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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from Teach Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as. .. to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/teach-cambridge/
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Paper 2 series overview 

As in previous years, knowledge of the texts studied was good and the responses showed that the 

candidates seemed to have enjoyed them. There was evidence that candidates had studied more widely 

(particularly in the Herodotus option) and engagement with the subject matter was high. Teachers are to 

be congratulated on a high standard of preparation for this examination. 

Most candidates opted for Herodotus and Homer but there were some very good and perceptive 

answers in the essay questions across all the options which demonstrated a high standard of 

engagement with the prescribed texts. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• referred to specific points in the lines indicated 
in the questions 

• ensured that they focused their answers on the 
question asked 

• were aware of the number of marks available 
for each question and tailored their responses 
accordingly. 

• were more general in their approach to the 
questions and did not include specific 
information from the text to support the points 
they were making.  
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Section A overview 

Candidates seemed to find the texts and questions accessible. There were some perceptive style points 

made in the 6- and 8-mark questions and some well-written essays demonstrating excellent knowledge 

of the wider text. Herodotus was the more popular text, perhaps as it was accessible to a more diverse 

set of students.  

 

Question 1 (a)  

Most candidates performed well on this question by showing good knowledge of the early part of 

Herodotus’ account.  

 

Question 1 (b)  

The translations were generally well done although there was a tendency to translate Ἰοῦν τὴν Ἰνάχου 

as ‘Io of Inachus’, missing the patronymic. Several responses missed the specific meaning of ὠνέεσθαι 

here, which was ‘to bargain’ or ‘barter’. Most responses were given 4 marks or more.  
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Question 1 (c)  

Most candidates were given high marks here as there were plenty of examples that could be chosen to 

support the answer. Most responses focused on Herodotus’ use of specific names (‘the Persians say …’ 

or ‘not as the Greeks say’) to show alternative versions of the same story. There were some good 

comments on the inclusion of the Cretans as the alleged abductors of Europa in that Herodotus was 

indicating caution by his use of the optative εἴησαν.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Key point for successful 6- and 8-mark questions. 

The best way to approach these questions is to focus on a specific word or short phrase 

which supports the point being made. A translation helps but might not be necessary on every 

occasion, although it is a good idea for responses to demonstrate knowledge of the meaning 

of the Greek quoted. There should be a link made to the question, explaining how the word or 

phrase answers the question. This does not need to be long but should be focused on the 

question. Content and style points are allowed in these questions (i.e. what is said and how it 

is said) so there is much scope for all candidates provided that they know the text. 

 

Question 1 (d)  

This was a straightforward question testing understanding of the text and most responses answered it 

correctly. Questions of this sort are asking the candidate to demonstrate understanding of the relevant 

Greek text. It does not have to be a strict translation but should include the main points of the Greek.  
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Question 1 (e)  

This question seemed to pose no problems at all. The mark scheme, as always, allows for some 

paraphrasing but the responses demonstrated that candidates knew the meaning of the Greek. 

 

Question 1 (f)  

This is a similar type of question testing comprehension. It also caused no significant problems for 

candidates.  

 

Question 1 (g)  

The key here was to look at what Candaules’ wife did: she kept silent and summoned her most 

trustworthy servants. 
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Question 1 (h)  

This is another style question requiring four points, plus a link to the question, for the full 8 marks. Most 

candidates managed to find sufficient points to make but there was a tendency to give long quotations 

rather than focusing on the relevant words, e.g. νῦν, αὐτίκα, etc. or shorter phrases. There was plenty 

in the lines indicated to allow for a variety of answers.  

 

Question 1 (i)*  

It was apparent from reading the responses to this question that this had been a topic of conversation in 

classrooms and most responses were well thought-out and well-written, demonstrating not only 

knowledge of the prescribed text but also of other sections of Herodotus’ history. It was good to see that 

candidates had a wide range of knowledge of this text, but it should be noted that while extra reference 

showing wider reading is welcomed, the main thrust of the essay should be focused on the prescribed 

lines.  

The best way to approach the essay questions is with a set of examples that clearly support the side of 

the argument chosen, and, for balance, to have perhaps one point as a counter argument unless, of 

course, the response is placed squarely between the two extremes of the question. Focus on the precise 

terms of the question also makes sure that there is no chance of wandering off-topic so it may be a good 

idea to link back to the question at the end of a paragraph to make sure that the response stays focused. 

A brief conclusion helps round the argument off at the end of the essay and, while not compulsory, it 

does give a better impression of a completed argument. 
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Question 2 (a)  

Most candidates were given at least 1 mark on this question with many gaining both.  
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Question 2 (b)  

Although there were many examples in the responses that demonstrated good knowledge of the text, the 

responses were largely confined to variations on ‘Socrates/Polemarchus/Glaucon is an engaging 

character because ...’. The strongest responses acknowledged that much of the characterisation came 

from the interaction between characters, so that Polemarchus’ comment to Socrates about the torch race 

being an ideal place to meet and talk to a lot of young men, or the interaction between Socrates and 

Cephalus, rather than focusing on one or the other. Marks could still be gained from the more individual 

approach, but it seemed that opportunities for more perceptive comments were missed. As with the 

Herodotus, this question required three distinct points. 

 

Question 2 (c)  

As with the similar Herodotus questions, this seemed to pose no significant problems, and most 

candidates spotted μάλα πρεσβύτης (‘very old’). Questions of this sort are asking the candidate to 

demonstrate understanding of the relevant Greek text. It does not have to be a strict translation but 

should include the main points of the Greek. 

 

Question 2 (d)  

This section for translation seemed to have been done well and many responses were given full marks. 

Candidates should try to keep as close as possible to the Greek although some flexibility is allowed if the 

idioms are more difficult to convey.  
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Question 2 (e)  

This question was done well but there were some responses that missed the perfect tense meaning of 

κτάομαι (i.e. ‘to possess’). 

 

Question 2 (f)  

This question was well answered by candidates. 
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Question 2 (g)  

This question was answered similarly to the equivalent Herodotus question. It was also looking at how a 

character’s speech was made convincing which required some analysis of how the speech was received 

by the other characters. There was a wide variety of information to include, particularly references to 

being able to laugh at death in youth, but in old age being more tormented by fear. This meant that the 

juxtaposition of time words such as τέως and τότε and the contrast of καταγελώμεοι … στρέφουσιν 

were helpful to include, as well as references to behaviour in life versus the consequences after death. 
This question was a good discriminator of whether candidates had followed Cephalus’ argument.  

 

Question 2 (h)  

Candidates answered this question well with a straightforward paraphrase of the Pindar quote.  

 

Question 2 (i)*  

The essay was dealt with less well than the Herodotus essay but there were some interesting responses 

which demonstrated knowledge of the fate of some of the characters in the later history of Athens. Many 

candidates showed good contextual knowledge by commenting on the fates of Cephalus and 

Polemarchus, but an approach which looked at the way in which they interacted in the dialogue was 

equally worthy of marks – the very best responses combined the two. Candidates tended to focus more 

on the characters than the logical quality of the argument and this may have accounted for the slightly 

lower marks in comparison with the equivalent Herodotus essay.  
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Section B overview 

Homer was by far the more popular verse text this year with twice as many candidates answering 

questions on it than on the Euripides, although the scripts for Question 4 were of an excellent standard. 

There were some well-written responses to the essay question on Homer showing clear candidate 

engagement and enjoyment, and the Euripides also included some well thought-out responses to the 

essay title.  

 

Question 3 (a)  

Most candidates were given both marks here, seeing that the business of the doctors was contrasted 

with the unmanageable/impossible Achilles.  
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Question 3 (b)  

There were several different ways of translating the first sentence here, including ὀψίγονος (‘late born’) 

but a reasonable paraphrase was acceptable if it showed understanding of the concept. There were 

some responses which missed out the adjective ἠλίβατοι (‘high’ or ‘steep’) rather than mistranslate it. It 

is always better to make an educated guess in situations like this. Missing the adjective out potentially 

loses a mark, but putting in a sensible guess may well gain a mark.  

 

Question 3 (c)  

There was plenty to say in answer to this question and many responses demonstrated a good 

understanding of Homeric style. Style questions in verse texts are often considered easier than in prose 

as the set lines make spotting ‘emphatic position’ easier but there still has to be a convincing explanation 

given that links back to the question. Many responses discussed the respectful mention of Thetis, and 

the best responses focused on the way in which Patroclus attempted to engage Achilles’ interest in the 

fighting and flattered Achilles by suggesting that his success would be due to him looking like him in his 

armour. There was also clear reference to the way that the Myrmidons were fresh and would bring 

much-needed relief to the tired Greek forces. 

 

Question 3 (d)  

Most responses were given full marks on this question which, as with the similar questions in Section A, 

required a translation or paraphrase of the Greek.  
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Question 3 (e)  

The simile here gave plenty of scope for excellent responses to this question. The power of nature was 

often invoked successfully as an example, as were the sounds of words such as ἠχῇ and πάταγος, 

and the list of different types of trees was acknowledged as showing the diversity of the men fighting in 

the battle. As with the previous style question, a good way to approach this kind answer is with the quote 

in Greek, a brief translation and a link to the terms of the question. As with many Homeric similes the key 

is to connect the images in the poetry to the actions being referred to in the story. The best responses 

took a careful approach, pointing to an element of the simile and then explaining how it helped describe 

the battle scene.  

 

Question 3 (f)  

All candidates who answered this question got it right.  
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Question 3 (g)  

This question requires a paraphrase of the Greek, or a translation, but the key points must be included. 

This one was done well, perhaps due to the subject matter being divided it nicely into two parts – what 

happened while the sun as high in the sky and what happened when it began to set, thereby giving 2 

marks for each time period. Most responses gained at least 3 marks here.  

 

Question 3 (h)*  

There were some very detailed and thoughtful responses to this question. Several candidates 

demonstrated wide-ranging knowledge of the Iliad and of the nobility, or not, of warfare. There were 

many good examples given from Book 16 and candidates were able to argue well with reference often to 

the modern view as well as the ancient one. The best responses gave a variety of examples, some 

showing nobility and others showing the gruesome nature of warfare which often included the detailed 

descriptions of death, for example Cebriones. There was good knowledge shown of the characteristics of 

the Homeric hero and how this fitted into battle. References were often made to interventions by the 

gods and fate, and to the boastful behaviour of otherwise noble heroes like Hector who had been caught 

up in the moment.  

The best way to approach the essays is to make sure that sufficient examples are chosen and that they 

can all be linked back to the precise terms of the question. Most questions will be phrased ‘To what 

extent …?' which allows candidates to place their response somewhere between the two extremes, 

although responses that are wholly for or against the terms of the question are valid. It is easier to have 

at least one point for a counter argument as few answers are completely right or wrong. A brief 

conclusion helps round the argument off at the end of the essay and, while not compulsory, it does give 

a better impression of a completed argument.  
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Question 4 (a)  

As with the opening question on the other texts this question required the response to show 

understanding of the Greek, and although a translation would suffice, a careful paraphrase was just as 

likely to get the marks.  

 

Question 4 (b)  

There were plenty of points available in the lines chosen for this question and most candidates sensibly 

chose to start with ὦ φίλη παῖ or the conversational ἄγ '. References to the nurse taking some blame 

but consistently trying to find out what was wrong in order to alleviate Phaedra’s suffering were also 

good points to make. Candidates found no problems at all with this question. 
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Question 4 (c)  

The translation was done very well, and the opening lines were almost universally correct. Some 

candidates had difficulty in wording the second part – it was necessary to show that the infinitives 

ἐλέγχειν and συγχωρεῖν were both dependent on ἐχρῆν. 

 

Question 4 (d)  

As with the equivalent Homer question, candidates were asked to assess how convincing this speech 

was. Candidates were fully aware of the context in which this speech was made and so this informed 

their answers well. The nurse’s blunt style of speaking helped as there was little chance of 

misunderstanding and responses picked up sensible references which were quoted and linked to the 

question. 

 

Question 4 (e)  

There were no issues with this question and all candidates were given both marks.  
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Question 4 (f)  

Most responses were given all 4 marks. It is key that candidates do not try to second guess how the 

marks are allocated but look at the text indicated and see what the key parts are. Knowledge of the text 

was again key in answering this question.   

 

Question 4 (g)*  

Marks were much less spread in this essay than in the corresponding Homer question, with many 

responses being given nearly full marks. Again, it is the level of knowledge of the text and the ability to 

select details that support the argument that will be given the higher marks and knowledge of the texts 

was strong. Many candidates argued that an over-reliance on reputation was bad and gave good 

examples relating to several characters in the play, contrasting this with the nurse’s rather more earthy 

attitude. There is no right or wrong answer with these essays if the response refers to the text (no Greek 

needed) and argues consistently. The best essays are often the ones acknowledging that there cannot 

necessarily be a definitive answer to questions such as this, as it often depends on the context and the 

situation of the various characters.  
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