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1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

(a) ἐνταῦθα … οὐδένα (line 1): how did the Babylonians feel about the siege?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

(b) τάξας τὴν στρατιὰν … ὁ ποταµός (lines 2–3): how did Cyrus arrange his forces?

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(c) προεῖπε τῷ στρατῷ … εἰς τὴν πόλιν (lines 4–5): what instructions did he give to his army?

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "ἐνταῦθα οὗτοι μὲν λόγον εἶχον τῆς πολιορκίας οὐδένα" to last line "εἰσιέναι ταύτῃ εἰς τὴν πόλιν." Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.
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2 Read the passage and answer the question.

How does Herodotus, by his use of language, show that the Babylonians were taken by surprise?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

1  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

2  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
 [4]

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "νῦν δὲ ἐξ ἀπροσδοκήτου αὐτοῖς παρέστησαν οἱ Πέρσαι." to last line "εἰς ὃ δὴ καὶ τὸ ἀληθὲς ἐπύθοντο." Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.
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3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

(a) ταῖς πύλαις ταύταις (line 1): from the section before this passage, give one detail that 
Herodotus has already told us about the tomb above these gates.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

(b) ταῖς δὲ πύλαις … διεξελαύνοντι (lines 2– 4): why did Darius not make use of the gates?

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

(c) ἀνοίξας … ἀνέῳγες (lines 4–6): what did Darius find when he opened the tomb?

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

(d) How do you think Darius felt when he discovered what was in the tomb? Give a reason for your 
answer.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "Δαρείῳ δὲ καὶ δεινὸν ἐδόκει εἶναι ταῖς πύλαις ταύταις μηδὲν χρῆσθαι καί" to last line "οὐκ ἂν νεκρῶν θήκας ἀνέῳγες.’" Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.



5

Turn over© OCR 2025 

4 Read the passage and answer the questions.

(a) Pick out and translate the three-word Greek phrase which describes how often the wife auction 
took place.

Greek phrase:  ..................................................................................................................

English translation:  ..................................................................................................................

[2]

(b) Give one detail from this passage about the young women mentioned.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "κατὰ κώμας ἑκάστας ἅπαξ τοῦ ἔτους ἐποιεῖτο τάδε" to last line "πέριξ δὲ αὐτὰς ἵστατο ὅμιλος ἀνδρῶν.’" Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.
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5 Read the passage and answer the question.

Translate this passage into English.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [5]

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "ὅσοι μὲν δὴ εὐδαίμονες τῶν Βαβυλωνίων ἦσαν ἐπίγαμοι," to last line "χρήματά τε καὶ αἰσχίονας παρθένους ἐλάμβανον." Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.
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6 Read the passage and answer the questions.

(a) ταύτην (line 1): what was the name of this person, Cleisthenes’ daughter?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

(b) Ὀλυµπίων (line 2): to what does this refer?

 ..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

(c)  How does Herodotus emphasise Cleisthenes’ authority and competitive spirit in this passage?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

1  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

2  .......................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
[4]

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "ταύτην ἠθέλησεν," to last line "ὡς κυρώσοντος Κλεισθένους τὸν γάμον ἐν ἐνιαυτῷ.’" Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.
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7* Read the passage and answer the question.

How does Herodotus make it clear that Hippocleides behaved foolishly at the feast?

In your answer you may wish to consider:

• how Herodotus describes Hippocleides’ dancing
• how Cleisthenes viewed his behaviour

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Herodotus’ use of language. [8]

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

© Herodotus, edited by Farnell & Goff, Tales from Herodotus, pages 30-33; 39-41; 42-45, Bristol Classical Press, 2002. From first line "ὡς δὲ ἐδείπνησαν, οἱ μνηστῆρες ἔριν εἶχον ἀμϕὶ μουσικῇ·" to last line "ἔπειτα δὲ τὴν κεϕαλὴν ἐρείσας ἐπὶ τὴν τράπεζαν τοῖς σκέλεσιν ἐχειρονόμησε." Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions.
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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8* ‘It is difficult to identify themes that connect Herodotus’ stories.’

How far do you agree?

You should support your answer with reference to at least three of the four stories you have read, 
and you may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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If you need extra space use this lined page. You must write the question numbers clearly in the 
margin. 

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact The OCR Copyright Team, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA.

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.




