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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 overview

Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 is one of three World Depth Study units in the Component Group 3
World History GCSE paper. The focus of assessment for the World Depth Study is knowledge and
understanding, using sources and understanding interpretations.

The questions in the World Depth Study test all four Assessment Objectives. To do well in the World
Depth Study, candidates are required to make relevant inferences from three sources and one
interpretation. The extent to which the sources and interpretation were the focus of candidates’ answers
to Questions 6 and 7 were the main driver of the overall level awarded. Furthermore, candidates need to
recall and apply their knowledge to support and challenge a statement in an essay-style question.

For Question 6, candidates performed effectively when they made one or more valid inferences from the
source (Source A) and supported these with relevant material from the source. Such candidates
received high credit in Level 2, with those who were able to make a ‘sophisticated inferences’, such as
those set out in the indicative content of the mark scheme, being awarded Level 3 (with the final mark in
Level 3 being reserved for answers that supported that sophisticated inference with clear details from the
source).

For Question 7, candidates performed effectively when they engaged effectively with Sources B, C and
Interpretation D and made a valid, supported inference from at least one of them (for Level 4, with Level
5 being awarded for candidates who made inferences from two or more). Another route to Level 5 was
for candidates who constructed a ‘very clear explanation’ from one or the two sources, though this was
extremely rare; the vast majority of answers credited in Level 5 came from candidates who made valid
supported inferences from at least two of the sources and interpretation.

Answers in Questions 8 and 9 built up credit in the higher levels through explanation. Whichever of these
optional questions the candidate chose, these explanations were required for Level 3 and higher. Strong
answers were able to identify relevant examples for the question, support these with appropriate detail
and then make an explicit analytical link to the question (whether the Nazis successfully influenced
controlled the lives of young people in Germany for Question 8 or whether people in Nazi-occupied
Europe resisted Nazi rule in Question 9). Candidates who were able to offer at least two explanations for
one side of the argument (supporting or challenging the statement in the question) and one explanation
for the other side could access Level 5, and Level 6 opened up for those who offered an additional
explanation for either side of the argument. The final mark in Level 6 was reserved for those candidates
who were able to reach a nuanced understanding of the question and offer a ‘clinching argument'.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e used Source A effectively to make one or more | ¢ misinterpreted Source A (for example around
supported inferences that addressed the the comment ‘bitter April fools’ joke’) rather
question than making valid inferences from it, or used

¢ made a valid inference from at least one of the source as a prompt to describe what they

) knew about Nazi expansion in the 1930s

Sources B, C and Interpretation D (for (Question 6)

Question 7) and support these with clear

details from the sources or interpretation o for Question 7, produced a general
commentary on the sources and interpretation
rather than identifying what they revealed
about the Nazi dictatorship, or misinterpreted
the sources and interpretation (for example
claiming that Source B was Nazi propaganda)

o for Question 8, used clear evidence relevant to
the lives of young people in Germany between
1933 and 1945 in order to make explicit
statements assessing whether the Nazis were
successful in controlling their lives
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Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e for Question 9, deploying evidence specificto | ¢ wrote in more general terms about Nazi

countries in Nazi-occupied Eastern and policies in Question 8 rather than those directly
Western Europe in order to make explicit intended for young people, or wrote narrative
assessments of whether they resisted Nazi accounts of the lives of young people without
rule. making an explicit assessment of whether the

Nazis successful controlled them

o for Question 9, wrote generally about
resistance to Nazi occupation without specific
examples, or misinterpreted the question and
offered material focused on why people in
Nazi-occupied Europe resisted their rule.

OCR support

You can find information on exam review webinars and other support events in Training on
the horizontal menu within GCSE (9-1): History B on Teach Cambridge.
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Question 6

6 What can Source A tell us about Nazi Germany between 1933 and 19367?

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7]

As in previous years, Questions 6 and 7 test candidates’ ability to work with contemporary sources as
professional historians do. Central to this involves candidates thinking about what sources may reveal to
historians about a given issue. Candidates who make valid inferences in relation to the question asked
are rewarded in Levels 2 and 3, with higher marks awarded to those who support their inferences with
clear support from the source. Given the highly ‘open’ nature of the question this year (‘Nazi Germany
between 1933 and 1936’) and the range of information Source A provided candidates, many candidates
performed well and made valid, supported inferences.

Common inferences credited in Level 2 included the support for Hitler/the Nazis that Source A revealed,
the anti-Semitic action being taken in this period, the influence of Nazi propaganda on the German
people, and the popularity of Nazi policies to strengthen Germany. Of these, support for Hitler was most
frequently seen.

There were several routes candidates could take to be credited in Level 3, as set out in the indicative
content of the mark scheme. Of these, by far the most common ‘sophisticated inference’ was that the
source revealed support for the Nazis despite the anti-Semitic policies that affected close family
members. Each element of that example was required for Level 3 credit (for example a response that
acknowledged anti-Semitism but without pinning this to the impact on a close family member would
remain in Level 2).

Less effective responses included candidates who lifted detail from the source and attempted to use this
to answer the answer the question (though without making a valid inference) and those who described
the source — or provided a commentary on it — without addressing the question. These answers were
awarded Level 1 (with the higher mark in Level 1 credited for the former example). Some candidates
misinterpreted the source (for example that Solmitz found the Nazis’ anti-Semitism amusing, or that the
source revealed Solmitz was a victim of Nazi terror) and this was not credited.
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Exemplar 1
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This response was credited with the most commonly seen ‘sophisticated inference’ (for Level 3) and is a
good example of the route many candidates took. The first part of the paragraph was credited with Level
2: a valid, supported inference of the persecution of Jewish people in Nazi Germany in this period. The
second part then qualifies that by inferring the author’s support (‘fadmiration’) of Hitler despite the impact
of anti-Semitic persecution on her husband. There is clear support from the source for this inference, and
so the candidate was given the higher mark in Level 3 (7).
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Question 7

7  How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying the Nazi
dictatorship in 19347

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
[15]

Many candidates made effective use of the two sources and the interpretation, and made sound
inferences from at least one of them. To be credited with a valid inference, candidates must clearly
address the question rather than merely provide a commentary on the source/interpretation with
accompanying description. Such answers were credited in Level 1. For inferences, examiners were
looking for explicit statements that answered the question of ‘how useful’, such as ‘this tells us...this is
useful because...this can reveal to an historian...this shows...’. Candidates are encouraged to make it
clear that their answers are addressing the question set.

Valid inferences from the sources/interpretation were credited in Level 3, with relevant support moving
the award to Level 4 (Level 5 if there were inferences from more than one source/interpretation). While
Level 5 could also be achieved from constructing a ‘very clear explanation’ of why either or both Sources
B and C are useful for an historian studying the Nazi dictatorship in 1934 — and the indicative content of
the mark scheme sets out the test for this — these answers were very rare indeed, and the vast majority
of candidates receiving Level 5 credit did so from making two or more supported inferences from the
sources and interpretation.

For Source B, the most common inference made was that the source reveals to an historian how brutal
the Nazi dictatorship was, though many valid inferences were also seen regarding the criticism of the
dictatorship the source reveals (see Exemplar 2). For Source C, the most common inference made was
that the source shows that the dictatorship was keen to justify its actions during the Night of the Long
Knives, but several variants of this were also seen (such as to defend or excuse their actions). While
most candidates making valid inferences from Interpretation D did so through considering the source as
useful for showing the dictatorship gained the army’s support as a consequence of the Night of the Long
Knives, others did so by considering how the SA were weakened as a result, or that the interpretation
revealed the dictatorship’s aims for the event (to gain the army’s support or to weaken the SA).

Although many strong answers were seen, examiners also noted that other candidates produced
answers that were less effective, either because answers commented on the sources rather than making
inferences from them (see above), because the sources or interpretation were misinterpreted (for
example considering Source B as Nazi propaganda) or because candidates used the sources as
prompts for what they knew about the Nazi dictatorship. Others made assertions about the ‘purpose’ of
the sources but in an isolated manner rather than considering what that reveals about the
source/interpretation’s usefulness to an historian for the question set. Candidates are encouraged to
consider the sources and the question as they find them rather than trying to apply a learned format.
Centres could aid candidates by exposing them to the widest range of contemporary material possible
when preparing them for the examination.
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Addressing both sources and the interpretation in Question 7

of the three sources and interpretation. While time management in an examination is a
challenge for many candidates, this approach is potentially damaging. While it is possible for
candidates to reach Level 5 by making two inferences across the three sources and
interpretation, there is little leeway for potential misunderstanding and misinterpretation of one
if only two of the three are covered. Given that this is a high tariff question — and it is possible
to make a valid supported inference without excessive infrastructure — candidates are
encouraged to address both sources and the interpretation in their answer.

@ Examiners noted that a significant number of candidates wrote answers that covered only two

Exemplar 2
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Most commonly, candidates were given Level 4 credit from Sources B and C, and this response is a
good example of an answer which successfully does so from both and so was awarded Level 5 (at the
top of the level). The candidate makes a clear inference of the critical nature of Source B — supported
with clear details of Heartfield’'s image — and then offers a similarly valid supported inference for C (that
the source shows the Nazis’ keenness to justify the actions taken during the Night of the Long Knives).

Question 8*

8* ‘The Nazis were successful in influencing and controlling the lives of young people in Germany.’
How far do you agree?

Give reasons for your answer. [18]

Of the two optional essay questions, this was by far the most common; answers to Question 9 were
relatively rare. When agreeing with the statement in the question, candidates most commonly used
material rooted in the Hitler Youth and changes to the school curriculum. Material commonly used to
disagree with the statement related to various youth opposition groups (frequently the Swing Youth or
Edelweiss Pirates) and the limited engagement with Nazi policies to young people during the war such
as the KLV programme. Candidates found explanatory links to the Nazis’ lack of control and influence
more straightforward to construct than assessments of their control and influence.

Less effective answers omitted one of the key components of an explanation (usually supportive
evidence: frequently the Hitler Youth was identified as a valid example of control/influence but there was
little development of the role of HJ organisations) and such answers — together with wholly narrative
accounts — were limited to Level 2. Other candidates offered material that considered general Nazi
control in Germany rather than issues specifically relevant to young people and these were credited in
Level 1 if implicitly relevant (such as terror or propaganda) or received no credit if they could not be
connected to young people (such as the KDF).
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Exemplar 3
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This is a relatively long response, but useful for centres to consider as it contains much of the most
common material advanced by candidates. In each paragraph the candidate identifies a valid issue,
supports this with specific evidence (such as the HJ’s monopoly of sporting facilities) and makes a clear
assessment of whether this resulted in Nazi control/influence of young people’s lives. With two
explanations supporting and two challenging the statement, the answer was given Level 6 and awarded
the full 18 marks as there is a clear assessment of relative control that was limited by the presence of
coercion, incentives and the presence of a range of youth opposition, all of which had been preciously
touched upon by the candidate in their answer.

Question 9*

9* ‘People living under Nazi occupation in eastern and western Europe resisted Nazi rule.’
How far do you agree?

Give reasons for your answer. [18]

Answers to Question 9 were not frequent, but many candidates demonstrated a clear understanding of
the material and were able to provide clear examples of country-specific responses to Nazi occupation
and make assessments of whether this constituted resistance (or collaboration). These answers were
credited in Level 3 and higher.

When agreeing with the statement, candidates frequently referred to Polish resistance such as the
Warsaw Rising, resistance in France (such as the actions of Trocmé) and the Dutch reaction to
occupation later in the war. Some of these were accompanied with highly detailed exemplification and
clear explanatory links to the question. When challenging the statement, answers commonly referred to
collaborationist activities in Croatia, Greece and France, and the case study of Coco Chanel also
appeared regularly in answers.

Although many candidates who chose to answer Question 9 were clearly well prepared and produced
effective answers, others were restricted to Level 2 because their accounts were narrative and lacked
explicit statements about why the actions described in their answers constituted resistance (or
collaboration). Other candidates drifted away from the question and considered why people resisted, or
considered material inside Germany itself, and this was not credited. Some candidates wrote about
resistance in general terms without specific examples or activities in particular countries, and such
material could only be credited in Level 1.
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any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the exam paper builder platform for a range of our
qualifications. Find out more.

Free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account, it allows unlimited
users per centre. We require an Interchange username to verify your
centre’s users for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account, please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username.

Once you have an Interchange username, use the form on this page to
sign up for ExamBuilder, or ask an existing user at your centre to create
an ExamBuilder account for you.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/SingleSignOn/ValidateAuthentication.aspx?ReturnURL=/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Tell us what you think

Your feedback plays an important role in how we develop, market, support and resource qualifications now and
into the future. We want you and your students to enjoy and get the best out of our qualifications and resources,
but to do that we need your honest opinions to tell us whether we're on the right track or not.

You can email your thoughts to resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk or visit our feedback page to learn more about how
you can help us improve our resources.

Designing and testing in collaboration with you and your students

@ Helping young people develop an ethical view of the world

o
% Equality, diversity, inclusion and belonging (EDIB) are part of everything we do

Contact the team at:

Q& 01223 553998
® ocr.org.uk

To stay up to date with all the relevant news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at ocr.org.uk/updates

Visit our Online Support Centre at support.ocr.org.uk
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OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

OCR is a Company Limited by Guarantee and an exempt charity. Registered in England. Registered office: The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge,
CB2 8EA. Registered company number: 3484466.

We operate academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers.

We are committed to providing a fully accessible experience across all our products, platforms, and websites. Find out more about our
accessibility standards.

© OCR 2025. All rights reserved. We retain the copyright on all our publications. However, our registered centres are permitted to copy and distribute our
material for their own internal use, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the publication. Find out more about our copyright policies.

We update our publications regularly so please check you have the most up-to-date version.

We cannot be held responsible for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and do not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

When we update our specifications, you'll see a new version number and a summary of the changes. While we do our best to reflect these
changes in all associated resources on Teach Cambridge, if you notice any discrepancies, please refer to the latest specification on our website
and let us know.

Our resources do not represent any teaching method we expect you to use. We cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in our resources.


https://www.cambridge.org/accessibility
https://www.ocr.org.uk/about/our-policies/copyright/
https://teachcambridge.org/landing
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/feedback-and-surveys
https://ocrpanel.recollective.com/ocr-customer-insight-panel/join?key=mbHf
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/people-and-planet
http://ocr.org.uk
http://ocr.org.uk/updates
http://support.ocr.org.uk

	Contents
	Introduction
	Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 overview
	Question 6
	Exemplar 1

	Question 7
	Exemplar 2

	Question 8*
	Exemplar 3

	Question 9*




