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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present overview 

Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present is one of three thematic units in Component Group 1 British 

History GCSE paper. The focus of assessment for the thematic paper is knowledge and understanding, 

and explaining and analysing events and periods. The paper has three compulsory questions and a 

choice of one question from two optional questions.  

The thematic study requires candidates to understand change and continuity from c.1250 to the present. 

The study requires them to consider historical development over a long period and to identify and explain 

why certain developments occurred. The questions test various historical skills from the ability to deploy 

second order concepts in their answers to writing explained arguments for or against certain views.  

Specifically, candidates need to be able to present a historical summary of an area of content they have 

learned (Question 2), offer an explanation in response to a historical question (e.g., explaining the 

causes or consequences of something) in Question 3 and recall and apply their knowledge to support 

and challenge a statement in an essay-style question from either Question 4 or Question 5. 

It was clear from the majority of answers that most candidates had been well-prepared and were able to 

deploy their knowledge accurately at least in part in the essay-style questions (Questions 4 and 5). 

However, on Question 2, while most candidates were able to provide accurate and often detailed 

summaries, many did not present an analytical response. 

It was also apparent that candidates struggled to provide specific historical detail to support their 

answers, providing general ideas about the period. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• recalled at least two valid answers for 
Question 1  

• analysed the use of technology in law 
enforcement since c.1900 by organising their 
answer around a historical concept (most 
frequently done well were those that 
addressed the impact of technology in allowing 
the police to identify criminals)  

• supported answer using specific examples 

• fully explained reasons for the establishment 
of the Metropolitan Police, using examples that 
went beyond overcrowding/urbanisation 

• effectively deployed a range of knowledge in 
the essay question, using precise evidence to 
support their answers (Question 4 and 
Question 5). 

• did not have a strong sense of chronology and 
could not produce specific examples 

• muddled law enforcement with punishment or 
crime 

• did not produce a valid answer to any part of 
Question 1 

• described technology in law enforcement since 
c.1900 without organising around a specific 
concept 

• described the Metropolitan Police or conditions 
in 19th Century London that impacted crime 
figures without linking to the question 

• on Question 4 could write at length about 
medieval issues around the community but 
struggled to find specific examples after 1900 

• in both questions 4 and 5 often relied on 
common sense answers with very little specific 
evidence to support their opinions. 
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OCR support 

 

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on 

the horizontal menu within GCSE (9-1): History B on Teach Cambridge. 

 

Question 1 (a)  

Generally done well, murder and treason were common responses. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

Common answers to this question included ducking stool, scold’s bridle and transportation to America. 

Candidates who did less well on this question gave answers that were not new, such as public penance 

which was used in the Medieval period but became common between 1500-1750. Some responses 

included new crimes, but this question was about punishment and not new crimes. 

 

Question 1 (c)  

There were many possible responses, many answers included that there have been changes in what 

constitutes a crime using the changes to abortion laws as one example. There were too many general 

answers that could apply to any period, for example, just saying changes in technology without being 

period specific. 

 

  

https://teachcambridge.org/a0a9e8be-ccc8-4e6f-806b-ef73e78089a9/upcoming-training-events?subject=65a80a07-d775-4e40-881a-0a94ab772f55&unit=all
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Question 2 

Candidates often addressed second order concepts in this question around impact and discussed how 

technology has made it easier for law enforcement to identify criminals and prove a crime has been 

committed. The use of fingerprints/DNA and CCTV were common examples. In order to stop this 

becoming a list of things, candidates needed to show how the technology had made this impact. 

Another second order concept that was possible to achieve was around changes in technology and how 

thing had improved, for example, from bicycles to cars but often candidates did not identify a change 

from/to even in the case of a change within the period, e.g., fingerprints and blood groups to DNA. 

Candidates did know a lot about technology and its impact on law enforcement, but they struggled to 

organise effectively. 
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Exemplar 1 
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It is obvious from the beginning in Exemplar 1 that the candidate is talking about the help technology has 

given to the police, ‘technology has been of massive aid…’, they go on to address several innovations, in 

this case blood groups, fingerprints and CCTV, with the use of terms such as ‘meant that’ and ‘means 

that’. These clearly show how this technology has impacted law enforcement.  

The high level response shows clear second order concepts, with a high level of knowledge and 

understanding.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should spend time planning their answers to this question and think about how 

they will set out what they are going to say about the second order concept before writing a 

list of ‘things’.  

Sentence starters such as, ‘and so’, or ‘this meant’, help candidates to nail down their 

analysis and do more than list. 
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Question 3 

The question is about reasons for the establishment of the Metropolitan Police in 1829. 

Examiners are looking for two explained points that address this question: 

As the mark scheme makes clear, an explained point needs: 

1. An identification of the reason why the Metropolitan Police was founded 

2. Precise evidence to support this reason 

3. Use of this to answer the question.  

Once the reason for the establishment of the Met is identified it needs to be explained by doing two 

things so that the question is answered: 

1. Explaining why that reason led to a permanent police force being established in London (answer the 

question). 

2. Giving precise detail to support this argument. The precise detail needs to be specific and go beyond 

larger population causing crimes. 

Candidates tended to give clear reasons to answer the question but did not support with specific detail or 

were not specific about detail of the 19th Century. Common reasons for the Metropolitan Police Force 

being set up were the increase in crime in London combined with the lack of numbers in the Bow Street 

Runners as well as Peel wanting a professional force and his ability to see it through parliament.  
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Exemplar 2 
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The response in Exemplar 2 sets out a clear argument in the first paragraph. 

The first reason is ‘steadily rising crime’. The precise detail to support this comes from the information 

about soldiers returning from the Napoleonic Wars and turning to crime. This is linked back to the 

question using the argument that this allowed Robert Peel to argue for a stronger police force than the 

Bow Street Runners. 

The response then addresses the fear and paranoia during this period with detail including the dramatic 

increase in crime that occurred as well as later on the newspapers and press drama around this 

happening, which then links back to saying that this was proof that an organised police force was 

needed. 

Assessment for learning 

 

It is really important that in the thematic study candidates are clear about the specific features 

of each historical period. Issues such as urbanisation leading to crime are factors from 1500 

to the present day and so candidates should have a clear example from each period, in this 

case the Napoleonic Wars, to have precise detail for each time period.  
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Question 4* 

This question was by far the most common with candidates able to write in detail about medieval 

community involvement in law enforcement. They were not so secure about the role of the community 

after 1900 and often struggled to be precise or accurate. 

The mark scheme states that candidates should:  

1. Identify a way in which the community was involved in law enforcement 

2. Offer specific detail about its nature and effectiveness/importance 

3. Use this to address the question and evaluate its importance. 

In order to achieve the full range of the mark scheme, candidates needed to address both historical 

periods and not necessarily look at relative importance within each period, e.g., for balance they needed 

to say it was important in the Middle Ages because of, say the hue and cry but it is also important after 

1900 because of the jury system. 

There were many valid points raised for the importance of the role of the community in the Medieval 

period. These included tithings, the posse, hue and cry, no police, the role of Sheriffs and watchmen, 

juries, manor courts run by local lords, and public humiliation. Candidates argued that the use of JPs and 

Sheriffs who were responsible to the monarch and the Royal and church courts lessened the role of the 

community as these were outside the community. 

Valid points since 1900 for the importance of the community included Neighbourhood Watch, community 

policing in schools, Jury service, and magistrates from the community while the counter-argument 

usually came from the fact that we now have a professional police force.  

Candidates were well trained in writing arguments for and against the point, but few were confident in 

their writing to clinch the argument and achieve full marks. Many candidates could write at length about 

the different methods but then did not link back to the question to explain the point. 
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 shows a high level performance: 

The response clearly identifies the points, provides specific detail and then addresses the question. 

They use hue and cry, public punishment and tithings/watchmen to back up their Medieval knowledge 

They then link Neighbourhood Watch and juries and examples of the community supporting law 

enforcement and punishment to the question. 
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Question 5* 

There were fewer responses to this question but most candidates who answered it dealt with it well. 

Candidates were able to write in detail about new methods in hanging, the role of Howard and Fry and 

different reasons for the end of transportation. 

The mark scheme states that candidates should:  

1. Identify a way in which the community was involved in law enforcement 

2. Offer specific detail about its nature and effectiveness/importance 

3. Use this to address the question and evaluate its importance. 

Valid points for agreeing included the New Drop and Long Drop, the end of transportation after 1868, 

Judges/juries not willing to implement the Bloody Code for welfare reasons, the concerns of Fry and 

Howard about conditions in prisons, and the Silent system that was used in some prisons because the 

separate system was seen to be too harsh. 

Valid points for disagreeing included the rowdy behaviour of crowds during public executions and 

government concerns surrounding this, reasons for increased use of transportation, for example, the 

need to settle new colonies; the wish to remove ‘criminal classes’ from Britain; the lack of adequate 

prison space; and government feeling that criminals were not being punished, the moral panic caused by 

the ‘garrotting crisis’ of the 1860s, and the 1865 Prison Act which included hard labour. 

Candidates were well trained in writing arguments for and against the point, but few were confident in 

their writing to clinch the argument and achieve full marks. Many candidates could write at length about 

the different reasons but then did not link back to the question to explain the point. 

Many candidates could not clearly define welfare and so got themselves confused. 
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Exemplar 4 
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Exemplar 4 shows a high level performance. The candidate clearly identifies the points, provides specific 

detail and then addresses the question.  

They use Elizabeth Fry and the removal of the Bloody Code to link to welfare and then counter the 

argument around transportation costing less and building up Australia and then that conditions did not 

actually get better in many instances using treadmills as a specific example of enforcement being 

unkind. 
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