understood what 

they were required to do and seemed able to access the paper without difficulty. 

Many candidates performed well on factual recall questions but less so on those questions where they 

were asked to apply their knowledge and understanding in unfamiliar contexts. 

Candidates tended to do well on Section A where they showed good knowledge and understanding of 

rights and responsibilities. 

However, there was considerable uncertainty this year about aspects of UK government and politics. 

Responses to questions on the British constitution and the economy were often poor. Consequently, 

levels of achievement in Section B were disappointing in comparison with previous years. Despite 

generally strong performances on Section A of the specification, marks were depressed overall.  

Examiners were especially concerned by some candidates’ poor understanding of the relationships 

between taxation, economic growth and public spending, and their uncertainty about the separation of 

powers and its implications.  

On the other hand, many candidates had clearly been well taught, were familiar with the specification 

and understood several key issues and debates around rights, the economy and decision making. They 

deserve to be congratulated on their achievements, as do their teachers.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a good knowledge and understanding of 
the specification’s key concepts and 
terminology 

• had a strong knowledge and understanding 
British politics and government necessary for 
success in Section B 

• read the sources and questions carefully 

• were able to apply their knowledge and 
understanding in unfamiliar contexts 

• were prepared to reconsider and change their 
responses 

• underlined or highlighted key points in the 
sources.  

• had insufficient knowledge and understanding 
of the concepts and terminology relevant to the 
specification 

• relied on their ‘common sense’ to select 
responses rather than information and 
perspectives from their studies 

• had insufficient knowledge about the British 
constitution or the economy 

• seemed to have little experience applying their 
knowledge and understanding to unfamiliar 
contexts 

• did not spend enough time analysing and 
interpreting the sources especially those that 
included statistical data. 
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Section A overview 

This section on rights and responsibilities was well answered by candidates.  

They showed good knowledge and understanding of rights and applied their learning to respond well to 

different scenarios.  

Most used written and visual sources effectively although many lacked confidence with the statistical 

source used for Question 11.  

The only significant gap in candidates’ knowledge related to the role of trade unions in supporting 

workers’ rights.  

 

Question 1 

An overwhelming majority of candidates started the paper well by correctly choosing option C - they 

knew that the Magna Carta ‘established the right to a fair trial’. Of the very few who chose incorrectly, 

most answered that the Magna Carta ‘set out citizens’ voting rights’.  
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Question 2 

Ethnicity and sex are the two characteristics, other than those mentioned in Source 2, that are protected 

under UK equality laws. Most candidates responded correctly by choosing option A. A minority answered 

that social class was also protected.  
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Question 3 

The correct option (D) was chosen by most candidates but some answered incorrectly that each 

signatory to the European Convention on Human Rights is able to decide which rights and freedoms to 

protect.  

 

Question 4 

Educating children and paying tax are both legal responsibilities for citizens. Voting is not a legal 

responsibility, so option A is the correct response, chosen by most candidates. A significant minority 

thought incorrectly that citizens do have a legal responsibility to vote.  
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Question 5 

Most candidates chose option B showing that they knew judges decide sentences rather than guilt or 

innocence and establish precedents rather than decide new laws.  

Misconception 

 

Judges do not decide new laws. That is parliament’s role. Judges interpret the law and can 

establish legal precedents as a consequence of these interpretations.  

 

Question 6 

Both these statements are false. The correct answer is option A. In criminal trials, the prosecution must 

prove that the accused person is guilty, and people found guilty in a Crown Court do have a right of 

appeal. Many candidates did answer correctly but some answered that people accused of a crime must 

prove their innocence. 
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Question 7 

Most candidates chose at least one correct response (B or C) but only a minority offered both these 

correct answers. Many candidates chose option A answering, incorrectly, that adult courts are unable to 

dispense justice to young people under 18.  
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Question 8 

Almost all candidates chose at least one correct difference between criminal and civil law (options A, C, 

F or J) and most identified at least three differences. An overwhelming majority knew that civil law is 

used to settle disputes between people, organisations and businesses. Far fewer knew that losers in a 

civil case usually compensate the other side in the dispute.  
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Question 9 

This question differentiated well between candidates. Many thought, incorrectly, that it is illegal for the 

media to conduct ‘secret’ investigations while others answered that MPs enjoy special legal protection. R 

is the only correct statement. Many candidates correctly chose option D.  
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Question 10 

Most candidates understood the right to peaceful protest and the role of the police in making sure that 

protests are peaceful, option B. A small minority believed incorrectly that protests against the monarch 

are illegal while others thought that the police should arrest the protesters.  
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Question 11 
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This challenging question was answered correctly (option C) by many candidates. Candidates who 

gained the mark understood that recorded crime rates could be affected by the police recording offences 

more efficiently (Q) and by the availability of knives and guns (R). Some candidates answered that rates 

of recorded crime could be affected by ‘an increasingly violent society’ but Source 11 does not support 

such an assumption. 

Assessment for learning 

 

It is important to help candidates develop the ability to effectively analyse and interpret 

statistical sources. Practising this question, along with other similar past questions, can help 

candidates build these important skills. 
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Question 12 

Most candidates realised that it would be illegal to reject Sam’s application because of other employees’ 

preference for a younger recruit, option D. A minority also answered, incorrectly, that it would be illegal to 

ask Sam to undergo tests linked to the demands of the job.  
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Question 13 

As with Question 12, this question tested candidates’ ability to apply their citizenship knowledge and 

understanding to an unfamiliar scenario. Most responses were correct; most candidates understood that 

Zayn’s claim should be made through a civil court (option C), although a significant minority regarded 

Zayn’s problem as a criminal matter and recommended the police or a magistrates court as a valid route 

to justice. 
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Question 14 

The correct answer was option D. All three examples were ones where a trade union might legitimately 

advise and support its members. Many candidates did not gain the mark here, suggesting there may be 

misunderstanding about a trade union’s role in the workplace. 
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Section B overview 

Many candidates lacked the knowledge and understanding of government and politics to achieve well in 

Section B. Many did less well on this section, compared to their strong performance on Section A.  

There were particular difficulties with questions on the economy (23 and 24), the British constitution (16, 

18, 20, 22, 26 and 29), devolution (27) and local democracy (28). Even the straightforward question on 

voting systems (17) elicited only a modest level of response. 

Notable was the apparent lack of understanding candidates’ had of the relationship between levels of 

taxation, economic growth and government spending. These critical relationships are, of course, 

fundamental to an understanding of the policy differences between political parties and may help 

determine candidates’ voting behaviour.  

 

Question 15 

The rule of law is important in a democracy so that citizens are confident that everyone will be subject to 

the same laws. This correct response (B) was selected by most candidates. Some candidates thought 

that the rule of law enabled citizens to speak out against injustice (A).  
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Question 16 

A significant number of candidates knew that national referendums were held to decide important 

matters that affect the British constitution, option D. Examples would include referendums to leave the 

European Union or to introduce proportional representation. A significant minority of candidates thought 

referendums were used to decide the outcome of tied elections or to decide responses to parliamentary 

petitions. 
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Question 17 

Most candidates made the correct choice of option B but many were uncertain about the number of 

constituencies in the UK and chose option A instead.  

 

Question 18 

There was considerable uncertainty about the rights and responsibilities of the Official Opposition’s 

leader. Many thought the leader of the opposition would be represented in the Cabinet, while others 

answered the opposition leader would run the country in the prime minister’s absence. Many candidates 

answered correctly by choosing option C. 
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Question 19 

To be able to vote in a UK general election, people must meet all three criteria (P, Q and R) making 

option A the correct response. Many candidates chose correctly but some discounted either P or Q and 

so did not gain the mark.  
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Question 20 

There was considerable uncertainty about how prime ministers are chosen and whether members of the 

House of Lords can join a government. Those candidates who gained the mark knew that prime 

ministers are selected by MPs and usually choose popular and skilled parliamentary colleagues (House 

of Commons and House of Lords) to serve in their cabinet. Option C is the correct response. 

Misconception – how prime ministers are chosen 

 

There is a common misconception that UK prime ministers are directly elected by the public in 

a process similar to the one used to choose presidents of France or the United States of 

America.  
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Question 21 

Option A is correct. Most candidates chose this option. A significant minority seemed to be unfamiliar 

with the first-past-the-post voting system and its implications for democracy. Many answered, incorrectly, 

that it tended to result in ‘weak government’ which is a frequent criticism of proportional representation.  

 

Question 22 



OCR Level 1/ Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Citizenship Studies - J270/01 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report 

 25 © OCR 2025 

The only option for the UK Government is to change their plan to fit in with what the judges had said (R), 

so, option D is the correct response. Candidates who got this incorrect answered that an appeal to a 

higher court was in order (the Supreme Court is the highest court in this case). Others opted for 

appointing different judges – but the judiciary is historically independent from government. the judiciary’s 

historical independence from government.  

 

Question 23 

‘P’ and ‘Q’ are correct in this case whereas ‘R’ is not. Tax increases would not stimulate economic 

growth. They would be much more likely to slow it down, so, option A is the correct response to this 

question. Candidates who performed well on this question tended to be successful on the rest of the 

paper. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Questions on the relationships between taxation, economic growth and government spending 

prove difficult for candidates but these relationships are key to understanding economics and 

politics. More practice with these types of question and engagement with simple teacher-

devised scenarios may improve candidates’ confidence.  
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Question 24 

The correct answer is option C. Spending on social protection including welfare benefits and pensions 

outstrips other areas of government spending by a considerable margin. The costs of asylum and 

immigration are insignificant in comparison, but many candidates thought that was the largest area of 

government spending. Others answered, incorrectly, that most was spent on roads and railways.  
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Question 25 

This factual recall question was answered well by most candidates, who answered option B. A significant 

minority claimed that Black Rod organised security - possibly confusing this role with that of the Sergeant 

of Arms. 

 

Question 26 

The correct answer is option A. The monarch’s speech to parliaments sets out future government policy 

Many candidates thought that the monarch’s speech was a chance for parliamentarians to ask 

questions.  
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Question 27 

This question exposed candidates’ general lack of knowledge about the power of the UK Government in 

the nations and regions. Of the options available to candidates, only defence (option A) is a full UK 

Government responsibility. Taxation and transport are significantly devolved, and Scotland has a 

separate legal system. Candidates who answered correctly tended to do well on the rest of the paper. 

 

Question 28 

The correct answer is option C. This question exposed a considerable level of uncertainty about the 

workings of local democracy and, for some, ignorance about the meaning of the term ‘electorate’. Many 

candidates answered that local authority councillors were chosen by the council’s mayor or MP. 
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Question 29 

This was another ‘government and politics’ question where candidates often did not choose the correct 

answer (option A). The House of Commons does not have any obligation to ‘obey’ the House of Lords 

and it’s the UK Parliament that is sovereign rather than the government.  

Candidates who did well on this question also succeeded on the rest of the paper. Candidates do need 

to develop a good understanding of the fundamentals of the British constitution. 

 

Question 30 

The civil service is responsible for all the functions listed above and so the correct answer is option B.  

Candidates do need an understanding of what it is the civil service does.  
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Section C overview 

Section C was answered competently by most candidates who showed a good understanding of key 

concepts and terminology such as community cohesion, emigration and immigration.  

As in previous years, many candidates showed uncertainty about issues and trends connected with 

migration and asylum seeking.  

Knowledge and understanding of the Commonwealth was relatively weak but candidates were more 

familiar with the United Nations and the role of Non-governmental organisations.  

 

Question 31 

The overwhelming majority chose the correct option (A). Those who chose incorrectly answered that 

either the Irish Republic was part of the UK or that Scotland was independent.  
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Question 32 

There was a good understanding of the term ‘community cohesion’ with the majority of candidates 

deciding correctly that both statements are true, answering option B. 

 

Question 33 

Many candidates incorrectly chose B, answering that people seeking asylum in the UK are responsible 

for high levels of immigration, whereas the overwhelming majority of immigrants arrive in the UK to work 

or study – so option C is correct. 
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Question 34 

Asylum seekers currently have the right to accommodation and to have their claim for asylum decided 

fairly and accurately. They do not have a right to be offered employment – so option B is correct. Most 

incorrect responses included employment as a right that asylum seekers have when arriving in the UK. 
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Question 35 

The facts that would concern the author of Source 35 would be the UK’s ageing population and low 

fertility rate (Q and R). They would be less concerned about where older people choose to live (P) – so B 

is the correct option.  
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Question 36 

It is true that over 500 000 EU citizens left the UK in the period 2020–22 but not true that more people 

now leave the UK than arrive here, so option D is correct. Many candidates did not believe that 

substantial EU citizens had left the UK and others did believe that rates of emigration now exceeded 

rates of immigration.  
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Question 37 

This factual recall question was answered well. Almost all candidates were able to identify at least one 

EU aim. Popular choices were economic aims D and K. Candidates were less sure about the EU’s 

political aims.  
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Question 38 

The UK’s overall wealth has reduced as a result of leaving the EU, but the government is now free to 

agree trade deals with other countries. Both statements are true but relatively few candidates, including 

those who did well on the rest of the paper, identified the correct answer (option B). Most chose 

incorrectly that the UK’s wealth had not reduced as a result of leaving the EU. 

 

Question 39 

Of the options given, only Reform would not like closer links with Europe. Labour and the Greens would 

be in favour of closer links, so option A is correct. Most selected this correct answer. Many of those who 

were incorrect suggested that Reform wanted closer European links.  
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Question 40 (a) 

Statements ‘P’, ‘Q’ and ‘R’ are all correct, so option A is the correct answer. Option B was popular with 

many unsuccessful candidates who were uncertain about the matter of historic links. Those who did well 

on this question tended to achieve well on the rest of the paper.  
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Question 40 (b) 

Candidates performed better on the second part of the Commonwealth question. Most answered that 

both statements were correct so gained the mark for answering option B.  

 

Question 41 

After careful consideration, examiners decided that option A and option C should both be regarded as 

correct. NGOs raise money from the public (option A) but many also receive taxpayer-funded 

government grants (option C). Most candidates chose one or other of these correct responses. The 

overwhelming majority of this group chose option A but all correct answers demonstrated an 

understanding of the term ‘NGO’. 
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Question 42 

It is true to say that most of the world’s nations belong to the UN and that the countries identified in the 

second statement have the right to block UN action. Most of those who did not gain the mark thought the 

second statement was false. The correct answer is B.  
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