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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

Candidates showed a good understanding of both passages and produced fluent and cohesive
translations. The comprehension question in Section B was the more popular option but it was pleasing
to see a slight increase in the number of candidates who completed the English into Greek question and
did so to a commendable level. No candidate appeared to have run out of time.

A few candidates did not follow the instruction to write their translations on alternate lines.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e had a secure knowledge of the full range of e did not have a secure knowledge of the

vocabulary on the Defined Vocabulary List vocabulary from the Defined Vocabulary List
e had arobust knowledge of the prescribed e were less familiar with the full range of
accidence and syntax set out in the principal parts of verbs on the Defined
specification Vocabulary List
¢ made good use of introductions to the e confused the case and gender of pronouns

passages to follow the storylines e did not refer to the correct part of the passage

e accounted for each word in the passage when in the comprehension questions
translating ¢ did not check breathings and accents to select
¢ translated pronouns accurately, paying the correct vocabulary item (e.g. when
particular attention to gender, which assisted differentiating between o0 and o0).

their understanding of the storyline

e used the lemma correctly when answering
comprehension questions.
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Section A overview

Examiners’ report

Candidates produced agood range of translations that showed a secure grasp of what was happening in
the passages and translated with precision and fluency. The strongest responses elevated their
translations from the over-literal to more coherent natural English.

Question 1

1

Translate the following passage into English.

Please write your translation on alternate lines.

[53]

The philosopher Crates lives on the streets of Athens like a beggar. Hipparchia, daughter of
wealthy parents, is expected to marry into another wealthy family, but she has other plans for her

future.

1 0¢ Tmmaoyia Noa ToL KoatnTtog Kal Twv AdYwv kai ToL Biov, 00dEVR TV WNOTNOwY
a&lovoa, ovde TAOVOLOV OVTA, VO’ EVYEVT, 0LDE KAAOV: AAA tavt fv Kodtng avti).

Kod&tne pév ovv kadovpevoc 0o v yovéwv avthc anoteéar v Ovyatéon, mavt’

gmtotet, kal TéAog ov melbwv, avaotag kat delEApEVOS aUTI) TNV EAUTOL gKELNV £,

‘0 nEv YuudIog 0UTOG, TA OE KTUATA TADTA TAVTA POVAEVOV.” EIAETO 1) KOON KAL TOV 5
aLTOV AVAAXBOLOA TEOTIOV CLUTEQIEL TQW AVOQL KL TTQOC TA DELTTVA AT EL KAL D' €ig
ovurooov ADev, o0 Beddwdv Tiva NAevee, godlouaTt XowpevT Tde- ‘Oeddwoc d¢

TUMTV EAVTOV OVK AdkeL, 0Vd” o Tnmapxia @eddwov TVTTTOVOXA AdKEL O OE TOC

uev 1o Aex0év ovdev amokpivacOar Eéoxev, EmeRdoato ' aloxvar avTV, Aéywv ‘ao’

abtn €oTiv 1) TOV WTOV Attovow;” 1) 8¢ Tnmaoy i ovdapwe etaxpdx0n, dAAX DQaoiwe, 10
"eyw,” Ppnoty, ‘eipl, Oe0dwe: AAAX L@V 001 DOKW NUAQTNKEVAL, €1 T XOOVQ OV EpeAAoV

10TQ MQOOAVAAWCELY TOOC TAUDEIY €XONOTA NV,

Diogenes Laertius, Lives of the Eminent Philosophers 6.96-98 (adapted)

Names

0 Koatng, -ntoc
0 OeddwEOC, -0V
N Tnnaoyia, -ag

Words

¢oaw + gen.

O HVNoTE, -NEOS
0 YOveUg, -éwg

1 oKV, g

0 voudiog, -ov

TO OVUTIOOLOV, -0V
EAEY X

TO OOPLOUR, -ATOC
0 l0T0Gg, -0V
Ooacéwc

Hwv
MEooAVaAloKkw, future mpooavaAwow
1) madeia, -ag

Crates
Theodorus
Hipparchia

I am in love with
suitor

parent

clothes
bridegroom
drinking party

| get the better of
clever argument
loom (upright wooden frame for weaving fabric)
confidently
surely... not...

| waste further
education
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Section (i) Careful use of the glossary allowed candidates to navigate the first sentence successfully to
establish the direction of the story. The better responseswere able to draw out the essence of kat ... kai
as ‘both ... and’.

Section (i) Only some candidates selected ‘not even’ as the preferred translation for ovde. Candidates

should be reminded to learn all the given meanings for an item of vocabulary in the Defined Vocabulary
List.

Section (iii) A quick check of the introduction would have given a steer to the direction of the passage
and helped candidates to fully grasp the point of amotoéar v Buyatéoa. Some mistook this as
Crates turning himself away from the daughter rather than turning the daughter away.

Section (iv) This was a good example of some commonly confused vocabulary items which led to some
overall misunderstanding, specifically meiBwv as ‘obeying’ and del&apevog as ‘receiving’. Further
confusion over the gender of the pronouns avtr) and éavtov resulted in candidates losing sight of the
storyline.

Section (v) Good responses correctly supplied a verb that was missing in the direct speech. The best
answers handled the imperative verb correctly and gave the correct translation of avtov, despite it being

separated from tpomov. tpdémov was commonly confused with toomaiov.

Section (vi) The plural form of ta deimva was often missed but the compound use of cvumepujer was
well-spotted. As with (i) the stronger responses selected the preferred translation of kat as ‘even’ or ‘also’
for the best sense.

Section (vii) Some careful checking of case endings, namely ®¢0dwpdv tiva, is recommended to keep

track of the storyline. Most candidates confused ov with oV and should take care to check accents and
breathings.

Section (viii) Candidates were not penalised a second time for two items of incorrect vocabulary on
tomtovoa adikel, but most were still able to produce a lucid translation that conveyed Hipparchia’s

argument, despite the mistranslations. There was sensible handling and possible guesswork of to
Aex0¢v and candidates should be mindful to learn the full range of principal parts of verbs.

Section (ix) Some candidates overlooked &o” and missed the force of the question. A quick check of
punctuation would be helpful. Most candidates pleasingly did not overlook the relative pronoun.

Section (x) A common error was the mistaking of doxw for dokel, perhaps because the third person
singular form with the meaning ‘it seems right’ was the only part of the verb required for GCSE.

Section (xi) This was a good example where close and careful attention to the glossary and to the word
order of the sentence is required in order to make correct sense of the passage. @ xo6vo needed to be

correctly dependent on éxonoaunv.

‘ Assessment for learning

Defined Vocabulary List. This will help them to select the most appropriate translation for the

@ Candidates should be sure to learn the full range of meanings given on any word in the
context within the passage.
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Section B overview

Question 2 was the more popular option. Most candidates were able to follow the storyline successfully,
but should be sure to use the lemma correctly to provide all relevant information.

Question 2

2

Read the following passage and answer the questions.

Phryne is the lover of the famous Athenian sculptor Praxiteles. She uses a clever trick to make
him reveal his opinion of his own work.

-----

dEpovtec 0podoa il VNUNG. £0TL YAQ AYAAUX 0aATLUQOL, dwx O TTpaitéAnc Aéyetan
HAALoTa Yaronoar kat mote Govvne ailtovonc O Tt KAAALOTOV £l TV £QYWV, WHOAGYNOE

HEV dLOOVAL, 00 O NBEANCEV elmtelv 6 T KAAALOTOV EVTQ GAVOLTO. ELTOQAUWY OVV

dovAoc Povvne gic Vv IMoa&itéAov oikiav £daokev duxdpOaonvarl T mAgloTa TV 5
£0YWV TLEOG l0TECOVTOC €iC TO olkNuUA, GAA” 00 mavta ve dpavioOnvar TToa&itéAng

O¢ avtika e£€dgape dwx Ovowv Kal EPaoKke KAPELV HATNYV, €L 1) KL TOV TATVQOV TO TTUQ

Kol Tov 'Eowta EAaBev- Poovn 8¢ péverv Oagoovvta éxéAgvev- Edn yao avtov tabetv

BaL 00dEv, DOAW d¢ AAGVTA OpOAOYETY TA KAAALWOTA WV €moinoev. PoUvn uév oUTw TOV
"Eowta aipettat. 10

Pausanias, Guide to Greece 1.20.1-2 (adapted)

Names

0 IMoa&itéAng, -ov Praxiteles

1 Povvn, -nc Phryne

0 "Eowg, -wtog Eros (god of love)
Words

0 TOlToVE, -000¢ tripod

TO AyaAua, -atog statue

1) MV, 15 mention, notice

0 OATLEOG, -0V satyr (a creature half-human, half-goat)
Epaokov | kept saying

TO OIKT)UQ, -ATOG workshop
adavitw | lose

aAlokopay, aorist EXAwV | am captured
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Question 2 (a)

(@) €omde 0doc ... xaAxol (line 1): how did this street acquire its name? [1]

This was a very accessible opening question that depended on secure vocabulary knowledge of xaAxkol

Question 2 (b) (i)
(b) dydApata pépovreg ... xaonoar (lines 1-3):

(i) where were the statues? [1]

This proved to be a confusing question for which many candidates made a sensible guess if they were
not able to infer the meaning of aydAuata @épovteg correctly.

Question 2 (b) (i)

(ii) how did Praxiteles feel about the statue of the satyr? [1]

This was a good example where candidates are advised to translate all the elements in the lemma so
not to overlook any words that the answer demands. Here, both paAiota and xawponoa were required for
the 1 mark.

Question 2 (c)

(c) xalmote ... twv €oywv (line 3): what did Phryne ask for? [2]

Most candidates accurately conveyed the necessary force of the superlative here.

Question 2 (d)

(d) cwuoAdynoe ... daivorto (lines 3—4): how did Praxiteles respond to Phryne’s request? [3]

Candidates were pleasingly following the storyline correctly and sensibly translated the full lemma as if a
translation passage and so secured the full three marks.
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Question 2 (e) (i)
(e) elodoapwy ... v €Qywv (lines 4-6):

(i) who ran into Praxiteles’ house? [1]

This question did not provide any problems and should remind candidates that this is not a momentum
test, and so they should not be surprised to find a more accessible and lower -tariff question later in the
passage.

Question 2 (e) (ii)
(ii) what did this person report had happened? [2]

Once again, there was confident translation of the required superlative.

Question 2 (f)

(f) AN ov ... apavicOnvar (line 6): why were there grounds for hope for Praxiteles? [2]

As this question is testing comprehension, a range of translations were accepted for ov mdvta ye
apavioOnvar provided that the candidate had clearly understood the sense of what was happening.

Question 2 (g) (i)
(g) TToa&itéAnc d¢ ... éAapev (lines 6-8):

(i) what was Praxiteles’ immediate response to the news? [2]

Itis a useful reminderto centres that as a candidate approaches the end of the paper, they should keep
a careful eye on the detail as the plural was required on Buowv.

Question 2 (g) (i)
(ii) what did he go on to say? [3]

This question was dependent on the correct vocabulary knowledge of kapetv pudtnv to follow the sense.

9 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (h)
(h) Dovvn ¢ ... éxéAcvev (line 8): what did Phryne urge Praxiteles to do? [1]

This was one of the more challenging questions, despite its low mark tariff, as candidates did not
recognise the root of Oappovvta from the Defined Vocabulary List.

Question 2 (i)

(i) &Pnyao ... émoinoev (lines 8-9): how did Phryne both reassure Praxiteles and make it clear she
had got the better of him? [5]

The best responses selected the correct meaning from the Defined Vocabulary List for Baov (‘serious’ or
‘grievous’ here, not ‘heavy’). Those who translated the lemma fully by taking account of all the words
were able to get full marks.

Question 2 (j)
(i) Dovvn uev ... aipettan (lines 9-10): why do you think Phryne made the choice she did? [1]

There were some very well-considered responses which ranged from a single sentence to a detailed and
thoughtful explanation. It is a useful final reminder that comprehension is testing sense and
understanding of the context of the passage as well as grammatical understanding.

Assessment for learning

@ Candidates should use the lemma carefully in comprehension questions to direct them

towards the relevant required information. By translating the lemma fully as though a
translation question, candidates will not overlook information that the mark scheme requires.
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Question 3 (a)

3 Translate the following five sentences into Classical Greek.

Please write on alternate lines.

(a) | asked the doctor what that disease was. [5]

Candidates who attempted this with secure vocabulary knowledge and correct verb tense formulation did
well.

Question 3 (b)
(b) The queen told her daughter not to lie to her. [5]

There were well-constructed responses with candidates correctly using un rather than ov, and the right
choice of pronoun.

Question 3 (c)

(c) Ten fast messengers are better than one reckless guide. [5]

This proved to be a more challenging question that required close attention to adjectival agreements,
specifically on taxeig, but the comparative adjective was handled well.

Question 3 (d)

(d) If the crowd hadn’t been calm, the heralds would not have escaped. [5]

This was one of the most challenging questions as there was greater margin for error over verb
formation, but the efforts were pleasing and the negatives were handled correctly.

Question 3 (e)

(e) The people voted to attack their enemies, although the politicians were not eager. [5]

Case errors were the most common error on this question, specifically on toic moAeuowc and after
kaurep. Candidates are reminded to check the Defined Vocabulary List carefully when preparing for the
English into Greek section and make note of all the grammatical information provided.
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