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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether
through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable
reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as. .. to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 2 series overview

As in previous years, knowledge of the texts studied was good and the responses showed that the
candidates seemed to have enjoyed them. There was evidence that candidates had studied more widely
(particularly in the Herodotus option) and engagement with the subject matter was high. Teachers are to
be congratulated on a high standard of preparation for this examination.

Most candidates opted for Herodotus and Homer but there were some very good and perceptive
answers in the essay questions across all the options which demonstrated a high standard of

engagement with the prescribed texts.

Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

o referred to specific points in the lines indicated
in the questions

¢ ensured that they focused their answers on the
question asked

e were aware of the number of marks available
for each question and tailored their responses
accordingly.

e were more general in their approach to the
questions and did not include specific
information from the text to support the points
they were making.

© OCR 2025
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Section A overview

Candidates seemed to find the texts and questions accessible. There were some perceptive style points
made in the 6- and 8-mark questions and some well-written essays demonstrating excellent knowledge
of the wider text. Herodotus was the more popular text, perhaps as it was accessible to a more diverse
set of students.

Question 1 (a)

1 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

amuopévoug d¢ tovg Poivikac £ dr 10 Agyoc tovto datiBecBal Tov GpogTov.

TEEUTIT) O¢ 1) EKT) UEQN AT’ 1S ATUKOVTO, EEEUTOANUEVWV 0L OXEDOV TTAVTWY,

eADev et v OdAaooav yvvaikac dAAaC te TOAAKE kat O1) kKatl ToL BaotAéog
Ovyatéga to d¢ ot obvoua elval, kKatx TwuTod 10 Kail EAAnvéc Aéyovar, Toov v
Tvayxovr tavtac otdoac katd mEUUVNV NG VEOS wvEeobatl Twv GoOTIwV TV odL S
v Qupog paAota, kat tovg Poivikag dakeAeLTAUEVOLS OQUNTAL ETT AVTAS. TAS

HEV 01 MAgLVAC TV YUVALK@V ATIOPLYELY, TV 8¢ Tovv ovv dAAn oL apraoOnvat:
oPadopévoug d¢ éc v véa oixeobar amomtAéovtag émt’ Atyvmttou.

oUtw pév Tovv éc Atyvnttov arukéoBal Aéyovot [1époat, ovk we "EAANveg, kat

TV ADIKNUATWY TRWTOV TOUTO AQEAL peTa O Tavta EAAN VWV Tivac (ov yao 10
gxovat tovvopa annynoacbat) Gaot e Powvikng é¢ Tvoov mooooxovtag

agmaoat Tov Pacidéoc Ty Ouyatéoa Evgwnnv. einoav d av ovtot Konreg.

TavTa pev on toa eog loa ot yevéobar peta 0¢ tavta "EAAnvac attiovg g
deLTEQNG AdDIKING YevEéoDHaL KATATMA®WTAVTAS YXQ HAkOn vt &6 Alav te TV

KoAyida kat émti Paov motapov, évevtey, dlamonEapévoue kKl TaAAa Twv 15
elvekev dmikato, demaoat Tov PaoctAéoc v Ouyatéoa Mndeinv.

Herodotus, Histories 1.1-2

(a) dmucopévoue ... Buyatéon (lines 1—4): how did lo meet the Phoenicians? [3]

Most candidates performed well on this question by showing good knowledge of the early part of
Herodotus’ account.

Question 1 (b)

(b) Translate to 0¢ ot oUvoua ... ém Atyvmtov (lines 4-8). [5]

The translations were generally well done although there was a tendency to translate Tovv t)v Tvaxov

as ‘lo of Inachus’, missing the patronymic. Several responses missed the specific meaning of wvéeoBat
here, which was ‘to bargain’ or ‘barter’. Most responses were given 4 marks or more.
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Question 1 (c)

(c) oUtw pevIovv ... adwing yevéoOau (lines 9-14): how does Herodotus attempt to make his
account seem credible and reasonable?

Make three points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [6]

Most candidates were given high marks here as there were plenty of examples that could be chosen to
support the answer. Most responses focused on Herodotus’ use of specific names (‘the Persians say ...’
or ‘not as the Greeks say’) to show alternative versions of the same story. There were some good
comments on the inclusion of the Cretans as the alleged abductors of Europa in that Herodotus was

indicating caution by his use of the optative einoav.

Assessment for learning

Key point for successful 6- and 8-mark questions.

@ The best way to approach these questions is to focus on a specific word or short phrase
which supports the point being made. A translation helps but might not be necessary on every
occasion, although it is a good idea for responses to demonstrate knowledge of the meaning
of the Greek quoted. There should be a link made to the question, explaining how the word or
phrase answers the question. This does not need to be long but should be focused on the

question. Content and style points are allowed in these questions (i.e. what is said and how it
is said) so there is much scope for all candidates provided that they know the text.

Question 1 (d)

(d) katamAdoavtag ... Mndeimv (lines 14-16): what does Herodotus claim the Greeks then did? [3]

This was a straightforward question testing understanding of the text and most responses answered it
correctly. Questions of this sort are asking the candidate to demonstrate understanding of the relevant
Greek text. It does not have to be a strict translation but should include the main points of the Greek.
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Question 1 (e)

nabovoa d¢ To om0V €k TOL AvOEOC 0UTE avEPwoe atoxvvlheloa ovTe £doLe
uabdetv, £v vow Exovoa ticeobat tov KavdavAea: taoa yap totot Avdoiot,
oXedOV 0f KAl Tt Tolat AAAOL0L BapBAEQotat, kait &vdoa opOnvat yupuvov g
aloxvvnV peyaAnv gpépet

TOTE pév 01 oVt oLdEV dNADOAOA TOVXINV eiXe: WS DE NUEQN TAXLoTA EVeYOVEE, 5
TV OIKETEWV TOVS HAALOTA Q& TUOTOUG £0VTAG £WUTH, £TOIHOVS TOOREVT

ékadee Tov [Uyea. 0 0¢ 0VOEV doKEWV aLTNV TV TENXOévTV émiotacBat NAOEe
KaAeouevoc: éwbee yao kat meoole, Okwe 1) Pacidewx kaAéol, Gortav. wg de

0 ['vync dmniketo, EAeye 1] yuvi) Tdde. VOV TOL DLWV OdWV TTageovoEwy, I'vyn,

ddwut aipeory, okotépnv PovAeat toaméobat 1) yao KavoavAea drokteivag 10
Eué e kal TV PaciAninv £xe v Avdwyv, 1) aUTOV o€ avTika 00tw arodviokey

del, wg av pn mavta etbopevoc KavdavAn tov Aowmtov (ong ta ur) oe det. aAA

NTOL KEWVOV YE TOV TALTA BovAcvoavta del AtOAALTOaL, 1) 0 TOV €uE Yuuvnv
Oenodapevov kat momoavta ov vopulopeva.”

Herodotus, Hisfories 1.10-11

(e) pabovoa dé ... uabeiv (lines 1-2): how did Candaules’ wife react when she discovered what he
had done? [1]

This question seemed to pose no problems at all. The mark scheme, as always, allows for some
paraphrasing but the responses demonstrated that candidates knew the meaning of the Greek.

Question 1 (f)
(f) &vvow éxovon ... peyaAnyv ¢pépet (lines 2—4): why did she decide to punish Candaules? [2]

This is a similar type of question testing comprehension. It also caused no significant problems for
candidates.

Question 1 (g)

(g) tote pev... T'oyea (lines 5-7): how did she prepare to put her plan into action? [2]

The key here was to look at what Candaules’ wife did: she kept silent and summoned her most
trustworthy servants.

8 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Classical Greek - H044/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (h)

(h) vov toi ... vopulopeva (lines 9-14): how does Herodotus make the speech of Candaules’ wife
forceful and decisive?

Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [8]

This is another style question requiring four points, plus a link to the question, for the full 8 marks. Most
candidates managed to find sufficient points to make but there was a tendency to give long quotations

rather than focusing on the relevant words, e.g. vOv, aUtika, etc. or shorter phrases. There was plenty
in the lines indicated to allow for a variety of answers.

Question 1 (i)*
(i)* ‘Herodotus’ Histories should be read more for entertainment than for historical fact.’
How far do you agree with this statement?

You must use material from parts of the text you have studied in English, where relevant, as well
as those parts you have read in Greek. [10]

It was apparent from reading the responses to this question that this had been a topic of conversation in
classrooms and most responses were well thought-out and well-written, demonstrating not only
knowledge of the prescribed text but also of other sections of Herodotus’ history. It was good to see that
candidates had a wide range of knowledge of this text, but it should be noted that while extra reference
showing wider reading is welcomed, the main thrust of the essay should be focused on the prescribed
lines.

The best way to approach the essay questions is with a set of examples that clearly support the side of
the argument chosen, and, for balance, to have perhaps one point as a counter argument unless, of
course, the response is placed squarely between the two extremes of the question. Focus on the precise
terms of the question also makes sure that there is no chance of wandering off-topic so it may be a good
idea to link back to the question at the end of a paragraph to make sure that the response stays focused.
A brief conclusion helps round the argument off at the end of the essay and, while not compulsory, it
does give a better impression of a completed argument.

9 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Classical Greek - H044/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Kot 0 Adeipavtog, apd ve, d° 0g, 00d’ lote OTL AAuTAg €0t mEOg £0TEQAV Ad’
innwv ) Dew;

AP’ IMMwv; NV O YW KAVOV YE TOUTO. AQUTTADIX EXOVTES DADWTOVTLY
AAANAOLE AUAAWLEVOL TOLS (TTTTOLS; 1) TS Aéyels;

oUtwg, £€dpn O TToAEpapxoc. kal mEOC Ye mavvuyda tojoovoty, fjv &ELov 5
Bedoaobar éEavaotnoopueOa YXQ HETA TO DETTVOV KAl TNV avvuxida

OeaoopeOa. kat ovveooued& e TOAAOLS TV VEWV avTOOL Kal daAeEopeOa.

AAAX péveTe kal pr) AAAWC TTOLELTE.

kat 0 FAavkwyv, éokev, EOn, pevetéov elval.
AAA” €L DOKEL NV O €y, 0UTW XOT) TOLETV. 10

ey oLV oikade eig ToL IMoAgpdoyov, kat Avoilav te avTd0L kKateA&Bopev

kai E0Ovdnuov, toug tov ToAeuagyov adeAdoie, kai d1 kai Ogacvuaxov tov
KaAxnodooviov kait Xaopavtiony tov [Nawuvia kat KAettopwvta tov Aglotwviopov.

Nv O’ évdov kat O matnE O oL [MoAepdoxov Képaoc. kat paAa moeofiTne pot

£doLev etvar d XQOVOL YO Kal éwdin) avtdv. kaOnoTo d¢ éotedavwpévoc 15
£l Tvog mEookePaAaiov te kai didpoov- TeOurwe Yo ETvyxavev év 1) aLAT).
exaBeCopea 00V maQ” aQUTOV- EkeVTO YAQ dihQOL TIVES AVTOOL KUKAQ.

evOULG 0LV pe LWV 6 Kébatog nomaletd te kal elmev: @ Zakoates, ovde Bapilels

MUY kataBaivav gic tov Tegatd. xonv HEVTOL €L HEV YAQ €Y@ €Tt €V dUVAELT

TOL Qadlwe oEeLeoDat TEOS TO ROTL, OLDEV AV 0¢ EDeL DEVQO VAL, AAA TpELS 20
AV TTAQA U TJLLEV.

Plato, Republic 1.328a-328d

(@) xaid Adeipavtoc ... ) Oe (lines 1-2): what event does Adeimantus tell Socrates about? [2]

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question with many gaining both.

10 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (b)

(b) a&¢ imnwv ... xon moietv (lines 3—10): how does Plato make his characters vivid and engaging
for his audience?

Make three points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [6]

Although there were many examples in the responses that demonstrated good knowledge of the text, the
responses were largely confined to variations on ‘Socrates/Polemarchus/Glaucon is an engaging
character because ...’. The strongest responses acknowledged that much of the characterisation came
from the interaction between characters, so that Polemarchus’ comment to Socrates about the torch race
being an ideal place to meet and talk to a lot of young men, or the interaction between Socrates and
Cephalus, rather than focusing on one or the other. Marks could still be gained from the more individual
approach, but it seemed that opportunities for more perceptive comments were missed. As with the
Herodotus, this question required three distinct points.

Question 2 (c)

(c) xaipdAa ... év ) avAT) (lines 14-16): how is Cephalus described here? [3]

As with the similar Herodotus questions, this seemed to pose no significant problems, and most
candidates spotted paAa mpeofutng (‘very old’). Questions of this sort are asking the candidate to

demonstrate understanding of the relevant Greek text. It does not have to be a strict translation but
should include the main points of the Greek.

Question 2 (d)

(d) Translate ékaOelopeOa ovv ... o& Nuev (lines 17-21). [5]

This section for translation seemed to have been done well and many responses were given full marks.
Candidates should try to keep as close as possible to the Greek although some flexibility is allowed if the
idioms are more difficult to convey.

11 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (e)

TTAVL PEV 00UV, TV O EV. AAAG pot €Tt TooOVdE elmté- Tl péylotov otet ayalov
amoAeAavkévat Tov MoAANV ovoiav kektnobay

6, 10" 0¢, lowe ok v MOAAOUC metoatpt Aéywv. e yao o0, €N, @ Lakoarteg,

01y, EMEDAV TIC £YYUE 1) TOL olecOat TeEAevToELY, EI0E0XETAL AUTQ DEOC KAl

boovTic mept wv Eumpoolev ovk elomjel. of Te YaQ Agydpevor pobot TeQL TV v 5
Adov, g Tov évOade adKNoavTa det kel dDLOVAL DIKNV, KATAYEAWUEVOL TEWC,

toTE O1) 0TEéDOLOY ALTOD THV YLXNV U AANOES oy kat avTdg, ftot DO

NS TOL YNowe dolevelag 1) kal WomeQ 10N £YYUTEQW WV TV £Kel LARAAOV TL

kaOood avTd, DOPIAG ' 0LV KAl DEIUATOC LEOTOC YIYVETAL Kl dvaAoyiletal

1O Kl OKOTEL €1 TIVA TLOIKNTEV. O HEV OVV €UQIOKWV EAVTOD €V TQ Piw TOAAX 10
ADKTUATA KAl €K TV VTIVWV, WOTEQ Ol matdeg, Bapa éyelgopevog detpaivel kail

N peta kKakng EATOOC: T@ O& UNOEV EAVT AOLIKOV OLVELDOTL NOELX EATIC (el

naeoTL Kal dyaldn ynootpodoc, we kat [Tivdapoc AéyeL

Plato, Republic 1.330d-331a

(e) mavv pev ovv ... kektiobau (lines 1-2): what does Socrates ask Cephalus? [2]

This question was done well but there were some responses that missed the perfect tense meaning of
KTAopad (i.e. ‘to possess’).

Question 2 (f)

() €0 vap oOL... ovk etomjel (lines 3-5): what does Cephalus assure Socrates is a truth about
human beings? [2]

This question was well answered by candidates.

12 © OCR 2025
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Question 2 (g)

(g) oitevyao ... éAmtidoc (lines 5-12): how does Plato make Cephalus’ speech convincing and
effective?

Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [8]

This question was answered similarly to the equivalent Herodotus question. It was also looking at how a
character’s speech was made convincing which required some analysis of how the speech was received
by the other characters. There was a wide variety of information to include, particularly references to
being able to laugh at death in youth, but in old age being more tormented by fear. This meant that the

juxtaposition of time words such as Téwc and tote and the contrast of katayeAwpeot ... otpépovoy

were helpful to include, as well as references to behaviour in life versus the consequences after death.
This question was a good discriminator of whether candidates had followed Cephalus’ argument.

Question 2 (h)

(h) T d& undév ... Aéyed(lines 12-13): what claim does Cephalus use Pindar to support? [2]

Candidates answered this question well with a straightforward paraphrase of the Pindar quote.

Question 2 (i)*

(i)* ‘The characters and personalities in Republic 1 are more important than the logical argument
which Plato is presenting.’

How far do you agree with this statement?

You must use material from parts of the text you have studied in English, where relevant, as well
as those parts you have read in Greek. [10]

The essay was dealt with less well than the Herodotus essay but there were some interesting responses
which demonstrated knowledge of the fate of some of the characters in the later history of Athens. Many
candidates showed good contextual knowledge by commenting on the fates of Cephalus and
Polemarchus, but an approach which looked at the way in which they interacted in the dialogue was
equally worthy of marks — the very best responses combined the two. Candidates tended to focus more
on the characters than the logical quality of the argument and this may have accounted for the slightly
lower marks in comparison with the equivalent Herodotus essay.

13 © OCR 2025
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Section B overview

Homer was by far the more popular verse text this year with twice as many candidates answering
questions on it than on the Euripides, although the scripts for Question 4 were of an excellent standard.
There were some well-written responses to the essay question on Homer showing clear candidate
engagement and enjoyment, and the Euripides also included some well thought-out responses to the
essay title.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

‘Toug pév T INTEol MoALVGAQUAKOL ApPLTTEVOVTAL

EAke akelopevor oL O aprxavog émAev AxAAeD.

un éué vy’ obv o0tog ye AdBot xdAog, Ov oL puAdooerg
atvaétn: Tl oev AAAOC OvrjoeTaL OPiyovog mep

al ke p1 Agyelooy aguéax Aoryov apovng; 5
vnAgéc, ovk doa oot ye matho v inmota [nAevg,

00dE OfTic uTNO: YAk 8¢ o€ Tikte OdAaoor

métoat T NAIPBatoL, OTL ToL vOog €0TLV A vric.

€L d€ Tiva Ppoeot omjot Beomooninv adeeivelg

Kl TV ToL T Znvog €médoade mOTVIA P10, 10
QAN €ué meg mEoEc WY, ua d” AAAOV Aaov dmtacoov
Muvoudovwy, v ov Tt GOwe AavaoloL YEVWHAL

00¢ d¢ pot wpouv T oa tevxea Owonx Onvat,

al k' Eue 00l lOKOVTEC ATMOOXWVTAL TOAEHOLO

Toweg, avamvevowot d' Apnjiot vieg Axauv 15
TEWQOMEVOL OALYT) D€ T  AVATIVELOIS TTOAEHOL0.

Oelx O€ K~ AKMUNTEC KEKUNOTAC GVOQaC Al

WOKLUEV TOTL AOTL VEWV ATO KAL KALOXWV.

Homer, lliad XV| 28—-45

(a) Touc pév ... AxiAAev (lines 1-2): what contrast does Patroclus present here? [2]

Most candidates were given both marks here, seeing that the business of the doctors was contrasted
with the unmanageable/impossible Achilles.

14 © OCR 2025
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Question 3 (b)

(b) Translate ti ocv ... v (lines 4-8). [5]

There were several different ways of translating the first sentence here, including oy iyovog (‘late born’)
but a reasonable paraphrase was acceptable if it showed understanding of the concept. There were
some responses which missed out the adjective NAiatot (‘high’ or ‘steep’) rather than mistranslate it. It

is always better to make an educated guess in situations like this. Missing the adjective out potentially
loses a mark, but putting in a sensible guess may well gain a mark.

Question 3 (c)

(c) i dé tva ... avamvevoig moAépouo (lines 9-16): how does Homer make this speech persuasive
and effective?

Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [8]

There was plenty to say in answer to this question and many responses demonstrated a good
understanding of Homeric style. Style questions in verse texts are often considered easier than in prose
as the set lines make spotting ‘emphatic position’ easier but there still has to be a convincing explanation
given that links back to the question. Many responses discussed the respectful mention of Thetis, and
the best responses focused on the way in which Patroclus attempted to engage Achilles’ interest in the
fighting and flattered Achilles by suggesting that his success would be due to him looking like him in his
armour. There was also clear reference to the way that the Myrmidons were fresh and would bring
much-needed relief to the tired Greek forces.

Question 3 (d)

(d) oOcta 0 ... kat kAwowwv (lines 17-18): what does Patroclus hope to achieve if his request is
granted? [2]

Most responses were given full marks on this question which, as with the similar questions in Section A,
required a translation or paraphrase of the Greek.

15 © OCR 2025
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Question 3 (e)

@c " Evgoc te Notog T €odaivetov aAAAouv

oVEe0g &v Brioomc Pabénv meAepulépev VANV

ONYOV te peAinV te TavOPAOLOV TE KQAVELAY,

al te mMEOg AAANAac €BaAov Tavurkeag OCoug

nxn Oeomeoin), matayog d¢ e AyvupeEVAWY, 5
¢ Toweg kat Axawot ét” aAANAoot DogovTeg

dnovv, 00D’ €TEQOL MVWOVT OA00L0 POBOLO.

TOAAX 0¢& KeBoldvnv dud’ 0&éa dovoa e yet

(ot Te mTeQOEVTEC ATO VeLEndL BogovTeg,

TIOAAX O& XEQUADIX HEYAA™ doTdAC EoTLhEALEQV 10
HOQVAUEVWY AUD aDTOV: 00" €V 0TQOPAALYYL KOVING

KELTO HEYAS HEYAAWOTL, AEAQOTUEVOC IMTTMOOLVAWV.

0doa pev HéAlog péoov ovgavov apdiBeprket,

TOdhoA LA™ dpdoTéwv BéAE fimrTeTo, minmTe & Aadc:

Nuog &' HéAwog petevioeto BovAvtov O, 15
Kai tote 01 @' VméQ aloav Axatol héQreQoL noav.

Homer, lliad XVI 765-780
(e) wgd Evpog te ... popouo (lines 1-7): what impression of the battle scene does Homer present in
these lines?

Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [8]

The simile here gave plenty of scope for excellent responses to this question. The power of nature was
often invoked successfully as an example, as were the sounds of words such as 1)x1) and tataryog,
and the list of different types of trees was acknowledged as showing the diversity of the men fighting in
the battle. As with the previous style question, a good way to approach this kind answer is with the quote
in Greek, a brief translation and a link to the terms of the question. As with many Homeric similes the key
is to connect the images in the poetry to the actions being referred to in the story. The best responses
took a careful approach, pointing to an element of the simile and then explaining how it helped describe
the battle scene.

Question 3 (f)

(f) TOAAQX dE xeouAdWX ... dud avtov (lines 10-11): what are the two sides fighting over? [1]

All candidates who answered this question got it right.
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Question 3 (g)

(9) Odoa peév ... noav (lines 13-16): how does the battle progress in these lines? [4]

This question requires a paraphrase of the Greek, or a translation, but the key points must be included.
This one was done well, perhaps due to the subject matter being divided it nicely into two parts — what
happened while the sun as high in the sky and what happened when it began to set, thereby giving 2
marks for each time period. Most responses gained at least 3 marks here.

Question 3 (h)*

(h)* To what extent does Homer make warfare seem noble and glorious?

You must use material from parts of the text you have studied in English, where relevant, as well
as those parts you have read in Greek. [10]

There were some very detailed and thoughtful responses to this question. Several candidates
demonstrated wide-ranging knowledge of the lliad and of the nobility, or not, of warfare. There were
many good examples given from Book 16 and candidates were able to argue well with reference often to
the modern view as well as the ancient one. The best responses gave a variety of examples, some
showing nobility and others showing the gruesome nature of warfare which often included the detailed
descriptions of death, for example Cebriones. There was good knowledge shown of the characteristics of
the Homeric hero and how this fitted into battle. References were often made to interventions by the
gods and fate, and to the boastful behaviour of otherwise noble heroes like Hector who had been caught
up in the moment.

The best way to approach the essays is to make sure that sufficient examples are chosen and that they
can all be linked back to the precise terms of the question. Most questions will be phrased ‘To what
extent ...?" which allows candidates to place their response somewhere between the two extremes,
although responses that are wholly for or against the terms of the question are valid. It is easier to have
at least one point for a counter argument as few answers are completely right or wrong. A brief
conclusion helps round the argument off at the end of the essay and, while not compulsory, it does give
a better impression of a completed argument.
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Toodpog oL NV dvijow y' ovde vov mpobvpuiag,
WS AV TAQOLOA KL OV oL EVUUAQTLOTNC
ol mMéDLKA DLOTLXOVOL DEOTIOTAIC.
ay’, @ AN mat, v mdode pév Adywv
AaOwpued’ dudw, kat o 0 Mdlwv Yevov 5
OTLY VTV 0OPOLV AVoaoa KAl YVwung 0d0v,
¢y 0 6m) oot pn kKaAwe 160 etmdunv
ueleto’ €’ dAAOV elut PeAtion Adyov.
KEL MEV VOOEIS TL TWV ATIOQONTWV KAKWY,
yuvaikeg aide ovykabwotavat vooov: 10
eLd’ ExdPoidc 0oL CLUPOEA TEOC AQUEVAC,
Aéy’, WS IXTEOIC TEAYHA punvLOT) TOdE.
eLEV, Tl OLYQG; OUK EXQNV OLYAV, TEKVOV,
AAA" ) U’ A€y xew, el TL pn) Kadwg Aéyw,
1) Tolow €0 AgxOeiot ovyxwoetv Adyolc. 15

Euripides, Hippolytus 285-299

(@) ov unv ... deomotaic (lines 1-3): what reason does the nurse give for not relaxing her efforts? [3]

As with the opening question on the other texts this question required the response to show
understanding of the Greek, and although a translation would suffice, a careful paraphrase was just as
likely to get the marks.

Question 4 (b)

(b) ay’, @ ¢iAn ... vooov (lines 4-10): how does Euripides present the nurse as a caring and
compassionate character?

Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [8]

There were plenty of points available in the lines chosen for this question and most candidates sensibly
chose to start with @ ¢@iAn mat or the conversational &y '. References to the nurse taking some blame

but consistently trying to find out what was wrong in order to alleviate Phaedra’s suffering were also
good points to make. Candidates found no problems at all with this question.

18 © OCR 2025




OCR Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Classical Greek - H044/02 - Summer 2025 Examiners’ report

Question 4 (c)

(c) Translate €10’ €kpoQoc ... Adyoic (lines 11-15). [5]

The translation was done very well, and the opening lines were almost universally correct. Some
candidates had difficulty in wording the second part — it was necessary to show that the infinitives

eAéyxewv and ovyxwoetv were both dependent on £xomnv.

Question 4 (d)

Toodoc TL OgUVOULOELS; OV AOYWV EVOYXNHOVWY
del 0" AAAX TAVOQOGS. WG TAX0S dUTTEOV,
TOV EVOVVY EEEIMOVTAC AupL 0OV AOYOV.
el MEV YA NV ooL un) ‘1t ovpdoais Blog
TOXL00E, CWdQWV O’ 000 ETVYXAVES YUVT), 5
OUK &v moT €LVNS 0Uvey 100V Te 0TS
RO YOV &V 0€ OELQO: VOV O AywVv HEYAG,
cwoal Blov oov, kovk émtipOovov TOde.

Daidoa @ detva AéEaa’, oYL OVYKANOELC OTOMX
Kat ur) nednoec avic aioxiotouvg Adyoug; 10
Toopoc aloxo’, AAA" dpelvew TOV KaAWV Tdd 0Tl oot

KQEIOOOV O TOVQYOV, E(TIEQ EKOWOEL YE TE,
1] TOUVOU, @ oL KaTtOavt) yavgoupévn.

Euripides, Hippolytus 490-502
(d) ttogpvopvbeis ... énidpOovov tode (lines 1-8): how does Euripides make this a compelling and
convincing speech?

Make four points and support your answer with reference to the Greek text. [8]

As with the equivalent Homer question, candidates were asked to assess how convincing this speech
was. Candidates were fully aware of the context in which this speech was made and so this informed
their answers well. The nurse’s blunt style of speaking helped as there was little chance of
misunderstanding and responses picked up sensible references which were quoted and linked to the
question.

Question 4 (e)

(e) @ dewva ... Adyoug (lines 9-10): what is Phaedra’s response to the nurse’s argument? [2]

There were no issues with this question and all candidates were given both marks.
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Question 4 (f)

() aloyxo ... yavoovuévn (lines 11-13): what contrasting alternatives does the nurse present? [4]

Most responses were given all 4 marks. It is key that candidates do not try to second guess how the
marks are allocated but look at the text indicated and see what the key parts are. Knowledge of the text
was again key in answering this question.

Question 4 (g)*

(g)* ‘Euripides’ Hippolytus shows that too much concern for honour and reputation is a bad thing.’
How far do you agree with this statement?

You must use material from parts of the text you have studied in English, where relevant, as well
as those parts you have read in Greek. [10]

Marks were much less spread in this essay than in the corresponding Homer question, with many
responses being given nearly full marks. Again, it is the level of knowledge of the text and the ability to
select details that support the argument that will be given the higher marks and knowledge of the texts
was strong. Many candidates argued that an over-reliance on reputation was bad and gave good
examples relating to several characters in the play, contrasting this with the nurse’s rather more earthy
attitude. There is no right or wrong answer with these essays if the response refers to the text (no Greek
needed) and argues consistently. The best essays are often the ones acknowledging that there cannot
necessarily be a definitive answer to questions such as this, as it often depends on the context and the
situation of the various characters.
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