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Why choose OCR Entry Level
French, German or Spanish?
This is a practical, user-friendly course, designed
to give learners a real sense of success and
achievement while also being simple to administer.

Designed for ease of use
We provide you with all the tests required and you
judge when your learners are ready for testing.
Marking is then uncomplicated and quick, and
certification is by the simple addition of test scores.
The work is teacher assessed and a sample of
candidate work is moderated by OCR.

Flexible for teachers
This course is designed to offer you flexibility
in the order in which you teach the course
content and in the timing of both taking and
marking the tests. You’ll also find that the offthe-shelf tests are easy to use and
you’ll soon notice the simplicity
in the recording and addition
of learners’ marks for
certification.

Appealing to learners
The course provides motivation for learners
from the fulfilment of short-term goals along
with opportunities for success which will boost
their self-esteem. They’ll find that the tests are
user-friendly, as they are short and informal.
There’s also the benefit of there being no
burden of long-term recall.

Progression routes
The course is linked to a GCSE course in French/
German/Spanish in a variety of ways, notably the
content of the Topic Areas and the testing of all
four language skills. More content coverage will
be required for GCSE, but learners moving from
Entry Level will have made a start both in terms of
content and skills.
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Why choose OCR Entry Level French/German/Spanish?

This is a practical, user-friendly course, designed to give learners a real sense of success and
achievement while also being simple to administer.

Designed for ease of use
We provide you with all the tests required and you judge when your learners are ready for testing.
Marking is then uncomplicated and quick, and certification is by the simple addition of test scores.

Flexible for teachers
This course is designed to offer you flexibility in the order in which you teach the course content
and in the timing of both taking and marking the tests. You’ll also find that the off-the-shelf tests are
easy to use and you’ll soon notice the simplicity in the recording and addition of learners’ marks for
certification.

Appealing to learners
The course provides motivation for learners from the fulfilment of short-term goals along with
opportunities for success which will boost their self-esteem. They’ll find that the tests are userfriendly, as they are short and informal. There’s also the benefit of there being no burden of longterm recall.

Progression routes
The course is linked to a GCSE course in French, German or Spanish in a variety of ways, notably
the content of the Topic Areas and the testing of all four language skills. More content coverage
will be required for GCSE, but learners moving from Entry Level will have made a start both in
terms of content and skills.
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1

Introduction to Entry Level Certificate in
Modern Foreign Languages

1.1 Overview of OCR Entry Level Modern Foreign Languages

Entry Level French (R399), German (R429) or
Spanish (R489)
Skills:
Listening
25%
Reading
25%
Speaking
25%
Writing
25%

Teacher assessed
Mark schemes provided by OCR
10 minutes per test
10 marks per test
Certification based on final mark out of a
maximum 200 marks.
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1.2 What is new in OCR Entry Level Certificate in Modern Foreign
Languages?
Do you currently teach OCR Entry Level MFL? If so, please check the table below for details of the
main similarities and differences between that and the new Entry Level French/German/Spanish
for first teaching in September 2010.

What stays the same?


What is changing?

Learners should attempt all four tests
(Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing)
in each Topic Area.



The tests are short, so are easy to stage on
an ad hoc basis.



Marking is quick, requiring little interpretation
or judgement.



The levels’ boundaries are published (see
Section 3.5 Awarding of Grades), so
learners know exactly what is required to
reach the next one.



The certification system is easy to
implement and to understand.



No external examiners are involved.



External moderation takes place once, at the
end of the course.



Submissions are made in the June
examination series of the year of
certification.



For the external moderation of Speaking,
recordings of the two tests only are required.



Tests may not be pre-practised in class or
re-taken.
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There are now five Topic Areas.



The Topic Areas have been rationalised
and updated, and link to the OCR
French/German/Spanish GCSEs.



The number of tests required for
certification has been reduced, with a
consequential reduction in the amount of
classroom organisation.



All four language skills are equally
weighted at 25%.



Twenty tests with a maximum mark of 200
marks. Ten marks for each test. Easy to
calculate and understand.



‘Can-do’ functions have been provided for
each Topic Area in the OCR Entry Level
Candidate Support Booklets.
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1.3 Guided learning hours
There are no specified guided learning hours for this course but typically the course could take
between 60 and 120 guided learning hours depending on the ability of the candidates and the
delivery approach adopted.

1.4 Total Qualification Time
Total Qualification time (TQT) is the total amount of time, in hours, expected to be spent by a
learner to achieve a qualification. It includes both guided learning hours and hours spent in
preparation, study and assessment. The Total Qualification time for Entry Level Certificate in
French is 140 hours. The Total Qualification time for Entry Level Certificate in German is 140
hours. The Total Qualification time for Entry Level Certificate in Spanish is 140 hours.
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2

Content of Entry Level Certificate in
Modern Foreign Languages

2.1

French R399, German R429, Spanish R489

There are five Topic Areas which are linked to the OCR GCSE Topic Areas. Assessment is related
to the Assessment Criteria at Key Stage 3.

The Topic Areas
1. Home and local area

2. Health and sport

3. Leisure and entertainment

4. Travel and the wider world
5. Education and work



Myself, family and friends



Information, appearance, personality



Routines, rooms, furniture



Where I live, what there is, general description



Health and diet



Food and drink



Sport



Restaurant/café, likes and dislikes



Interests at home, interests in town, arranging to
meet



Shopping and clothes



Going on holiday, activities, transport



Helping the environment, e.g. recycling



School, subjects, likes and dislikes, transport



Part-time jobs, work experience, career plans

Linguistic Content
Vocabulary
The breadth and range of vocabulary to be expected of learners at this level is limited. Some
recurring items may be learnt sufficiently well to be applied across different topics. Much of the
vocabulary is topic-specific and is listed by topic in the Candidate Support Booklet. It is not
expected that candidates should know and understand vocabulary that is unfamiliar to them.
‘Can-do’ statements
These illustrate basic, common linguistic functions which recur across the topics. It is hoped that
key phrases will be acquired throughout the course, but again these are listed by topic in the
Candidate Support Booklet.
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3

Assessment of Entry Level Certificate in
Modern Foreign Languages

3.1 Overview of the assessment in Entry Level Certificate in
Modern Foreign Languages
Entry Level
Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking
Tests
OCR provides a bank of 20 tests in five Topic Areas.
One test is available for each of the four skills (Listening,
Speaking, Reading and Writing) in all five topics = 20 tests.
Submission for certification
20 tests
100% of the total marks
= 200 marks

Each test = 10 marks

(25% for each skill)

Each test has a built-in gradation of difficulty, targeting first level
1, then level 2 and finally level 3.

The maximum mark is: 20 tests x 10 marks = 200 marks

Examples of task types:
Listening
Questions 1-5 – identifying single words in short single phrases
Questions 6-10 – multiple choice questions - identifying an item within a longer sentence
Reading
Questions 1-5 – matching pictures with labels to the correct target language word
Questions 6-7 – matching items to statements
Questions 8-10 – multiple choice - choose the correct items from a short text
Speaking
Questions 1-3 – repetition of a word in target language
Questions 4-5 – name two items in a picture in target language
Questions 6-10 – role-play or conversation – short answers required
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Writing
Questions 1-3 – copying of a word in target language
Questions 4-5 – writing names of two items in target language from a picture stimulus
Questions 6-7 – complete the sentence with one word in target language
Questions 8-10 – write a short phrase from an English stimulus requiring a verb plus object

3.2

Assessment availability

There is one assessment series each year in June.

3.3

Assessment Objectives (AO)

Candidates are expected to demonstrate the following in the target language and in the context of
the content described:
AO1

LISTENING: Understand the spoken language
Candidates demonstrate their ability to recognise and understand familiar
language – single words, short phrases or short sentences - in such contexts
as simple messages, comments, statements, conversations, notices and
adverts.

AO2

SPEAKING: Communicate in the spoken language
Candidates demonstrate their ability to communicate using single words, short
phrases and short sentences. They repeat and name items, and take part in
simple conversations or role-plays.

AO3

READING:

Understand the written language

Candidates demonstrate their ability to recognise and understand familiar
language – single words, short phrases or short sentences – in such contexts
as simple signs, notices, adverts, statements, e-mails, notes and messages.
AO4

WRITING:

Communicate in the written language

Candidates demonstrate their ability to communicate using single words, short
phrases and short sentences. They copy and label items, and write short
pieces using separate phrases or sentences.

10
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3.4

Assessment Objective weightings

The relationship between the tests and the assessment objectives of the scheme of assessment is
shown in the following grid:
Test

AO1

Listening

25%

Speaking

AO2

AO3

AO4

25%
25%

Reading

Total

25%
25%

25%

Writing

25%

25%
100%

3.5

Awarding of grades

The grades awarded for the Entry Level Certificate will be at three levels: Entry 1, Entry 2 and
Entry 3. All mark schemes have been written to address the following targeted thresholds:
Specification Grade

Entry 3

Entry 2

Entry 1

Target

80%

60%

40%
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4

Regulations for Internally Assessed work

4.1

Internal assessment tasks

All internal assessment tasks are set by OCR and will be available from Interchange. Guidance on
how to access internal assessment tasks from Interchange is available on the OCR website:
http://www.ocr.org.uk/interchange/repository/index.aspx

4.2

Supervision and authentication of internally assessed work

OCR expects teachers to supervise candidates who are undertaking Entry Level tests, all of which
are Internally Assessed.
When taking the tests, candidates may have access to:


dictionaries/glossaries/vocabulary lists



class workbooks



the OCR Entry Level Certificate in French/German/Spanish Candidate Support Booklet

It should be noted that for Speaking tests this material is allowed only during the preparation time
and not during the conduct of the test.
When taking the tests, candidates may not have help from any other persons, such as:


the teacher



classmates



other people by electronic means

4.3

Production and presentation of internally assessed work

Work submitted for moderation must include the following information:
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centre number
centre name
candidate number
candidate name
qualification code and title
Candidate Record Sheet
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Work submitted on paper for moderation or marking must be secured by treasury tags. Work
submitted in digital format (CD or online) must be in a suitable file structure as detailed in Appendix
A at the end of this specification.

4.4

Annotation of candidates’ work

Each assessed test should show how the marks have been awarded in relation to the mark
scheme.
The writing of comments on candidates’ work provides a means of dialogue and feedback between
teacher and candidate and a means of communication between teachers during internal
standardisation of internally marked work.
However, the use of a completed cover sheet for each candidate’s work provides a means of
communication between teacher and moderator and might replace the need for annotation.

4.5

Marking and moderation

All centres entering candidates are subject to quality control via moderation of a sample of
candidates’ work towards the end of the course. This specification offers the opportunity for
moderation evidence to be submitted by post as well as electronically via the OCR Repository (see
Entry codes in Section 7.1 Registration and entries of this specification.)
All internally assessed tasks are marked by the teacher and internally standardised by the centre.
Marks are then submitted to OCR, after which moderation takes place in accordance with OCR
procedures. The purpose of moderation is to ensure that the standard of the award of marks for
work is the same for each centre and that each teacher has applied the standards appropriately
across the range of candidates within the centre.
The Moderator will select the sample and advise the centre where the work is to be sent (postal
moderation). Centres entering candidates via the OCR Repository must ensure that the sample is
uploaded on receipt of the Moderator’s selection.
The sample of work which is presented to the Moderator for moderation must show how the marks
have been awarded in relation to the marking criteria.
Each candidate’s work should have a cover sheet attached to it with a summary of the marks
awarded for the task. If the work is to be submitted in digital format, this cover sheet should also be
submitted electronically within each candidate’s folder.
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4.6

Minimum requirements for internally assessed work

If a candidate submits no work for an Internally Assessed test, then the candidate should be
indicated as being absent from that test on the mark sheets submitted to OCR. If a candidate
completes any work at all for an Internally Assessed unit, then the work should be marked
according to the criteria or mark scheme and the appropriate mark awarded, which may be zero.

4.7

Submitting the moderation samples via the OCR Repository

The OCR Repository allows centres to submit moderation samples in electronic format to the OCR
Repository via Interchange: please check Entry codes in Section 7.1 Registration and entries of
this specification. Instructions for how to upload files to OCR using the OCR Repository can be
found on OCR Interchange.

14
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5

Support for Entry Level Modern Foreign
Languages

5.1

Free resources available from the OCR website

The following materials will be available on the OCR website www.ocr.org.uk:


Entry Level MFL Specification



Specimen assessment materials



Teachers’ Handbook



Candidate Support Booklet which includes:
- vocabulary listed by topic
- ‘can-do’ statements listed by topic

5.2


Training

For more information go to http://www.ocr.org.uk/training/

5.3

OCR Support Services

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions
online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition,
you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at your convenience. Sign up at
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk.
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6 Access arrangements for Entry Level
Modern Foreign Languages
Arrangements for candidates with special needs for Entry Level Certificate specifications are based
on the principle that the centre is best able to assess the needs of the candidate and the
appropriateness of the arrangement required. Arrangements for candidates with special needs
should not advantage nor disadvantage a particular candidate, nor should they reduce the
reliability and validity of the assessment.
The arrangements for candidates with special needs are more flexible than those currently
available at GCSE and as such it should not be assumed that any arrangements made at Entry
Level Certificate Level will automatically be available at GCSE or GCE Level. As reading, writing,
speaking and listening are being tested, a reader must not be used in any reading test or a scribe
in any writing test (unless spelling is dictated letter by letter). Additionally the use of Sign Language
Interpreters or Oral Language Modifiers would not be appropriate in Modern Language
assessments. Please consult the JCQ booklet Access Arrangements, Reasonable Adjustments
and Special Consideration, chapter 9. Entry Level Forms are available on the JCQ website (Forms
11-13).
The following arrangements can be made for candidates without permission being sought:


mechanical and technological aids may be used by candidates who are physically dependent
on them; (screen readers must not be used in reading tests);



instructions regarding the conduct of any In-Course tests may be simplified;



language support staff may provide linguistic help; (please see regulations relating to readers
and scribes, sign language and oral language modifiers);



bilingual and word exchange lists may be used.

Under certain circumstances:


the teacher may act under the candidate’s instructions to perform simple physical actions
which the candidate is unable to undertake; (please see regulations on the use of practical
assistants);



mechanical and technological aids may be used by candidates who generally use them in their
normal work; (for screen readers, please see regulations relating to readers);



communicators or signers may be used;



readers and amanuenses may be used;



the tests may be modified as necessary for visually impaired candidates. It is the
responsibility of the centre to Braille or enlarge the tests.

16
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It is expected that, generally, the candidate’s own teacher will act as a communicator, a signer, a
reader or an amanuensis.
Further clarification of any special arrangements may be obtained by consulting the JCQ booklet
Access Arrangements, Reasonable Adjustments and Special Consideration or by contacting the
OCR Special Requirements Team.
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7

Administration of Entry Level Modern
Foreign Languages

7.1

Registration and entries

Centres must be registered with OCR in order to make any entries, including estimated entries. It is
recommended that centres apply to OCR to become a registered centre well in advance of making
their first entries.
Both estimated and final entries must be made in the certification year. Estimated entries, giving
estimated numbers only, are needed for the appointment of the centre Moderators and final entries
provide the necessary individual candidate details.
Candidates must be entered for one of the three qualification codes below:


French R399



German R429



Spanish R489

It is essential that entry codes are quoted in all correspondence with OCR.
For this qualification candidates must be entered for either component 01 (electronic submission
via the OCR Repository) or 02 (postal moderation). Centres must enter all of their candidates for
ONE of these components. It is not possible for centres to offer both components within the same
series.
Entry option code
R399A/R429A/R489A

R399B/R429B/R489B

7.2

Component code

Submission method

01

OCR Repository

02

Postal moderation

Entry deadlines

Candidate entries must be made by date as published on the website for the June session.
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7.3

Qualification re-sits

Candidates may enter for the qualification an unlimited number of times.

7.4

Enquiries about results

Under certain circumstances, a centre may wish to query the result issued to one or more
candidates. Enquiries about Results must be made immediately following the series in which the
qualification was taken (by the Enquiries about Results deadline).
Please refer to the JCQ Post-Results Services booklet and the OCR Admin Guide for further
guidance about action on the release of results. Copies of the latest versions of these documents
can be obtained from the OCR website.

7.5

Restrictions on candidates’ entries

Candidates who enter for this Entry Level specification may not also enter for any Entry Level
Specification with the certification title French, German or Spanish in the same examination series.
They may, however, also enter for any GCSE, GNVQ or NVQ.
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8 Other information about Entry Level
Modern Foreign Languages

8.1

Overlap with other qualifications

This qualification is aligned to the OCR Entry Level Certificate in Business Language Competence
and OCR Asset Languages Breakthrough specifications.

8.2

Progression from this qualification

This Entry Level qualification is a general qualification designed to enable candidates to progress
either directly to employment or to Foundation Level courses.
The progress of some candidates during the course might be sufficient to allow their transfer to a
GCSE MFL course at Foundation tier.

8.3

Avoidance of bias

OCR has taken great care in preparation of this specification and assessment materials to avoid
bias of any kind.

8.4

Regulatory requirements

This specification complies in all respects with the current Code of Practice requirements for Entry
Level qualifications and The Statutory Regulation of External Qualifications 2004.

8.5

Language

This specification and associated assessment materials are in English only.

20
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8.6 Spiritual, moral, ethical, social, legislative, economic and
cultural issues
During the course there are opportunities to promote candidates’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development.

8.7

Sustainable development, health and safety considerations
and European developments, consistent with international
agreements

OCR has taken account of the 1988 Resolution of the Council of the European Community in
preparing this specification. European examples should be used where appropriate in the delivery
of the subject content.
Although this specification does not make specific reference to the European Dimension, it may be
drawn into the course of study in a number of ways.

8.8

Key skills

This specification provides opportunities for the development of the Key Skills of Communication
(C), Application of Number (AoN), Information Technology (IT), Working with Others (WwO),
Improving Own Learning and Performance (IoLP) and Problem Solving (PS) at Level 1. However,
the extent to which this evidence fulfils the Key Skills criteria at these levels will be totally
dependent on the style of teaching and learning adopted.
The following table indicates where opportunities may exist for at least some coverage of the
various Key Skills criteria at Level 1.

R399/R429/R489

C

AoN

IT

WwO

IoLP

PS

1

1

1

1

1

1
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8.9

Citizenship

Since September 2002, the National Curriculum for England at Key Stage 4 has included a
mandatory programme of study for Citizenship. Parts of the programme of study for Citizenship
(2007) may be delivered through an appropriate treatment of other subjects.
This Entry Level specification aids candidates in considering the interconnections between the UK
and the rest of Europe and the wider world.
It is recognised that the limited level of mastery of a modern foreign language will affect
candidates’ performance in these activities.

22
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Appendix A: Guidance for the production of
electronic internal assessment
Structure for evidence
An internal assessment portfolio is a collection of folders and files containing the candidate’s
evidence. Folders should be organised in a structured way so that the evidence can be accessed
easily by a teacher or Moderator. This structure is commonly known as a folder tree. It would be
helpful if the location of particular evidence is made clear by naming each file and folder
appropriately and by use of an index called ‘Home Page’.
There should be a top-level folder detailing the candidate’s centre number, candidate number,
surname and forename, together with the unit code R399/R429/R489, so that the portfolio is
clearly identified as the work of one candidate.
Each candidate’s work should be contained within a separate folder within the portfolio. This folder
may contain separate files.
Each candidate’s internal assessment portfolio should be stored in a secure area on the Centre’s
network. Prior to submitting the internal assessment portfolio to OCR, the centre should add a
folder to the folder tree containing internal assessment and summary forms.
Data formats for evidence
In order to minimise software and hardware compatibility issues, it will be necessary to save
candidates' work using an appropriate file format.
Candidates must use formats appropriate to the evidence that they are providing and appropriate
to viewing for assessment and moderation. Open file formats or proprietary formats for which a
downloadable reader or player is available are acceptable. Where this is not available, the file
format is not acceptable.
Electronic internal assessment is designed to give candidates an opportunity to demonstrate what
they know, understand and can do using current technology. Candidates do not gain marks for
using more sophisticated formats or for using a range of formats.
Evidence submitted is likely to be in the form of word-processed documents or audio files.
To ensure compatibility, all files submitted must be in the formats listed below. Where new formats
become available that might be acceptable, OCR will provide further guidance. OCR advises
against changing the file format from that in which the document was originally created. It is the
centre’s responsibility to ensure that the electronic portfolios submitted for moderation are
accessible to the Moderator and fully represent the evidence available for each candidate.

© OCR 2009
OCR Entry Level Certificate in MFL (French, German, Spanish) November 2009

23

Accepted File Formats
Movie formats for digital video evidence
MPEG (*.mpg)
QuickTime movie (*.mov)
Macromedia Shockwave (*.aam)
Macromedia Shockwave (*.dcr)
Flash (*.swf)
Windows Media File (*.wmf)
MPEG Video Layer 4 (*.mp4)
Audio or sound formats
MPEG Audio Layer 3 (*.mp3)
Graphics formats including photographic evidence
JPEG (*.jpg)
Graphics file (*.pcx)
MS bitmap (*.bmp)
GIF images (*.gif)
Animation formats
Macromedia Flash (*.fla)
Structured mark-up formats
XML (*xml)
Text formats
Comma Separated Values (.csv)
PDF (.pdf)
Rich text format (.rtf)
Text document (.txt)
Microsoft Office suite
PowerPoint (.ppt)
Word (.doc)
Excel (.xls)
Visio (.vsd)
Project (.mpp)

24
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