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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

diff iculty and why the diff iculties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identif iable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it f irst. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)  

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).  

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 1 series overview 

Candidates showed a good understanding of both passages and produced fluent and cohesive 

translations. The comprehension question in Section B was the more popular option but it was pleasing 

to see a slight increase in the number of candidates who completed the English into Greek question and 

did so to a commendable level. No candidate appeared to have run out of time.  

A few candidates did not follow the instruction to write their translations on alternate lines.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a secure knowledge of the full range of 

vocabulary on the Defined Vocabulary List 

• had a robust knowledge of the prescribed 
accidence and syntax set out in the 
specification 

• made good use of introductions to the 
passages to follow the storylines 

• accounted for each word in the passage when 
translating 

• translated pronouns accurately, paying 
particular attention to gender, which assisted 
their understanding of the storyline 

• used the lemma correctly when answering 
comprehension questions. 

• did not have a secure knowledge of the 

vocabulary from the Defined Vocabulary List 

• were less familiar with the full range of 
principal parts of verbs on the Defined 
Vocabulary List 

• confused the case and gender of pronouns 

• did not refer to the correct part of the passage 
in the comprehension questions 

• did not check breathings and accents to select 
the correct vocabulary item (e.g. when 
differentiating between οὗ and οὐ). 
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Section A overview 

Candidates produced a good range of translations that showed a secure grasp of what was happening in 

the passages and translated with precision and fluency. The strongest responses elevated their 

translations from the over-literal to more coherent natural English.  

 

Question 1  
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Section (i) Careful use of the glossary allowed candidates to navigate the first sentence successfully to 

establish the direction of the story. The better responses were able to draw out the essence of καὶ … καὶ 

as ‘both … and’.  

Section (ii) Only some candidates selected ‘not even’ as the preferred translation for οὐδε. Candidates 

should be reminded to learn all the given meanings for an item of vocabulary in the Defined Vocabulary 

List.  

Section (iii) A quick check of the introduction would have given a steer to the direction of  the passage 

and helped candidates to fully grasp the point of ἀποτρέψαι τὴν θυγατέρα. Some mistook this as 

Crates turning himself away from the daughter rather than turning the daughter away. 

Section (iv) This was a good example of some commonly confused vocabulary items which led to some 

overall misunderstanding, specifically πείθων as ‘obeying’ and δειξάμενος as ‘receiving’. Further 

confusion over the gender of the pronouns αὐτῇ and ἑαυτοῦ resulted in candidates losing sight of the 

storyline.  

Section (v) Good responses correctly supplied a verb that was missing in the direct speech. The best 

answers handled the imperative verb correctly and gave the correct translation of αὐτὸν, despite it being 

separated from τρόπον. τρόπον was commonly confused with τροπαῖον. 

Section (vi) The plural form of τὰ δεῖπνα was often missed but the compound use of  συμπεριῄει was 

well-spotted. As with (i) the stronger responses selected the preferred translation of καὶ as ‘even’ or ‘also’ 

for the best sense. 

Section (vii) Some careful checking of case endings, namely Θεόδωρόν τινα, is recommended to keep 

track of the storyline. Most candidates confused οὗ with οὐ and should take care to check accents and 

breathings.  

Section (viii) Candidates were not penalised a second time for two items of incorrect vocabulary on 

τύπτουσα ἀδικεῖ, but most were still able to produce a lucid translation that conveyed Hipparchia’s 

argument, despite the mistranslations. There was sensible handling and possible guesswork of  τὸ 

λεχθὲν and candidates should be mindful to learn the full range of principal parts o f verbs.  

Section (ix) Some candidates overlooked ἆρ’ and missed the force of the question. A quick check of 

punctuation would be helpful. Most candidates pleasingly did not overlook the relative pronoun.  

Section (x) A common error was the mistaking of δοκῶ for δοκεῖ, perhaps because the third person 

singular form with the meaning ‘it seems right’ was the only part of the verb required for GCSE.  

Section (xi) This was a good example where close and careful attention to the glossary and to the word 

order of the sentence is required in order to make correct sense of the passage. τῷ χρόνῷ needed to be 

correctly dependent on ἐχρησάμην. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should be sure to learn the full range of meanings given on any word in the 

Defined Vocabulary List. This will help them to select the most appropriate translation for the 

context within the passage.   
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Section B overview 

Question 2 was the more popular option. Most candidates were able to follow the storyline successfully, 

but should be sure to use the lemma correctly to provide all relevant information .   

 

Question 2 
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Question 2 (a) 

This was a very accessible opening question that depended on secure vocabulary knowledge of χαλκοῖ. 

 

Question 2 (b) (i)  

This proved to be a confusing question for which many candidates made a sensible guess if they were 

not able to infer the meaning of ἀγάλματα φέροντες correctly.  

 

Question 2 (b) (ii)  

This was a good example where candidates are advised to translate all the elements in the lemma so 

not to overlook any words that the answer demands. Here, both μάλιστα and χαιρῆσα were required for 

the 1 mark.  

 

Question 2 (c)  

Most candidates accurately conveyed the necessary force of the superlative here.  

 

Question 2 (d)  

Candidates were pleasingly following the storyline correctly and sensibly translated the full lemma as if a 

translation passage and so secured the full three marks. 
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Question 2 (e) (i)  

This question did not provide any problems and should remind candidates that this is not a momentum 

test, and so they should not be surprised to find a more accessible and lower -tariff question later in the 

passage.  

 

Question 2 (e) (ii)  

Once again, there was confident translation of the required superlative.  

 

Question 2 (f)  

As this question is testing comprehension, a range of translations were accepted for οὐ πάντα γε 

ἀφανισθῆναι provided that the candidate had clearly understood the sense of what was happening.  

 

Question 2 (g) (i)  

It is a useful reminder to centres that as a candidate approaches the end of the paper, they should keep 

a careful eye on the detail as the plural was required on θυρῶν. 

 

Question 2 (g) (ii)  

This question was dependent on the correct vocabulary knowledge of καμεῖν μάτην to follow the sense. 
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Question 2 (h)  

This was one of the more challenging questions, despite its low mark tariff , as candidates did not 

recognise the root of θαρροῦντα from the Defined Vocabulary List. 

 

Question 2 (i)  

The best responses selected the correct meaning from the Defined Vocabulary List for βαρὺ (‘serious’ or 

‘grievous’ here, not ‘heavy’). Those who translated the lemma fully by taking account of all the words 

were able to get full marks. 

 

Question 2 (j)  

There were some very well-considered responses which ranged from a single sentence to a detailed and 

thoughtful explanation. It is a useful f inal reminder that comprehension is testing sense and 

understanding of the context of the passage as well as grammatical understanding.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should use the lemma carefully in comprehension questions to direct them 

towards the relevant required information. By translating the lemma fully as though a 

translation question, candidates will not overlook information that the mark scheme requires.   
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Question 3 (a)  

Candidates who attempted this with secure vocabulary knowledge and correct verb tense formulation did 

well. 

 

Question 3 (b)  

There were well-constructed responses with candidates correctly using μη rather than οὐ, and the right 

choice of pronoun.  

 

Question 3 (c)  

This proved to be a more challenging question that required close attention to adjectival agreements, 

specifically on ταχεις, but the comparative adjective was handled well.  

 

Question 3 (d)  

This was one of the most challenging questions as there was greater margin for error over verb 

formation, but the efforts were pleasing and the negatives were handled correctly.  

 

Question 3 (e)  

Case errors were the most common error on this question, specifically on τοις πολεμιοις and after 

καιπερ. Candidates are reminded to check the Defined Vocabulary List carefully when preparing for the 

English into Greek section and make note of all the grammatical information provided.  
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